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CHAPTER I 


OHIO IN or Til K t'tttftUU ti WAH 

Wiiisn tho whh protduiriuni Kin* 

|n*r«r of tho Erwioli nod hud tiwft rtwic««**d m 
Huoli hy flip dblrf j«»wrr« of Ettrojm, tin* Eni|u«r«»r iif 

IftlUtlilt, atlkftOWl«dfffII|C Kil|tt»l*ni|t Iiiifilll ftlftttitiltrm 

m»«nt ttf tlio fiiof, ttiiw fit to itllrr poiurmliiit fit** *tyh* 
of iifIcir**«M mIwiivh u«**if Itrfwwtt nm*i*r*Tgiin, In tlw 
offkitttl irffor tlrlivrroil t« tli** Tniloriort mnirt l*y !h»* 
Rtmfdim ?»a«!or, f'ouisl KkotidrfT, Xiijmi 

limit, illMtniil »<f rni'U’il i'n * ‘ MollHO’Uf fliOit 

Pirt’tV* tSiio, my kroilirri* Hi** form *tu|4o\« l 
union# povnviipi*, wn« mn “ Mint*n«*ttr rt 

Hull Ami»“ (Siro mid tiood Krh*nd J, \% hick vtnn thr 
fiinil IJHril %vlirl| writ 111^ t*» tin* i'lrmilrfit of flip ifm 
ptitilkr Tltw tin id i firm ion wji.h not without ini|i«r- 
tlUHM? mid rmtm*d it poinddonildp nmount «*f f*tirf»ri*t» 
in imperial rind**?* lit Puri?*, An Xiijiofoott widl wild 
mi our orrnnion, “ilN rflWi w-a.« to fpit? n port of *t*v 
pklrtiliil Hint Irmisitory Mump to tin* rhiinirtor uf 
Uumin*n «»f tin* ii*n% go%’rrimi*‘«t ; it «rjt« 

mtlirr ulmttiiiK **nf tlm tnnv rul«*r from tit** rmdr of 
Ktir«|iwiii tmvrroiipm. M At tim nun*** f mm, with con* 
i*ieli’fnt»l»* th« t'iiir Xix*o!a-*„ who wn 

httliiiif tjtn lilllwl iiiiii hidtUK hift turn-, tfpjttiml flip 
Kmiidi to Hi IVtornlnirK* Unioral *J# 

with fit** Rrmttm*f e«ftltnlttj», Tln» 

l*fi®Gtt mwrutmml took up iht» iiiiittrf, wU»«?h waa 
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discussed in the Cabinet Council where opinion was 
divided as to the advisability of noticing it. Here 
is the inedited memorandum of the subject from the 
pen of M. AchiUe Fould, who may be said to have 
been the head of the Cabinet at this time: 

“M. de Persigny was very much excited and quite 
angry over *this slight to which France has been 
subjected in the person of the Emperor. ’ He urged 
that ‘the Russian letter be returned to the sender.’ 
But, in the opinion of his colleagues and of the 
Emperor himself, it was considered wiser that no 
official notice be taken of this apparent snub. The 
Emperor said very quietly: ‘If we were to take of¬ 
fense and endanger the peace of the nation, I could 
be accused of thinking too much of my own person 
and too little of the best interests of the country.’ 
The Emperor having spoken, his view of the matter 
was accepted. M. Baroche held—and I shared his 
view that the whole thing was only an affair of 
etiquette and should not be taken too seriously. It 
could only hurt the Czar in the eyes of Europe and 
would in no way harm France or the Emperor. Then 
M. de Persigny returned to the attack, saying: ‘I 
agree with the Emperor that it would be most un¬ 
fortunate if a serious difference were to occur be¬ 
tween France and Russia over a matter personal 
to him; but I feel, nevertheless, that the insult to 
France is greater than to the Emperor. If the Em¬ 
peror is not a true sovereign and if his peers do 
not accept him in the same degree that they do other 
sovereigns, it is a denial of the nation’s right to 
freely exercise her own rights, and to choose her 
own form of government. Where yon see simply a 
question of etiquette, I nerce' e svm-nto-ma nf Aurln- 
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emus himtility which will noon show themaelvefi mow 
plainly and in unit tern of more importance. Though 
l yield to the wish of tint Emperor and the Council, 
mark my word, we shall have n war with Russia. on 
mir hands in the near future. (let ready for it; for 
having once wounded tin with impunity, why should 
the tV.nr Nicola* he more lenient with tm than ho 
was with I.mtU Philippe! In his pride, does he not 
think that nil things are possible! Hut m the Em¬ 
pire, in one respect at least, does not resemble the 
duty Monarchy, I iitii proud to say, the first time that 
Russia m insolent t« us, war will come.* 11 
Count K'iiwelefT learned what had taken jtlitc* at 
the council of ministers, amt, n« wan hit custom, 
smiled at what had been said, find especially at the 
comments* of M. de Pen4 gay. He wit* always wir- 
rounded y a circle h«e4ile to the young empire and 
judged the government as it appear* d through their 
iftccttAclest, He said to a friend : * * The government 
h incapatde of lirmnr«s nml l am certain that if, by 
chance, the Emperor should show' a tendency to 
greatness and glory, hi* immediate circle would inttn 
stifle any such ambition. M Thus the prestige of the 
net of l tecember 2ml, which hud ju«i had such • 
powerful effect off tin* ifttllffiflltfiilt of tile HI*#*#*, 
did not reveal to all Europe the real character of 
the Hrcoiift Empire. The Emperor well mul later, 
referring to this episode i According t« these old* 
fashioned diplomats, who were, however, supposed 
In bo mviist* lined ti» tli» living force# t»f 

MtJtfcca, it wit* iwt, in fltti r«4»»o, the si rung roots of 
the newly but deeply plant > 4 tree which rtmld give 
lilt idea of the future growth of that tfW, und re. 
%***»! it» real vitality. They spent their tim* and 
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questionable talents in examining the little defeat a 
in the tree, —its gnarls, its knots and the cracka in 
the bark. They didn’t take their short sighted eye« 
off the trunk, and even then they didn’t see under 
the hark!” 

At another time the Emperor said: “The (V.ar 
Nicolas never suffered an occasion to escape to let 
us see his proud and haughty spirit. After the pin • 
pricks came the real complies!inns brought about by 
the disputes over the holy places of Palestine. H»« 
seized this opportunity to show his audacity, whoa 
there was danger of our having complications at 
homo. Since France had obtained from Turkey 
what we much valued, viz. the right to protect the 
priests and monks of Jerusalem, Russia sought to 
secure by way of compensation, n similar right for 
the schismatic Greeks, that in to say, for over half of 
the subjects of the Ottoman Empire I This was stir¬ 
ring up the Eastern Question with a vengeance! 
This was something more than n mere matter of 
etiquette, and it caused a great sensation through¬ 
out Europe. Wo in Paris rail* d n special cabinet 
meeting to consider what was to be done. I fa¬ 
vored sending a fleet to Halamis there to await the 
turn events took. On tins same occasion we drew 
up the grand lines of the spereh which the minister 
of foreign affairs, M. tironyn dc Lhuya, was to pro¬ 
nounco before the Legislative fhnly. 

“The memorandum that I made at the time con¬ 
tains this outline of this speech ’After giving n 
sketch of Russia’s whole policy for n century mid 
having pointed out each step which she Inn taken 
in the direction of gratifying her large ambition, the 
Minister was not to hide the fact that, ft! lant in tmt 
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opinion, tin* limit Iiml been reached, and that wo worn 
now prepared to not. Ho wan further to point out 
that the Turkish Empire had fallen into a hmmntfi 
bio oondilion, that great effervescence prevailed 
among fln» Creek and Slavonian peoples, that revolt 
wan in tin* air and that tin* M un-adman part of tho 
population wan not in a pond ion to oppose any sen 
ouh resistauee 1 1 * attack from these disturbed «pmr 
torn. liiiMnia, on tin* othor hand, wan a great and 
strong power, who was not going to put up with any¬ 
thing from Turkey. She had withered an important 
fleet at Sebastopol, which wuh ready to put to nvn 
and carry an army to the very wife* of t ‘onstnuti 
itoph*. Everybody knew that Uussm was looking 
f«»r un excuse for interfering in Turkish a fining 
especially if thin could be done all alone, without 
having the iv-1 nf Europe iutertVre, too. If the 
light were gi\ ill lur to ae| a - the pi ot« efur nf the 

(5reek i throughout the d itrk i It Em|or<*, ‘die would 

certainly »et/,e this an llm oee.ruon for making u 
prompt and formidable descent «*n the Bosphorus. 
Left t*» her mm resource h and unsupported h\ tin* 
fent nf Europe, Tllfhey Would MjjieU be tif larked b>* 
Hindu, and if attacked, Would of coinin' succumb, ’ 
Such Vk ere the Ulliifi topics to be touched Upoll by the 
minister. 

‘ 4 From imoiher *§unr!rr we b anu d that the c Vatr 
had told Sir Hamdton Seymour, British Ambmeii* 
dor to St l Vtmburg, that ‘the catastrophe i* iiiiiui 

Iiml, but I will n*»t allow l 'mcitant ample be orcti 
po d by Hiui-uttSi'u Erem-h, Euglmh, or the Mtbjrrifi 

of any other power, I mill enprrmlH m*t suffer the 
rcHiirreetjoii of the Iti.nmime Empire, tu»r nn rtfeit* 
fuofi of ttri’oee Still Ii-hh will l permit Turkey to 
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be divided into a lot of small Mates which will be¬ 
come a sort of fief of Mar/.ini, Kossuth, and other 
revolutionary agitators of flint ilk. ‘Then,* we were 
told the ambassador rrfdietk *y«mr Majesty will have 
to make it understood that no one will ho allowed 
to seize on any of the province* of the Turkish E m . 
pire; that the whole territory will In * an though Heals 
were put upon it,— at least until Homo friendly ar¬ 
rangement shall be arrived at.* ‘Thin will he diffi¬ 
cult,’ continued the Fair, ‘for Christians and Turks 
will quarrel’ ‘Your Majesty is always thinking of 
Turkey’s ruin,’ added Sir Hamilton, *while we are 
ever trying to prevent her from falling any lower.* 
‘You speak like Nesselrode/ replied tin* Cy.ur, ‘but 
you may be sure that the rntitstrupln< will come, and 
sooner than some people imagine P 
“We also learned Hint oilier power* were men- 
tioned during this memorable conversation. * l dun *t 
worry about BVanoe,* wild tin* ( V.ar» *her om* idea i« 
to get us into a quarrel Hut if I enu keep on good 
terms with England 1 chm't rare for the rent.’ ‘ And 
Austria!’ asked the British diplomat, if we were 
rightly informed. *Wlmt suit* Austria, wist* Run. 
sia,’ was the response. The Czitr, it appears, wan 
not very severe on the Huttitn in thin memorable ex¬ 
change of views. He was referred to n» * the gentle¬ 
man who has broken Wt§ word.* ‘Hut, mrv,' wild 
Seymour, ‘if those poor Turks did md keep their 
word, it was because they feared France, * Through¬ 
out the interview, the Vmr showed himself pnrtieu 
larly desirous of being friendly with England; and 
in exchange far British good will, he wan ready to 
offer many thingiv-HMMh m free notion in Egypt 
«nd Candia. Seymour it reported to un to have ]a\ 
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red ‘with seeming indifference’ that ‘all the Eng- 
want is to have an easy route of communication 
7een the home country and India.’ The Czar 
sd with these words: ‘Write to your court, but 
ember that I am not asking for a treaty but for 
mtleman’s word of honor.’ 

I know that this proposal did not appeal to Lord 
*endon, who had succeeded Lord John Russell 
tie British Foreign Office. We had private ad- 
s to the effect that he spoke in the same strain 
is predecessor, repeating that England did not 
iider Turkey’s end to be so near as the Czar 
led to think; that wisdom required that the pres- 
order of things be maintained, and that if any 
qpected change arose a congress could settle the 
ition, even if it were that of the division of the 
y. Nesselrode, too, showed more circumspection 
l his master. Through our ambassador at St. 
srsburg we learned that he did not at all think 
question of the sharing in the spoils was yet 
, though he did feel that it might be well to draw 
lome terms of agreement in case of any serious 
t. 

rhe Russian ambassador to France seemed to 
7 bitterness in his conversations,—we well knew 
fact at the Tuileries—only when he was speak- 
of France. He was in the habit of using very 
ig language when he referred to ‘the role of 
ice in the Orient, where she gives her orders 
ugh the cannon’s mouth.’ On another occasion 
imbassador said: ‘In the dispute over the Holy 
ilchre, France brought such pressure to bear on 
?orte as to have annulled certain promises made 
le Czar.’ We all felt that the ambassador con- 
7 
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ducted himself In this wine in »rder to separate uh 
from England when it was found that no dtmd nn- 
sistance could be obtained from that power. All 
this was apt made public till much later; but we got 
wind of enough of it to convince me that the CV.ar 
could not be depended upon. It wan nut my custom 
to speak of matters of this kind with the ambm-wm 
dors to the Tuilerics, hut I made an exception j u 
this instance, and laird Malmesbury, the British 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, heard imich of all tld.s 
through his ambassador In Baris* or in direct con¬ 
versation with me on the uccttmuii of visits* Finally, 
the whole intrigue came out in an English blue book. 
In the meanwhile, Nicolas was preparing to ‘apeak. ‘ 
“When, at the end of February, 1*511, Osseruf, the 
Russian representative in Turkey, Informed Ida eul 
leagues of the diplomatic corps that an extrmmli 
nary envoy of the Czar was shortly to arrive at (hm- 
stantinople, there was great surprise, which became 
greater still when it was known that this special am¬ 
bassador was none other than n distinguished Bus- 
sian admiral, Prince MentehikuiT, Ut*r represent a • 
tive at the Turkish court sent us rpmer details about 
this remarkable personage. Be liualed on March 
1st, and the next day, attired in a simple morning 
suit, wont to the Sublime I Vie, and then, after see 
ing the Grand Vizir refused to put foot in the apart 
ments of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Fuad 
Effendi, because die had shewn partiality fur France 
in the affair of the Holy Sepulchre,* Thin caused 
a veritable scandal. But iuMead of being offended, 
the Sultan turned Fuad Fffeiali out of office and put 
Rifaat Pacha in Im plats*. These acta dinned nil tlm 

i 
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more nervousness in Constantinople from the fact 
that the British ambassador was absent on leave and 
our own ambassador, the Marquis de la Valette, who 
had been recalled, had not been given a successor. 
Our charge d’affaires, Benedetti, was very appre¬ 
hensive, and informed me that his colleague, Colonel 
Rose, the British charge d’affaires, wrote his gov¬ 
ernment to the effect that Prince Mentchikoff’s mis¬ 
sion was threatening the independence, if not the 
very existence, of Turkey. Thereupon, the com¬ 
mander of the British fleet in the Mediterranean was 
ordered to sail into the archipelago. This act, I re¬ 
member, caused considerable alarm in business cir¬ 
cles in Paris, and the quotations on the Stock Ex¬ 
change fell several points. It was rumored that 
Russia was seeking to get recognition of her pro¬ 
tectorate, undefined but certain, over the Greek 
church; and at the Tuileries, we knew that there was 
only too much ground for this rumor. At a Cabinet 
meeting, Drouyn de Lhuys was immediately in¬ 
structed to declare that we protested against the 
way Prince Mentchikoff was conducting his mission. 
My memorandum runs: ‘His object appears to be 
not to negotiate but to present an ultimatum. The 
concentration of forces in central Russia and the 
extraordinary preparations which are being made 
at Sebastopol do not permit us to doubt for a 
moment that the St. Petersburg cabinet considers 
possible the event of a war with the Porte. In this 
connection, it might be well to remind the Russian 
government of the convention of 1841 in which the 
Powers, collectively, guarantee the independence and 
integrity of the Turkish Empire. But the mission of 

9 
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prince Mentcbikoff seems to violate completely both 
the spirit and even the letter of that ini|***rtai4t «i**e- 

ament.’ ” , . . 

The French minister of Foreign Attain* m«d»* *.»>■» 
statement on March 2kt, ami two dm- lat.-r, tb- 
new French Ambassador to Turkey, M. <1** i.o^ojr, 
left for Constantinople with instruction* e«'»irh«-*l >n 
language somewhat similar to that ju*d &\*-n »t«**«* 
The Fronch government began to ptvpjuv ! *»r -on 
event, and on the 23rd, the fleet 1**11 T«»uhm Th*- 

following extract from a letter sriit tin* Kiupr* **» f»> 

a member of the French embassy at Mao* > 

how tho situation was looked up«»n at tht** rA 

in official circles on the other sale of fie- Clmonr! 


This letter read: 

“In England no one seems to think Mangel m t 
minent. The question of the Holy 8«qml<'ht.* t whedi 
has excited our Catholic population, ha* f**u»d Pi>. 
testant England indifferent, at lea#t for ih«- oemu-nt 
The English fleet is not to leave Molta and !.«»nl 
Clarendon tolls us he has written Count VY»!"» 


that the orders given to the French fleet appear c* 
him to bo a little hasty. He hm tried t*» iiuiihu:.- 
the bad impression protlneed throughout Hi*- Hrm-C* 
Isles by the way in which MentchiktdY tit«nlt<'d Vv m ,\ 
Effendi. At first, the English pr«*#H wan «njthmg 
bnt kind towards us, blaming the FrvttMi tv, 
ment for taking measures wliteli ‘wmdd mfUmr 
matters.’ Again, some of the jmp«r« lm%r * If 
England did not think the moment prujuUmm f„r 
picking up the gauntlet, we do licit nee *hy 

France has been so quick to tidm utYvmv m t u»nv 
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«»i \\h»* tn niakf, through Ni*hhi»1- 

r«n!»a tun -4 t«-1111*liiisc jhmjhi «•*> l»» Seymour, tint ol>- 
j* «*i hnitxf !«t M*j*araff* Kualami ami Pram , *‘. ? Wn 
{«.ii a 11<jit w !i« it Hv\ mum- »skt d Nf.sH('lrutl<* mmutly : 
* !'•,>* j»f niuj..r f It** * j u* * I i*»u nf tin* Holy Napul* 

ritt* , hn\ t- \ »*u iisiy fMiitjtlaiiif h t * * Jimhr of flu* I Ntrli 1 V 
hr-, i* |.I) «ar>; * mily a ft*\v pri\nt«* I’lniiUH, which 
mv ft**! 1 1«*\*<3s1 1 m >\ arrait^riin-fit I#*-!%«n-ji frtutully 
p«»tt a. ’ r« It**! t‘tUihii|t*rr<i iirfi* ill 1 »oll- 

s m hr fhi* utvMiupluv »»f h*- ;i uia ? 4t*r, t itiir«*ly, juitl 

\\ a tlMiilit if hr iralS) Ifin'.in flu* M’lTi't f tfufij^hf A uf 
XiVitlnn, ttltu tivvum fit liiiv** Vv\ tah'ti himai’lf wholly 

Miily fit Mi iitrhikitff, Xm-irtt lutn vwn guilt* fur** 
tlirr iiini ha « tti* h'sini, vuiHrit f * * (‘unfit Bnmuw, 
v> fs»*„ }«<iir Ma.i«* 4 \ w ill i rm«-mh**r, hi Kama *h r»’p 

t * * * fit .4 i\ «* It* l •*. .itim! fit** Hit naitfl gnV**rtl* 

111* a! I. h<*f :->■ « t }.. .ti. - a- t, I lit Utui litUI U«> 

t|«* it!» fa * r l hr I hiil a a i ’?-a si lt v.;i *1 j;r »*nly 

flum* tl.r i'jnr ttatif- t n 1 a;r at tarn-:* fiuait muta-rii 
tistf fit*** iit.tifi'i «•! thui.tu-’ tit fai-r af th«* Ujrrk* 
lual I ..a! tan 11 *- ^p» 4 ,«* \ n \ v. i ll «'f u*», l umh i MlHStni, 

hu! tiiM* i« U.r ,*i %i**a *»f Kitf?lii1i4 f t'uftl 

Ihat *>l I i ala * an«I miuphm* is!* 4 thr |lrift«»li i'hH 
Iltrf Mil f la- S'iO’f flal! if iil.t IS* ‘t «4j.*ir <• tin* friir 1 * «f 
f ||«* | 11 2 S s" I ti'li ! * " 

h**' * r t :l | l * ;! I n lal<T» \% 1 i <' H i hi* |'»H 4 | tvfttf % il ?l HjH'Ilk ' 

mv «*n<- »l.t <. *»n ihi 5 tiiias'il.nti |«-ri««I l«*fi*rp tit** niit- 

|ii»-jilt «<S f h»* t'tifsaaii war, % is** I liUpi'rDH h!m«n*s| liiltl 
!h»‘ 1 ‘A 1 ,a*h lui't Jtyd sfsi> «*!», Wh*’ 

liitat I’wtrira lil fh* ' ’ I a*!»i I htf «lt«h*|l WHS 

r%iitI«-i 3 lU fsik«-Si at 1 *;. lia-***- liar ft|M-rr|irfi «*f X^nut*! 
fails- U la la \\ ;th w "*Ll lam »hit! I!rl|rt|r*f f i 

w I **!*• in f"i»-sis ! asr4 ;Uj! ;.!Jaj4* , hr siiltl: 'fVlisfirl 

trlhi tn !h«* lhatiir' Bill flt»*rr tn lit* ftTumid 
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for worry. It is simply a matter of the Holy Sep¬ 
ulchre! 7 Bat, nevertheless, an order had been given 
to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to return to his post 
at Constantinople, where he had the greatest in¬ 
fluence and where he was not a persona grata to the 
Russians. When he got back there at the beginning 
of April, 1853, he found Constaninople in a most 
agitated state, the Turkish ministry very nervous 
and the diplomatic corps exceedingly apprehen¬ 
sive.’ 7 

Another memorandum left by the Emperor con¬ 
cerns this mission of Prince Mentchikoff, and runs 
as follows: “He offered the Sultan a Russian al¬ 
liance on condition that the Czar be recognized as 
the legal protector of all Turkish-Greek subjects. 
The Balkan Peninsula and the Ottoman Empire con¬ 
tained more than 12,000 Greeks. How was it pos¬ 
sible for the Sultan to consent to such a stipulation? 
He consequently refused, and, on May 20th, as was 
to be foreseen, since France and England supported 
him, he rejected the ultimatum. Prince Mentchikoff 
could not have expected anything else and so was 
ready for action. The diplomat, now turned ad¬ 
miral, hastened to this ships, and latent hostilities 
began, the Russians at once occupying the principal¬ 
ities of Moldavia and Dalmatia, as far as the Dan¬ 
ube. From that moment, France and England open¬ 
ly supported Turkey and their fleets occupied the 
Dardanelles. There was no declaration of war, 
however, though Russia was given to understand 
that she would not find it so easy as she imagined 
to put her foot with impunity on the Ottoman Em¬ 
pire. The central powers were also awake, and the 
result of their reflections was quite different from 



uhut ha<l !»«•*'» r\}ttvt«‘<! lit St. I Vt«'tvhurj£. Au# 

trin Ini*l |». * n fuuMr*ri| nf iurntf ifu* 1«* f«*r itnviiijt rr 
fijHini t»t iiliy lifTM-lt* with Iuim in, mi*l I'rn^i’i vt hirl 

Wih Iii*av *l?s|i»th<-)t t»i ( 1 m , i m, \<um h«*M by ft\U: 

(»f iiuMin inr* An! t ia V *b {* I* .T.arr, S** lui in \v n s 
i • »!ufi■*I, ami uf fnir.i h'»|<* «| Ihn 

th*’ lijfitmt 5«»tl nf t)u- • .l**i ii |i*iw«th 

tu j*tv\ t ist tht* llirmitrstsm* 1 »«<M At tin* Tail 

rri*”y \% »* t’NjHM'ialii hrM fitm \ 4 »- u. Tin »sji.;h «<* rb> 

Mi fit t«» nbtuiu fr*mi Uir-'i’s.H trrfLiin 


i$ii<I tin! ii* »f limitiiti* t«» -?=!»*■;ik t'u mU aii«l |il<unK vi 

tti.l ii»*f %kh*h f#*r a rr»‘fif Kur<‘i*‘ an war, \\ n 
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a courteous message requesting him to evacuate the 
principalities, and to respect the integrity of the 
Ottoman empire. We were much grieved when Nico¬ 
las refused to listen to our gentle remonstrance. The 
Czar could not have been ignorant of the fact that 
if he wished to avoid war, he must take a back¬ 
ward step and make concessions. lie refused, how¬ 
ever, to do so. The rights of nations had undoubted¬ 
ly been violated, and that meant war, as was soon 
evident when my own and the Queen’s messages 
were read in our respective parliaments. Ah tho 
powers had blamed the Czar’s attitude, I could not 
hold back from participation in active measures, for 
which I was not responsible. M. do Persigriy spoke 
strongly before the ministers on tho necessity of 
our not abandoning onr allies; and of course we 
could not do so. I was not in favor of this war, 
but we were left no choice. I took that view at the 
time, and I have never ceased to hold the same 
view. In fact, I do not think I exaggerate when L 
say that all reliable historians of this conflict and 
of all countries now share this same opinion. But 
such was not the case in some quarters at that epoch 
nor since. But hatred of mo and my regime cannot 
pervert the facts of history, at least in the long run. 

“ The proposed war was highly popular in Franco. 
This assertion has very often been denied, but with 
no good ground for proof. Many Frenchmen said, 
and not without reason, that the struggle would show 
the greatness of our army, and give tho country a 
still more prominent position in Europe. In amt« 
of some of the shortcomings which resulted there¬ 
from it would be untruthful not to admit at tliia 
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of Saint Arnaud. He had some difficulties •with 
Lord Reglan, hut what finally decided him to 
resign the command was the evil effects produced 
by “General Bosquet’s jealous nature.” I do not 
care to say how much or how little ground there 
was for this charge, for all knew the talents of both 
of these excellent soldiers. But I know it to he a fact 
that Canrobert was largely influenced in his un¬ 
fortunate decision by what he at least considered the 
jealous feelings of General Bosquet. Under the 
circumstances all thought it very fine of Canrobert 
to ask to be given the command of a simple division, 
and I consider that he showed very sound judgment 
in suggesting that he hand over the commander-in- 
chiefship to General Pelissier. Here belongs a 
memorandum by the Emperor, which bears on these 
various points. 

“General Pelissier was as decided and energetic 
as Canrobert was hesitating;, and as abrupt in his 
manner as Canrobert was conciliatory. He was no 
doubt a great commander but he had a bad temper. 
I feared he would look askance at orders coming 
from Paris, and I soon found that I was not mis¬ 
taken. We quickly got into trouble with him and for 
a time I seriously thought of going to the Crimea 
in person in order to straighten matters out. Lord 
Clarendon’s arguments had not a little to do in 
bringing me around to this view. The able head of 
the British Foreign Office met me at Boulogne, at 
the Queen’s command, and we had a long talk over 
Franco-English relations. My best advisers at 
home—Morny, Persigny, Drouyn de Lhuys, and 
Fleury—also opposed with good arguments my 
leaving the country. Pianori’s attempt on my life 
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also had its influence. The Empress, although she 
took no part in the discussion of the matter, let me 
see that she felt that my determination was unwise. 
Eugenie’s opinions always carried weight with me, 
especially in this instance, when she would have had 
to act as regent during my absence. At one time, 
I thought seriously of removing Pelissier and put¬ 
ting General Niel in his place. I always had a high 
idea of Niel’s talents, his carefully worded reports 
from the front appearing to me to be models of docu¬ 
ments of that kind. But Marshal Vaillant and Gen¬ 
eral Fleury persuaded me to leave Pelissier where 
he was. Perhaps I did well to yield, for Pelissier 
showed real ability, despite certain criticisms which 
I was forced to indulge in. When, on September 10, 
he planted the tricolor flag on the deserted rains 
of Sebastopol, only congratulations could be sent 
him, and those were sent with sincere feelings of 
thanks. It was now possible to treat for peace, 
which I very much desired. I learned that England 
would have liked to continue the struggle, crush 
Russia and thus incapacitate her for long years. I 
wished, however, to spare Russia and negotiate. My 
view finally prevailed.” 

The Empress was not only opposed to the Em¬ 
peror going in person to the Crimea, but, as the 
reader has already surmised, she was opposed at 
heart to this whole expedition; and when the treaty 
of Paris put an end to the struggle, she felt that her 
view was not far from right; for one day the Em¬ 
peror said: “Well, Russia restores Kars, cedes a 
part of Bessarabia and the mouth of the Danube, 
gets Sebastopol back again, accepts the neutraliza¬ 
tion of the Black Sea and abandons her claim to a 
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protectorate over Christians in Turkey. But was 
this worth the terrible waste of life and treasure 
caused the four allied powers, to say nothing of the 
equally great losses to Russia, in blood and money t 
I fear not.” 
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France, still onr nation, which is so generous and 
tactful, is characterized by the greatest delicacy of 
feeling, so that the departure of the Emperor to 
share the dangers of onr soldiers and defend the 
honor of the flag, awakens in all Frenchmen still 
greater respect for yonr authority, if this were pos¬ 
sible, and warmer affection and attachment for your 
person.” As the Count shook hands with the Em¬ 
press, on leaving, he said warmly: “You may rely, 
Madam, on the support of us all and you may be 
sure that we entertain towards you the sentiments 
which you have the right to expect as Regent and 
Mother.” Eugbnie answered that she knew full 
well that 4 4 Frenchmen would never fail in their duty 
towards a woman and her child.” 

The fact that a war was in progress did not change 
the outward appearance of Paris in this beautiful 
spring and early summer of 1859. There was much 
animation everywhere throughout the city, as is 
always the case at this time of the year, notwith¬ 
standing the fact that the 4 4 season’ ’ was over. Each 
day at the fashionable hour, the drive round the lake 
at the Bois de Boulogne was crowded with handsome 
equipages and brilliant riders. All classes of society 
were most optimistic as regards events at the front. 
The thought of a possible defeat did not even enter 
the head of Parisians at that moment. They found 
pleasure in recalling the names of the different cities 
and villages of Italy made famous by French vic¬ 
tories in past wars and pinned miniature flags on 
the maps of the seat of the conflict, thus following 
the progress of the campaign, which they were sure 
would soon be over. The nation, infatuated by the 
Crimean successes, considered itself invincible, yet 
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quis de Cadore, the ladies of the palace and a few 
chosen friends from the Tnileries group. Making 
lint for the wounded was the chief occupation at 
these reunions, while the conversation turned al¬ 
most ceaselessly on the subject of the war. News 
from the front was impatiently waited for, and when, 
in the afternoon of Juno 5th, the Empress received a 
telegram from the Emperor, the callers crowded im¬ 
patiently and tremblingly around her, while she rend 
these words: “Here is the result, as far as wo 
know, of the battle of Magenta: at least 7,000 prison¬ 
ers, some 20,000 Austrians disabled, three cannon 
and two flags taken. Our losses arc about 0,000 men 
killed. To-day the army is resting and reorganiz¬ 
ing.” It was a great relief to all present when the 
Empress had finished reading, with quivering voire, 
these lines. At eight in tho ovoning salvos of artil¬ 
lery informed the inhabitants of Paris of the grand 
victory, and an honr later, tho Empress derided (o 
show herself to tho people; so, accompanied by 
Princess Clotilde, who, it will ho remembered, was 
the daughter of Victor Emmanuel, and had married 
in the previous January Prince Napoleon, Eugenio 
drove in an open carriage through the Boulevards 
and along the Rue de Rivoli. They were (‘.very where 
greeted with ovations, while all the public and many 
of the private buildings were finely illuminated. Two 
days later, the Empress directed that a solemn To 
Deum be sung at Notre Damo in tho presence of her¬ 
self, of King Jerome, Princess Clotilde and Princess 
Mathilde. It was a memorable event, never to be for¬ 
gotten. French and Sardinian flags brightened tho 
streets, which were filled with soldiers and joyous 
crowds. The theaters joined in the rejoicing. Mery 
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down into the grounds and informed the sentinels 
and the troops of the good news. The soldiers were, 
of course, uproariously delighted at the glorious 
event, and warmly cheered the Empress, the Em¬ 
peror and the Prince Imperial, who was quietly 
slumbering in the palace. 

June 25th was another great day for Paris, and 
the Empress felt prouder than ever at being for the 
time the official head of such a nation and such a 
capital; and to more than one prominent statesman 
she revealed the thoughts that took possession of 
her. Later, one of these statesmen wrote to Eugenie: 
“Your high opinion of our common country and of 
our Gallic race moved me almost as much as the 
magnificient victory of our dear Emperor. How 
thoroughly your Majesty has penetrated into all 
that is best in France and in the French. Your 
grand words are a sursum cor da.” On July 2nd, 
Major d’Andlau brought the Empress the Austrian, 
flags captured in the recent battle, and the 3rd was 
chosen for a second Te Deum. This time, the Em¬ 
press decided to take the Prince Imperial with her 
to the great ceremony. The child was delighted at 
the proposal and on this occasion began to show that 
keen interest in public events, though hut three and 
a half years old, which was so largely developed in 
him when he reached manhood. He put several 
questions to his mother and his attendants which 
surprised them not only by their number, hut also 
by their nature. 

The weather was splendid and the event was 
magnificent in every respect. In the open carriage, 
at Eugenie’s side, sat the Prince Imperial, and op¬ 
posite Princess Cl tilde and Pri neess TV/Tn+Tiildf* 
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prince, heir to tlie throne now so solidly estab¬ 
lished. ’ ’ 

On the day of this great To Dcum at Notre Dame 
de Paris in thanksgiving for the victory of Solforino, 
the Emperor, who had just crossed the Mincio river, 
was joined by Prince Napoleon at the head of the 
fifth army corps. With these and other troops, the 
Prince was to occupy Tuscany, where serious dis¬ 
turbances had arisen, the beginning of a long series 
of such troubles. Since the end of April, 1850, 
Florence had been in a state of revolution. The in¬ 
surrection had been long prepared by Signor Buon- 
campagni, Minister of Sardinia in Florence, and the 
event had come off without bloodshed. The Tuscan 
troops were taking to the Italian colors, and the 
Grand 'Duke Leopold bad left his capital without 
causing tlie slightest stir, so indifferent wore the 
inhabitants to him and his acts. The secretaries of 
the different foreign legations accompanied him to 
the station, and all thought matters would right 
themselves soon. The Grand Duchess told (haute 
de Rayneval, Secretary of the French Legation and 
ho sent on the message to the Tuileries, that “she 
relied on the Emperor’s protection.” 

Prince Napoleon landed at Leghorn on May 28, 
1859, and found awaiting him the French Minister at, 
Florence, the Marquis de Ferriere le Yayer, who 
was entirely opposed to the annexation of Tuscan y 
to Sardinia, whereas the Prince was, on the con 
trary, warmly favorable to that plan. It is perfectly 
well known that Prince Napoleon considerably ex¬ 
ceeded his powers and misrepresented the Emper¬ 
or’s wishes and intentions in tlie language he hold 
to the French Minister. Speaking in the presence 









MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE 

felt all along’ tliat this was win it was coming. Tlie 
Minister wrote to the Tuileries: “I protested strong¬ 
ly against this sort of a plan for Italian unity which 
is arising in so menacing a, manner in the face of 
Europe, and which will inevitably bring about the 
fall of the Pope’s temporal power. I foresee that 
very soon a strong nation will be established on this 
side of the Alps, which may turn against us, and 
allying itself with England, may help that country 
to become sole mistress of the Mediterranean. It 
seems to me that it would be wiser for us to abandon 
the hope of getting Savoy, and by this disinterested- 
ness wo would then be in a position to moderate Sar¬ 
dinia’s ambition, rather than aid in her aggrandize¬ 
ment, which is sure to oaune such grave, perturbation 
in our political and religious affairs. We should re¬ 
member tlmt Henry IV and ‘Richelieu, whose names 
have been so frequently mentioned during the last 
few months, favored a policy of dismemberment of 
the great nations surrounding France, not a policy 
of bringing together the disjointed members of a 
scattered stale so as to form a strong and united, 
power on our very frontiers.” 

This was the correct view to take and it exactly 
coincided with Eugenie’s. Li was for this very rea¬ 
son, that she was opposed to this war from the very 
start. But the Unitarian idea was steadily growing 
in Italy and it now appeared impossible to slop it. 
At Parma, at Modena and in the Romagna, this feel¬ 
ing was especially strong. The. Duchess of Parma, 
who long hoped to save her son’s throne, felt that 
all was lost when the Austrians evacuated Placentia, 
and when, on June 10, 1809, Piedmont sent a gov- 
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the immediate court circle, was ordered to rejoin tho 
army, commanded by the Emperor. 

There was already some talk of peace, and Prince 
Napoleon, the Empress learned, was not one of the 
last to support this move, though he had at first been 
so desirous for the war. “Here, some danger in tho 
direction of Prussia is felt to be pending,” she wrote 
to the Emperor at this moment. “Irritated by our 
rapid victories, that power, I understand, is begin¬ 
ning to raise her voice of disapproval. The Ger¬ 
mans, we are told here, regard the Mineio as a line 
of defense necessary for the protection of their 
country. That line has now been broken, and so Gor¬ 
man public opinion demands that Austria be aided. 
The persons whom I am quoting say Prussia has 
stood on the reserve until the present, hut her atti¬ 
tude is henceforth to he more decided. In the mean¬ 
while, she lias seized the occasion of tho embarrass¬ 
ment of Austria to strengthen her own position in 
tho Empire and has already partially succeeded in 
this design, T am assured, though! am not informed 
in just what respect. Now she expects, as he has 
been beaten, that the Emperor Erancis Joseph will 
he ready to secure her aid by making further sacri¬ 
fices. A diplomat here tells me that ‘on June lifith, 
Prussia demanded at the Diet, that all the federal 
troops bo mobilized and announced her intention of 
an armed mediation in Italy. Hut this mobilization 
of the troops would not alone satisfy Prussia; even 
more important was the question as to who was to 
command these troops. This Prussia claimed. Aus¬ 
tria protested, and pointed out that if this request; 
were granted, the armed forces of the whole con¬ 
federation would he at the beck and call of Berlin. 

30 
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for that matter, to get ruuly to fmv th,- 
“ginoe I began writing* ptmdmtetir twu^ have 
reached us concerning the «tate «*f public i*pim«n in 

England. Count Wnlewili hn* ri*iiiiiiniiirii!*-*l Ut tm 

the contents of these nt»les, iiinl I immm* %*m I mm 

alarmed, in spite of our grand v»rt<»rte* »« th halite 
field. Of course, you ktu*w tlwl L«ml I»< rh> *» Tory 
•ministry foil on June KHh, and hit* te’^tt r*j»h*<vd by 
a Whig cabinet, with Lord Pwhtmr^tett ».« Prmm 
Minister and laird John Rmwotl »* tl«* ft if. 
fioe. The Italians will doubt!»*»* utmgmo that, 
t.hflrtlfH to these two veteran ctmmj«»«'*»** «»f th«*»r 
cause, the unity idea will flint support tw Kiighutd, 
I am told that tin* more Mtnguiim m g»» *«♦ far in 
to give out that the English fWt n gMing !« h»dp 
Italy to free Venice 1 I te»m tmra that tl»«i Mai'ptu 
d’Azeglio, Victor Kimmtniitd * ug^ttt 11 $ tte lUmmg 
na, if 1 am not mistaken, m d*4sghtrd m«tt» u*«' turn 
events have taken in L«iit|«ii t and tm* »ovu matte 
haste to explain to Lord Piling r»te«t hi* pT*»j«vt «f 
an Italian kingdom which >tndu«te n*!%» 
Venetia, the Romagna inti tin? during I mm m 
formed that laird Palmcnttun r*mmtk**4 hr 

heard this extravagant pin: *W*41 t tin* t« 

whether ITranoe wmhm to i«it up «« h«r «.*uU» 
eastern frontier a fteeomt i*nnt*ift!’ And Unit nil# 
well said, according to my way of thinking " 

Comte do Pemgny, m th* miimr hand, onggmfrd 
to Lord Palmerston a plan which k« ti#M!igil! lliafflit 
arrange matters. Hi* would gif# t» \,mm 

hardy, and then satisfy Attalr m by creating Ut «$»« 
of her grand dubs a separate kingdom up „f 
venetia and Modena, But the Britten Iv«.k % did 
not approve this proposed imtigrifirni. In iii# 
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thu Kmpt*ror y mformwi «»f fhn «!itt« of 
publin tijiiiiiitti in Farm* (lerittiiity mill i*lni'wiwrt, 
wan bwiiiiiii^ wry nnximiN (*wu*i*niiiiur tin* future. 
At Him ntouit'iit, In* wrote tin folluw** ti» tin* Kmpmw: 
•’Th** sight of ntitnnrntts wounded soldiers whom it 
is tmpu.HHilib* tn properly mimir, tin* larg** numhor 
of deaths in tin* ranks, tin* loss of several getmrjdH 
and it hod of vnlimit oltirers, tin* #irri% nl here at tin* 
front of wives am! »In tight its seeking news of fallen 
relatives, tin* overpowering limit which him caused 
munh illness mid threaten* us with 11 typhus epi¬ 
demic, all these iitiil many oilier reason* rotitisd m 
fti tiirti ii rl**nf t'lir In tin* demands t»f tin* king <if 
Sardinia and tin* war party.’* 

In tin* meantime, Imrd Ffilinrrdtm had politely 
tint firmly declined tin* offer of mediatum proposed 
hy tin* Fivurlt ir mv eminent, and wmm to t %»mte de 
IVruiffnv, ? ’M Uj«* Kitipir-i'i wj-i'i in!’#<nn«‘«i: *'!f tin* 
Ktnprt'Mf tlii.L that I In* II ill* hm* I m i m * eimogh 

ntnl thinks tin* tn k too hard of mutimtmg it. In* 
should make hi-* own personal nn*I formal offers t«» 
tin* Km per or of Austria mnl tmt count mi «ur repre¬ 
senting hi» ilt'iiiiiinf»» under our authority. '* lint 
L**r4 Liilnn r 4 msi prid*nl»Iy little imagined Hint Xu* 
polcnti Would ittllin sllii!*'Iy net on hi* advice; for 
wheft tin* KsiifM’iw saw tliiit nothing was tn lie ex¬ 
pected fr**m Ktigkiml, h*> «|uu*kly made tip ln*» imiid 
tn m»t iilfitt** itinl proiiipth, «inl without revealing 
Ilia intention* Im Ufpvtisiily. While seeking tin* IlKwS 
rapid menus of t»t attgififf about a peace, he stttveHs 
fully hid lit# purpose hy merea*«-ti artittfy in war 
like preparations. hvi r% day reenfufceuietits were 
added In tin* French army encamped «*n the Mineie 

ftesidvit i*rsure N'iif»«lej»ft *» corps which, an wan 

***» 
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stated above, had junfc joined the mum I«‘*lv. it mm 
division was almost daily cx^h-h, d irmm Framv. Tit** 
allied army was convinced tlml it w«*» K<*m* to 
march against the formidable qnmlnhiU-ra\, iurwM 
by the four towns of Iteschtern. ManUm, V*>t-mi, and 
Legnago, which constituted 11 nil** 
position. The leige of IVsclitern hml tom nh^tdy 
commenced. 

From letters which the Km§*r*'*»# find **tlt**r* re¬ 
ceived at Paris from the Kmjwror* it »n« *“••’*» that 
he spent his days and mmmt'mmn hi* tupM* »to» in 
visiting th© most adv&ntwd §Kial# and m ii4?t|«'riiiif 
the artillery and engineering w*»rto «*t» Hi*’ Mumo. 
A private letter which the Kttijnv*# ir**m a 

friend at th© front, rriVrfvd u# Mto** *.« !dn 

peror: <f W© see hw Majr#li m * t y 4.a inking 
about calmly, always in a m H 

kind towards the general* in r\u* H m. J \v 

solicitous for the wrifar# «4 flw !*■** r !■» m*4 
the common soldiers. II© \* «*i»j»ivmlly r**n- 

oerning the sanitary atmdtiiuti of ih« «r«« t §arH 
oularly as at the beginning «f July ho* I mmw 

2,600 eases of illness in tin bo*|»itaU «r atuhithtiK****. 
A great number of Anil run fi«%r % 

earned to Genoa, and the good Kttt§**’fwc h$t* gjv-«-u 
orders that they to treated with ito trait* ■*» i«u*\ 
ness. By hi® instructions, even tni*ii»*y hn* h* *-n ad - 
ranoed to th© needy dftoent, Wh«*tt tto Kmf*rsw *4 
Austria requested that the tody of l*fiH€‘v II aiultnt Si 
iraets he placed in th# pmmmhm *4 mi »*m .«% «,*n! 
!or that pnrpoms, the tatter w«« very »•■!! l( -.. h.4 
rnd Napoleon charged him to thank r? .m» * ’ *t.* st pi 
nr his kind treatment of the frmeh pro<«ii< r* " 
Everything seemed to point to the r« rS ,b a i th» 



mmt* whn*h worn wtdtfhitiK on IiIii lsi*nrt» would not 

htv down lii:-4 iii'iiiH until In* bud ontirrly mrrtocl out 
t!i«* jpt'Hjcntiit f*ir w limit tin* war wan bo;?un, tint! 
in to way, in*! until Italy w nn Iron tho Aifin to 

tin* A*lnatn\ \**r waa it tin* nnm iilmto wliirli ttjn 
firiip-il mi tin* j«<>iu! »*f **\i*t‘iitiiiK flii^ jilmi. 'flu* imvy 
ton wan jy*dt om ma«!y to piirtirijnitn in rurmnt 
rvriitu, A smih ht-nl to tlm Adriatic and fitvfsji- 
ration* w«*tv tiiiflrriviiy to l dorian In Vniirr, A noiKb* 
In*rift ii inland nlromly nrrtijii**d by »no «f our 
Troop* tinder Clnliliiii mid UiiribjiMi 
won* to wotti* tin* mountain*, ivliiln Wo 
tlinii »iniisltuiiroii4) o« bind mid »u mm, Vonioo win* 
In |»o taken, mid tin* Atndrinii army to t*o driven buck 
in rotmit, while, mi thr upp^mu* md**, wo worn to 
lay nirifo t*» Verona, Thin, m« t> tliiiif; apparently 
wa >4 Imtdiitj,? up t»* a and *1 **ojhu«* iiehmi, Tin* 

Km|»**i»«rX iiMiirlniii! dated op July i»lit, fi *011 

Vl|!r\i,?ijn<y Killr lllr tijowt minute detail* eofU'crilltlK 

lli®’ striK* 1 of IVirinoni, <# A #r«*itt bat tin in iitutti 
inajt," wrote a tiii'dt-d f nond lit tlio front. Hut fit 

tlm vet i inoiiniit tin? Ktnporof *ttdd**nly rlwiii^rtt 
Ins usual and In a {dan of notion. Tliif* friend wrote : 
“ilfi July *4b, hi »*{nto of tin- intidofublo float» tiff’" 
itin|iof»»r 4 i|s'roiii{iaiimt by hi* unlr do riittff*, 
oral f Inii i, % ontr*! mid tu#j muted tlio In»ij|lii# of 
Htmmm * Ajisfutgna. llttrely hud tlioy returned In 
Vitb’icicio* «hvH the Major ilriirfiil Mi* full ft I Vail* 
Inti! «rist for 11** nr nil Flrttry and informed Inin 
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give to Uonera! Floury, *ayi«K ' llrfr §# rt lvii«*r yaii 
fire to take to lh«> Efti§«*tw <d 1 »m making 

no appeal to hi* Ituiiirtiutnmn -'iul 

injC a KUHpMMoti of ho?»!iliio-: ; its **?d« t , * rl *»** »* l**«* 
for diplomatic tiegotwitnm* !■»* a S* r *o**>. | 

need ti {ili'iwiiiU and intrlli^iil and-a * and tin* 

i ,*4 why, tli’iierilS* l have rho^en % *«tg i*'t Ops 
tank. * " 

Cli’lieriil floury titid ’\ t.r !*■ f-»r tbph'nm*’*, o.nd «n 

full of tiirt, '‘wltieti ip the >* ; •* - •+''}/ 4 

Emperor remarked, h *i 

Iiih widow one** 1 how*d, iiP jo <>' •* ** *****' * * % 

|y uUtii*ratomt fit** •Shftie'plfH « who h I * **' **$ ' fc ‘ ^ 

portent’** if tin* aat n*i<* »4 ** * 1f * # *• * » 

and that III* ifti* >r*ed tlo Ipij »!•> * * * ‘ '< ' * * 

bring InwtUit** ** t«* at* t. vb «t >i * * , 1 4 ri rs f 

iibli*. So, *1 by * ** 4 * N ** ^ 1 1 1 *® p 

Ilk aide ih* camp, a oano t g,d » ? /' ♦ ■ f 

wan sealed high lip m tin- frS ^ ^ *• *’ 

With II wluf<* thiH III V’» t ** I , , I U 1 

itartwl out at n\« n m tV nnov **0 *> *• * * - u 

Verona. Tli 1 *m* 4»itwith s*« I >** 1 n<« 

arm* ou the *l*«»t « t em^4 m m »n 1 * f * * . ■ «M 

a* it rolled through thi> %*t* * t*» *d f * s * « l '' 

(hmeral wa*« eordmllj r,* d *d * 3 , j < : a* 

the Etiifjtnor rratiei^«!»*><|4i o? ?•“',! I 1 * * .* 
tor wai in t***d t toil ififp»««rd hi > • v\y \ > .t b 

wan gtdtiug n{», and lie «**i» - o'* t I s ; ^ 

rott» letter iti mliirli tin Ki«|m % *% \ ^ ) * I 4 

poiwl ill a nut tie** fit Jtk % r mu* n > < >,•’*% 

nature to phnp«' the kttnf Th* i,tf,v> 1 c f 4 
Joseph infonnni thneral fhnt*, »les» i,< * * < s vi 
P$ve hii nnpwer till tin n**i| m>*iu I i« «#. py 
politely pointed out tin* IVt th**t 11 iU ,: 4 
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army were on the point of attacking Venice, and then 
retired “well satisfied by the manner of the Em¬ 
peror,” the General says in one of his letters, “that 
my mission would not be in vain.” In fact, early 
next morning, Prince Richard Metternich called on 
General Fleury to inform him that the Emperor 
would receive him at eight the same morning, when 
Napoleon’s envoy was told that the proposed arm¬ 
istice was accepted and that the French Emperor 
had been requested to name a place where the con¬ 
ditions of peace could be discussed. The Emperor 
asked General Fleury to have the French fleet im¬ 
mediately advised of the truce, which was forthwith 
done. Thereupon, General Fleury returned to Va- 
leggio, where his arrival was eagerly awaited. He 
related: “When I said, ‘I bring good news,’ and 
put my hand in my pocket to bring out Francis 
Joseph’s reply, I perceived a look of great relief 
spread over Napoleon Ill’s face.” 

The interview between the delegates of the two 
sovereigns took place two days later at Villafranca, 
half way between Verona and Valeggio. A sus¬ 
pension of arms was immediately decided upon, 
which meant, in the view of some, simply a truce, and 
according to others, a permanent peace. The Em¬ 
press of course was in the latter category, though 
she knew that this peace would find many critics 
both at home and abroad; and she wrote in this, 
sense to the Emperor. The latter replied: “I am 
not surprised at the surprise in France, nor at the 
disappointment in Piedmont. In fact, I would be 
surprised if it were otherwise. Count Cavour is 
furious, and my good friend Victor Emmanuel sees 
what is surely coming. But as Austria may not 
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agree to the conditions which we have laid down, 
nothing is positively decided yet.” On July 10th, 
the sovereigns were to meet, and on that same day, 
before the interview, General Fleury wrote: “X 
think the yonng Emperor of Austria by consenting 
to the interview, must also he prepared to accept the 
conditions which form the basis of the future nego¬ 
tiations. This means peace within a very short time. 
This is great news. It is the triumph of a policy of 
moderation. The Emperor seems delighted, as does 
everybody else, also.” 

General Fleury gives the following largely in- 
edited account of the meeting of the two sovereigns: 
"The interview took place at Villafranca at nine in 
the morning. Napoleon III was the first to arrive j 
but instead of waiting at the chosen spot rode on 
toward Verona, in order to show courtesy to Francis 
Joseph. A half mile further on, he saw the Emper¬ 
or of Austria galloping forward to meet him, and 
they were soon face to face. Then the sovereigns 
pulled in their horses, saluted in military fashion 
and finally shook hands. Napoleon III rode on the 
left of Francis Joseph. Accompanied by their mili¬ 
tary staffs, they returned slowly towards Villafranca. 
They alighted at the house of Signor Gaudin-Morelli, 
in the principal street of the town, and quickly went 
upstairs to the first floor, where they remained quite 
alone for some time, engaged in earnest conversa¬ 
tion. We downstairs, were, in the meantime, asking 
ourselves the question, whether this meeting meant 
peace, or whether it meant a continuation of the war, 
which might lead to a general conflagration of 
Europe. But it was soon learned that in this ex¬ 
change of views between the sovereign of fifty and 
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the sovereign of twenty-nine, the conqueror showed 
4he most kindly spirit. I know onr Emperor was 
much moved by the youth, misfortunes and dignified 
manners of his young interlocutor and wished to 
make the situation as easy for him as possible, fully 
realizing how heavily weighed the crown on his 
brow at that time. Francis Joseph, on his side, 
we learned, deeply admired the moderate language 
and the chivalrous attitude of the Emperor. ‘He 
was much affected by the gentle tones of Napoleon’s 
voice/ said one of the Austrian officers to me and 
‘by the kindness and affability visible in his fea¬ 
tures.’ Said another officer: ‘The sovereigns ex¬ 
changed views, no iron-bound conditions were im¬ 
posed. The French Emperor simply expressed cer¬ 
tain wishes.’ Among these wishes was the cession 
of Lombardy to Sardinia, the creation of a kingdom 
of Venetia under the rule of an Austrian Grand 
Duke, the establishment of an Italian Confederation 
under the presidency of the Pope, a series of reforms 
in the States of the Church, and, finally, a congress 
which should settle the details of all these matters. 
‘I wish for peace,’ answered Francis Joseph, ‘and 
I will give your Majesty a proof of my confidence 
in you, by stating right here at the start, the length 
to which I can go in the way of concessions. I have 
lost Lombardy, hut I can not bring myself to hand 
it over personally to Sardinia. What I propose is 
to cede it to France and your Majesty can do with it 
what y®u think best. As for Venetia, still occupied 
by my troops, I can not think of abandoning that 
which has not been conquered. I am not ignorant of 
the fact that great reforms are needed in that coun¬ 
try. I will do my best to bring them about, and 
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unless I am greatly mistaken, Venetia will hav* 
nothing to complain of in the very near fiitur**.* 
Napoleon did not push further the cession "f 
etia, though he did press the idea of Vend in ttrifif? 
included in his proposed Italian Confederation, 
which was to be under the protection of Austria, 
with the Pope acting as President, hut whom* 
eral features were left vague and undefined, *1 
agree with your Majesty, 1 Francis Joseph aontmtiw!* 
‘in the matter of the crying need of reform* i» III* 
States of the Church, and I am ready to join fore** 
with France in demanding such reforms, though 1 
think we should go slowly in the mutter nrui find 
some practical means of carrying out «ur program 
before proclaiming it publicly,’ *’ 

Speaking of this meeting several year* after¬ 
wards, Napoleon III said to the Empress : ‘‘Thor** 
was one point on which the Austrian Emperor lit id 
much stress and which gave rise, Inter on, to great 
difficulties. I refer to his ardent deni re flint tli«* 


Grand Duke of Tuscany and the Duke of Modetui* 
who shared with him his evil fortune, he restored In 
their thrones. They were both Austrian Arrli- 
Dukes, which made it still more dlfllmill for him u* 


desert them. I felt keenly this dfsutre of the Km 
peror to stand by his allies, but m I could ti«t !!».»« 
tell what fate was reserved for thorn* mifortumitt' 
states, I could not, naturally, promise the Kttiperwr 
anything positive. I did tell him, however, that I 
would do everything in my power to restore them U* 
then- states, provided they granted their people n 
3onstitution and offered a general amnesty. I fur 
ier wanted him that I would follow » like oours,- 
» favor of the Duchy of Parma, and I informed him 
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that ywi mwt 1 hIho * fi^i r t« holjt In thin mutum**, 
l could nw that nil thi* greatly jihuHni the ytmnjt 
Emperor. But Inter rvmtu proved that it watt ini’ 

jmHdhlr to IliiiilltJiili Ilia autonomy ««f theno ducllit’*, 
though it wiw niftier the nrt*i of the j«i|ttjlfif toti-4 of 
fftiHf fitiitrM limit liny iiryi im'dojt of N.irdinm that 
put ait fiiil !*» A ii ■»! rsitii nth> flo-re. Hoi the ipm'-tho* 
flirts in Fniliri** iiiiiul %\ a 4 to v. i.rtmT 

litV iitl»*Ul|oitfi in tlit^ ttiiiflrr nf fha »itiriiar*« \%nn 
jdittply jiliifitiiir* <»r tilic'th* r S lm\e r« Tourer to 

Arm* In niffy mil m\ pi'romml ite^Irrs, t H nnifsa 

I IiiiiI nti iiitoiuton of noiiin t« inlrutirH ** 

(Jofiefitl i‘I* ury rotitifmen Im* inifr.’itioii i»f the 

IltlofvioW, III* folhill ft ; "‘duly till’ tlfst t4rjiM hmi t MM l| 
taken, Notiiiivy hot %%.* i ii tin* ti%'o i-i'ifii-?* 1 iii«I 

pot ill ttiitiiuy and * inis rt.jiiilrd on the word of 

tint other. |!i|! |ln> »■' >30 .■ r'Uito tj| li:liI VoJIlr J,* all 
Hid* ||||*I How itio t w.» nliiff-i vi iii Oil t < nh;.-< i to one 
t Hi I E»i|*« t«»f wart r KI •»'«’; .11 y r,a 4 5 m »44 

Field Mflfvlwl loll ill II la<» 1 ft a ft |«»Jii III I i* v** 'I 

lilt I pr<»tt'!,’ lti» M.I p **tj itjiol, '!•* Ih'i'ji aide to 

tight M|»«* of the «o)thorn of IVltff 

mm * Though file iMUjM-fi.j fr!rffr 4 !‘t ftt» * V rflt 

%% lilt'll iirriitrr*! lulls’ a r* M of y it in m ■<. #si* fulfill 

tioti' young in iijijw‘'itntiirii-. l!n» t %gnl % Her an %n X*' 
|nilr«n ||ir*ii ro%in%«| *tf tJi*« rrnrA toddieri* »f 

lli« Au%tfitifi #rtsii nivl I'untfin Joseph i|«l the umm* 
thing in r**«|«-rt to *»ur iiijiii ‘Hot A»i*t!rsiitt ICiti 
J*«*f**r i«tf»rr«itly e*m%\*hnn-tAnf\ !•-» Iho iw|ti#*4f«ll 
»*f «#tfi4r.<\ «h<*, i\n \ t n hn-'W, hiv, nh n-y usth tho 
< Viii !lo’ l! sirs t tin if or m «fini I %%ii4 

Jillf ti». , lili|f 1% Jifm *r*j 1* -1 h ® h t'* h,7i M i\ j*-r i%! % tin*J of 
tlir Hiinlrfi, for i mu toil, r tiof l$t*w I 4r,12r4 

ihnm tr«o|*4 tl in) *44 fr^iUirnt, AH* r I't,.* 
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Francis Joseph returned the courtesy of Napoleon 
in the morning, and accompanied him a certain dis¬ 
tance from Villafranca on the road back to Valeggio. 
They then parted in a most friendly manner, and 
thus, after a bloody war which has already made too 
many victims, peace was to come, thanks to the Em¬ 
peror’s wisdom and moderation.” 

King Victor Emmanuel, was surprised and deeply 
disappointed at the unexpected turn events had 
taken. At first, he tried not to let the Emperor see 
how vexed he was, and spoke only of his gratitude 
for all that had been done for Italy. But I learned 
that later he gave way to fits of anger when alone 
with Oavour. Only half of his hopes were realized. 
He now saw that he could no longer count on France 
to aid him in the accomplishment of the remaining 
half. He perceived that peace would be concluded 
before he had obtained all the conquests that he had 
in mind. But later events showed that through care¬ 
fully worked up popular votes, he secured much that 
he had expected to win only on the field of battle. 

The Emperor continued: “During our interview, 
nothing was written between Francis Joseph and 
myself. But on reaching Valeggio, I quickly wrote 
down our conversation as I remembered it and re¬ 
quested Prince Napoleon to carry the summary to 
Verona and obtain the signature of Francis Joseph. 
Though my choice of envoy was criticized in some 
quarters at the time, the selection was the right one. 
My own cousin and the son-in-law of Victor Em¬ 
manuel—the king of Sardinia could rely on him to do 
his utmost in favor of Italy. I knew that as he was 
dealing with a foreign sovereign, Prince Napoleon 
would maintain an attitude and assume a language 

42 
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itVf * 1 |*» liu i , %|w i t*'!r4 itatU tiiffl tIflijfr>F filial' l*lf» 
A si*S f t.u ; ianhum ill wliirh lir fu!Hllr<l 
itH-'unjH j‘r«*v*f«I iliiit I %% n *4 u in my 

in *4 h%in t \»*‘i n fiiiiiiirti fur 

m-« 4 ist U»’ « ?} 5 <*iii«iil W vvim! 
iiiiurri * 1 ! 4 * * iv tt *ri iju 4»iiui*rr from !V»**j**tt„* 
n H«? vi*' l»n<m is<*n‘ tljjif th%'f0 wim 

dAUts* i sii liyif xjiiiirii-r. V <*» M«»hku hmt snifS 

Ail \% an Iiji Hi mui %hM !'kr llltilsiIiEII 

*f ft%u iSi.jt4;fls *«f iu-r tmlsfisr* furc«’n wit.* runt 

| f 411141 till’ I’rluaimiitf tlril'4 Vkil* fruity !<* llJftilrft 

r la n® Tr **<| * v < * r* ,Jr* 4 'H ttl irrtnit.ij 

4 - f 5 * 4 ' I j iVt± i \i ! j*i .'*< 1 ? «,tv m* 

<4 *Ei4 !\ I fj,< 11 *■#?, |*o |1 tu fjj| uf »fil 

to’.ru' ■ # 1 K *4 1 * * H, 4 s< I « r„ un 4 lllill 

* t ■* ; < i i * , * i j< ,»t } n mi uriiiy 

’ <'•> ^ f r i * 1 ,, ' " i ” !, ' , « ‘ 1 i ' ' « * 

«4 3 4 » > t * < * * • * i ’ ' /* * * <1 t » ,< I; l*» juili 

4 . .4. > .1 i.| \ " . ] 

>* 1 % . * *' | . . • < 4 * ! ’\X 1 3 i ! * Wii lint! 

> 4 , i < u . . n , j <H i > «i I t 

Ssl^-I 4 «11|4 S '** u ,m<uf li? H | |i»-* Sin ill ?!*** ,\tl» 

3s* n 4 '|i|.*r !4 t it h* U I faJii'.-s |'rr»'SV<"4 

utrl 4 li’iiii ^n4n*'4u%*A ly l<* 

% : % 4 *.r 1 hr *4 lllill Ijjlrft n«\%‘ 

l?n * n lur ly !|^' Vrmct- at II,»■ ims*'. T 4 * % tfmf 

tiAUA t, li sii . ill A'* *1 is*T K« 4 |*rfur **f 

Si* la 443; m 4U fla* f ** 1 w-»f4fe ’1 -irft flunk 

li*' I-flija' »'<*} lliiS If jut lull?! | 1 -uSj| laalii lllmf 

His- hn^*n *4 try* i«,i 4 iilml irtif* 

a!i14r- mjih fm lu -a%-A liar m!r-rr»U *4 my 

I i»% i ji'jin? Iir>! i ui nr! lisrtf %f \ ut| iia-ir l« liikr 

l<v«ti 5 il r|rS»l t»n # I 1 

, iii44 ilia* tmhlii* **% -intusi Ik ill |*i 
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in my case, as it is I who must make all the sacrifices 
in this instance/ The Prince and the Emperor then 
took up the document which I had penned, examin¬ 
ing it paragraph by paragraph. The first paragraph 
contained the statement that ‘the two sovereigns will 
favor the formation of an Italian Confederation.’ 
This raised no objection. The organization of this 
confederation was to bo regulated by a congress and 
put under ‘the honorary presidency of the Pope/ 
This was the second paragraph and the word ‘ hon¬ 
orary’ was taken exception to at first by the Em¬ 
peror, but was finally agreed to. The third para¬ 
graph dealt with the cession of Lombardy to me, 
who ‘in accordance with the expressed wishes of the 
people of that state will hand it over to the king of 
Sardinia.’ Francis Joseph took exception to the 
words ‘in accordance with the expressed wishes, etc/ 
and stated his objections in these words: 4 1 can 
recognize only the law as laid down in our treaties, 
according to which I am the owner of Lombardy. 
As I have been defeated in arms, I agree to yield 
that province to Napoleon III, but I cannot in a 
document which I am expected to sign have any 
cognizance of a law or right emanating from a so- 
called “people”; that smacks too much of the He vo¬ 
lution. You may use these words in dealing with 
the king of Sardinia, if you will, but you will readily 
understand that I, the Emperor of Austria, cannot 
accept such language. Napoleon will grasp my 
meaning fully/ The Prince bowed, admitted that 
the Emperor’s objection was perfectly justified 
under the circumstances, and the words to which 
he took exception were erased. 

“There was, next, some discussion concerning the 
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of fViirliirrii nisil Mnutua. ‘I riitltiol 

t i f tirtus i« l*’*nvt* tiirw Mi’nmthuhh which it ium 

iiihI i* Mfill ill j»u?* 5 i»‘Hhiu :4 i*f,* flu* Ktttjicrtir: 

* iiijil*’** flu -a |f f hr iillini uniitim 

j.p*»! Lihs-ii fV;4,*tii«'frt, I jtlmuhi iifp|rri4nii(| Xii|i«|#iin 

tH? !»i !*< > 'I* flirt! |*hirr ; | ti|! |!i \ tr<n*|H iif i* ntill 

l*J*'*» t >*’ ?*n\ hi 111** Kmj»rr*'i !lmt rvrti if, per- 

. i »*•!'*' W llhlUf to «|u mini! In* ItfkH, It 14 111 ** 
Ij**.*!*! of tilp-’ll || rtlllfHr |*p i||$. 

i ‘*nti lint %i\v IIJI liny of itir^r fWftVitftr!,* 

‘*Tli*’ jiiit’ii#_ir«tj»li r«mtwmiif ! f Vrii*>!u» "which wit* 

£*i t”* *4 tin* |jfiijni*.tri,| Ifiiliiin rti||fr4«*l’Hlttlll 

I'riiMiiuiiif umlitf ikv vnmti «f Austria* mutt 
t4 r,l»»I*t«*4 without iii»y lint imt *u tin* fifth 

wh*<*h tiiirt wr\ «ii|»i#ii*sit ttinl mitl m 

a , * IM.r fa 4* *»,,* %-fvn,^,, a ill iiwiln every efTtiff, 

*,•%&* pi Urn! **f liiiiiuy r« ?■«* ui III*, 1st llitlisilaill 

|p llnnr ntiit-i ft thv I#i4it4 I ink*- «»J Tu-onm) iificl ||)r* 

| of if th» 4 r* an! miiii. 4,1 *m,| n 

***ti I Shr- l'tli’iipi' 1 1 tf «tl*< <t| !«» !ji*f J♦Ill'll&»* ' v\- 

4,’§i*t ihnt of lnniii|f i i in iiftiiii,* whirl* h« 

3«ti*k*’«f U|w4l ||fl illi rlM'niinilfrlllr’Ilt !<i f *'% p|l|tt«IlJtf*Jf 

2 !!i*ftAi!tv«, 'I mn iiiitln iicritMinil niter ifler*, htil I 

tint find Will fo-f fsifitair %i\\ fr|||!iVr# ntftj fulfil* 
fill n!U*'». * I fan in*’* I a! fiir tttti« tlisif f Iftt||p mi 

tm* With ifa * *»f 4 | ii A h iMaJiotjit,, W«ffI 4 ftf» 

tn * !* n k s ns* |*> 4 4 %'t ati4 I «n<» nd^tiin'd th^t 

fit*' f<tn* t*I '4 man *»lt I hr |h»i«I m£ 

f*rltl,iii h » tiiAt!* t t with lit* » Hn tf 

?»r»' Htit . | it S 1 111 j f '|r ; -!nsi 4 pAinht hr |Hi® fmf f|;p 

*f4««riiriit, Aa thr I«f Ihifiim, wliicli I^rtiirr 
mntijil Ini'ir hlnnl |,,« iru Aiiit*' 9 rtl |*i M|*f- 
«-Iitiin 4 tl«« iMiiii-r-fitf »»f A life Inn »iii 4 , ' Il« iic»t ispf ii» 
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tionS OSpOClftllv UB the Duelo**** i' 4 II* 1 ! li tnriil- 

ber of my family mid I ran tmi gin* up which 
do not belong to me.’ 

“Paragraph aix provide*! that t*,.» - *•-;*.tub 

should aak tho Holy Father l<* u >. h-d 

reforms in bin static and tie* rongi.- ■** t.* «l« -".'la 

whether tho ndnaniatratiuit *4* fl.** I 4-4 • •-•• •^-■'■dd 
not bo quite separated from hpiritu.d %in \ml 

finally it wan derided Hint full imd <^5r}-V?>- 
was to bo granted* on bnlli m«Ic>, tr id! |»«-i . «•. «ii 

promised by the events which lad jtof r.*i« ti phuv 
in tho belligerent states 

“The interview had laM<*tt !«*»♦ h<'ur>, itnd rm 
agreement had hern nuclei mi «li ,4 *. 

At tho end, Prince \1q»*h-Hi! mf**nr., 1 I 14 : 
Joseph that he had pmumrd w«* **•* !«• Pe-i .*» \ ,4 *./ 
gio before ten that uniiu* rv»*nu«g 11 .* I.soj*. n*r 
replied that he would have lie* wnt4*» 4-«t 
drawn up forthwith, and In* tie-?* «•..* -H « 4 *1** 
Prinoe to a hull where dinner ivn wu;* *r, !-.%% ng 
him alone. At half pu«t mm. ih»* 1Imp* ».=* tu. r 
Prinoo again, hringing with lum t4 m.!*, 1 . 4 . ■«? 
ment as arranged by him. Ii emtas>.«d o,*- 4 ,44 
modifications nettled upon at tie* mu |’ t 

Napoleon felt that it wn* ttn-bis t,. «*-* t -. 1 

the Emperor to change on .... e,. t* < 

and there requested him to <ogn hr* mw» 4*«.-*r?r* **» 
just as it stood. Rllt tile latter III fir*'? 1 4> <- 8 r,t '\i\ 
me know first, he swd, * wti**tli**r thr l*r?*j«« *■> ? \ 
poloon agreoa to the change* winch t w*,*- nm-i. m 
his original document mu you , | 3k * 

The Prince replied : if your «;!! j 4 >*•>% 

which will save much time, perlmi*^ I »4i S r,. 
that the document i« reform-*! u* y ,, n u ui->rr*>* 
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THE HECK) NO KMI’lIUt AM* Itkl.tk'S %'S ITT 

The cause of Italian unity |»hiy«*.l an imfmrtmd 
part itl the foreign policy of tin* Srrond iimyn-** \t 
time a, it oven hud much inflmmee **n ! !*«' atl.m -* 
of Franco. It deeply inton-xied U*ih fa** Ihiipn.ir 
and the EmproHH. The latter repaid* d milarr its 
religious aide* in ho fur iih it umao-rn* d the fVjte 
and the old Bln tea of the tlmreli, Tm* I Inqu-rat 
cared more for the polities! a*p«H *•! lb** *fn* 
with all ita many ranutleittioiw. Hut jh»- lira r*<ip»«- 
quoneo of the. Italian war, with all it* *i, hiU»- 

and big, rather wearied the Kitip* im* . } h! thm 
complicated Italian huaiim**/* hr ii-h -4 i>* rt) at t.hm 
time; “I have wished more than that I j.ad 

never gone bo far into it. M lit tie* .j»g pug* •* 

some of thOBC eonaequeitees lire totirh'-d hf 4 « f!) 
by the aid of notes and eoitv**r««H*or», >wA \uq>i* * 
siona of various kinds mviv* d *it th** inir umi 
strengthened and matte morr divide*! In r.-mhog, 
personal interviews with iiiKrui«li«**l ttalmsi* ami 
several journeys into that delightful l«ia| *4 h^t.«n 
cal charm and natural betitity. 

The war had ended vieltirion; u!I j art *,«*»» #»t 
homo seemed to join tn the triumph *»f «>\ii $%% nos" f u 
and to lay aside for 14 time tindr j.fiuiir tt i*d 

demands. But the political aide of ih<> tuilmn . S h.m 
tion was still full of difiltailtlw; fhr mirninl mitm 

m 
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princes, if it could be done without % j* *3i 1 1 ?i# 

rights of peoples doctrine. Tin- itii-aiij I 
unity did not so much appeal to in*-. m*4 I w 
pooially desirous to see maintain' d Tn--.ni 
o my. 

“At first, King Vidor F,immune ! p> *■< ; 
carry out scrupulously nil tin* d.-nr * ‘- f -- 

of Yillafranca. In Florence, then- w = f'-m,. 
tion between the partisans of the einni i<* 
of Grand Duke Leopold nml tin* padr-om, -i 
Emmanuel. All our nympnUm-?. «*i« th« 
of the Grand Duke and in fnv*«r ui . 

omy. But we recognized the ififfieiaSiu •> *u d,, 
of the realization of fids plan, r’ipri* i; uh 
minister at Florence wrote m**: *Thr r« % 4u’; 
string is too tightly at rung mid 
too deeply wounded. 1 In hi* opinion, a s> 
was possible only with the nid *»f Fi*n.-h u 
which was of course out of the t|u«-Hti**n lml> 
letter occurred this passage: • th*- tfraud Mui, 
sumptive might have had some rhan.v m v;.v 
Prince Napoleon had nut stayed m W..t« m*. . ,* 
cany had not been abandoned for 1««* sn^Mh 
handed over to the intimidating iitrii^F .. 
clubs and to the pressure brought t<» p, ;U 
ernmont bent on annexation, mid if tj„. p:.u,u 
not been in the enemy‘a camp, lie* Tin^n, | 
will not now hear of the father or the ne.i > 
prefer anything rather than n rettim \\ ir i\ 
royal family, 11 Though there mumm-d a *>* 
number of partisans of 1W«« Mi ^%,r U 
they wore overpowered by th« «i*m v „u ti U r 
Baron Ricasoli, whose biting mat itrdrj 
made a powerful impresniim tm the pnhhr 11 . 
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ly issued a call to arms ‘against those defeated at 
Solferino. , 

“We did all that persuasion could accomplish.. W e 
sent two special missions to Florence. I let it be 
known there that I would personally be pleased to 
see the Grand Duke or his son restored to power. 
Nothing availed. An assembly called together by 
Baron Ricasoli’s government, voted almost unani¬ 
mously to annex Tuscany to Piedmont. Would the 
king of Italy—rather, the future king of Italy—ac¬ 
cept the gift 1 ? IIow should I act in the matter! What 
would be the opinion of the great powers? Such 
were some of the questions that puzzled me and my 
advisers at this moment. Our minister at Turin in¬ 
formed us that Victor EmmanuePs first impulse was 
to decline the offer made by the Tuscan assembly, 
but that his decision was modified by the pressure of 
his immediate circle. The closing words of the 
king’s speech to the Tuscan delegation whose correct 
text was sent us by the minister, pleased me very 
much. It ran as follows: ‘The full realization of 
my desires can be accomplished only after negotia¬ 
tions concerning Italian affairs. Strengthened by 
the powers which your decision confers upon me, I 
will support your cause in dealing with foreign gov¬ 
ernments, and especially with the magnanimous Em¬ 
peror of the French who has done so much for this 
Italian nation. I trust that Europe will not refuse to 
do for Tuscany, what she has done for Greece, Bel¬ 
gium and the Principalities, whose claims were not 
all so well founded as your own.’ And here prac¬ 
tically ended our efforts to keep Tuscany an inde¬ 
pendent nation.” 

The Emperor and the Empress were specially in- 
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trustful. !I«* vwti riirri*‘ii f hi* apirit of apilrfulnoMH 
ao fur ns to to allow thoM* *»f hi* Mtbjtrf*♦ 

who hud M*r vvd uiahr \aj ih*« »u I t <> w»-ar tlo* im ■« In I 
t»f St. Iiototm. Thr 1 MiL»* \\:vi a d« \ ot«-d la u! «*n;ud 
of tlir KiiijH*r»»r of An »tria and ua < j»:triiaidarly 
j«rofj«miit'» d in 11 »^ hut r« d of f h<* j «.11 ? 1 an . ><f luiU.m 
unity. Tti.* I*i< dniojjti .»• »■» 111 uiu n■ joins* w h<* ua•» >»*nt 

to Modt-iiji r« t ji\. in-d, in t In- middle of \ u-’ii ! S"d«'» 
till V, tthiolt dri-iihd uimuanoir k tho fall of 

till’ dlilo* and ! !** * itSiiir %nl ion of fin* dials) t <« S.i r • 

dinift. 

** till! I did n«*{ # 4 tfltv that opinion, hind !la* J lui 
|»«*rot% an*I roromiia nd» d Modm*-*.* ro\ »-rn 
motif, iit»{ that 1 f» It any *0 input hy f*«r th** I hil.*\ 

whioti I did fad, tm! kr.ns'.o I Lad tin* id< a that, if 
Ilia I hn*liy of iLiifisa u < 1 <• anu< v« d {«* f‘jrdnsoit!, 
M*uhna iniyl.t t*o !.*"*,» «j, In r-anjo-i; -a!i»*a, to thr 

Voting im\ « 1 t-u»n I hit I al !* 1 w.ii-i ! - and that if 

ttfi ! 4 tlirtsnill t«* f hi ndu-nir h rat; • < \ u*-t s la 

\V IIH Itlltt slliiu' to lay ;t'r,d«- la r a! i iff J tfnr '.] dr•, 5 n 

favor *»f 14 r**v ointiouiiry aub'dihition, mr!s m | *mjy 

Jp' M f r 11 , \!nf»-o\ * f, llu- nf 1 * 11111111 , lil'strf of 

till* t L»imSo do t ’liiiliihof d, 1 *■ 1 i that -■ In rordd 11 * »f in*- 
rojit a whn* 1 » vumld hr n«dil L**r at thr *•%- 

jirtitio of th«* hrolfa r 111 km *»f lL«* I oiiisf, and fr- 
Iiainlirriifiy fhr hiialiirati ulmdi !Vntivk 1 V had ill 
will?* allow II tlio Idlfrlir «tr- H<*rr> # ihr I**p*V|ti fogJSat 
it all fhr tlifttrnj! for Ju-r f*. rnU-r into in % plan. 

S«* tho, Ido* ?«» iimssy otla'f nf tny \ti'dis->4 r^nivni- 
iiiff ttdnryi I! ulittii n! tin is 11 ills’, had t»» !«• nhau ■ 
doiinl. * * 

Hut %iliii! troiihh d tli** ILiiijo-ror mid th** Kmpr**nH 

tlir ini*’il in nil f la ■-> 11 si iiiin inil*ro||Ia» I ha a«».. 
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formed the Six Legations of tin* Papal State*. At 
the beginning of the war, a FfvuHi r< mm*-?,; «*»vu 
pied Roma, while the Uumngmt wm* uu.irthd by 
Austrian troops. The Staton ot tie* i am «m w*we 
neutral ground, where it wan under th* i»* w.ts 
to bo no fighting. BernUM* of tie- pr« -,riue- «>1 tie' 
French troops, then* was no di»turban*-,- m L* one 
throughout the eonfliet au<! tin* w**uM hu\ «♦ 

boon the case in thi* Romagna it tie- «*i 

Austria had not caused his troops to .e-uu!.- ell Pm 
Legations on dune RJth. 

Concerning this unfortunate notion, i!**- r.ni|*rj*»r 

had niado this comment: “FrnncL do »ej,h wa■» hi 
no way obliged to withdraw from lie* Papal St at* •», 
and by ao doing he offered a five th-M i<» *':.<• t »--4 *-* 
lutionary movement and forever put ,m end u* Xm 
trian intlucmce, not only in the P**prM ib-mmoum 
but in all central Italy. It was jda.n to the 
caroloss observer at tin* time and of r«»m 'hi.»v, 

that tho moment the Utuimgna was detaeh.-d fi,uu 
the possoBHious of the Flmteh, it wa«■» p.en that 
tho Grand Duke of TuHenny mid the Iink*-** ».j Mo 
dona and Parma would he driven from Lour nintv,, 
As soon as the Austrian soldiers left Hob^im, ii.e 
pontifical anus were turn down and Victor tlm 
manual was proclaimed dictator, Ruvrimn, |>Yr 
rara, Forli, Imola, and Vm-mn followed the *■ Simple 
set by Bologna, and thus the Pope bed the 

Romagna. I protested ugnimd mn-h « rt-.tw of 
things, against deeds of violence which u»u*- 
contrary to tho ntipulat joiih of the Er*aH «.f \\lU 
franca and I demanded that the Pualun*nic!o> ttt«»|»s 4 
be withdrawn from Bologna, But no iitU'iilmi, *.»•» 

•nairl to mv »* 
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The Empress was much afflicted by this spolia¬ 
tion, and she strove, by every means in her power, 
to prevent the six towns from being taken from the 
government of the Church. She had long foreseen 
all the complications which would spring from the 
Italian war and was consequently heartily opposed 
to it from the very start. Eugenie distrusted the 
king of Sardinia and his counselors, and felt sure 
that the Pope would be one of the chief victims of 
the “struggle for independence.’’ 

“As a way out of all these difficulties,” continues 
the Emperor, “I had proposed an Italian Confed¬ 
eration with Pope Pius IX at its head. But the 
Holy Father, I learned at the time, was vexed with 
me for having asked Francis Joseph, when the pre¬ 
liminaries of the treaty of Villafranca were being 
negotiated to join with me in bringing about the ad¬ 
ministrative separation of the Legations from the 
Papal States. Nor was he pleased with me for hav¬ 
ing proposed that the Pope be the ‘honorary’ head 
of the suggested confederation, especially as he was 
informed that Francis Joseph did not like the ex¬ 
pression. I was afterwards told that he considered 
this title a piece of empty flattery, hiding dark de¬ 
signs, ‘a mere snare,’ but what these dark designs 
were, that the Holy Father never told us. So the 
Pope would have nothing to do with my proposal 
and any real conciliation became impossible, much 
to my own and the Emperor’s distress.” 

At another time the Emperor said, speaking of 
this same Italian complication: “I was of course 
much troubled over this state of things. England, 
on the contrary, was delighted, for she saw that the 
consequences of the war would be just what she de- 
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sired,—the complete unification of the Italian na¬ 
tion. And this wan the wry thing that t « rdmd to 
avoid. Iliad hoped to deliver tlr iVuiuMda fi**m 
all foreign influence and control, and !•* fnru 
mont, but not to hand over tin* uh.«le «»f lrd> to 
that power. Ho, with this Hid in 1 !..»■ !« m 
peace between Austria and our- U» p hop no/ tlor 
to check tbo revolutionary m**\• m. m u h:.*;, I p. r 
ceived was gaining groussd rapidly ; and, n? the • am»* 
time, I sought to hold back l*inim»mf, Inf all Bui 
was too late. The revotn! imiary v» a 4 

awakened, and, m we soon saw, the undjea!f*<u of 
Italy was brought about, mid, with it, much ivlup.m^ 
agitation in Prance. 

“I had long been persuaded that 1‘itr* t\ r-uld 
rotain control of the Homagim only «m e.uatshoii 
that he secularized the government. ThU «,.»•* m* 
novel idea, For some twenty Venn, the f ,»-^niuon 
were withdrawn from punt bind iimlimtn and «-u 
joyed a government based on the {radium pi nieipP- 
of modern civilization. But the e*»m/rr»n «.f Vowm 
once more brought them iiiider eerie ‘.uriiml mith-r 
ity. An enlightened policy would h «* & V 8 * f # i $ ’ f I I f | f * I 
account the situation in which the) had h.-« « pliml 
during so long a space of time, and h> \d., bin 
dling, would have endowed them with m: 4 s!u?o*n * ivt 
similar as possible to those which the) had ju-ii 
Instead of tins, however, they weft* u« <t t? * % # u i in- 
privileges which they had enjoyed tip to tdC. t 
remembered that Chateaubriand before |*oi iin ,\ 
Count do. Saint Aulnire after that date, limits pbop-d 
out in energetic terms the dangers of Mirls 11 *>% nfriu, 
which they pronounced to la* fatal. The tiomon^ 
of my youth were always with im* in ui'p-i bp- t 



was brought up amidst liberal ideas ami a respiK 
fnr religion, Tin* atmosphere which I breathed 11 
a hoy and ymnur man was full uf rmtflietiiifc ii 
llumtci'H, 1 mnriiiliiT hcarimr h 5u, * f, n Unrlmi.e a a 
in l >‘'*'11: ‘If tin* 1‘upi- were tmly di>po>ed to mnk 
a few necessary emie* ' .imm, h<* wmiM mi the mm 
row he the chief uf all Italy. He mieht even diet at 
the law tu all Kurope, and rest me fe reliidon, allie 
with liherfy the splendor and pump of the ulde 
daysd This remark pearl rated deep inf u my am 
and the meiiinrv of if u;i ■ m»t effaced when 1 \va 


in hrotielif fare fo face 


this wry pro! 


leftt, Mv nhurtive Italian t ’onfederntimK with tli 
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tately and which might cause ei>mprjcjii..»n* • •!’ a 
very serious nature. He moved very cauimu 4;*, wim 
very reserved in what he *mid 111,5 s ’• 

which offered him these new pus*.«*sMi*m , o:. i • * 
pressed his high respwd, us ‘a catholic pnne.*,* t**r 
the head of the church. IP* Mm* rvU-n* 4 t-» ‘ •-> i 
generous patriotism of the Emperor ‘4 Ho* i i*-nru 
who will surely aid in bringing about f h»* gr*-ut • !«■• d 
of reparation which he has ho wi ll commi-need, u 
deed which will assure him of Italyh* g? ofihul*,’ 
The king clearly saw tlmt it would not In* i*niV f*» «*’t • 
tie such an important quotum ahm«% mid that I -u 
rope should have the luml word in tin* matter, Mo 
were both agreed on this point." 

It is easy to guess what nilvit*ly nil ihP* nrcn Untied 
the Empress, She had always bent openK «*|q«o«*d 
to this Italian war, m t have ahead* mud, and had 
predicted what the results would bo "with i<-m;uh 
able foresightednesH/ 1 one of her friend h wa-* kmd 
enough to write her. Her sympathy for Hu* *«*\ 
ereigns who were overthrown wan iucreusnl when 
the catastrophe came, nml it id wav s remained ■%% ii!» 
her as a special sorrow. The blow m the imp** 
wounded deeply her fervent religion* i^nilunrig-., 
and the wound did not heal during the iw **f th«* 
Second Empire, Throughout the whole tv, urn, ti|.< 
Roman Question waa erne of the great worn, .* of 
the government and caused the Emperor iimr*- ^ ora¬ 
tion than almost any other public event *»f hn rub-. 
In fact, it long remained for Prance n unsolder mg 
and bewildering problem. 

The enemies of the Kmmri Empire have 
criticized the Italian policy of Napoleon 111. The* 
say that, by hie support of this P«pe, h*- nti«-j m *ed 
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tht“ #<mcl u til of Now Italy and thr vast majority 
of thr Italian proplr and r.sprrinlh of thr honsr of 
Savoy. Thin rritirism in partially into. But thrnr 
voitomotts parti.atw know Ilia! thoro were two KtdoH 
to tin* qm’-timi and I hoy falo* r;ond ran* tmvrr to 
ntato tin* tit In* r nidr, Thrtm is tin* Frmrh Fair, tin* 
homo \ sow uf iho < jurat ion, Franco in at hrnrt ti 
< 'utlmlir fountry, and (1 1 1^ vwm tuorr tin* rust* per 
haps in fin* utiddh* of thr la-! rniltsr\ than it F 
to day. Tin* ronrordnf thru r\i toil, Thr Pupr and 
tin* I’lmpi-ror worn roripromlh hound. If Xapolrott 
lit had wholly (unit'd hi.-, hark on tin* Holy Father 
in iSaP, ho would Irnvr awalo-urtl a lit rr«* opposition 
at homo whit * h would hu\ r I «*■« ii fatal to Litn and tin* 

«lyiuu t;.. Tin* oulv appiu’osid) ndV rourst* whh to 
hoop out «u!;r«-l) from t ho 1{ aliau imhro^lio. lint 
tldn wa , fui*i’o oa v to . ;tj fh.tu t*< * 1<i. Tin* I’hnpJVHH 
idwa) •• pi rario d m dr. > a *\ Ins* i< addy tvrojp 
ui.’od that it w a > \» i \ dstLouif |»» jo.trft.o w ha! ah*' 
pt oarh* d 11 * i * ■ iUMisi. h> h tsi Fian**o and in Italy, 
war an iufhioiifsal p.uH whirls d< niundrd tip* in 
foil, cut a»u of Franco. It j;. ( j »i f* oi U plain t * * * In y 
to nupailia! imi.d thut \apo|. on III hud old) 

tip* dl.Ui'f !n|lA»«it two o\ its | fo pi « totT*'d t ho ISO 

Idol* rmsj .«■, and ouoo Inn im; plump d into th»* Itldiaii 
raliipairii, dd Jo * h« - ? ?<« iu \ fan 1) to lioth partir- 
in loth ami to L« - p In mind, at !h«’ ;.»in;o tunc, t lu¬ 
poid ioiil in* <-i > ? '3 and domain 5 ,' a* homo Kohod) 

roidd h.n o id.-!*!, Mjrr. . d* d und« V Hinds rirnuii 

jdaiu'o'n and \ap*d rii, w i.*» I r«-.ju» nth wpoho with 

flio Idsopl* all*! rto 1 j !'.«!.d , oh this -llhjort, 

fihva) ■* Fit that to- Lad don*- fur duty and laid nr• 

cnjnplr hi d flir host f !;a! nd« I h.no )»o«-h o \ J tor !*-i| 

I’Ll? tl.oriiau’o, tla- Flisporof rofoly lirrdrd fr t Ulid 
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tranquillity. The hearty welcome which he ttttd Im 
troops received in France and Turin mi their return 
from the war did not cause him to target th*- dm 
malic scones through which In* had s*» recently 
passed nor wholly soothe his overw 01 ked **t **iii, 
wliile the complicated problems wbieb Mdl r*> tfiatii^d 
to he solved called for bodily tvpuM*. it' hr wa>» tod 
to break down under the hmih Tin* Kmpren-* nN,« 
needed, though to a less degree, a respite from the 
anxieties and (‘motions of tin* pied l<-w imotilre 
They resolved, therefore, to go in id hrenth«* f»«r a 
while the pure mountain air of the IHtviim-i bm«uv 
socking their favorite Hummer n*M*rt mi tin* 
shore at Binrritr,. tWsequently, «*n August 17, 
1859, the court left Kami (loud for lie* Smith. (hi 
reaching Tarhes they spent the night vuib M. K*o»M, 
the minister of finance, with whom n long U2K im 
had concerning the financial situation of tie* o.uiitty 
resulting from the Italian war. It wa. ulwn> * fli«* 
habit of the Emperor to mingle inmim with jd« o ■ 
urc, and though the Empress did Ism* hr*t on tin > 
occasion to keep his mind entirely fi<<. fr«»m 
matters, in which etTort sh** was witriuh !4»*e«si»t«-d !»y 
M. Fould, who found Mijmlvuu limUtig w^trtten 
could not wholly accomplish lln^ mid. “ U»* w«*dd 
go over the whole subject, and did if with he* tmmd 
talent for all state affairs,” M. Fould him u n?t« u, 
in soma souvenirs of the Emperor which he pic 
pared at a later period. 

The Emperor and the Empre** were iniieli emu 
fortod by the cordial way in which the p«n,ph- t«- 
ceivcdthem, which led the Emperor to remark • “(if 
course these cheering crowds are id way** n halm 
to my soul, and when the ovation cunm* fnnn ttmne 

BO 


HimthiTiK'rs, I am all tin* inmv tuurhrti hy it; fm 
Ihi'n* *-'*'m«’thim? pariirularh >ii h-i* r** in t ltrir af* 

plim-Hf, Til.- <• '»»u!ft**i'it ma .1 i air un>|UrH i<mal*h 


m*an r t«< ratlin* than air u* «»!' thr u*«rtis.‘* 

Ha thr I ,} ?a, at “» r 111;&*. 9, lhr\, las Pal nq- St. S.tU * 

Vr»f, Pli*' m! fijt* Hi** f | <nf (tl <■ » |1fr i *\ I > In nil \ ill.’U-'rH, 
w liri'r, t»‘i a ti'W «! a» > at l< a S, tu»\ l< i| a lirhtrhf 
full) ifui> ! lit* . mak air • ■ vur-imi ■ !»* 1 .11 a. (Ja\amir, 




all that ho wanted, while l turn i 

wanted,”—and he indulg'd in a knowing uinl «.j‘ 
the eye, away that he sometime* had with th««*** who 
were very near to him. 

The Emperor had known (hand A re*** w iim Loth 
were young men; for both had hem t« 

When in lHihi, after tin* Stradmre I’nmm 

Louis was transported to Amenea, \r* -e hm*; *n<-d 
to Liverpool, embarked there uiibehimwn t«» t!i*- 
Prince, and when the latter finally !•«*! mu Am* t 
lean soil, tiie first face he *aw a^ait-m? lam mu, the 
quay was that of his warm!) unuehrd 1 1 u-ud. S*» 
the Emperor and the Count inn* alwm * jwetihai !> 
united in the elosesf. ties of an *4*1 t'i truddsiji, mid 


at the moment now under review, th. \ w <-iv j*.sr?$**ij 
larly drawn to one another; far mmv ?h»- «mU, 
and especially since the smhh n rlm«*, ,.f ih,- C.iLm* 
campaign, Count Arose hud kepi up a ^s-ad* e««r 
respondenoe with the Emperor c«.ne< mm- Immu 
interests. Thus, in duly In* wrote: “I am !.» 

speak with you frankly ns in the dn> s of \reu»nheig 
and New York, tn the first place, quirt im :u< % ,»•!> 
concerning your state of health, for, »tier midt yi* at 
mental and bodily strains, you juhv w« II In* ad mu? 
Do toll me of the Empress, too, \%l «* two dunv.l « it It 
you all the uncertainties of tin* ramjmum.’* Tin* 
Count then went on to prove that Italy w««uld imf hr 
ungrateful. “Believe me, for you imm I r .j.«-uk 
just what I feel to be the truth. After rn«.»om 
from the first surprise occasioned throughout all 
Italy by the news of such n sudden and iitt.-ij•«***!vd 




nl Mtuauuu am! it* ln‘tti*r apprimmu* 
Irmuh 1 1 * *s 11 * {"«(!* Italy, {>ist tlii.H cltsi’H 

• <• !11 think nf what yuii may Htill 

"iir uni hm, whirli itHH 

11 {* > * j ; \«■ i i a mu- nf h« r Mitm*rv 8 i 
«<t y "it, i • *, fu fake Miir cuuMt In 

I i . ’-itiv ! * > triumph. U\ ihurny this 
v. am! f l» h tit h ■ t > t ills* ml 

at if utf«‘ *•! Italy.” \\ fnm t ht- Km 

• - ratia-r la-'fi s!m\\u jh.ra f *, h»* 
111j• i* a \u‘ hint Hi*’ l«t !> r «!>*«»„ 
I a If \\ sal ; ’ ’ Tin * t{» M' <ii a* mini likn 
»h I 1 «’ w r< t ?a 1 1 ; i ’' httar, il** Hilly 

ill f! I ■ it*i! tlithrijl! !m r'lirm wh itMH 
■ s .i l* iiiji'i, tuna lu-.-ii n t kniiit jitni 
i a ?.!! n < j . .*!l*'«l |it'i'-tMiiiiafi' ititti 

. * > hi • t" • u I'"th. t rath»*r think 

■ J ■.. , i, ' * * 

.a •* 1 .i i \ < \ \ ! i • mil*. I* f«»r 

1 a- a. mil ulna? f ha! In* !m«t 

. .it *•**. ai.aiii; h«r ««1 1 1 i#• M. , «i>>m 

. »■>'•;? «• fh.ill a* li-.ii .Si rt*m snmiivt 

: *i, \tiaii i '.‘Mil, ;h'’ vi !'«»!.* f.» Jr.lli, 

•a T hat h*' \s i*> t«’ 

vi i ''| ,un fsijSlp I*'?) IiiiTil 

t. ISia.tJ! I*M y.m J }**1 llflllt*! 

* I • > ■ ■ j i«* i * f, 111 ;■ i! «*.aH !•*■ iU'Htig 


U i V 
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through which wo have gone, and we *0.**it!< 1 t*«I ns n 
fresh and severe blow liny *I«*t«*»if "t **ur Italian 
policy.” 

Count Arose ronohod Kt. Smiu tir «*u \wsn ? .*•», 
1859; his special mission was ?*• 1» .n u ?h. Foo*--!'*: '• 
views as to what ho thought slonm! t*'* * i; *' *• i'F “* 
King Victor Fmmnnuel to tin* Tu '-on *!« he.ito.» 
which had come to offer him tin- ojh. ^ • *! fo*-sr 
country to the nascent Italian nation. H« **ti ..t<• tu 
prove to the Imperial circle that the votum-* 
of central Italy to the lmu*e of w«-iv i 

table. Ho had long conversation* with th«* Kmp* r.<r 
on this subject, hut the latter, a* we Imu* som, w an 
careful not to commit him-olf. 

Scarcely had Count Aren* left w h»-n Priiev Mviu-r 
nich sent by Francis Joseph, npp« oi< >t at si >-,m 
vour. lie particularly pointed out the u*-ei ■. -ui«, «*f 
observing the provisions of the Vdbii t nn.M ti* .»? > 
and added that if thin were m»t d«*n«- t "he-. m.» i- r 
would give up his generous intention** cone.-t :;:m? 
the cession to Italy of tile province of \ niin-. l ' t m 
September 5th, the Kmperor wrote t*» i u.mi \o *•, 
told him of the visit of the Prim***, find th«-n add* d 
these words for the king: **l think that if Tu-w:u»y 
recalled the drain! Duke, Parma and Pla;-..»* 
might bo united to Piedmont, the Ditelt.-v, of Pm mu 
might be transferred to Mudcnit, and il»«' \Yse "i.un 
might secure an Italian rnlmioMration, an Puhan 
soldiery and a provincial legislature **f lion own. 
In this way, the Austrians would he k< pt Oil ! h*i 
other side of the Alps, Such advantage * 4 »P *« i % e 
serious consideration. For this it U that 1 h.«*. .♦ 
written to the king urging him to l«» very rnuimm m 
his language towards the Tuscan delegation, t ho|.«* 
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promise concerning Venice, which will heroine an 
integral part of the new Italy.’ It is true that the 
French government has assured Italy that the 
Grand Dukes shall not he forced hack list** their 
former possessions by foreign bayonets; hut it 
should bo remembered that, ho long as a part of tin* 
stipulations of the treaty are not carried out, the 
Emperor of Austria will not feel bound to execute 
the provision concerning Venice, and, kept in a state 
of anxiety concerning hostile demons!rations tui the 
banks of the Po, will hold lus forces on the li ft hank 
ready for war. Thus, instead of a policy of peace 
and conciliation between the (wo countries, there 
will exist one of mistrust and even hatred, which 


may eventuate in fresh troubles ami misfortunes. “ 
Turning to the question of a general meeting of 
the powers to settle various outstanding matters, 
the notes speak as follows of the hearing of nueh 
a reunion on Italian affairs: “Much seem** to be 
expected of a European congress which I have v«*i y 
warmly approved. Hut I do not believe that such a 


gathering would he of much aid to Italian unity. 
A congress can demand only what is ju*t, and would 
it bo just to demand of a great power important 
concessions without offering in return eompmom 
tions of an equivalent nature! I do not think m» 
The only way of carrying out such a menHmv would 
be through war. But Italy should hear in mind tit** 
important fact that the only power in Europe which 
would bo willing to take up arms for the aceom 
plishment of a mere idealistic result is Prance, «ud 
the general public in France feels that we have 
already done all that should be expected of m in this 
matter of Italian unity.” 



TIIK KMIMK'K AMi ITALIAN* IWTfY 


lit f!s»- !iii‘l f •*! ! 1 i h •:, * * in r.'h!) irnl firimtilt- 

fhnrn t!.m-• f >j 1 * ,t\«* N*. S.iuvnir !'.<t* Uinr- 

ill/,. < Mt « N ‘ i *« n<k r th«- I'.mjx ri»r itn? 1 lh«> Kin- 

[ir** r* a* h*«i 5!.»• \ ilia Kav.’ih*', w !m i *•, *lurin..r fInir 
hmjhui n, !*.•;> i< *"> . £ . * < 1 t. if ! r;«m • i-ral |<niu’«*H. 

Aiu>*uk I it< v * i. lb.f k.ni' »>1 ! ti» I*.. aiiil tin* 

[ Ira in l I in'. • «<? < ‘M» i hui , v *' - • 1 1 « \<-ur .< -a > m*i! 

[n wit utt fit*' i<< » a< !;X / >, v> * t <- t.M« i! U » nj 

\i\ |a»f!i 1 - <!„<,' Ll • v,.i ntul . »si«' id lh*‘ 

t hi 111 ..; •» fie,'.! * |h- 1 . 1 * |'Ii • •! Ill* < t , \\ ;i‘* 11 :«- J*| * -t 

•jn*« 4 «*! n! * I 1 1 .*• i i« i ■>, «*, S 2 »i «■,, 1 5 n»“ f«» lit*’**! li*-r 

1 1 1 » I w.fSs v. 1 i»' n i !■«- «■* iiM .|« ,i!i Njomr-js, «!nrli 
llu ,i\ ■ La! ,i !■<*• ;! .if *L.i?3fi I * *! 1,* r Hat! 1 

IA« |V fs«*? M hLh iuiiii ;h**I f I Mill I '.Ml t'liA 41H* 

iltltll lm*t Si- « Is >’.v *- a! >* >an;« nr, r^lirirmlly »MI 

*«! In. Vi n* i rtii. • «*««n jiltuu!«'t| ilifi* 

Italian a fin it! f inn ft 

\\ h>U- at Im.is i/;, Ik* -v.i, {<iii t irnlurlr 

II*'* i ais-’it* !»,• • a ‘‘-.i- •*:: * <1 fL- <n.t u ? ? »<f * In* 

**S A 1 1 la 1 1 uv.t (uni !«» *\n with !h»* 

tM I *i .lin'i *»f \ h - ' iui«l I Ni Hrlitli-'f 

'if’il, iri «t*d* i«n !J.i ?m t %♦ijii? \m*v Tha 

I'mIIum, stii,* r\!s- ; v’!v Ir.’tJi ! 1 s i •-! r»»i I lift’ 

litla-fl flu- * 1 | It,-I |«f h} th»* IlMIJaT*»r. 

lit niiT- *»f Ifi*'•*- auditin' In- hj«4: ‘*1 

l«» «Ia> In ’■-> n*t ',t«n I.IV «.?’ thr mast) |r|»Mrt^ wltirll 
I mu n»trd an!!;* fivt-n lii^ ft «*m Ifuly, nil r**flr<'liftu 
lli« 4 lark III isnii-:v4 1$ h) tiu- I*}<• 4lli«‘*ll!*‘^*f |^i*V 

-rtinu-iif tit * ■M-i'iiiini* a **( fin- U*-ul% nljai-li 

rH j m riulH t * Sul* ! > * n m \ |« > *| * I #" ft is* * t 
1 m Ha iiit". ><! in-.aSt.ii.dvli laid' t!n* «i*f! th*- nt t fVk iltg 
i*!’ l •; I'/j I •> ! 4 iU“! liMit. 'dr*'ll^|lh IIfi«l 

jtnftrr ILnr* u«• !<i *■ ijJiiiH lit** tanniii*’! *»f it 
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Franco and her chief executive are and y«*t, 

at the same time, i» ho severe in it h treatmmit of 
the Savoy press when sentiments in fav«<r <»! am 
nexation to France are indulged in? I d«* wndi >*m 
would call the attention of tlm eahim*t to Uww 
matters, and, in the meanwhile, t vdi «*'••» «rde 
to the king thereon.” A second letter ijmekly tub 
lowed. The Emperor luul reeeived a new eomimmb 
cation from Milan, and while giving fount Are,.* 
tho snhstanco. of it, added: “I net* with real J «gnd, 
I repeat, the callousness u! the .Sardinian govern» 
ment. Its course in sure to bring ul» mt a cmmIuoss 
between uh. The Pubimd should know that lo re, | 
alone am devoted to the Italian eaime, t m nnntle r 
sheet is this paragraph: “The Sardinian govern 
ment cannot pretend that it him no inwui* of otop 
ping this anti-French campaign in Savoy. It m 
surely in a position to suppress urtudr* m»t in line 
with official policy. Why doesn’t it d<» this! I nut 
far from pleased, to speak mildly, that, while 1 nm 
keeping up here a daily light in favor of Piedmont, 
I am treated in a most insulting manner mi the other 
side of tho Alps. Bui such is the real furl, I am 
sorry to say.” 

Tho Empress, who fully realized both the present 
and the future difficulties of the situation, uii?« \ »*ry 
uneasy over the evident double dealing of the lud 
ian government, the increasing rcHfleHMion* t *f Ihutm 
especially troubling her. She learned front privitlr 
sources that the Holy Father would hour nothing 
about an Italian Confederation of any kind wlmt 
soever, so long as he had nut recovered the timtmg 
na. There was a threatened (dash on thin point hr 
tween the Church and France tit the moment when 
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!h«' rnuri L it I’iitrrif/., mi <Vfnh«*r l Oth, lu return 

11 * Turin Tin* «l«\ w a* ^j»*■ nI in I’»tni»*an\, vIpt*’ 

III*" List|t»-!nr tin* vrrv in! rllunnl f "nrtlimil, 

MMir-rit'iit'iir I ls <n!u i, ha«l an uupnrtuitf privat** cun- 
\ i' r>nf mu, fit *• t'i ■ I «'l w lurh w a • rt\ «u an nilirial 
Hint jmltlir L'l in in tla- - > wha-h tin- t'untiual 

itii<t I Ip- Ln-j »• r<»r at t h>- r* r«-| 4 inn Si«• I*I 

ul fin* t-if % hall, {u I’rf nur In l!it* riifIm-.ni-4it* tfiv**! 
jlitf whirls hip 1 h« * - is ram f Is** I»* It* tip- Liiipv ! A i 
ih*nl rirjif \ mi i I** 5»ir« 11., * * aivh hi !j»*p aa u | l»* tin 4 
KiajH'inr in a pi i\ al* ptm * i\atiut», a imtr »*f whirh 

w a ' jut !* A ! ha! nap* t \ t-nini '; "Th** rat’t«T ’4 

n{ n si r * * I* I !*a ah#--i * hnn). ! f<«m f Ip* »*! Up- 

rrnw«l, aiul my If nn*{ my | * 1 1 * * *! % | * liiy, *-«{ fit* is Inf 
t hi* | • r# 1 ' > J •* l i! » nf h' Jit u Sin li.pf '.fa\«*il ill** r*\ »*f- 
i Liny ii»»«nl m!" r«-\ mIijI i«pr , \\h«, hail •urrmisp I* *1 Hip 
hr«»\v nf lip- »*!isii'r!i an*} ■;{<■« j 4 **!,?! au'lmnfy with 
that Illlh* **f 1 P * JP *!“ W Lmh ** f h, * 5 a<! '<»•{,’hf t* * t»*ar 

fi mu th**!ii, an«i wlm 1 a i * I * -.j«' r,al!;. sn. mam hL 
r* arn la y n. m-a haul* t ** ! h«* \ u\-u **t t ' li i' ;r! hm tut y , 
hi n ji« nj i]i- aiui im ■■ f ;if*• h 1 1 < *h-sy, m jv, w *- pray ill 
m»*iv ly , if thin L ptmnihh', that tins! may JJ1W 

yuif th«* Ha-air. if* hr ha** riv* n y «*u tin- Will, In r» a - 
jiuufi AitifMu! In tin' f Ill'Lluifi p»»h«*y V. hi*’h ha** filiitls 1 * 

y Mijj imjfp* 1*1* ’rp-fl in all I ‘athnlip rii »•!*••*, litiil W hi«’h 

L »'* liainly fits- «*-rr*‘t *»f til** pi'«*-->prt ity i»!i«l fin* *?It»rV 
nf y «*ur In slhunt f**spn 'Tit** «h plm ah!** pnhl jph,! 
*• t «-iif !# n*»w am nllitsif tliriis'-rh *•?* in Italy havv m»t 

t!i ? H*niif 3 sv?‘'A tip' Ip'pm i«t th*' rh't'py, W tin trim! 

that y«*u will put fin ?»t tip- an%irtirp **f til* 1 

t hi!Isttln* ttiiiM,” 
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other things, he said to him: “I am certain that 
a new era of glory will commence for the church 
on the day when everybody will share my opinion 
that the temporal power of the Holy Father is not 
incompatible with the independence of Italy. The 
Holy Father is naturally anxious over the day, 
which cannot be far off, when Rome will be evacu¬ 
ated by our troops j for of course it is not possible 
for the occupation which has now lasted ten years, 
to continue indefinitely. And when our army with¬ 
draws, what will it leave behind? Will it be an¬ 
archy, a reign of terror, or a condition of peace? 
These are questions whose importance cannot be 
magnified and which cause both myself and the 
Empress much uneasiness of mind. I think it is the 
duty of all of us, both here and in Italy—the king 
as well as the Pope—to try and solve this complex 
problem by both parties coming halfway. Instead 
of stirring up the passions of men, which, I am 
sorry to say seems to be the course pursued in some 
quarters, it is the opinion of both of us that calm 
wisdom should reign in the efforts to bring about 
the much-desired peaceful solution of the difficulty.’ 7 
Immediately after his return to St. Cloud, the 
Emperor gave an audience, on October 16th, to a 
large delegation of representative Italians, who had 
come to discuss with him the whole Italian question, 
and thus ended this Imperial outing, which was 
characteristic of the Emperor’s so-called vacations 
of this period. It closed as it had begun, with politi¬ 
cal business obtruding at every step on recreation. 
In fact, to those who were not of the immediate 
circle, it is difficult to form an idea of the hard- 
worked ruler that was Napoleon III. Thus, during 

rrn 
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this shmrt nha-tnm I'rntn tbr vnjutul I*‘hh than twu 
months th«* Km}** rnr, anti tin- Kiupn hh t«» a !i«sm 
d«*fCr«*«% w viv raid inttally vu*m* 4 »*v cr thin Italian 
imhrntflit*. Nm 4*» ! ;*}**■,4, «4 tlw many **fimr ntutu 
wfitrh «!• iii;ui4«*4 lii'i t’fii nl«*rati«m. Anil 
this Italian matt* r \va.-* u«»i 4s j»<Mr4 «4 tut r»*m4iiuj£ 
St. Limn!. 

Erum Si timid, tL*■ (4sni vumt, m tin* autumn uf 
fh’iii, fii < ’ntu| ala I til*" Italian »jin* 4 s * *n 

with fI»*-in < hi Nitvntilicr Mnh, t hr final tin aty 

wits Hii*!tr*I h ran.'-, Airfsm nn4 Sar4sitni. 

AlthmiKh f ho Vkiiu<tr lliiitfrr lain ultvu4\ brr II iL.ix-it 

tijmit at m*ju«* h'isrfii ns f Lr ? * u *• v* aiuf j >u ! i 11 

art 111 Hi'lr'i >* f ha! Shr Elltfn r**r m;ain 

tank it »§« in lu » j»u\ air rmn n ■. i t!inn at I *miji$u‘'|£1I<\ 

Wltth* tin- i?-rtn fa I t i > a! in- !d ; iuiu'lt fin- aim*’, \ rt 

smiir ti»*w u»i« liv ! d • .u« *’ i»,n I'm-* "till nillirr 

oltHUUIV r t< {*■ Hi f !;*- I . .1 4ii III f},<* lal at 

unfit ury Thu* I -• * ■ .-..ill;* f la- . a ••• a- I * v.H 4 h t!»«« 

it i* L- m!' fliM *|U« U n ■ n ’{ i n •„ v. <■ Lain tint! Ihr 
thr*’M jiMttii i jit’’? ijaiiu 4 ' ’ u«<u i< i "U| <t‘Mi t, I * v *i « ry 
jno?ntitr iiit'Hit a tli*' vi* ati«*u *4 a v»*nt« 4«'tur\ uUMtu? 
tliv Italian ‘it a! * ;> inah r tli* - hmmr ary j*i ** *> i* I* n<*y **f 
tliv 1 ***j*v, tin- iussi *4 tia'-t v<»i4« 4* mry !»» ha t»* liJiiiln 
tiiiII lilt* isn«I» ja-Jiih'iiv** .Uni ih>' n.s .<*h4»4it % **! Ihr 

iniflfrdvf iitril (h • iraa'i* t In- 4- \ r |*-»| utirtl? i»C 

tlirir ifstr r«-•>! >, I...?!, iinaal is in I ii atnt'Hil, ami t<* 
HiiiiriililMa fin* it;f* 5 nal am! fla* * \* s nat '-ailMti i#l 
Italy tu mn-.un «4 a i <-4* f sil ai an l‘L<* ;iivr *il 

\"r>f?iVi‘ w a"! t<* i ninaHi nhi!«-r f h»' !nt»’I;ny »»! t!iv 
Eillfa-inr «*!" \y=f|j»* ai*4 !.»* l-srsii «-in* *»| liar **!;*|**h 
iif* till’ »*« *ti! *‘4»’ i ii l a ’ii Sin* i% ii ’* i! 10 t«i j4mr»* 11<<* 
rights IllSii tiuta-H m!' tin* ntia-l t Sjn tV‘*Vf * 

Wrrv IfiiitI*- tin- ui/ii!'* *»! Hi*- tiratal I*ukv 
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of Tuscany, the Duke of Modena and flt«‘ Pnkr of 
Parma, until such time as the lowers, which had 
helped to form those states and which had formally 
recognized their existence, had had tin opportunity 
to carefully examine into the whole nmf!«'r." It 
■was a truce™* * a peace, hut not tin pear*-, Huron 
do Bourqueney, the representative of Prance ut the 
conference well Haiti to the Emperor, when the 
former returned to Paris. 

The new Austrian ambassador, Prince Vetter 
nich, whom Napoleon had asked, aft* r the prelim- 
inarios of Villafranea, to he sent to Puri's wan ih**- 
tined to become, as was also tin* PriinvHs Id * wife, 
persona (/rata with the Emperor and tin- Kmpre.*** 
The court of the Tuilerien soon non flu* fro nd «hq» 
of this remarkable couple, hut the create:-,t rare hud 

to bo taken not to offend, by so dome, the ... of 

Turin. This wan not a very eu\v ta.4, however, 
owing to the way in whieh tin* Turin g*»\ < rmm nf 
proceeded in thin matter of earn dm out the under 
standing arrived at at Villufrunen. Thin, tin* Pied 
montese government, taking advantage of the fact 
that it was allowed to act with considerable iude 
pondonco while the difficulties of the admit mn w. re 
being smoothed out, put all the states of rruind 
Italy, including the Pope *n domains, under tin- mi 
thority of one of its own agents, l ‘mint Hijunrom 
pagni. “The only hope of the friends «»f the \\n iu«t 
condition of affairs,” Kays one of the mumncript 
notes in the hasty handwriting of the Kinp. i **r» 
“was in the congress of tin* interested j»mu« rs 
which Napoleon III wished to bring about, nn is 
revealed, for instance, in the letter of November 
9th, 1859, sent to Victor Emmanuel, and in which 
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the princes of central Italy are for Austria, and 
Francis II, King of Naples anti brother-in daw of 
the Emperor of Austria, is naturally on the side of 
the princes who are to he dispossessed of their 
lands. He hates the Piedmontese leaders and looks 
upon Victor Emmanuel as an accomplice of Mu/,/.ini. 
He is, furthermore, a friend of the (V.ar, Nicolas 11, 
having been a friend of King Ferdinand, father of 
Francis II. Ho, supported by Russia and Austria, 
the King of Naples will certainly and naturally side 
with the Pope and the unfortunate princes, 'Hie 
attitude of England at this juncture* is on** of vt 
poctancy. While she is in favor of tin* milizaiton 
of the dream of Italian unity, she would no! prop 
ably aid the Piedmontese government, arms in hand, 
if this were expected of her. Circa! Hritinu fork 
that she must run no risks and make m» sacrifices. 
The situation is, therefore, bristling with difficulties, 
and, though the Emperor was at first in favor of 
the assembling of a congress, he gradually took » 
different view, fearing that such a meeting might 
do more harm than good to the Italian cause, M 
At this moment, when all these questions were 
absorbing public attention, the Emperor, employing 
a method that he, often adopted, fried to find *mt 
what public opinion really wished in the mutter. 
So he “inspired” a pamphlet. Tin* manuscript *g 
this pamphlet was preserved for some time after it 
was printed and a comparison of this mammeript 
with the printed pamphlet shows that tie* vrrrimt 
finally given to the world often differed rather u niv 
ly from the first and more private views t?f the 
sovereign. Some extracts from this manu*rrij»t nmy t 
consequently, well be given here. 
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ereignty must not oblige bim to play a political r<>le, 
for then the Pontiff, instead of finding ni *urh power 
a guarantee of independence, would find only n eon 
dition of servitude. for himself or tin* Hrcrasity *<f 
inflicting a sort of servitude cm bin people. 1 think, 
therefore, that the Pope'a dominion Mouth! hi* re 
stricted to Rome and a few leagues ol territory 
about the Eternal Pity. A strong munieipal organ 
ization should be established there; it should in n 
word, bo a religious center deprived ot nil real po¬ 
litical life. The smaller the territory, the grimier 
the sovereign is the principle whirl* should prevail. 
The Holy Father’s people would then roimEUute n 
large family, grouped around him am! brut only mi 
contemplation, religious art, prayer am! the wordup 
of groat traditions, It would heroine u government 
of rest and study of the past, a sort of nuM* wIp-re 
political passions and selfish interests would not 
enter and which would husk only in the gentle and 
calm thought of the spiritual world. The Pope 
would still ho a sovereign, blit only by virtue of the 
homage paid him and the civil list furnished him 


politics, t 
rovolutioi 
the peace 

in tho Romagna offers a good opportunity for 
carrying out these reforms on thew lines. Now 
temporal worries can easily he removed from the 
Pope’s mind. There is ground for believing that the 
proposed congress, if it meets, would invept, with 
some slight modifications, perhaps, what him been 
done, while tho Holy leather would griteefnllv grant 
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the expropriation r<*il hv hin whilom Hiihjwtn, 

and whieJi it would not In* very diflirul! to prevent, 1 1 
Both tin* mamiseripi and flu* printed pamphlet, if 
I am fi<>f mistaken utt tin* latter point, elose with 
th**N«* \v»»rd*.; '’ Mas Napoleon III ha\ v tin* honor 
of roufiliatirnir tin* 1 ‘ope an a temporal jmyereij^n 
with hi ; people and UP tinn' s wliieh is the sineere 
w P*h t»f all < ‘atholies, who prn\ < !»»d that this imieh* 
desired end may he thus attained. ’* 

Iveferrinr, h<w urds the end of it is life, tit thin 
pamphlet, the Kittp**rot‘ oner* said: "It rivaled a 
ypvnt seiuat nui, as wo hoped and rxprrted would he 
the en* e, 11proposals were indeed rather tint 
t’njmui, alfhotit'h tin* observing mind saw that it wa* 
animated I»y the spirt! of rate who a**k^ for n threat 
deal, know me that he will ro*t mueh less than in* 
asks for. Tin- id< a *>f atppie-• iue the greater part 
of tin* Pope*- !■ mpoj a! putt *r W a** ad\ < tented even 
thomrh it muds! not have h«'»*n tbought realir.ahle, 
Never before had Mirh Ittdie.ti reforntH hern 
hroaelted. t ‘ojnte tie Kalfott M. «|e Toe«{l|evill»', 
Ueltend de 1 Jtlttoneiere, Iittd other Well known 
Preitehistrii, had, loimf before the nppearnnee *»f this 
pamphlet, tiejuainieil the JUIppreshsolt of tvrfjiilt 
illumes in the poutitleal administration mid had 
titafed many Hereinr\ and just reforms; hilt the 
iloiitp aw n\ with tin* Holy Father \ temporal powers 
st niek mo »t *ti tit left t s of pa pad affairs as it hereto 
i eitted). And that is ju *f what it wan meant to Iwa 
But, at tIn* same time, I never expected flint we Were 
goiiip to r-vt nil we uanted. 1 trusted that by thene 
turtles, we Would lino e the Pope to tfnilli the really 
livers mi r\ rhaiuvs in hit* lain** rfovermiieftl. 

" Different parties* in Frnnee put varied itiN*r|»re- 
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tations on thin pamphlet, m we expected would he 
the caso. In the liberal ramp, whose aim* were 
largely mot by thin document, it wn* naturally 
pretty generally praised, though nt the leaders 
thought it wan not an radical a> it Hiotdd have been, 
and very justly complained that it vwi* wrong, to 
condemn to a more or less contemplative «-u «i«mro 
several hundreds of thousands ot ta*it, w hick w ould 
bo the case if the government of tie* Pop** w. r»* such 
as advocated in this pamphlet, Tiny preferred tie* 
entire suppression of temporal power and did not 
care what would Iu k tin* consequence* of the mean 
urc from the religious point of \ hw. lit the catholic 
camp, the religious and political sides of fin* qm m 
tion were confused, and the result was that these 
partisans beam me very violent. Mgr. Ihipnitlmip, 
Bishop of Orleans, even published an indignant ref 
utation—-or, at least, he considered it m mndt of 
‘this inexcusable scribble* as he called if in n private 
conversation, which was reported to me.* 1 
The Empress of course followed nil these mutters 
with groat anxiety. From the very ^inrt, nn him 
already been said, she had been opposed in the 
Peninsular war because she then foresaw itr4 eon 
sequences. The Empress felt that it was pr«*if> 
sure to bring to the fore the whole religion* question 
and that a deep abyss would he thereby created be 
tween the Imperial government and the cut Indie 
party in France, so that all the benefits which had 
arisen, at the beginning of the Second Empire, from 
the truce, would be lent. She wan convinced that, n»< 
the Pope, who remained absolute sovereign of the 
catholic spiritual world* hud not listened to the lip' 
peals of the Emperor in July, urging him, of hU own 



TUN KMliKK AXU ITALIAN’ t’NlTY 

initial ivs\ to v** u nrpurutr ami lay gim*nmic*nt to 
tin* Itummftm, ihm* was litth* likt'lifmuil that ha 
would \ i * * It I is« »w« Tim Ksu|»r«*‘-H w an nan-ally curtain 
that fv. u lliMii* w 1m, him (h*imt al si** l.anmriuiuruj 
Wfiv nu tin* apuf and hail uomh-mnud tin* 

l'c>v<-rnm«-nf «»f 11 1 *« \JuimUpion, wutdd n«»w i?nmp 

tlu*uj'*i h »•*, annual Ilia II**!)' Kafm-r and hark him 
in his i ii t »- uti ‘*n tu iv dd all t mT<»urhjtmut *•> uti w 1ml 
1m ummidrred Ida ’ 1 iualu'iiahh* ripltf-’ 4 . Kut<‘mu 
|:ku nthurn prru«*i\ «'d that flu* hr hupa wars* raining 
tiii'ir laasia, that tin* uuthuliu |*r*:-'» uii.h huginning 
mhhidy t«* rhunyv it* turn*, ami that Irntthlu wna 
umly hn-w ing; nu w li«*n v in it a im-an* uf I hmumbuf 
dt, iNV.t, tl»»* H<‘mon Jt‘unnii t it Vat trim organ, du» 
»!.uvd " tla* pumphlut t*» hr a mm* pattdurifig in 
r**\ stiutitui, mi in a*!s<*ii > lit* i** with uIsis'h to dutmivu 
<*ak mi min ami t!a< ■«* w is** vu-tr smahtr tu dutuut 
dm Imhlrii jini >• oi, a ran »• *<t" pain tu nil true 
< ‘uthuln’H*' tin* K.mpsvv, tlmmdi! tit tn rail tiir Km* 
prjur'-'* litt**nt i**fs lu f}11a urfirlr, w hn*h w a** *»i unurnu 
iimpuvd, an m-ntiuih u «*U kiww, Kmpiiir «aw * 
ami ftir Kmpmsr umv hr cun !<* idmtv ln*r viuw 
though h«* unfair an»uii«l <*u!) gnidtifilh tu tin* point 
wlmm aim had lung ntuud that tin* idun nf uullitig 
a Kurupnm uuiigtrHM wiih th«*» mil uf tit** qmmthm. 
hi tin* find placu, it npprairst rh-nr tu tin* Kfllprrw 
ftlllt tin* fhspr rulilil Ituf hr uxkrd tn || ruprn 

Kriitativr t«» a diplutiintiu h*»d) w hum masil purport* 
VWIH tu fVgmlrl* tm lift IU'*'u|llp!i *lu «I fart, fl|r MtdztifU 

«f it larg** ptaiiua of hm donumutuc Again, with 
tin* inu’rpttun ni Knghmd, rtt tin* iu»lt t’lillndio 
power* hhuimd, **itln*r dirvufly ur iudiruotly, the 

jitihliriilimi »»f ihr dni'Miiii’itt which had umifdturtrtl 
all uuiiiitiui ion. From UliHnia. rmrutiillv, thn 
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French cabinet received very unfavorable opimunH. 
Prince GortehakofT went so far an to tell tin* French 
ambassador, the Duke of Montebello, flint “this 
pamphlet is troubling the peace of Europe and cutis. 
ingmuch fear.” 

The Emperor continues: “The matter too be¬ 
coming more and more involved. One of the troubles 
was that among the enemies of temporal power were 
a largo number of enemies of the church many 
liberals seifring thin occasion to deni a blow at spirit 
ual power and Catholicism. Of course, tin* clergy 
defended themselves vigorously under such rueum 
stances and got mueh support by pointing out the 
tactics of their opponents. Put, unfortunately, 
there were among them and their over y.riilmm 
friends ultras who took no nocount of the progress 
of civilization, of the claims of the people iitPreded 
directly in the reforms demanded, ami of the Msg 
gestions made by several sincere friends *»f the 
Pope, such, for instance, ns (unite de Ua>mwah 
who had shown up in clear and strong language, 
supported by unimpeachable facts, the deplorable 
administration, both financial and political, of the 
States of the Church.” 

In January, 18(50, Pius IX had a conversation 
with General de Goyon, and here is the memoruu 
dum of this interview which readied the Tttilerich, 
and which is hero given as it wan sent, with tin* 
Pope’s remarks and trim general ‘a comments, in *ome 
cases, thereon. Here is this eurimiH note: "The 
Holy Father could not find terms sufficiently strong 
in which to blame the pamphlet. Was ho "right in 
doing this, when it is remembered that the duett 
ment had no acknowledged official character? I do 

ftn 










th«* *'.huI i ’* I f« ?»* tin * inmin’itl, I limf trim! 

to Kliirnl tmrfuttffteuhh In !h<- {*r< himnnrim uf tin* 

Viilitf r;!!;*'.} fail, 1 *!! J«- 1 n little, firciiiii 

at an«v,« »*.ni «*! jit. i»• !*«»!, ,»! t!,>■ • sSii,’i!t*»f! ’Mtjjit'vi hut 

tiilTn * nU\. 1 v. ii ■ i s«< v> iti**i •• In-nf than « \« r ut mi 

ihTnrf ll**t !** nfli-’pl , wiislr. III fit** *<*tff!«* 

| Jlltl*, f ! U Hi.' lit I l‘i < M»i ! ill* llj'llf' 1 * * I fill* lithe}’ I t ;1 , 

iitii u ir<’h I‘»«-i|sis«*nt nntiii a!h ;iu\nm > f -• 

It! Uls^ ft Ilian st ■ I It!.' S«‘, I ttrt'ril tlfiHti till* i'ujtr nu4 

KinK \ i‘1“t Kntii. sutii-I Jm make rnjtri'^MiujiM in malar 
1 st iihi In* - m ’ ■ as mn li of lilt* * 11 llic'tll S % 

ftltjt’lt ft '*s;M h. , * <' >' ’ • j 1 1 a 1 1 1«' In ill! imtttvfi, ,\h Hi) 
film nun ■ ft r < ? 3«o ; an alt'n* r% l t*uuf Wiilrw?*hn 
thii.U hi '' ■■ lit ■•■! m innpftiu-uin initl wii.h ii 
warm juii 1: aft • ■! *« a! }••.«« r. In* frlii'ail frolll 

file t ».i« i an * • . i , :«| w a ■ ■: u« •*’*•* «!«-*! h) nil n|»lr 

Hint ’•!' tin * * n ' s v. -n *•! ft. m;, inn, \l, l’h>niv A! 

!l|i*»||t fie- i.nue 5Si use ft!, 1 elif 1 at || n.eit f** 

ill Tur !i T'ua ft. a - - ill I nh.M, 1 hr 5!j|*m«'«» of Use S< a 

Mini ihit, a! in*- name fun**, i| wim f 4 *»t the 

r! ii! nf fli*’ ftetaUft * I j fhs'U !l ft” H, * * 

§ H' '.a, ifti. «<!' !|}*' Jieristiflil^iUI i|| fl|i« 

ft'h»«|r I f isil.'ill i| a* ! ft .<>U ‘.1 ;W t "fttillf thllMlIf. Iff fptfeM 
«i In th*- I lii.f•< i f»r niter 11*** Ilaluiti %vnr, tlw 

f ’«<l|lt! I'i .I ft 11 IIM Ilf U'lle.l, I|l#-tl 

ft r»*!e • "At tie- Im ,lu.® «*f file Hllllillirr t*f \HUH t 
a n-n impelft-.in't »'< nt <u'('nriwiiktn»mti, ImwrVrf* 
Ii* tin* Kinf-sa •« . ft ha ft n -t uii mmii In nil 

it|*ui•* «*f mil I*.;i 1 an alhnner ai«I *ml% hhw ill ^urli 
fililUH ii ilamy r i^r la.iiift’ it**#I the cfyiiUHly, I, *m 
fin* mil! rafi., ft a a turn'll mahn* d !*» hy %*Vrf%‘ 

ni'-au-i in mi |*«*• i*.* i, f,. i. mi |tlnti af fortifying 

tin* lt,*ih,*in luif1ft) eJftl till I t*olil«i 1*1 lirlp 



general pence, Hut t 1 
tliaH in agreement with \ 
C-avour, Italy would lm\ 
and in a part of tin 4 cm 
offered curtain eompeir 


wav. I honed to nntihlh 





Sfilf.H. Hi* hail j* 2 i-vn'ti iiir.Mitch flu* military nclrno 
at f l nriI*, mlp-r** tm hml ln*nt a ii!»*fiiln*F i*f thi* *pm£**H 
rnrfH. i i wiui* t * * Isi ^ iiiafki'fl iii<h'f Mudmiiv »»f spirit 

In* h it tin* h.Mr « isuhl i»|' ( 'Iiarl«<> AIlirft, tin 

fut»ifv kintc, Jin*I in J'Oh at tin* liiu.- *»f thr Fr**iirl 

r«*\ *«lut fMH ..s' fh.i! \ i ai, \\ii-* an aiTslh«i\ ufiiivr. 

Fluillr 1 . \H’*Tt H.r. Mi' JUi'lnll , m|" ills'* S Mltntc MpiiVJ 
wli«> <1* fla i *<i a f mi f i mu .»! !fj»* i»<\ tilutmti 

Hint mm? Jam t>. Jmji «.f Ihu «|, h»- vmm !» 

flikr | mi! hi pt • •pai i nr In,* »f« fVm u ,* umk;.. (*;u mui 
i’ufi'ijtt‘1 * »i tlu a *1 s '-hi ,ir«\ ! lu'i-u ii|» fir- r. iim u j . ji »n 
an*I iv ?hi n* it t*» i'h :! III.*, X« at in Hii»* iti 

lii:. fuliu i '. Iaii«I* .! j.1 “jt.-j 1 5**, in* luim*-tt him hT 

wifli m?i *mj.< i .ifM'iitism ».ii tip. |irM»lttri‘4 *»j 

tvrtaiu I.’tia! t, Mil ai!ilsnal Ji.anytv, »■!»< , thm* rUsTit 
[inf lift rJt>jti<j hip ami »'!*«m<.jm»* muni, 1I»* 
tt It* r»* ''*« lirim !»» *t>\% ami *« i him hat. «• m 

iimkilu: ii !ai a 1**8 *un. m am imjit nt< , ffjanlm t»« 
w Ij4* h it* V 4 a . ahj* f -a I 11 h , !.. . a l.* * |*ii|n i 

ft Jurh J»«- ham**. I t l /*; ■ t ;:m< r! - 
“Ihimiir !h*- I>*nr m ,u . m ft la.-h }.«• ha.I n>*l t ?•>* 
;il|U%;ir4 appeal aim* a! i< ,i'h ?ul« It am u.!< r< 'll m 

|n«llln’'>, I hit m it ma*h 31.am mm l*ri .*< !u Kmriiimh 
i‘ i alt.**' ii'). i N a , 1 ! / < i h 111 ■ I II. h» >*am. mt jmu?*- with 
ftiir*«u if.* Ihu an 1 !«*, t.mir. I‘l.ihpf n -T imimilrr ii! 

fiiiMii, ami t '»;).*>■ il’I! a illr, <u at* tun, U* tlm 1* 

ifiitiMii Thr. t-mm hmi hm ra!t. r mtu imrtt *»f llr* 

jafrfv'.fmr "-a J - *i< . «»f I’ai r , w.ia-rv 3 a- vn-ri 

i«*rii a* ?!,.• I *u»- *h- Immhu ’■», lip- M ai'.jur. *!*• t a t£»T 
air- T, f la- f "• i , i <m ! * *, »4h*-r 

'iilir!i« ff« !:;)’! »i |.*is a! m-mal s*., I«*i h** hint 


i rhai imm/ n..u.h« i, %\ lira h« %% i >.h«-*t, mn\ ninth** 




MriMUnu'*' ur **•*»*■ »** ** 


acquaintance At thin mummt la fa\«*r*** 
litical opinions of the Ihir de Broglie, 1 *u 
M. Guizot and their party and pwiwmt 
miration for Kugiishmrn, though not Cor t 
tics. Ho blamed thorn, on tin- on** hand, 
on friendly terms with Primv MrU itml 
the other, for encouraging On* olua i« 
Greece, Portugal and Spain, N»* dmiM, 
that early date, In* felt that tie* ld«-ml j 
Italy could not rely upon Knghmd and « 
help only from Primer, If 1 am m»t mr, 
once told me that such wan tie- stutr <4 
at that date. 

“The Italian revolution t»f I s put t 
power and in 1850 he became mini 4i r *4' ng 
commerce and marine, in sq*it«* <*f tie* t at 
warm approval of Victor Katiisittm--!, wh- 
hesitated to nomiuute him, ntut wnrn«*d 1 
ministers to beware of biml IP* *uj«*«* ini* 
such was really the mm, But hi« gr«*ut aH 
intelligence, frankly admitted bv hi** «*» 
quickly won for him a preponderant j*mAii 
ministerial council, and wry mmn in* ia**h 
portfolio, that of finance, <»«»* of fli«* stio-a * 
at this moment, when way?* mid timinr* 
secondary oven to diplomacy, whirls did me 
first role until a few yearn Inter. 

“I have always considered mid m> vi 
shared by the leading public uu*i» of Kur.q 
period—-that Cnvour wan tin* true own!*. 
Italian question’ ami he followed tip hm n 
rare perseverance, never growing w«*»ry r 
ceasing to propagate his opinion**. It** *.*• 
furthermore, a powerful help lit King Vs 


they enllld tin Untiling I lilt! Welsh! In* final without 
tin* hhsih! !int‘i* nf Frasier. Mnn« than * me-* * has ( 4 nv 
mir tt'M jits* 1 hat In* relied mi sue, ‘misuse liberal 
opinimta uere tin In him.‘ Like myself, he 

counted nn I in* jm\\ nr t*f tin* press, and like myself, 
lit* «lit i tint hesitate In gain informal inn Tmtit secret 
agents vvhn w«*r»* u«»t the tt*«I oflirinl dipin* 

iimtir agents. If wan imf Imsg before In* seemed my 
warm cooperation, whirls, though smiiruhat mmler- 
ill** nt find, uni * it became wry strong; for sit «»iir anti - 
Austrian diplomacy, \v«* could d*» nothing, run* with* 
(list IIII* other. Ill nrtlrr tn tt ilt nit* uv«*r still ItltUV 
completely, thiwiir t|* 1 Victor Kmtimime) tn 

send n nt of Sardinian I nntjn tn the Fritnett 

during that war, Though 1 *nfinterest* 
could ni»t hn nn\*’j| up jn she <(tmrnd with Hussia, 
t 'avniir felt Shat ill tIn* near future, it might he Use 
fill tn lane fukeit pal t ill tile r \ pedif mn, fnr he 
would linn he in a h* Ifer podth»u in put ' the Italian 
l|lle f-tl toff ‘ eijuaivlv before t||e ( 'nUgfess fhllt \VUH HU re 
fo he wn\ ellrd after the close nf tfje struggle. 

4 ’ 1 hd t ‘avntn think, at that date, nf creating the 
politii'al unity nf the whnle l Vuiicuduf If is luinlly 
pnsnihle. I believe ttitll C ‘nUilt I leljedet 11, a Very 
great authority mi Italian mat lets, that hi** mily 
object nt t Sait time \\ a *< !** enfranchise the Iturlll of 
Italy. Kwr si nee his rut ranee mi the political atngo, 

< *11Vmi! hint r%p|«nmet| Un Mth*T » Fit tltfltl fh|H liter** 
modest < air !{•• ’m little expected a fusion I d fill 
the Ifalsan mmi?rh-** mtu mu-, that, tip to then, all 
tin* scheme** which li»* rma’eiveil ainf described, enn* 
tinned in* sign *»f such « thing ns Italian unity. At 
the time nf the inerting ef the emigre«;■( and during 


“This statement, made to tlmviilior < nhrn 
not without importance, It is trim that tin* < % * 
Castiglione had received a mission of ihi h no 
some political purpose, hut I saw all tin* dim 
such a course, and did not allow tin* 
as far as she may have hoped to g«», 

“On February 22nd, thmut Favour rm-i 
visit from Dr, Oonneau, who informed him tl 
was authorized to act a« an interim-diary f 
secret communications lad ween Kraium and 
dinia. He soon learnt also that the eorrenjmt 
m Paris of English papers had been retju*^ 
support the Piedmontese cause, in so fur u 
was possible. Thus encouraged, Favour wmth 
liked to go further, but for the time being 1 
tamed nothing beyond the possibility of luyii 
Italian question before the congress, without 

ever, solving it Nevertheless, it was * first 

00 

CIO 





Iir wish i k* '* *«* « turn wiiii min ninii 

im«I I«Tt h*r Turin liMpiatr that -mm thr ririlm«»fit**N«‘ 

iiiil3|«utl») i«*r Vu*4i m |*i* jijmiv nr !*• - * :4?nr* *1 

}i\ i - *r.it!>'** , In 11»#■* in* u n!In* hrrmt U* juvpniv 
ft»r war, is ml an mii'h ict Aui»u ■! n I uh.'*h I mi-* 
ffji* \I2ir«|ii< * *4' \ ill ins*.i rum ! < fi*i\ i*iI f in ■*»y i t iJt lit*‘lit 
fI **14 1 {Si** Ks!ii»*r««r hr w „i-« a•• <ur* *1 that, nt thr i iirlii 
Ilium* n! , lir fPiTht i « ! V * *n I'h'ISIU’r »•* ‘HiiSU' t m 1 iir 111*1, 

in it 11 iiiAuut r, *4 \ I .!ii!ii;u,ii« 1 "4 tt**v 

« ruin* s*t 

•‘At ! hr iiuin.-ni a ? . a»u *»f fin- Mmui i Vitn tiifili**!, 

Tntna- \ .u • n, «!« J» 4 hi ill*- Tlislr Urn, Vam 
«■,{ u4,'t as* a! Tin » v« a > <*it \tn:u 4 .*4 *4. 

\l!el ! hr l‘« 1 4 51»* •« i , ! I; r Jt . 4.5 ,‘iir I |4|'i,!l»**’ ht\ !<*f 

I liiiiulM i y , «i,« I.* ,i hump;* f l.'ri wiia 


m-T\ *■« 1 

1 fa -* 

* •' 

! ‘ 1 h * 

1 -a 

a* 1 K,!, 

a’ 4«4 

l h *rl 'i*l 11* 

ilia Kltl 

jr 1 «M 

a 

* Sr Ii, 

1,; 1 

i. 4 I r 

’ -i / . iT- 

" ‘SIS j?.l I| ir«I 

14 

\af-T: 


t: h;i<\ 

ii \ 

• 'fir 14-: 

r 1 I'** 

p‘ ,» v, *iml 

Ilia !**) 

nl } ad 

L! 

;iia' i < 


1 *li l l« 5ai 

i 4, r.'a'l 

‘ All *4' 

1 hair n 

11, j , t j,, 

>n* 

f ii *• 1 » 


aiiifhaud * 

imi 4i- 

- ^II “ 1 11 1 i a 


! 1 -i * • 

I! 

ah. si si 

l”* * 

\ * i ni!i* ft* 

« fa 

riilii% ii!** 

»• *» ] I *• 

In 11* »H ■ 

i «* 4 h ii 

i 

S * 1. illI ih 

4s !.!!;«• 

, llri p % Hi 

h 

«»* ih* 

If 

SI!14li 

r ii i! 

a-r rritjji:a» 

■4 SsrJIa 

aiitfl! j*In- 

l < «ii n* 

\ 1 1 11 r 

A 

* s i ?! a .• 

If I 

4ft!«'i i %*■%% , 

II illi'li ' 

Jilin*** 

«lm ilisf 

!l*r 

1! s* f„ 

1 %% 

i|fi ;lhh- fa 

r.-nli/. 

>■ that ihn 

t '/nr, %*> 

liM « a 

1 ; 

fat it 

*»sn 

f ,i'i *«1 ill*! V 

3!)4l1i<' 

4 I«n'tir4» 


,, r!!< I 3 


l iralK 

<11i| 9 !■+ •• -i t« 4 fhi 

1 I It ill if 

ai \aj»h-n 

in lii'i 

i-lln * ■ 

1 

i.. pt. 

C>S i 

in’ Li-t ILt^nv n 

> hn'h 

flirriltr’ 

iP‘4 hi 

I 

ht'ilsnan! 

I !ir 

“sun jt?*n **0411**14, 

I 

i * a % , 

, « 


*»!«■ 

1 iil% 

• iiia' r«'V**Iii!s«*t: 

«f% i***! 

<■*'% m 

l! 

aih, i j 

Hal 

i 4*. **nr, %% 

la* IsipI h*‘* SI I mo 

ra f it|i t 

<i **’•*]! 

j! 

«)fl 

■|*! ( \\ ,1 H {•*I 

•a, 4 |«i 

Sli' -4' 1 ;JS * *' 

tlHi liatj 

Ik * ! ’Si 4? 

i4 

to . 

‘ 1 &% 

ill 4‘| ? ! 3 ■ 

a| ih** i 

ffillillaa-td 

ill tlifl J *1*1,14 '' s 

Mat tinj* 


Th* Ii a.ilia* Jan 



4 











TItK KMl'lHK AND ITALIAN I'NiTV 


?i! liumhitVrn.’ Friends say that (favour wiw 
rtmrmt-ci; at hud his wishes \wre taking form; ‘the* 
drama is drawing to a dose,’ he wrote to La Mar- 
morn, tin* only urn* of his colleagues to whom la* 
hud nuithh-d. Ho was more and muri* anxious, X 
utidoiM,>ind, as t hf* {into approached for his start to 
Idomhh’tvx 1 iriiig a thoughtful man, In* took ovary 
niMTrt.sm > precaution, thinking of everything, ami 
rvni asked that th»* I'riuce de la Tour dWuwrgm* 
Luuruguuis, French minister to Turin, hi* advised of 
his projioM'd trip. Tin* minister ‘h brother was on my 
military staff, and it would have lin-n auk wan! if 
the tnittislrr had hoard, in a roundahout way, what 
wan really going on, At least such was the opinion 
of tin* circumspect Count. 

“On Juli W**, Cnvour reached FlomhiereH. 
din* follou mg morning at eleven, he was received by 
ill**. The details nf the intriu n*w which thru took 
place wrtv, for a long lifts*, n«d wry vudt known ; 
hut there is no good reason u hy Iliix m\,H{rn should 
continue, I nii4y suv, therefore, that l went straight 
to tin* hourt of the subject, and declared our feadi 
to sustain Ihrdiiioiil in ii war against Austria, 
on tIn* double wiulitioii that fit** struggle should not 
memm** a rev olutionary character and that it should 
ho gjwn sotiio pretend which should upponr plnutdbl** 
111 !In* cyn of Liifopriin diploma*’)*. For illif* J»r«* 
Cil t 'nvntir proposed tin* mm e\ectiti«»u hy Austria 
of roftiim t rout it's of commerce and 111*- abusive r%- 
tension of hvr power in tin* Homagna and the Ihtrli 
ivn, Tlio find reason seemed insnflinriit to inn. Ah 
to Hit* nrroiid, I rrplird categorically that, so long 
ni I'd**in*h !i oops occupied Home, I could not ask 
Atn»ffii4 to withdraw hers from Bologna. and A mama. 



MEMOIRS OB 1 THE EMPRESS El UKXIK 

I added that I intended to tm nbsoluMy friendly 
with Home, because of our Catholic* at home, and 
with Nap lea because of the decided frtetoMiip which 
I folt for Emperor Alexander II and which made 

it almoat a point of honor on my part to profit 

King Ferdinand. 

“Count Cavour then proponed n aide beum: *I.et 
Rome be left to the Tope,* he said, 'and Xnples to 
its Mng. But let uh agree to permit an tmmrrertmii 
in the Romagna ami in the provinee In-longing to 
Naples, the moment the inhabitant* of tleo... purls 
show a desire to shake off u yoke winch gal!-* them.* 
I did not feel in a position to ghe n derbhe answer, 
so I remained silent, whieh wan interpret***! by t’nv- 
our as acquiescence. It was, in f.iet, hard for us to 
find a really good pretext for making war. t bed 
tatod, and I noticed that Cfivour win n*>nmt* i.ut 
this hesitation. But Imw emild I have anted M*h*-r» 
wise, under the emumiHlutuvn? We had both Mmiied 
the whole matter of the IVniimula without hitting on 
any good plan of notion. There wan muio* talk of 
seeing what could he done in the Ihtehy of Moitmii, 
which was a sort of natural prolongation of the 
Sardinian states. Efforts had been going on there 
actively for some time past, to turn the inhabitant* 
from their sovereign. If an itmurreetion were 
brought about, the Duke of Modena would naturally 
fall back on Austria for protection, and Piedmont, 
declaring its gaiety threatened, might n*k succor 
from France. This might attfliee m the flrat Hjmrk 
of the more general conflagration, i tr would the « nr 
remain localized! What would he the nttitud" id 


Til 10 MM I’i UK AND ITALIAN’ UNIT? 

would bo mod nil itml Ruhmh mdifTrrctif, ho long hh 
the* Neapolitan provinrrn wrtv trft ahum. Aftrr R 
rapidly urrungrd p«*m*r, after a Loi ami victorious 
campaign, h«nv would the territoi \ !><• did rilmfoclf 
Such v.viv Mime of !In* tpumfiosm aml nperuhdions 
that cimie before urn 

“The followdig conclusions were family arrived 
nt in I la* course of our interview. W»* wvjv of flu* 
opinion tbut the lYnitmula might hr divided into 
four state'*: l. Piedmont, to whirl* would hr added 
Lombardy, Wmiia, Parma mid the Legations. II. 
Tuscany with Lmbriu would form I ho kingdom of 
central Italy. 'bo plntm* the house of 1 Uuirbon, I 
would buv r liked to put thr I htehrsn of La rum and 
lt**r sou at tiio head of that kingdom, t hivnnr did 
Hot oppo«,» the plan in principle, know ill if that hr 
could cjmih manage a tottering throne occupied only 
by a feeble woiiuiu uud hrr rhild. Ilf. In tin* ponti 
Ileal states, |h«* Lopr would rrSaiu Home, lose thr 
legations, ami Iuko tin* title of President of thr l tab 
inn ( 'uiifrtlentry. I\'. The kingdom of thr Two Siri- 
lirH, whirl* would br preserved, largely out of roil- 
tmirruthm fur tin* tY.nr. 

“It would nrriii tluil, for tin* time being iih tbrii 
tiu*rr roidd Hot br Huy i|m .Htioii uf Italian unity 
Unvtmr abnldd huvr frit writ mi t rifled with willlt ho 
had accomplished. With thin western kingdom 
ntretebmg from thr Alps to thr Adriatic would it not 
hr pirmiblr, Inter on, to absorb II portion of t!|»* re- 
maindrr, perhaps even tin* whole of tin* remainder f 
W«* \vrr«* both imdiiird to answer thin questum in the 
uftirfimtive. 

‘*ln e&rlmtigi* for this open or tiirit approval of 

bin {iltitt, what would br thr lulvimtngr to Printer f 

1C* 
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This was the question I put to Favour. In tin* fir hi 
place, I proposed the cession of Savoy. Favour, 
while reminding me that .Savoy was tin- cradle of the 
royal family, made no absolute objection. Hut such 
was not the ease when 1 hinted that 1 might he ob¬ 
liged to demand the county of Mice, 'lie* reply came 
immediately: “Nice is Italian; if w«* cede it, what 
is to become of the principle of na!h*mtltieH? ‘ 1 as 

quickly answered: * That is a aeeondary question 
which can be settled Inter on/ 

“The interview ended at this point. It wtm nearly 
three o’clock. Saying good by to Fount Favour, 
I requested him to return at four o'clock for a 
phaeton drive. He accepted my invitation, amt we 
quietly drove through tin* forest* and valley*. of tin* 
Vosges, both of us talking all the time the drive 
lasted. I seized the occasion to tell Favour what 


were my plans regarding family matter*. I hinted 
at the possibility of marrying Princess < ’h.tdde, 
daughter of King Victor Emmanuel, to Prince W 
poleon. Favour waa not surprised. It appeared 
that the matter hud already been talked over, but 
Victor Emmanuel had charged hm minister not t«» 
make any promises on this particularly important 
matter, unless it became an absolutely necessary 
condition to the alliance. Favour ventured to oiler 
a few objections,— Princess PlutUdo’a ymitli, the 
well-known wildness of Prince Napoleon, hi* fiery, 
passionate nature, his occasional lurk of culm judg 
ment, his arbitrary and at times paradoxical char 
actor/ I came to the defense of my emmim 'He 
has often caused me worry and annoyance, Hint I am 
ready to admit He loves to contradict, and is 
overload of squabbling; but ha i« very witty, has 
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more m n>o than must persons 1 h*H«"V i% ami poHHesaoK 
a vi tv Kim} In-art.* I t In u went mi am! spoke of hi« 
fait hfitliu -‘■-m in friends, im-nt toning M‘Vi*ral iuHtuncoH 
of ilii i hind, Finally, in short, I laid great strenn on 
tin* uni«m whii’h I mi mtieh desired to bring 

about. I rriiiim-il tu tin* Mihjret .several timea. ‘ I 
quite miiliT.I and, ’ I said, ‘ that I In* youth of the 
Friiii’*-'. » iiialn* o it iuhm* . ary to wait some time, but 
1 ln*ji«* f»»r u fn\< rabh* reply in tin* end.’ 

'‘ It wa * night fall w hen we returned to I'lombieres, 

< 'mini Uit\«*nr withdraw immediately mt leaving I lit* 
onrringe. M\ In *4 wunta to him were: ' Uely tm me 
in I rrli mu \ «m, * Forthwith, l "avnur left ULmi- 
bietvs and the vet y m vt day eommeiuvd bin long 
report !*« King Vietor Kimuamnd. In it, be gave 
every d«*tmi of the interview uf w limit I of enurae 

m»to IirtV nidv t hr r*,«« ut iitl | u »ilit H. % * 

t hir of tie* runJidi rjt sal frt« in In of both the Km- 
jit-ror and thr Kmpre*.>, w boo* namr l am not t* r * * * * to 
makr juthlir, w rite* iih ft*1 low h mueeruing thin im¬ 
portant I Mombiriva interview' ; '' ( ‘avnur had rvi * 
dmtly itolrd what, tit thr eyes of tin* Kmperur, 
would hn\*■ an t»v* rwhelming importune** and might, 
if rjtrrird through, put a stop to ItF hesitations, if 
he Hfill retained nm , roiuvrumg an nlliuuee with tin* 
mirsriit lloioii* of Savoy, l refer to this marriage 
jirojrrt, Thr poliliriil ulliunee might no doubt ho 
brought about without thin family ulliunee ; but tht#* 
In hI would idoiir produrr n useful and bitting bond. 

< "avour readily grasped thin important point, though 
in Upprni ltlirr th** que*4 infi had not Wen tfritlrtl a*4 
other than n seeouduiw one. Il»* now nought to itiaJco 
liiit master realize it* import. Talking to the Km- 
paror, hi* had Won uuw illiug to eumpromise himaidf 

y* 


by seeming* to have mi opinion; hut writing Im 
Emmanuel, hi* became a warm pleader l»«r ft'in |*r«« 
posed alliance, which la* considered a-, imptoiaut a 
it was timely, (’mint ('nvour du* It Mnmeh «m !h< 
high position occupied by Prince Xuptde.oi, 'itr-> 
Prince of the* blood in tin* lire! empiie <.i' the world 
bearing the moat illustrious name nf m>*d- i it lunr* 
allied by Ilia mother to tin* Inni-e *.f V\ mt- mb. rg 
and to other reigning houses, imtabU that t *i” ih, 
Romani)ffn; and an near tin* tl iI' mU* * II * if \\ 4 '■ j »» * ■ S4* 
to bed; for he wan, at that moment, -lepm.*?' »f { rt *n 
supreme power only by a child f u»* \ *-,n ■; **L I. r.n 
our made excuses for the tpicNtinuahle e..isdu»-t M f ih. 
Prince, pointing out tlmf In* had m r I'uu-i* d ji 
scandal, and assured the King that ?!,. i.- «.!•♦ n« 
other choice to make for Ids daughter ■■nr*- d w a < 
decided not to seek tut niliiimv in \u -ima, mu vuds 
the Bourbons. ’ Pnless your Muje-tt v ini. ■* a \a 
poleon,’ wrote ('nvour, *\«ns will 1 m* t«»|Ve,J |m »'!|*h *•,*' 
a prince of the house of Brngnm '** t»r „i '’iri»i,dii! v 
prince of Germany.’ Then tin* \lmP?« r 1***4, *,3. she 
various possibilities of mieh » mu.m, mA a h, d 
whether ‘other alliances would bring ifrv,»,!*-r h tp 
piness to the married couple?’ lb* cited om,- , ulmdi 
had occurred even in the house of Snvm , wh.-ir ,-,-r 
tain matrimonial alliances had not pr»«v* d ' In ontnl 
of joy, though, to all appearance, they bod no-d 
to promise every hope in that respect ‘ Sm-h w.r* 
the general tenor of (’avmir’a rurm,p„mKmm W! »h 
the King on this delicate subject, Jim* rod pat! > ,4' 
which have never been made public,” 

Napoleon ill’s notes continue tV: r„n, lW , t . 
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from tin* wt'b/lif <>f jmblit* nlTairH and uviduitfly tint 
buthurim? IthttM-Sf about diplomacy or politU* h, Hi* 
tra\ ‘b*d throturh Svy it/tuiaiui idu* a tourist, hm hi* 
bud int< nd* d; 1 1 ** \ i if«d flu* (tri)*on*s Zurich, t ’ou¬ 
st ancc, and thn bank ; uf 1.aim l.ocanm, whrjv Iso 
became tli»* i.fu»"d uf uu»« uf bin f«u iu*t polit seal ltd* 
vcrsane-i, M. BrulTrriu, uf tin* rUjvnii* l.rft, with 
wli«»m hr ran!ioti’d \ di **u:uu'd politieal mat t* tm, 
Tim <u d«*!;tib» ttiTt- funtbdmd lm by uur diplomatic 
cunudar and other aimnfH in tin* part;** whore ho 
nppcuivi!. 

“ Muauwbil* 1 , t "nvtnirreport fa the Kim? bud 
bui lt rarrit d in Turin by ms idlarlm ut the Sardinian 
I,rj?nfinn uf Ib*ne\ and the fount thm Marled fur 
home in *»rd* r fu j'jnii't* the effect uf hi* disclosure^. 
Victor Kfisiiiamnd jjisiijedbi!>-U perc» ived wliuf bo 
ttibdif Itujiu fs «<m lli** I ioiubmi •**> inf**r\ itiv, The 
UPUtiuitt * * rmiai |u hav *• c<YY1 ii 1 1 1m mil'.I throw 
hi* sword i uf * * lb** balance, uf remain henceforth 
jit nil inferior position. Ho ijiiirldy uee.pf *-d tin* 
situation uiid tlitrfrd, 1 V» UH lull!, these Mi l?Jlillc«nf 

w i*rd'!: ‘ In it y *nr I ahull he kin# of I fitly, or merely 
.Monsieur ib* Savoie,’ 

"Till* ofhrifil liltd Mi-IIli oilfiitl paper** barely Mjmko 
uf fit*- I’lrdliluljfrMr I|l!ltiht»*r V Visit fit II*tltlhiftVl'X, 

f >n .fitly 2-lfIt ii teirjrraphie agency sent the following 

«it?.|jfi?r!t iu the newspapers : M \*»!i! t ‘nvmir till?* li ft 

! doiiibibruH, uft «'f it j<tay of Horn** ‘Ji> hours* * This 
is iibottf nil fbuf j*>»f into the public print h enjuvni 
iug tmr inerting. In furl, tin* interview* wi» h kept 
*»erref f*»r •-)»♦!}j** him*, and even later on, it was vary 
slightly rujiuiiuiiind tijinii. My intimate confidents 
iiloiir it ii»* ii" what vutM taking phwv. A rorfnin alterit* 





press wan nemg wiuimni won a \ o-w u» u invar- 
able change of attitude toward* Italy. I learned 
afterwards that one of the minister* w as surprised 
one afternoon to hoc me ‘much absorbed in a mly 
of the map of Italy, ami remarked «m tin* fart to hi* 
colleagues.’ I carefully avoided the topic in my run 
versations with the Kmpress mid fount Walewski. 
But the latter was much alarmed at what be began 
to divine, and eventually broached the .subject to me, 
when 1 then laid hare my plan of the establishment 
of one vast kingdom in the valley of the IN*, t 'mtut 
Walewski expressed Ida fears, for he could not close 
hia eyes to the faet that such changes in Italy would 
necessarily bring about alterntimm in Uernmny. In 
this opinion he wan supported by the {’Impress. 

“Meanwhile, the official newspaper* mid thorn* 
which were inspired by the friend* of tin* Tuilerics, 
published ‘Italian notes.’ The more advanced Baris 
sheets wore filled with the old liberal ideas, tending 
indeed almost to revolutiimnry forms of speech; the 
Press® and the *S7rWe were among the number that 
especially distinguished themselves in this respect. 
The Moniteur published unexpected articles from 
the brilliant pen of Kdttmmi About, which caused 
some sensation. They attacked tlm pontifical gov- 
erument, declaring it to lie contrary to all flic best 
ideas of civilization, and demanding it a suppression 
as a useful and necessary step in the right direction, 
It naturally caused surprise in some quarters to reml 
such articles in the official Monitrur, and it began to 
be whispered that some of the intimate guests of 
the Tuileries court were responsible for this mm 
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pftign. But it was quite false. It is more* probable 
that the Palais Royal was responsible! The articles 
were tolerated because* they we*re a means of awak¬ 
ing public, opinion on the* whole grave subject, and 
did not necessarily represent my personal ideas on 
tlie epiestiom The truth is, l confess, that this way 
of setting the public to thinking was never distaste¬ 
ful to me. In order to get a solid grasp of the 
Preach mind, it is often necessary to present fuels 
in an original and striking manner. And nobody 
knew h*»w to do this better than Prince Napoleon. 

“Public opinion, especially in Italy, was further 
excited at this moment, by the Mortara incident, A 
young Jew, who had fallen ill, was baptized by a 
Christian servant, and the Roman Curia declared 
that the child should he retained in the Catholic 
Church, Thereupon la* was taken from his parents, 
and shut up in a convent. The affair caused much 
discussion in the Catholie and Anti catholic papers. 
Cnvour took advantage of this high handed net to 
advance his policy. He even suereeded in exerting 
a certain influence in tin* Htdy See, for he had friends 
in tlie Vatican itself. The puhlie mind became wild¬ 
ly excited in Italy, and liberal or revolutionary so¬ 
cieties were encouraged to propagate their ideas and 
teachings throughout the country, Puhlicntitum 
aimed against the Duke of Modena, the Holy See, 
the Austrian occupation, etc., were tolerated by the 
authorities. In October, the National Society even 
submitted a plan of insurreetiem to Cnvour for his 
approval. An uprising was being prepared in Two 
can) 1 , and in Massn Carrara; it was hoped that the 

Brand Duke of Tuscany would willingly descend 
i »*« 4 frt »a J. t a n,. uiriitilt ¥i aVt 
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throughout three-quarters of flu* Peninsula that 
oven had I wished to prevent the insurrection at 
the end of tho autumn of 1 h 5 h» I would have found 
it impossible to do so. Tho plot was woll laid; (lari- 
tmldi, tho able revolutionist Eu Farina, and other 
chiefs of the popular movement, had enoh an as¬ 
signed mission. Alongside of the regular army, 
supported, as it was thought, by Fra net* for im< 
portant events which meant the loss of Eomhiirdy 
to tho anti-Italian cause they had organized an in* 
tornal revolution which they hoped was to unseat 
princes of their thrones and put an end to “the IiomE 
tations of Napoleon 111 ’ who, vs on after the ex¬ 
pected victory, they feared * might he unwilling to 
aoe.ept in its entirety the accomplished faet.‘ 

.But the Emperor had not yet said his hmt word, 
and while Piedmont ami the revolutionary sm*ie» 
ties were polishing their arms for the routing fray, 
he turned public attention, for the moment, at leant, 
away from this Italian turmoil, by the interview ho 
was going to have with Queen .Victoria at Flier- 
bourg. This interview was most important fur the 
“Italian question,'’ as it was destined to sweep 
away the clouds which had gathered after the anti- 
English “Address of the colonels and the Urdu! 
affair, while, at the same time, it enabled the Em 
peror to sound the intentions of England concern¬ 
ing Italian eventualities. 

The loregoing rather detailed account of the rela¬ 
tions o( the Emperor and (’mint Favour is an ex¬ 
cellent illustration of a fact more than cure pointed 
out in these memoirs, via., the energetic mid catholic 
manner in which Napoleon HI treated European 
affairs. Ho never believed that the ruler of F ranee 
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could confine himself to French politics alone and 
especially to French home matters. In January, 
1866, when the relations between the United States 
and France were very much strained over the Mexi¬ 
can situation, the Emperor remarked one day: 

1 ‘ This Monroe Doctrine is all very well, perhaps for 
America. But what a blessing it is that France is not 
weighed down by such a dictum. Think of it; why, 
if I were prevented by public opinion from partici¬ 
pating in the great international questions of the 
world, I really believe that I would prefer Ham to 
the Tuileries!” The Empress was sometimes criti¬ 
cized for taking an interest in foreign affairs, and, 
in rare instances, for exerting an influence for the 
welfare of the country, as she understood it. But 
this was the spirit which prevailed at the court of 
the Second Empire and the Emperor himself set the 
example. “We are all internationalists, in the best 
sense of the word,” he remarked at a time when 
the word had hardly got the unpleasant meaning 
which is now sometimes given to it. How then 
could Eugenie, living in such an atmosphere, help 
taking an active interest in international politics? 



CHAITKK IV 


THE MRSU AN RSt'fiM't loj# 

Aurnowut, m year* |m*m «*n, rnt iritis >rr«»WH 

more kindly towards tb*- Siv«»m! Miuptr*-, yi h.hh,- 
of its politico ecmtimm to W j4**\«'tSdam< «i, and 
HomotimoH tin* Km pro** U iiiad*’ lit*** '‘**jip«-i:<*;»t. 
Tima, the much vilified Mrsivan rxp.’dnom r* tF 
dared lu In* the cniiHt* of all the final *h-or* Iff-4. \W 
aro told that, because the bent 1 1 **»*|*^ mm* «»mt 
piod beyond the seatf* it w mm impo-HnUr fur Fi aiuv 
to intervene off actively in the evriaU »»f %\hvn 
Prussia made her first great *t»*p Pronto the 
hegemony of Germany. Iti vain, historian* of 
weight have proved by ftjran<* unit well r*t ahlide d 
arguments that the expedition to Mr\in* nUortwd 
neither the number of mm nor the qumdsfy «»f mo»-} 
alleged. But the belief in these imnwiium torn jv 
mained rooted. It is true that in IsiiiJ. th,. Kmpen»r 
hesitated to make an armed intei v»nt um, mul it in 
also true that he afterwards regretted tuning % i*G*l 
©d to the pressure of timid mind* of gt%mg 

ear to the well-advised ctiuiwelon* vs ho III yd hrni 
strike then and there. But what in nut trim in that 
Marshal Bandon, minister of war, ever mml that 
he was not in a position to tttmd from n hundred to 
two hundred thousand men to the border* ,.f the 
Bhine, and this because of **thc! drain tlin* !«» tin* 
Mexican expedition. 11 Sneh a step eotihl have been, 

104 
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liik*'n» if it «4'- iim* !si!’**■ *i, itiiM n jim lint* not to 
*■ 1 itit f<> *•<'j 4 e m«*u!;i| ronHt<t«*m- 

|j«»ii*•. Thai 3 - !So- 5 ,-,r* 

|f \\ i o' >* b> *'is ..1 .1 I '.111 j ■!•» -1'i W, OH till* 

|i. ! « *n a (.'■ • ? '• *>• > . * s j *« ■» Uumi, “till* 

! 1 1*.“ ' •'!' 4 *'3 '!,« 111]*! 0 ’«■ H • .5 V> it < r.till'll, 

Tia I. ' v ’ * o' o ; i .* <i‘ .*i» 'I !.«• 

lut ' .1 I • .*< I h> . >.!;>■ m? !h«- I. §<*'*■ \ 

I‘|»l ij.li »l« ’ , 4 *4 1 ‘ > « 1 « I}) all « ■ *!ts| ' : a "J % Hi 


Ills' Villi 1 .4 « f at - ■ ' ’H < !l Ini4 Jit* • * lit; pi f H 

lit !o*r »>-«>. a , v.J. ' I fi.a.i It ‘ ; i I«- * t «•! m U;*- «’ 

a! * i” * t; alul it On- a! A it it ’» I* If that 

It* *-1 # W :t • 5! u- a . ‘ !lf I M| fia-t 

'Ills' 1 * V» a - . ■ * * * * ■ O' shall Mt|t !«» tlis»;?«- %i 1 |m lilt*! 

t*r* n - •* * ' i *-■ “ - aa,.*-a! •*- , f’.lif «»| iitnl 

raSh- 4 -«- -a,] s’ i- l . , , . * n i*< f* ll»n% 

t'MtiisJ iOi < ’ * * • f * f *•- th* riniaia' f-.a%s-! 

t»l till’ t !?.'-■ I ■’ . < I ' • ' , f ■ t ’-a A ' . 11 , u. 4 t it) 

o| r its* * • a‘ * I . " * < ’ * > -"ts a., a ?•< l’l> Sr’h'.M* }j lUal 

S|i,‘i!i:sl» 4 ; 1 l" 3 , V* •’ ; 1 'a «a .-AM ',1 ;r> ' 1 ! • t *4 !*> 

a; / • * i .* 1 *■» * ),< ! aii| >; * ’> ■■ -..jl >*i t’.4s< 


|tr!a‘,;i? ..*n ! ■ • 1 * - f 1 •!* * ■ 0 \ m! t s.t, A ii«ah I’'* 

|| 4 «| Imsa aa .-1 a 1 < 4 AM s.USifarajl \ ”£ :t 3 3 J t it 

nfijH-Jtr* a fa h l . afiar h - j . i! a I >|»4 |!i 

III f * I a h> IIU h n tiu « Vi • t ”, *. * *f a, f a«.sM«I ilali i ? I'iHir !if 
tail la tl.t -u« aij. . 1 , f •: | u-iaf !. ''*•>! » tilul %% liil nl|r|| a| 

< ; t ! .* tn •• \ v-,* * fa O s'Ufaal lllflt 
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Boor republic! France's only aim in going to Mrv 
ico was to protect her outraged tollow count rv men 
and the citizens of allied powers, and to obtain 
guarantees that similar abuses >li*»uI*I not mviir in 
the future. If France had not neted, ih** 1 mted 
States would have done so, uh >*mn a*- it had tun lied 
with its Civil War, which was f leu me sou. Thin 
is evident from th(* message of Piv bd. nt Puehauun 
to Congress, promulgated mhiu* hst P fme* F*-!»*ri*, 
drawing 1 its attention to the reprehensible ae!•. of 
certain South American republics, and »• *p«eially 
that of Mexico, and asking for authority !** m >• isnle 
tary force in order ttt obtain pn\ un-nt »»f an iinh-m 
Tiity for past short comings and a euantnt*.- f>»i \ n 
turn good conduct, Tins was all that Prone.* was 
doing. The fact of tho matter is that if tin- exp. di 
tion had succeeded and had not nnh-d with the 
dreadful trag(*dy of Queretaro, no blann- w.add >-ot 
have been laid on the FaupresH. The Kmpei *»r one., 
said it all reminded him of the taming of 1 a Uuehe 
fouoaultl: “As most people consider * * j 1 1 > tin* ap¬ 
pearance of things, their judgment* am bas.-d sob- 
ly on results, ho that, a design of a plan n.-.-im to 
them well formed or well carried through oi»U «|n-ti 
the result is good,” If France had sue.-»*. d*-d in 
Mexico and if the good Maximilian had emted loin 
self solidly on his throne, and established an urd* i S v 
government there, France’s praPm would lm\«« 
been sung throughout two hemispheres. 

Nor must it he forgotten that mnm of tin- nur-n 
which li*d up to the Mexican expedition hupp, lied 
in Paris. The beginnings of this somewhat eompli 
Gated affair C 4 irry uh hack before tin* \ eai 1*011, 
when some Mexican families deprived «f their prop- 
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observations cm tlu* subject, though they i**t Fnifiw 
aec that they would take no part in her coercive 
measures, However, the wind** isutimcr of the 
Washington cabinet changed when Mavimihun pro¬ 
claimed hiniHclf emperor of Mexico. But us 
America had recognized the Kmpire ♦ *!’ Brit;*}!,** *udd 
Napoleon cm thin occasion, and xulu gieat logic if 
has always seemed to me, “why could do* not uUo 
recognize tlu* Kmpire of Mexico! “ Tin* Bmpi-mi* 
developed thin idea in a slate paper which wa** 
transmitted to Washington, Hut Mr, Sewn n I'* re 
ply was as courteous as it was hoMih* to that wnv of 
looking at the matter, mid then, for tin* first tins**, 
Napoleon saw that lu» hnd got himself int*» an awk¬ 
ward position with the Baited State*. *• 1 regret 
this so much, 51 said the Kmperor to the Kmpr« mh 
the next day after Mr. He ward’s dispatch had b**eu 
presented by the American Minister, who was, if l 
am not mistaken, that charming man of tlu* world, 
John Bigelow, “for I can never forget the kindly 
way I was received cm Ameriean soil in tm dark 
days.” In fact this hostility dmwvd itself, Nup«* 
leon learned by diplomatic agents, in various parts 
of the new world In a most practical way by open 
aid of various kinds given to the Mexican Bre-odent 
Jnaroz, and this course was accentuated wIn ti the 
Recession conflict came to an end with the victory of 
the north. 

The Kmperor’a opinion of this attitude wan once 
stated by him as follows: “If the Washington euhi* 
net had sided with us Instead of showing itself u»*n 
tral or actually helping Juarez the result «»f the 
Mexican expedition would have been unite differ 
ent n When, at a much later period, this remark 
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\vm (1 in JuIhi by n rmnmmi fri* k i»*l« 

!h»' witty Aiii«‘ii«’iiii diplomat rrplird; “Of courts*, 
if tin* 1 iiitnl Slal«*H had is«»t brrn flu* I ” Hi I sh I Hfitfrs, 
u hat th»* Kmprn«r w ) {»«•*{ f mi* iiui*ht linvr liappritni, 

I hit Imw mild X.ijimI.-mu kitMw \tn»-ri«’a!i i-jit nma! 
nt'frr lu i niii * h**r! \ i al f»> mir mIh* rrs, and rspr* 
rmllv n h* u hr w;r- i!i:ulri|imt*-l\ i* pivfit 
\\ a if*: i: i**! <*ii a! flu < f ilia- T * * A di'4 iir r u! A !ii**ri- 
riin niid-a ailnr «tn*v mndr t li i m ivmatl;, whirh 
should hr plar.-d hriv. Ilrtrrmur f <* tin** ill fnh’d 

i**u, f Isi*» jr**nf Iriniin, wlii* Iaf» r h«dd irry high 
itills 8 ** at U ii hiiit*t mjj, mini; *‘TItr Kiftja-rMf <|iiitr 
«»v»*rl«»»4 m*«I ffir tall fir ii i iiit’’ »»f tin* li*»plriin\ 

whirls it n f ni»‘, u a . imt thru hu blond nud nil I'lH- 
hrnriiit*' $ thr dsphauiif in »{ti«* 4h»u stiiilrd lit this 
point ) ait t->, ijMtt, hut v»1m* a, urvrrthrJrHH, wtiM not 

II Wrnklui^ «*vi• lj in thf- 2 . ?!*■*- Thr KlUprmr Iiml IttH 

lull iM-r-i ititl'd liiiir that tin* I mint Stairs 

ii dniunr, and u v< rv t:r« at on**, in ihr rntahltHh 
liiriil, refill mu 1 1m lH»rd»’ri>, of a smnmri'li) Mtpport rd 

by fin* iumiui ri ba- i <»f buropr ** Thr Kmprrss rr 

jilird : ’ * Hilt f hr ditfin’rr would Jiuf Imvr hr* it slight 
t*i Imvr ii rrv«4ii!sMimry fc»n rfiifttntt right stf your 

doors ** * * Y'rs, bill fill* ^WVrniflirii! of Mr\it*n for 

ninny \**■ ii f■ 5* Iiii-i hrrfi fiirt’t* nfuhlr fban many Kuril- 

1***1114 |.fMVr| ||S|i«*||f!i *’ * ‘ 1 fjftt W fflir, bill flit* 

m brrau 4 *” it Inin hrrti with n prrhttlritiin! 

liiitiiiiii’b " Tim diplomat ahnwrd by tl»< r%|»rr**ioii 

of bi’t fm*r tliii! h«* Wits Uni fur fr«m» siiuriflfC Kit 

grim* \ s« %%, tli«»uMh hr until rally *mid 

Thr I'drUrh r%|»r«ldmll WfiH lllldrr tlir rullifillllltl 
nf Adiiiirul .lursi-ii *!«* 1« Univirr«% with wIipIii tin* 

Kmpr* *h had iinini lmf*»rr hr Hiiilrii, H*i sin* 

kiirW' nil thr Hi!* uinl mu! h id thr ntfiiir. (hii* liimm of 





MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EH IKK IE 


his saying one day to the Emperor in h**r presence; 
“As I understand it, tin* object of this expedition 
is not simply to enforce respect from the oint¬ 
ment of Mexico, but also to seize fit** opportunity of 
opening up new commercial connections winch is a 
great need just now on account of tin* iut**rru|»tion 
of all our trade with the ratted States hocmtNo of 
the Civil war.” Thin statement wa* quite true, ami 
should ho kept in mind, in grasping the whole mean, 
ing of this undertaking. 

Another feature of the expedition about which we 
spoke considerably at thin moment \wt>t Marshal 
Prim's part therein. With bin innate lore »f in 
trigue, which was ho dangerous a few \»*nrs Inter at 
the time of the flohcir/, client enndidafttre. Prim 
found the Mexican expedition made to hi < hand. 
After Admiral do la (fraviere ‘a return, he sni d to 
the Empress one day, speaking of this period: 
“Prim was of course anxious to have u huger tn the 
pie and to further his own plans, lie *n managed 
that the Spanish contingent was greater thttn the 
united forces of France and England, He nUt made 
haste with the Spanish fleet, so that when 1 got to 
Havana, 1 learned that the Spaniards were already 
at Vera Crux, Hardly had Prim lauded before he 
issued a surprising proclamation to the Mexican 
people, urging them to submit to an tin worthy gov¬ 
ernment from which three powers were then de¬ 
manding reparation for legitimate damages He 
was thus loaning towards the liberal party notwith¬ 
standing the promises of support which h** hud pre 
viously given to the eouscrvittivc*, This untimely 
proclamation was not of a nature tn calm the MexP 
cans who looked unon if. tlM n Wfttr f-n 
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rally ufTi*ntI*ui tin* ennsiTvativo party ami flit* tilliod 
powors. Ftirthrnimtv. th»* arrival of tho Kpntsmh 
tlurt. had ajtrcad a certain fear tiimudmut tin* rmni 
try, wlion* tin* old troubles with .Spain won* still 
loo fresh Ill thr juihlii* mind, l ’olisotpienf ly, fin* ill 
huhifnnfs lied before flu* Spaniards, so that when 
wo lauded, w»* found a desert iu-fotv us, and It wan 
with tin* j^n-ntest dillirulfv that wo rotihl food our 
troops. l itilor snob rimnustaures tin* Kn^Ush even 
hesitated whothor lito enterprise should ho eunfinued 
further. In a w«»rd, Prim was tho oisfant torrihh* 
of tho Mexinm expedition,’* 

The admiral final!) hooamo mnvmred that tho 
wise thi uy tor {• rajie«* {,* do u a ; to follow the e\- 
amplo '«•! by lino. laud and Spain and withdraw from 
tin* fountr\ h* ioiv yet tiny draton-d furthoi* into an 
iao\trioahh* -.dualion. Put such a ooutno was not 
considered p* < ihh a! 1 'air , and tin* admiral wan 
allow od to r«t m a to Piano**, not to hi) down his 
t’omuiund, hut to explain to tho Kmpemr and tho 
tuition, tho real ooudiiion of affairs in \fo\ioo. It 
i * remembered that, when ho rain** I * * f hr Tuilorios 
to a rat hor pi h ate dinm*r paif>, and m»t tin* Km- 
poror for flu* fust 11 in*• idtiro ifUunmm from Mex- 
iro, fhoro WH'i muoli liwlv curio. it) to see Innv hr 
Would ho received at four!, and especially by tin* 
Kuiprror. Tin* gallant admiral had bn-n apprised 
that Iso uiiyht expert n cool reception, and his fir -d 
atopH in tho drawing room inndo him feel that Mich 
was indeed tho cuf ♦; fur some of the yued v » t houyht 
they woro t a kitty tho riyht nit-, and w«*io \*t> cold. 
Ullt lUiddoidy, t*» tho surprise of all r\ropi the Pus 
proKN, the Kifipriw ha* Iil\‘ advanced pi forum* tho 

admiral, wifi* both hands extended and 11 kindly 
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smile on bin face. Tlien the whole manner of the 
guests changed. They crowded around tin* admiral, 
put questions to him about the situation in Mexico 
and even felicitated him on the excellent fashion in 
which he had conducted the operation*! The Km- 
press used, years afterwards, to laugh over thin 
famous dinner party. 

It cannot he denied that the Mexiean expedition 
was very unpopular in France. The people did not 
understand the' reasons for it ami could not >»ee what 
benefit could he drawn from it. Consequently, it 
gave rise only to distrust and aversion. The Km 
peror could not openly deelare that Kranee went to 
Mexico to establish French influence in (‘cut ml 
America 5 for, by ho doing, he would have cotupro 
missed our relations with the Fnited Minted. UK 
silence, made necessary hy these political cuum^, 
was the chief reason for a misunderstanding which 
subsisted between the Emperor and the nation din¬ 
ing five long years. If it had hern jtuM.sihli* to pub 
lish the detailed letter of instruction** to Uoimral 
Eorey, who was finally put in command in Mexico, 
wbicli letter was drawn up under the eye of the 
Emperor himself,- if this had been possible, the 
public would have had a better understanding of 
the whole complicated question. But home ami in 
temational considerations would not permit of this. 
In fact, oven to-day, when these objections no longer 
exist, partisan writers on this period of tin- Second 
Empire are apt to pass over in silence or only bmvH 
touch upon this important document. It is not my 
intention to give it in full here ; hut I cannot for 
bear making a few extracts from It, especially na 
I do so from an exact copy of the original letter, 
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if it be not the letter itself, about which mjmlt iifid 
my friends are not absolutely sure. I mention tilts 
bemuse the letter has not always been exactly 
quoted, e\ eii by tln»se who wished to use it with the 
hem intent ions. Its spirtt and gist are in the fol 
totting (jUntaftotlH, 

Writing from Fontainebleau, on .Inly IHt'rJ, tfte 
Emperor - aid*. '‘On your arrival welcome with the 
great e g kindliness all Mexicans who seek you. Km- 
puller no partv quarrels. Show great deference for 
religious beliefs. Maintain very strict discipline 
ii itf I sc\ ereh repress all nets, all w ords, which could 
wound Mexican spirit; for if is essential not to for* 
get uhat u proud race they are. As soon as you 
*'“aeh file eity of Mexico organize a temporary gov¬ 
ernment. which will submit to a \ufe of the Mexican 
peuple tiie que-itiou as the political system to be 
established. The non in view is not to force the 
Mexicans to adopt a form of government which they 
may not like, hut to aid them : u their efforts to 
establish, hy Ilnur own free will, a government which 
is likely to have stability and can assure Era nee 
the redress of the grievances which we have. It is 
needless fo my that if they prefer a monarchy, it 
is to the interest of France to guide them in that 
direction. 

“There will be Ito lark of people who Will ft»k 

why we go to Mexico; why we risk money and the 
then of men in enter fo found a government there. 

I lore j;> the lHhWct*. Ill the state of eivilrzation to 
whmh the world has arrived, Europe cannot view 
with indifference the prosperity of the Fmtml 
States; for it is that country which buys our mutm- 
fnatures ami aids our commerce. It is to our inter- 
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eat, therefore, that the Fnitod Static should be 
powerful; but it is not at all to our interest to .see 
her seize the whole gulf of Mexico and become the 
sole dispenser of the products of the new world. 
To-day, we. learn by and experience, how precarious 
the fate of an industry becomes when ic is reduced 
to being forced to seek its raw materials from one 
market only and has to depend on the over changing 
conditions of that market. But, if M e\ico pre¬ 
served her independence and the integrity of her 
territory, and if a firm government is established 
there with the aid of France, we shall have given 
the Latin race, on the other side of tin* Ocean, the 
means of recovering its strength and prestige, we 
shall have secured the safety of mir colonies mu} 
those of Spain in the Antilles; we shall have re* 
established our influence in the center of America, 
and that influence*, creating great openings for our 
trade, will also bring hack to us Imre in France the 
materials indispensable for our home industries. 
Thus regenerated, Mexico will always be favorably 
inclined towards us, not merely from a feeling of 
gratitude, but because her interests will be our in* 
torosta and because she will And support from m in 
maintaining friendly cmmeet'ums with the Font 
pean powers. Bo it is not only our military honor 
which is to-day at stake, but also our political needs, 
our industrial and commercial interests. Every- 
thing, in fact, makes it plain that it is our duty to 
boldly plant our flag on Mexican soil ami to estnh 
lish in that country either a monarchy, if it is not 
incompatible with the national sentiments of flu* 
people, or at any rate a government wbieli ahull 
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This dear explanation of tin* Kmperor'H Kctwrmm 
ideas show v,hat were (ho tru'idim*; principles of this 
Mexican r \pnlil mu. But public opinion was most 
unfortunal» Is unin formed on all !host* howls ami tin* 
result ua that if was impir-Mblt* to net boldly; it 
warn iH't’f ■.■ar\ to curtail ami rest riel those very 
measures w liieh would have ensured .sucres*. 

The mar heeauie serious, ami after considerable 
fuditim*', Jtrnv/, wa driven from his capital, 'rim 
question now was a • t»» tlie form of imvormmud, and 
t hen I’ari ■ iit-eajue a center of particular interest! in 
this Mexican affair. The Km press participated, 
patera I h a a ih-nt <■ peetator, in all the various dis 
Clioinin and listen i«‘\\ that look place at the Tttib 
cries and at Saint t ‘loml, eonc»*rnimt the sovereign 
nmt form «*f 0*0 «m mm ut be 1 suited for Mexico. 
Tin - candela! ur>- oS’ \ i ebduke Maximilian, which 
has! lone |*» en tied* i * \, t n 4 . n a ? t o u, u a * now n*vi\ cd 
af is- h. 'The milm isea .<1 * n»- furndh Au friau am 
ha >' ash»r to France h-nt mipport to a plait which he 
Mitt' w a> act eeahle to tin "If this is done, the 
Kmpeiot* said one mornim?, “it will not only draw 
us i»»air«-r to \ to! tin, hut I think it will he looked 
upon w ifh much pte.r mv of Vienna. Ami I him 
reason to helte\ e that tlt»* latter part of this stale* 
iiseftl w as esjM ei,dl> ! t tie, not w itlmtamlilirC wlmt him 
*<omr{title •, lteejt said in a coitfraiy sense. Tim arch 
duke, Ii« t w e\ or, hc*t! afed. Ills W i{ e Hot 1H* i SI if Very 
fa\ orahh to the idea, as if sin* had n preimuiition 
of the tenable end in store lor both of these uulor 
tnnate umi noble hemes. 

It will {h* reirn itib‘*red that thr archduke married 
t Tilll Jolte, daughter ot Leopold L King ot the lief 

irians, on** of the wisest of mmlcrti sovereigns, both 



both greatly fascinated the court ot tm* I micros 
by their simple, kindly manners. Finally, tin* (we 
young sovereigns left the 1 tanks of the Adriatic, at 
the foot of the Tyrolese, mountains vdimv they inn! 
created a marvelous palace, ami embarked fur tin 
new world. The thought of that departure still tills 
all with the deepest sorrow. It must he contV^rd 
though forebodings were felt nt the time, mte m*ver 
dreamt that the gallant prince would not return and 
that the charming princess would mum buck tmh 
to lose her mind and he forever seque^fen-d fnmi 
the royal circles which she once ho hmmf ifniiy 
graced. 

No sooner were the princely couple lauded when 
troubles began. Juarez was keeping up a minv.v fu! 
warfare which little by little told on tin* French 
army. General Bazuine, who, in the meantime, had 


unpopular and his position been me mure and more 
precarious. T have entered into this detail in order 
to give my absolute disapprobation of an accimn 
tion which has been brought against Jlazaium 11 
has been insinuated in some quarters that Ikr/.ume 
wished to render the new Mexican Hmpcror mi 
popular in order that ho himself might profit there¬ 
by. He had married a Mexican, and it wan held 
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that In* nourished dreams of emulating Benmdotte. 
Iln wan charged with having caused the war to drag 
on that there would he good reason for urging Maxi¬ 
milian to abandon the country. That there existed 
at this time in army circles in Mexico a certain dis 
trust of Ba/.aiue may In* true, hut net!tier tin* Km 
peror nor the Empress believed in those idle stories, 
either before or after the unfortunate Metz affair. 

A prey to the greatest diOiruitirs, the Emperor 
Mr ximiliim now insisted on Empress t 'harlot te\s re 
turn to Europe, This must devoted of wives, eager 
to share all the anxieties and dangers of her 1ms 
hand, .stayed on in the new world a-' lung as she pus 
Mlity could. Finally, it was nuly by suggesting that 
she should make the join mw in order to solicit the 
support of European powers ami above all new and 
effortive help of Fiance, both in imm and money, 
that tin* Emperor Maxiunlian succeeded in deciding 
his wife to embark. 

it wan in August, twill, that Napoleon and Eu 

geltir Welcomed to Nil!lit ( ‘lotld U glle*t W ho .sought 

them tinder most striking, nay, almost tragic, cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Empress t linriotte had just reached Faria and, 
without taking any rent, asked an audience of Xn- 
poleoti, Immediately the imperial earn ages were 
sent to the hotel w he re she had alighted, and the 
Empress was brought to the t*nstle on August 11th, 
at two uVlork, in the afternoon. The guard then 
mi duty showed her royal honors. She was in an 
open victoria ami bowed grneioush, 1 am told, ini 
she passed the national flag at the gate. 

The cm ringe stopped in front of the vestibule 

t .. 1 * . .. A * . . • . . * .. t. .. * . I it... 
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Emperor and the Empress ready to meet tin* guest 
and together they mounted the staircase. After th< 
usual presentations to the court ladies mu\ gentle 
men, all three went to the Empress's cabinet 
where they remained alone tor muiu* time engnget 
in deep conversation, when, in it few rapid words 
the object of her visit was laid before the Emperor 
Empress Charlotte was then only twenty -six yean 
of ago, tall, imposing and elegant, with ait oval fact 
which boro marks of great anxiety, fine, large hrowi 
eyes, and graceful features in every respeef. Sin 
wore a long black silk dress, an elegant white hat 
and was every inch a queen hot It physically, intel 
lectually and in outward appearance, 

A little later, during two hours the unhappy priit 
cess, with all the resolution and eloquence burn oj 
great misfortunes, gave the pitiful late of trials ami 
difficulties of all sorts against which Maximilian hmi 
jroy to the r 
to open treu 
. the part of 
) reign, 
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1 so greatly 
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fairs. Ilf* repeated, therefore, that he could give no 
help, and, inortMivcr, al'fi^r Irving to open the eyes 
of Kmpress (‘harlotte to t hi* real situation, he urged 
her at. all hazards, to induce her hushand to give up 
such a desperate enterprise, such a forlorn hope 
and sail hack to Kumpe. Sued a response was not. 
at all what the 1 ‘riuress had expected, for she was 
blinded hv illusions. She had hoped that all could 
he arranged and she had derided to continue to hope 
on, id wavs and in spite of everything. She begged 
the Htnperor to think the matter over, ami not thus 
to irrevoenhly abandon Maximilian *h cause. She 
suggested alt kinds of plans. One of these was to 
go (‘Yen to Home and beg the help id' the Holy 
Father; another, (o make u supreme effort with the 
Mmperor of Austria, and a third, to urge the King 
of the Belgians to come to their aid. 

When the poor Kmpress left, her weary face and 
fatigued features generally, told of the tears she had 
forced hack. The Fmperor and the Kmpress were 
most deeply moved, and both of them long retained a 
most hitter memory of the scone. The Mmperor Haiti 
at a later period: “On that occasion, owing to the 
refusal which I was forced to oppose to the poor 
princess's appeals, 1 could plainly see how cruelly 
hurt she was. We, too, were nearly crushed, I re¬ 
member, hv the sight of such anguish which nothing 
could appeased’ That night t he Kmpress dreamed of 
the nnlmpp) (‘harlotte, of the sad interview, ami saw 
with Iwr mind ’s ig Mexico and unfortunate Max¬ 
imilian. But the terrible fate reseiaed for both of 
these noble benign was not then revealed to Kugenie. 

When this distressing interview was ended, Kin 
press (‘harlotte walked unassisted to her e&rri«ge r 
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apparently seeing nothing. She declined the hand 
of the aide-de-camp who wished to help her to the 
seat, and then, falling hack on the cushions in such 
a despairing attitude, she even forget, in her great 
sorrow, to salute the flag whieh held over her from 
the castle wall. She quickly disappeared from Saint 
Cloud, and was never seen again by the Emperor or 
tho Fanpre-ss. We learn, however, that, shortly 
afterwards, the feverish agitation of the unfortunate 
princess became most marked, until she finally lost 
her reason without knowing might of the drama of 
Queretaro. Confined in the castle of Bouehouf, in 
the suburbs of Brussels, she has been unconsciously 
wearing her widow’s weeds for years 

Neither the Empress Charlotte imr Maximilian in 
making their request bon* in mind the changed com 
ditions at this moment in the Ended States, as a! 
ready touched upon in the earlier part of this chap- 
ter. In July, lHfiH, when the Mexican Empire was 
set up, civil war was raging between the North and 
South in tho American Union; in July, when 

the Empress Charlotte sought the support of 
France, the conflict in the United States had ceased, 
with the victory of the North, the President had re¬ 
fused to recognize the Mexican Empire, General 
Grant and his veterans were eager to march to the 
support of the Mexicans, Secretary Seward in Wash¬ 
ington and Minister Bigelow in Paris were invoke 
ing the Monroe Doctrine, and the French Govern¬ 
ment, now that the Confederacy had fallen, could 
not further incur the enmity of the American Union, 
Nor did French public opinion or the lowering clouds 
on the European horizon permit Napoleon III to 
continue further his unfortunate Mexican policy. 



THE MEXICAN EXPEDITION 

Though tho Empress had at first favored this expe¬ 
dition she now joim*d with the Emperor in holding; 
that it was a mistake and that it must lie abandoned. 
'* We have done our best by Maximilian/ ’ said the 
Emperor in as kindly a tone as he rnuld eommand in 
bidding farewell to Charlotte, *'but all we eun do 
now is to help him to eseape from Ids present 
danger/’ 

Finally, matters got so bad in Mexico, that Xu* 
poleon desired Maximilian to abdicate, in order that 
a native Mexican might be math* the head of a re* 
established rcpuhlie. The Emperor was perfectly 
sincere in this change of attitude. This is proved 
by much of the preliminary conversation which was 
held with Ueneral Oasfehmu, who was sent to Mex* 
ico to try and persuade Maximilian to withdraw so 
that, this plan could he carried out. Hut his mission 
was a failure, much to NapoOm/s regret. The mis¬ 
led Emperor of Mexico, not withstanding that the* 
French troops left the country on February 5, lHf>7, 
derided, after some hesitation, to tight to the hitter 
end, with the tragic result that we all know. On 
May lb, 1HU7, Maximilian fell info his enemies’ 
hands, a?nl on .lime Uhh, he was shot. The news 
of Ids horrible death reached Paris on the very day 
when tin* prizes of the international exhibition were 
being distributed at Paris, and it east a gloom over 
the whole city. 



Tuonan the Empress mmh* if n rule not to med¬ 
dle ill the foreign affairs of France, yet more than 
once she found herself, from one cause or mud her, 
drawn into mutters of thin kind, quite in .spite of 
herself. In the first place, the Emperor often eon 
suited the Empress, or at least talked over with her 
measures of stale. He liked to see how an idea over 
which he had been pondering 1 for a long time would 
strike an open mind which then and there heart! it 
for the first time, and from the way that this idea. 
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auguraf ing, without iiothv, a system of severe mili¬ 
tary conscription which really amounted almost to 
pro nt*ripti<m. At Warsaw, the police, aided by sol¬ 
diers, invaded the homes, seized the young men of 
an age to become soldiers and marched them ofT to 
the citadel. Eor political reasons tin* government 
took for the army only the young men of the cities, 
whose turbulent patriotism was an embarrassment to 
the despotic’ rule* ut* St. Petersburg, while the peasun 
try whh suffered to go scut free, the Polish peasants 
having accepted more or leas willingly the foreign 
yoke. Tin* utticiul press of the capital dwelt cut the 
cane with whieh the conscription had been accom¬ 
plished; hnt the statement wan not true, for these 
high handed act a were, in fact, flic a i gum I for innnr- 
rectimu The question now was whether this upris¬ 
ing could take rout and become formidable. The 
rebels were armed with old fashioned guns and pikes, 
ami at first it whh generally held that not much was 
to be feared from such a body of revolutionist*. But 
little by little, public opinion in Europe saw that it 
was mistaken on this point, and that another for 
tniclnble Polish insurrection had hurst out. 

The government of the Emperor Napoleon wan 
painfully impressed by the* sad event. Though the 
misfortunes of the Polish nation Inspired compas¬ 
sion and pity, it was dangerous for the French cabi¬ 
net to take sides. Tin* Paris official world was care¬ 
ful not to criticize what wiih being done by the linit- 
m1.hu iinthorif ie« it! Warsaw, the word nterven- 
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say and do nothing that could displease Russia. The 
party favorable to Russia, with the Due do Moray 
at its head, did all in its power to prevent anything 
from troubling the cordial relations then existing 
between the two countries. 

The legislative body devoted u sitting to the Po¬ 
lish agitation, on February f>, isda, when Jules 
Favre took up the defense of the insurreetionists, 
and presented tiieir cause in eloquent and violent 
terms. The government's orator was M. Dilhiult, 
minister of the interior, and what he said were prac¬ 
tically words put into his mmdh by the Fmperor 
himself. Here is the basis of the speeeh as drawn 
up by Napoleon: “The government is too sensible to 
pronounce futile words, whieh would nourish falsi* 
hopes in the breasts of those moved by insurrection- 
ary passions, and it is too jealous of its own dignity 
and that of France to suiter to be repented in an 
official address, during fifteen years, words and 
promises which cannot he kept.” 

The reference in the last phrase is to the address 
of the French Fhambor of Deputies in Louis 
Philippe’s time, which for fifteen years, contained 
this pompous declaration: “The Polish nationality 
shall not perish.” The phrase* “insurrectionary pas¬ 
sions,” meant that alongside of those Poles who 
were struggling for the national idea, was another 
body who were making capital out of Poland*s mis¬ 
fortunes to promote their own revolutionary ideas. 
“Those are a danger,” said the Kmpemr. The 
notes for the speech then continue as follows ; * ‘ Po¬ 
lish sympathies have often served ns a pretext for 
disorderly men to make trouble. It should tie re¬ 
membered that duri mr f lift rmmlttUt IMLIU *1... «... 
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iiorml assembly was invaded by a crowd nhoutin#: 
•Hurrah fur Poland P Times arc much the hump. 
Alongside of the true pal riots an* enemies of the 
social order, adepts () f the ‘cosmopolitan revolu¬ 
tion, 1 ‘ internationalists,’ always ready to act as pro¬ 
moters of disorder. For a long time Poland has 
been allowed to hope for help which could not be 
given, until she has fondly ended by crying aloud : 
' Heaven is too high and l*'ranee too far away!’ ” 
liefer ring to this Polish quest ion In a conversa¬ 
tion which took place at a much later time, Xupuleon 
III said: “There existed in Pranre at that moment 
two parties, one favoring intervention of some 
kind, and the other demanding that f hesfaf us quo be 
observed and flint a prudent silence be maintained. 

I felt that if we did tad wish to go to war, ami that 
We certainly did not wish to do, vs, e must he careful 
not to give ejirouraeoiuent to f he Polish cause. 'The 
congress held m Pare*, in I’-'hd, did not take up the 
Polish (pies!ton as it did the Italian one, which was 
another reason why it was dilheult for France and 
llte oilier powers frh'tidh to Poland, to take it up 
at this lime. At the interview with tin* t’/.nr, at 
Stuftgart, in September, Wm, I did not openly 
champion tin* cause of Poland, though I did urge 
upon his Majesty the adoption of a kindly policy 
towards the Poles. In I Hill, 1 approved the efforts 
at conciliation made at Warsaw by that liberal- 
minded Pole, the Marquis \\ irlopobki and by the 
brand I hike t ’onstnntine, Above all things else, 1 
desired at that time to maintain pence, and public 
opinion in France approved this policy. At that 
moment, then* wen* no clouds on tin* political hurl 


wore very friendly. 

il But another power now strove tc* change tin* face 
of tilings and act its usual part of a dissolvent. The 
man who undertook to look after the destinies of 
Europe, narrowed down to the single interests of his 
own country, Bismarck, grasped the imporlmtee to 
Prussia of an alliance hefween that country and 
liussia, and as the occasion for bringing this about 
now seemed at hand, he eagerly gripped it. So at 
tho moment when the recruiting practices instituted 
at Warsaw, were alienating from Bussin the kvih- 
pathicH of all Europe, King William seized the op’ 
portunity to show his nephew, the (V.ur, marked and 
friendly attentions. Ueiteral Uustave von AUvusle. 
bon was sent to St. Petersburg and, at the commence 
mont of B’ubruary, IHti.H, signed with Prince Uort 
schakoff, an agreement which eventually brought 
about a close intimacy between the two northern 
courts. Under the pretext of dealing onlv with 


whole political system. 
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iif tin* same metboils, l Thi* (V.ar wan inclined to 
generous iiin! peaceable measures ; but Prussia did 
all in her power and it was very mueh to chock 
thin di>f“isilion. Tin* elbef result of this Alvomn 
Ichcit agreement was to separate* Bussia and the 
Pulidi liberals, 

“It should In* remembered that at erne* moment at 
St. Peferduirg flier*- was a plan to tie* f * * r« * for mak 
InK tin* (iraud Palo- (‘ondanf im* kirn-: of Poland, of 
having the (Iraud Purlieus d*ui tie* Polish national 
contain** ami of reesfablishimf tlie Polish roust it u- 
tion drawn tip hy Alexander l. These theories of 
WieluposKi approved m«*i «* or less by the (1 rand 
Puke, Priite*- Uortsehakoff ami other iutluential per 
aorta, were entirely pm-lied adde hy thin Prussian 
agreement. BP-itmiekV policy triumphed and the 
t V.ar y added f ** iujune! iotr-* ernanat iug from Berlin, 
Uf course flits hi) ine hold of the- home policy of littH- 
Htn by PniH ,itt earned not a litth* anxiety in Paris. 
The insurrection was h*eal, so to speak, attd it might 
have been kept so. Put this inf t-n »-«! am id’ Prussia 

for intervention if was reopened the ‘Polish 
question.* It now entered upon a diploiimtie phase. 
Through our nmhas’-ador at Berlin, Par*m d** Tid 
ley rand, we mad** sum** * observjithmH* to the Berlin 
etdtinet, nn*l on February «l, we proposed to Kng 
laud ami Austria the drawing up **f a joint note pro 
testing against Prussian iitl**rf»*renee in this mat¬ 
ter. But those two powers refused to follow us cm 
to that ground, and we stood tdmm in rnir protest. 
We were force*I to act, and thus Prussia brought to 
the front once more this irritating question, Many 
on lookers rejoiced at the situation of a flairs, hoped 
that Primer wouhl prevail and that imicli w.»u* t 
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done for Poland, But few seemed to realize that 
Prussia had but one. object in view, viz. : to separate 
Rush in from Franco. 

“In France, the agitation in favor of Poland was 
very strong 1 . Many French families were attached 
to Poland either by marriage or a common feeling 
of affection, and the public did not interest itself 
beyond measure in the government protest against 
Prussia's interference. The old s\ input hies uf tlie 
time of IiOUJH Philippi* seemed to be awakening fur 
‘the mourning nation.’ The insurrection instead of 
‘being crushed in a week*,’ us sanguine Rtt-sian offi¬ 
cials })redieted would happen, spread ami held in 
cheek formidable Russian armies. Freuelmmn ad¬ 
mired the bravery anil patriotism of the struggling 
Poles. Paris society, the clergy, men of letters, re¬ 
publicans, catholics, legitimists, Orlennmfs, dema¬ 
gogues, everybody and all parties, in fart, seemed 
united in support of the Polish cause, no matter bow 
much they were divided on everything else. A witty 
courtier ventured to remark to me one evening, wlmu 
the question of the hour was under discussion, 
‘Why even the lOmpress and Prince Xapoloon agree 
on this Polish matter P But at the smne time, the 
mass of the French people was for maintaining 
peace with Russia, and this fact was laid before the 
St. Petersburg cabinet; for the Tuilerics was doing 
all in its power to steer a course that would avoid 
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He had, on this subject, several conversations with 
Prince Napoleon as tin* Prince bein£ a member of 
the senate mudd perhaps act as tie* mouth -piece of 
the* Kmperor on this occasion. Put as Prince Na¬ 
poleon had a very independent character, it was first 
necessary to know just what his virws were on this 
all important subject. So the Kmperor asked the 
prince to eive him some idea of what he proposed 
saying when the debate came up in the Senate. Tim 
following notes on that conversation were incor¬ 
porated in somewhat the same form into the speech 
which was delivered at the Luxembourg palace a 
few days later. 

‘' I shall probably open with words somewhat like 
this,” bei'uu the Pritiee ; “ 4 l see before me HU 
honorable minister, win* was a \uum,? and brilliant 
Pole {Putin! Wnlewdd, minister of slat** 1; for it is 
not forgotten that in 1 he was l In * envoy to Lon¬ 
don of the temporary Polish r>-\ ulu? oman imveru 
meat, after huvim’; m*hh done his duty on the field 
of hatth*. Would lie vote amiind our accept im? those 
petitions in favor of his former native laud I No; 
that would he impossible, And the iteiwraL and the 
other officers of the first Kiuptre who have fourth t 
side by side with their brothers *'f Poland, will they 
vote mrninst this motion ? No, never. Will the pre 
lat cm her** present vote attain *t their fellow eat holies 
of Poland! It m bard to brim? myself to believe if. 
Will tin* judges w 1m are member* of this body do 
Ho f Kuril a Vote would be equivalent to deelarim^ UH 
not crimes all the horror.* whieh are now huim? com 
miffed in Poland, in violation of every law* mid 
all that is riifht. Judges, therefore, coiihl not follow 
such 11 course. In a word, I believe, and I believe 
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it from the bottom of my bond, that the Froach 
Empire with Napoleon III at its head, can and will 
take up the Polish cause. And why do l think the 
Polish patriots may expect aid from the Emperor? 
Because in 1831, two members of the temporary gov. 
ernmeut addressed a pathetic letter to Priaee Louis, 
who then resided at Areneitberg, in whieh they 
begged him to take the direction of the insurrection" 
ary movement, lie started forthwith hut stopped 
at the frontier of Poland, when he heard of the sack 
of Warsaw. But we must make haste. Blood is 
being shod in torrents, and if you Lave Poland to 
her own resources, she will be unable to tight muelt 
longer and will fall, a sacrifice to her enemies. 1 
trust that the insurrection will last, and l Impe it 
will be encouraged for the cause is a just one. Then, 
what is destined to happen will be mvnniplUhrd; 
everybody’s conscience will be clear and every man 
will have done his duty. I would have full eojifulenee 
in the success of the cause, if the Emperor were to 
lift up his hand in defense of poor Poland.' ” 

Aftor listening to this outline of his proposed 
speech the Emperor informed Prince Napoleon that, 
though he felt just as lie did on the subject, it would 
of course be impossible for the government to go 
to such lengths; so M. Billanlt, minister of State, 
was charged to represent the government in the up* 
preaching debate and the annate voted by a large 
majority for M. Billanlt *h thesis. He spoke most 
kindly of the Polish nation, but was opposed to all 
exaggerated utterances. He recalled Poland's past 
and her unfortunate present, her grand part in 
history, the immense services whieh she* had ren- 
dered to Christianity, and the glory and zmtfft>rtum>H 
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which the French ami Polish armies had shared in 
common, lie blamed those who advised extreme 
measures and advocated circumspection and reserve. 
*‘ Wo do not want war with Husain/’ he exclaimed; 
“nobody wants that. But what we do want is n 
diplomatic agreement between Franco and the great 
powers; for this Polish question is a European quest 
tloa. This wise and sensible policy we oppose to a 
more dangerous method/' 

M. Billault let it be surmised that he spoke for the 
Klltpefor, whieh was quite true; fur, every word he 
uttered had hern weighed beforehand by the rhief of 
state, a custom which was much more common 
than mans then suppusrd. I .ike the great Napoleon, 
Napoleon 111 took more direct par! in the affairs of 
the state than hr was ever given the credit for. 
One id* the promiumt characteristics of tlie man was 
modesty, Time and again h«* h*f others get the 
credit for some happy net, thought or speech of 
which la* was real l \ the author. W hat the Kmperor 
cared most for was that tie* end in view should he 
attained. It was immaterial to him who aided in 
bringing fists about. This highly developed trait 
lost him many honors and sometimes conferred 
undeserved honors on others. But he never com¬ 
plained, especially if it wish he who hod tin* deserved 
honors. If thin fact is nlwnv a kept in mind in 
atudyiug the Second Empire, it will explain many 
things which appear obscure, and will absolve Xn 
poleon 111 from many short comings, not to use a 
atremger word, which are sometimes laid at his door. 

Many years after these events, the Emperor again 
talked freely oti this same Polish eriain of 1854, and 
said, among other things; “The government did 
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not give up the hope of securing a j*uit# nefhm with 
the cabinets of Vienna ami London, but Its mlvbers 
wore not agreed an to what might ho tin* ivnult of 
these negotiations. When tho first folding of indig 
nation occasioned by tho mud hvatimitf of Poland 
at tbia momont had passed away, canTul observers 
in Franco, foreseeing tho many diftirultieM and dis 
appointments which won* sun* to arise, wnv in 
favor of Franco not breaking with Um Mn, hut sim¬ 
ply obtaining from hor certain ctmee^siouH which 
would ho to hor own interest as well m It* that of 
Poland* But, said others, perhaps tin* iV.nrM gov- 
errunont would not he disposed to IBfmi to these 
demands and make any concession*. Am! still others 
aakod whether it was not too late to hope to appease 
tho offervoBcence which then pivwdled in Poland, 
resulting from such oppressive measures. I hiring 
tho cloning days of March, my position was a most 
embarrassing one. Fp till then, I had tried to do 
nothing to weaken tho Russian alliance. Ail we 
asked was formulated under the appearance of emir 
toons entreaty. In tho meant inn*, mir foreign office 
was in active corroKpondeitoe with the cabinet of 
Vienna, our purpose* being to put ourselves in n 
stronger position in case tho cabinet of St. Peters 
burg paid scant attention to mir polite remon¬ 
strances. Wo know now, what was imt so clear 
then, that Austria did not wish to be drawn into 
any complications with Russia. The important 
question was to know just how far Russia would be 
disposed to go in listening to mir demands. M. 
Drouyn do Llrays, our minister of foreign nfTnirm 
said to mo one day about this time; 'The Russian 
government puts one’s patience to a singular teat. 
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When we expose, in general terms, fin* complaints 
I Miami has to make, flu* Sf, Petersburg cabinet 
blames us fur being too vagiu\ When wc speak with 
more precision, we an* accused of interfering in 
affairs which do not concern us!’ 

“In the meantime, the insurrection wan dragging 
on. The greater their trials, the more resolution and 
bolder courage were shown by the rebels. Their 
numbers grew, they became heller disciplined, fheir 
obscure chiefs were growing famous from day fu 
day. I was eufitimmlh reminded of the Veiiilean 
struggle of the Kind French Revolution, Though 
tin* Russians were generally successful in the 
important tights, the rebels would disperse after 
such engagements to woods and bogs, reform and 
were soon ready fur another encounter. The Run* 
mans attempted to form among the Polish peasant¬ 
ry who held hack from the uprising a stud of ‘rural 
guard,* whose duty it was to watch their suspected 
emmtrymeu and arrest them if possible. The gov* 
eminent encouraged delay; hut all tins had no effect 
in checking the progress of the revolt. Austria, 
England and France all urged Russia, through dip 
1*»iiiiiI se channels, to do something to put an end to 
the imnnTection and to prevent its recurrence. Most 
of the other powers joined Us in these steps. Hut 
our joint action was of a purely diplomatic elm rue 
ter. It did not have much practical result. There can 
he no tpiesf ion, how ever, that at first Prince (tort> 
nclmkotT feared that this move was to he followed 
by Home comminatoi \ step. So he began to try and 
gut a time. He let tm know that he would not refuse 
to study the tjuesfion in the general interest of 
Europe, He drew up <li*jmtrht*ft which were master* 
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pieces of cleverness and replied evasively it* our dis- 
patches. In fact, he rather turned tin* tables on m 
by advising the powers to aid Russia in putting an 
end to the moral ami material disorder whieh their 
course was tending to propagate in Europe. He 
congratulated Austria on having taken steps to pro 
tect herself on her frontier pruvtures against this 
Polish agitation and, in his reply to England, Vo*, 
loudly attacked the aspirations of 'tin* cosmopolitan 
revolutionary movement,' whieh really had its heath 
quarters at Loudon. 

“In his dealing with me, the Prince was part tern 
larly clever, lie ltd me know privately and in a 
round-about fashion that he considered me 'tin* 
only sovereign who was sineere in thin matter ami 
who was really in earnest about settling the Polish 
question.’ After dwelling ut some length on the 
‘cosmopolitan revolution,* tin* Hussion chancellor 
went on to say that he considered it a little tm* 
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;u help oppressed nations though she was, if none 
uf (ho ofht*r powers would do anything? Of course 
w * * tumid not go to war at that moment, when the 
general elections for tin* legislnf ive hotly wort* ap¬ 
proaching ami when wo won* in tin* midst uf the 
Mexican oomjdioations. At Vienna and Loudon, 
Mill loss than in Larin then* wan no thought of 
ivuort mg to arms; ho tin* diplnmatie feiteiug eon- 
tinuotl. Put HtiNsia wiun peiveived that tin* com- 
liiuod action of fho tlsnu* powers was imf going It? 
accomplish anything. Tin* Czar, who foil himself 
Mrongly supported by tin* Prussian king, saw timi 
In* hud notions.; murh to four. I was told mi tin* 
boM mitbmity that tin* < V.ar bad written tin* king: 
‘I know that I may omul on you, art you may roly 
tin im\* amt wo loaruod that in ease war worn to 
bivuk out, tin* twn . n\ e reigns had promised each 
other mutunl mebMuure. Lid what linnsm tVnml 
almvt* all was a ua\at demons!ration ; and when the 
Ihdtio was free fmm ire, she became stilt morn 
anxious tm thi m score. Hut at that mouu*nt, Lord 
Palmerston an id in n public speech, wind hail boon 
communicated to mo it few days before, that ‘ Pu* 
bunt ran ndy on our sympathy, bid not on our armed 
support,’ and n tilth* Infer, Loot ,b*!m Hassell said 
tmu’b tin* same thing, So whou tin* priuu* minister 
and tin* minister of foreign nflairs bad spoken out 
so plainly, nothing substantial wan L> bo expected 
from Kugluud, Thus tin* concerted action of tin* 
powers bad lau’nmo a myth. Hut M. Himtyu ih* 

I*huys continued !«> negotiate, nevertheless, Imping 
to arrive at some ivmiIi favorable to Poland, while 
tho three powers prop*.: ed u conference at St. Pot 
crsbtirg, Knglaud went further and suggested an 

1 **K 

Uhl 
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armistice; but Austria declined to express an opin¬ 
ion on the mutter. But finally the envoys of the* 
three courts left for Russia in tin* first fortnight of 
June, agreed on all points. 

“Throughout the negotiations, l remained faith¬ 
ful to my desire to support Pulmh claims to the very 
extreme limit permitted by a peace policy, i hi June 
20th, wo proposed to the cabinet* »»f 1 .«md»m mid 
Vienna that our agreement he made m*uv solid and 
workable by a convention or protocol, which should 
provide for our examining together wlint action we 
should take in cam* Russia should refuse to grant 
the measure necessary to reestablish a stable ami 
regular order of things in Poland. But both Eng 
land and Austria rejected thin proposal, and 1 snou 
after learned that ‘the t'zar wan incensed with 
Napoleon for having put forward such a proposition 
and for fomenting against Russia a coalition ami 
an eventual war 1 ’ The Pxar did not this 

diplomatic episode, for I have every reason to be 
lieve that this was one of the onuses why he showed 
so little sympathy for Prance at the moment of the 
war of 1870. So Prince UortHclmkotT, seeing that 
neither England nor Austria would have anything 
to do with concerted action, felt himself minder of 
the situation. He was now free to act boldly; ho he 
cast off the mask, and on July ldth, replied fu the 
three powers in three distinct dispatches, which 
amounted to an absolute disclaimer. 

In the dispatch sent to us, tin* prince Haiti that 
‘one of the principal centers of agitation in favor * 
of Poland is Paris. 1 There was of course truth in 
this assertion; but this fact had been lung know u 
and was not denied even by the French 
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mont. lit* amtsod tin* Polish emigrants of having 
urganizod ti vast conspiracy in that oily ‘with tin* 
purpose of misleading French public. opinion, hy u 
system tif tirfaiiiati«uis and calumnies which has 
never ltt*«-n equaled, and of excit iug disorder in tin* 
Kingdom of Poland, either Ity sending material aid 
or hy tin* influence of an occult commit fee, and 
above tdl hy spreading tin* belirf flint succor was 
coming from foreign purls. We tr11^t that the 
French government will not suffer its name to la* 
wrongly wa-d in fuvor of tin* ivvelution in Poland 
iitH i in Furope.‘ din* prince closed his dispatch hy 
refusing to grant un\ of tin* measures a died. 

“ Would iitr-nia have gi\ on way before an armed 
demount rat ion f \ think not, after tin* extent to 
which matter;* had horn allowed to run. Sin* know 
tjuito woil that Kttropr wmdd not go hoyond words, 
an tho jihWitm had their hand * full already with 
othor question?* withont starttug tip a now conflict, 
winch nohotly ootdd mv tin* ond of. So, as common 
action ootdd m»t ho hoped for, France regretfully 
abandoned an affair wlih’h sin* ootdd not pursue 

ttlulto. 

Tho Kmporor ami tho Ritipres* w oro great ly din 
appoinfod in this negnt ive nutoomo, a ft or no muols 
negotiation and dispatch writing, and tin* dovofod 
friends of tin* Kmptro \v«*ro soivh grieved that tho 
Word of Xapolroit had been unable to bring about a 
final settlement of tIiiand and v\ oariHomo Polish 
problem. Ida* nit ran of all tin* part ton who favt»rod 
Poland fotuid fault with tho Kmporor, ns if ho had 
not than* all in his pnwor to aid tin* struggling pa 
triots. Tin * discontent was, therefore, general ovor 
thin negative solution. And not tho leant misfortune 

KI7 
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in connection with it was the estrangement which it 
produced between France and Russia, iui estrange¬ 
ment which lasted, ns has already been Haiti, even up 
to the outbreak of the Frauen Herman war of 1S70. 
When, four yearn later, the (V,nr of Russia visited 
the Empress in England, wind regrets \s ere felt on 
both sides. Alexander II was so mueh moved, that, 
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Ah hua already been shown in another part of 
these memoirs, tin* Kinporor worked very hard dur¬ 
ing his imprisonment at Wilhelmshiitie. He* made 
many notes at Hint time, some of which won* in bin 
own handwriting and Homo in tho handwriting of 
nthorn, Much of thin material has never seen tho 
light of day, and it in on these inedited materials 
that nro based tho pages which follow, 

“The policy ttf the second empire,” tin* Kmperor 
Haiti mu* day, “has boon the target for violent at¬ 
tacks, We have heett accuHed of lack of firmness and 
frmtkucHM, 1 have heen rcprcHcntcd an false and 
without any fixed principles, promising one thing 
to day and doing another thing to morrow; in it 
word, it lian been held that 1 wa.« act tinted only by 
vulgar ambition. Hut, naturally, 1 do not think that 
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Franco enjoyed peuee and security. !Hsaster came 
only when tho so-called parliamentary system whh 
adopted and whoa responsibility mitered in tho 
ministers, Yet public censure has passed them ever 
and laid all the blame far wind ban j«sf happened 
on tho head of tin* at ate. 

“On mounting the throne, l found my Hid!* obliged, 
"by tho mere force* of rireunudaiuvs, to undertake 
a second time, but in a lesser degree, tin* mUsion of 
my undo who explained in th«words at St, Hel¬ 
ena, what he had accomplished: * I cleansed tin* rev 
elution, ennobled tin* people and strengthened the 
position of kings.* Tin* throne* of Kurope were 
again shaken by tin* French revolution of Febrnary, 
1H4H, ami my first duty win to consolidate tlmm hy 
reestablishing tinier in France, Humpe, mul es¬ 
pecially France, wan agitated both by Mibvorhve 
passions mul senseless theories, m well an by many 
much-needed reforms and legitimate aspirations. 
The, first had to he suppressed or calmed, while tin* 
others called for a prtiinpt ami speedy realization. 
By seeking to retain alt that was good in the revo 
lution and hy striving to improve both morally ami 
materially all classes of society, l btdieved Unit all 
the various peoples would be rained to n higher de 
gree of civilization. Thin was nlwayn my first aim ; 
nor can an unprejudiced mind, 1 think, say that l 
was wholly unsuccessful in this effort. 

“It was not necessary to have recourse to military 
glory in order to maintain my authority, nor to re¬ 
sort to tricks and questionable experiments to m» 
cure this same end, I gained my object by employ 
mg perfectly legitimate ami usual methods, though 
some of my critics have said otherwise. At first, 
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my attention was entirely given to into rim 1 improve¬ 
ments. I hoped that foreign dissensions might bo 
settled without a struggle aud of course without a 
disaster like tin* one wo have just now experienced, 
hy tlit* mutual agreement of tin* men who wore at tho 
head of tho different govuntmouts. So my words 
pronounced at Itordoaux in tho oarly days of tho 
Empire: ‘The Empire is a personification of peace, ’ 
woro hut tho expression of a sincere aud doop euu- 
viotion. Hut circumstances wort' to oruolly destroy 
my illusions on this point. Thun, while 1 was en¬ 
gaged in studying with M. Hineau, minister of tin* 
anot*, the quest ton of a proposed reduction of taxa¬ 
tion, whioh should ho ohiotly favorable to tin* poorer 
elans of oilmens, flu* Eastern (Question suddenly* 
artist* like a phantom in the midst of tin* runout e 
droums of a moermueut which had hopod to inaug¬ 
urate an era of peaee and plenty in France, the ora 
of tho ‘potilo au pot ’ of which Henry IV lmd fondly 
dreamed. So then it heoame net’essary to put aside 
tin* matter of home reforms, in order to prepare for 
war. I felt it was my duty to maintain in thi 1 * Kant, 
with the aid of two friendly nations, tho traditional 
polioy of France. It is ia»t mwessury for me at this 
late day to dwell on tin* emmes and the results of the 
I'riim au war, for all this is too well known. The one 
great ami all important eonsequemv was tin* eonsnli- 
dation of the Franco English nllinuoo. The modvr- 
ation shown hy uh after the victory tpiiekly gained us 
tlie enteem mid friendship of Russia, though a ehmd 
was soon oanf mrr our friendly relations with the 





mo oil several occasions to seize Use opportunity 
when Great Britian wan emharrn>Ned to I'n uir *lilti- 
eultieH for her amt than try to aha *«• a rival power. 
But I think even my most captious critic:, will admit 
that I turned a deaf ear to the.Hc miu me oouimelors. 
During the Indian mutiny, the t ‘Ail war in America 
and the. Trent affair arising therefrom, and at tin* 
time of the Abyssinian expedition, a--, in <w .*ry other 
critical occasion, the eahinet of St. dam* a telf no 
anxiety on my account. I wan prom I, at the time, of 
my course iu tins respect, and l have never had any 
regret for it since, 

“Nor do l now regret what t did for Pnmdit in 
1850, though that power lias not since shewn me any 

gratitude for what I then did. After tin* (Yimmiu 
war, the belligerent powers atom*, viz.., Husmh, Hug 
land, France, Turkey ami Piedmont, were in\ it« d 
to the congress of Paris, The king of Prus.du felt 
extremely hurt at not having been asked to take a 
seat at that gathering which was to do so much iu 
arranging the future map of Ktm»pe. Tin* chief oh 
jeetion to Prussia came from Kuglaud, which was 
much irritated by the conduct of the euhimd of Per 
lin, during the war; for Prussia hud made no effort 
to conceal its sympathies for Kuanm. King Frederick 
William IV wrote me a letter full of dAeouteut over 
Prussia’s exclusion, which, he declared wn» »n ‘open 
insult.’ lie further expressed great confidence in tnf 
sense of justice and friendliness, nmt requested me 
to make an effort to overcome the older! bum of tin* 
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happy !*» ow»- iu\ *'nfraiiff («> tin* imugri’HM lo your 
good Mll'rtv, and I would non odor it it pwrsnuui favor 
for uhndt l umiPiS !'»•«• 1 limbing gralitmh*.* I mmd 
jioi ,nay th-il l ua ium h tom-hod In listappeal, and 
full) ! r.lll.-li.l' ! io- ad 1 ,lll!a;'r . In 1>(- )|u| !U‘d from {hi* 
piirlioipafa*u *»!’ Tin i,i in ili*- *■ important Kun» 
pniSi d«'hh«-i at u <u „ l a L *-i 1 l»»r tin* admit - 

tsiiifi*, and of r<«u! u,% ,{ wa , maiil« d, 

"Ttll'i ) * a s **| I *.u» v s a , i *io ■ < •! ! hr mi»,| glorious 

of llir »irpi'' ts wa-* iii.ni'-d among nthor 

tlttJistph hv lias n > »«| 1 ‘nit; and by {In* thrfh 

of 11 s*- pi sa*'« imp* i.,d *i hi- w h**l«- rutmin u m* t lnm 

in it via!*' «*i j‘> ii-oi r.iltsi, «lui'li lit■)!*-i| nnforttmiitm 
h, *<n!> for a p* i o-«i s hi * < \ * am i louda Mnlthm- 
tv t»« gan !«. rallo-i Mi* i la.- Italian poiiiii.mln, rutin* 
sag mat'd mu \ a-H in I a. i op.- ‘{‘la- dnau-mdonH tin 
!t‘(**r!i f*a, w !.,« b la* a < it-hi a lurm* portion of 

1 ;ah , and Ibodm* ml, . a a j* t * d !>* h‘t’<<im* lli*‘ 

ruling p«*tt*i’ llo i * , h* i* ■ I ■ * t*l ; an ah* >Ut 'n'l'litU,'* 

rojnphiMf mir I ma, a slid hi «<?■ % r. ii.r por *um-»» 
I ha! if Sdr.Imohl a * JV ; ,:.hps •«,. d. And rill Would 
hivoftm liiin* r» ■ of all bad ala I would »ptc>m| htT 
d'*tmiio«li 3 irahf Sip to our 1 ronlo-fn. | fhrfrftiro 
lifroiipH Id t r mj * d fh*- * mato-;pa?4*'j| of {fitly, Wild 
I rni’o-d no, 4in i 1 «- lama *if oil ihiiropmin 

llilliolin vvlovis -it fiin float umt i, \\ r idriir- 

ly sfjlfrii, tt in !1 »•> ,1 f h> o. s s;-.» Sh- \ llilll W«* t»«*k 

Ilf* ill III 3 to I I i o Shu pu h . h hill ' 1 I ‘*311 ills* Alj »‘4 to lljo 

\*!ri.'iln*/ a «-1 » u a* itu.if s.• 4 fin- * nflmdwtm of tin* 
wJn»|«* Iinimii nm.-m In f v. >> month*, Audrill wn« 
drna-ii !»»•-, .hal ii., M no *,m If f Ism h raim* imro^Hitrv 

to fttpn ad* mi. . i i< a «- if f mi . in-, wlndr filwii IiipI 

tiia*ji t«lh i« .hi . 1 < 1 , a !,o 4 la ■ ‘V,tdii down on my hand 
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tor forget, or pretend to forget, that England and 
Prussia were porn intent on thin point of an immedi¬ 
ate cessation of hostilities, and tin* attitude of the 
latter power was even somewhat alarming. 

“1 was convinced that it would he unwise to turn 
a deaf ear to these English ami Prussian desires, 
which were politely hut rather firmly impressed; one 
of my best advisers truly exclaimed one morning: 
‘It ib highly probable that, if we undertake the siege* 
of Verona, wo will have another war »*u our hands 
on the banks of the Rhine.' l did not hesitate, there¬ 
fore, to put an cud to huslilitio.s and to make, my 
self, the first proposals for peace. Years have* 
passed since thou ami I have often thought over all 
those events, and I must say that m\ course at that 
time still seems to me to have been tin* v.me one. 
One of my confidential aides tie camp, General Fleit* 
ry, met the Emperor of Austria at Venom, ami then 
and there began the. preliminary negotiations which 
ended in the treaty of Villafrnueu, Tin* Gemini him 
left a note which has never been published and w hi<’h 
reads: ‘The Emperor Napoleon showed much de¬ 
termination in this crisis, and the Italian s untiirally 
perhaps, were displeased thereby. Put the French 
could not do otherwise Ilian approve of hF enure, 
for it was not possible, or, at any rate, mlmiedhle, 
that the best interests of France he endangered for 
a foreign nation, however friendly might be our 
feelings for a people whom we wished fit aid, ' This 
strikes me as very fair, though at the time it was 
pronounced there were even some Frenchmen who 
differed with General Floury, their better judgment, 
however, being warped by excessive hatred of me 
and the regime. 
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"Hul in spite m|' iliiM liniliuiit campaign in Italy, 
iinfii* *•!’ flu' e\t.*nwil • 111 mm tit* 11 , fur smile of which 
the war had !«** ii undertaken* wen* really Mottled. 
Hvofi in Italy, \ fill remained under the Aum- 

tritm > «<k< . u nil*- hi t mnunny, Austria am! Prussia 
urn* stiff I« 11 •■trurrhii;' I’mj tie* hegemony of (lie 
Pathol land The tsafnma! nmf\ id«u \vu\ iuiWoVor, 
nd\aunti*' w 1 1h s/umi.lio *>!ii.lo-*, ami in its name 
Were 1 tot 11 oliuim »1 all tin* inhabitant.a of the duehies 
of IlolUoisi and Nehle ■* %\ ig w hi * belonged to t he tier 
iiiiitt rare, l Viand wm, h« coining iv-dlesH again and 
ttiis noon to make liie.fLi r desperate effort to wilt 
her i«*itr 1**^1 !d**-i y-i, w lab* a d* u e for freedom w?,m 
id oi nrifit! use t he Patlliii; iiud lie* l hltmhillll prill 
i*ipiilll u •*, «»•!>• .I|p» .ti’.i.L' fo| h» Jp fu 1 hi* Went era 
pou* i * The .1 hi '* “f t h * »*«•«* «, ah idiinsiiitiy Hid the 
till * ’HI eomph "i **! all tV -.<■ <|U» ■ ! i»*u *> w an f hat of lit** 
ffniU S• ■«■ am! P’s f- mpMfal wIiieh eatt-md 

HUtrli dm t '•.* «*i .'pme-a *•% n h«*i e. W e have 
ibtice n wj.uf i! jfi.’ul; a s *t | *i ang I lota the f rims 
formatem mj Imh h<>\\ iV-daem? encroached, lift!*' 
hv little, Ji*>’ mii•% iat I'ii ‘oan\, aiel lie* sand! duchies, 
tuft on tin- h n.edoin m| fie Two Niedien ; wlistl politi 
fill and l * L eetir; ! f nijhh » eu used h) ! 1 j* * spoil • 

IIIi m|| of do Mo*« Ml t iauea, lee*, the imperial gOV ■ 
el anient, v, P.h 114* am m appj at «*J l»/*fh my self ntid 
tie* I Imps« *!«■!« ii4ii *1 !*t at’* d 1 he interests 

of the P»>|» , ; uid what d> * p ammo-iU among entli- 
olsr > re anted S t * Oil ail tie *»- i ri i etaout mat !t*rn, 

* * III % I, 'A of all tLe-.e »I j ‘;e >*|< Inn! el»*tlle||! *, mlltell 
ii * • l * * th»-n a£- la* mg I hi i ><p<-, I pi opo*e«t to the 
that f h« 4 Itiee! IU II III MfsJej' fo M‘| t le 

hy mutual M'hM hi nil fit*- wldeh llirit 

tly rii!i'iir«| fs» doslui h fie* ttMfld*3 |«*in*e if fliry Wrl'e 
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mucli longer left unsolved. Hmv I felt mi the subject 
was stated publicly in my speech delivered at the 
opening of the legislative Marion «*f and re 

pouted privately in various roinumuienthms sent to 
the various foreign uflices through different rlmn- 
nols. These views may he summed up a*; follows: 
—Is it not most important to sanction by a new 
convention that whieh in inv\neably accomplished, 
and to settle by mutual com ml that \\hit-h \h ren¬ 
dered necessary for tin* general pence '• The treaties 
of 1815 no longer exist. Tien ha\e been annulled 
or art* being annulled everyuh. iv bv the forre of 
circumstances. They lm\e b**»*u torn in pieces in 
Greece, in Belgium, in France and ««u {hr Ihtmthc. 
Germany is restlessly seeking to alt*-! them, England 
has generously motlitied them by lie* m mm to 
Greece of the Ionian Islnmls and Hu. On is treading 
them under foot at Warsaw. It was partially known 
then and it is mart* fully know a mm how inhumanly 
Poland was then being harried by tin* Si, Peters 
burg government. It is also understood t ow Itow 
groat wore the efforts made by me ami my govern 
mont to obtain gentler treatment f»*r the suffer- 
ing Poles, without provoking a war. wltteh was, 
however, much desired at that moment by several 
political coteries in France, but w Inch the Empress 
and myself, with the warm support of ottr host 
friends, succeeded in checking. 

‘‘la the midst of these 1 successive rents in the 
fundamental European pact, f went on to any, vio¬ 
lent passions are being awakened, and in the south 
as in the north, powerful interests demand a solu¬ 
tion. Hcmoo the unquestionable usefulness of the 
proposed congress. The prejudices and the ijmirrels 
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which separate us, I pointed out, have lasted too 
long already. The jealous rivalry of the great 
powers must not he a constant check to the progress 
of civilly,at ion. Must we continue to feed our mutual 
distrust by maintaining exaggerated armaments! 
1 asked. Shall mir most preeious resources be In¬ 
definitely sunk in a vain ostentation of force 1 1 

held that we should m» longer remain in a state 
which was neither that of peace with its security 
and pro peiity, imr that of war with its lucky 
chances, YVe should cease to give undue importance 
to tin* md>\ersive spirit of tin* extreme parties by 
opposing itnrtnw interests to the legitimate* aspira¬ 
tions of the national spirit which shown itself in 
certain quarter,. In a word, 1 felt that we should 
have the courage to replace a weakly and precarious 
situation by a regular and stable one, even at the 
price of many sacrifices. I ,r{ uh meet at the pro 
posed congress, t urged, without any of ns having 
drawn tip beforehand fixed plan or program, 
without clinging to exclusive and ambitions desires. 
Let us, rather, be animated by the thought of es¬ 
tablishing a new order of things founded henceforth 
on tin* true interest* of sovereigns and peoples alike. 

"* 1 trust this appeal will he heard by nil, I said 
in closing; for « refusal to accept my proposal 
wmdd look as if some of tin* powers entertained 
plans which cannot bear the light of day. But l felt, 
us did tin- Kuipresn, whom I often consulted in meas¬ 
ures of this kind, that, even if my proposition did 
not receive, an proved to be the case, and so fell 
through, the unanimous approval of the powers, it 
nevertheless had tie* immense advantage of having 
warned Kurnjie of the danger and of showing whore 
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the* remedy wan to bo found. ‘Two ways an* open 
to ns,’ I wrote to urn* of my ambassadors at thin 
time; ‘one leads to progress by moans of a policy 
of conciliation anti peace; the other, sootier or Inter, 
leada fatally to war, through this prevailing oh. 
Htinacy in dinging to a crumbling past. Hut 1 sup. 
pose my idea appears at first blush, too utopian to 
many.’ And 1 wan ritflit in this Mirmi-.e. The 
powera provetl rebellious to my proposition ; they 
were evtui diadniuful, whirls tlid not fail to please 
Homo of my Freneh erities, who were often only ton 
ready to abase France in order to strike at me and 
the regime. Fuglnud was especially prommured in 
her unwillingness to conn* into tin* propnmd t n*n 
gross. But l eouhl not at heart hud fault with her 
course, for I knew* that she always prefers to .nettle 
her own a {fairs alone, in the best way for her own 
interests. This she ran generally do better than 
wo can, because the eabinef of London finds, us a 
rule, a united country behind them when they take 
up foreign politics. But if Knglund had sent her 
way in the early sixties to do what 1 wished, in this 
matter of a lOuropenn congress, I think everybody 
will agree with me now that many disagreeable nun. 
plications, which came about almost immediately* 
afterwards, might have been avoided, to tin* ud\ou¬ 
tage of Great Britain, France amt several other 
powers. 

“The death of the king of 1 h*niuark endangered 
the position of the duchies of the Kibe, and the 
spirit of Germanic nationality and units - wan 
wrought up to so high tt pitch that Austria, in order 
to save her position in Germany, was driven to join 
Prussia in a war against Denmark. Knglmut there- 
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upon urged France to unite with her in opposing 1 
this movement, which, in the end, was to affect the 
whole of Germany. But, not withstanding our sym¬ 
pathy for Beimiark, we replied that we felt that an 
energetic, protect, such as the London cabinet pro¬ 
posed, would fatally bring on a war of which France 
would have to bear the brunt; for, if all Knightnd 
stood ready to do w as to send her licet, ami some 
troops to the Baltic, Prance ran tin* risk of having 
to fight on tlte hanks of the Rhine against the united 
forces of Prussia and Austria. So f tried to induce 
the new king of Pcimmrk to withdraw his proposed 
constitution and agree to some concessions which, to 
me and my ad\ users, seemed necessary. It was im¬ 
possible not to set* that Prussia desired to fight; 
and this fact could not he overlooked. The military 
party at Berlin was very powerful and clamored 
for war. 

"I thought that some good work might In* done 
both at the Banish anti the Prussian capitals; so 
General Pleurv was sent on another special mission. 
But he soon perceived that lie erndd not accomplish 
much, ns he found public opinion at Berlin very 
much attached It* the prineiple of ‘nationalities.* It 
was a principle I could not very well oppose on the 
hanks of flu* Fdbe when 1 had advocated it, sword 
in hand, on the hanks of the Adige, Moreover, who 
would have imagined that u war, which was under¬ 
taken with the avowed object of freeing German 
subjects from the Banish yoke would end by placing 
Benmark under German tutelage? All of which, and 
much else, showed h*nv wise it would have been if 
Knglimd and some of the other powers had hacked 
up my idea of a general Kuropean (kmgress, that 
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would have nettled thin and certain other quenthms, 
which wore not then burning ones, Imt which were 
rapidly approaching while heat, 

“The agreement between Pntx-dn and Austria 
over this Danish question did not last hmg mu! very 
soon their rivalry brought about a date of tension, 
the consequences of which were en>\ to foresee. In a 
word, as a certain stateMimn remarked to me one 
day, ‘the robbers began to fall util.’ Europe nat 
urally became considerably alarmed uf flu* nttfago- 
nism of the two leading tb*rmau powers. I proponed 
a conference whose aim was In prexeiil an explo 
Bicm and to ciremnserihe our own adorn within the 
limits of the quarrel, Hut Austria refu n d to take 
part in such a conference and, consequently it did 
not take place. In dune, lfcfifi t l had a conversation 
on this subject with M, Drmtyn d>* 1 Jmx a, my min¬ 
ister of foreign affairs, in which 1 Mini : 

“If this conference had taken place, vtmr lan¬ 
guage was to be very 8 plain, ymi remember. You 
were to say, aa coming direct from me, that I had 
no thought of any territorial aggrandizement ho 
long as the European equilibrium was imt disturbed. 
Wo could not think of extending our frontiers, tin 
less the map of Europe were modified to the e\ehi 
sive benefit of one of the great powers, or unless 
provinces on our boundary exprmon-d, through the 
ballot box, a desire to be annexed to France, t it her 
wise, I think it would he more worthy of the Kmpiu 
and of greater benefit to the nation, to eujoj tie- 
precious advantage of living on good forint with our 
neighbors, and to respect their independence and 
their spirit of nationality, rather than to acquire, 
at their expense, any increase of territory. You 


NAPOLEON ON FOREION RELATIONS 


know that I appealed to England and Russia to 
unite with uh in addressing words of conciliation to 
all the interested parties, Rut in vain, However 
the agreement between the neutral powers is itself 
a guarantee of security fur Europe. They showed 
a markedly impartial spirit when they agreed to 
restrict the discussions of the proposed conference 
to the pending tjuesiions, l thought these should he 
frankly examined, freed from tin* diplomatic veil 
which covered them, and that due consideration 
should he given to the legitimate desires of certain 
sovereigns and peoples, 

’’The conflict which has arisen is due to three 
causes, viz., the Imdly defined geographical situa¬ 
tion of Prussia, tin* longing of Uermimy for a new 
constitution better suited to her general mauls, and 
tile desire of Italy for national unity. If it is held 
that neutral powers are imf to intervene in tin* in- 
ternul affairs of foreign countries, it does not fol¬ 
low that nations which took part in the formation of 
the ({ermanie confederation have not fin* right to 
deride whether the changes in that organisation now 
called for are or are not of a nature to compromise 
the peace of Europe. It is desirable that tin* see 
ondarv states of the confederation should he more 
closely united, should have more power and play a 
more important part in the public affairs of tier- 
many; that Prussia should have greater homo¬ 
geneity and strength in tin* north; and that Austria 
should maintain the strong position which she held 
in the Empire. 

“I believe to touch on another subject. that, 

for a fair compensation, Austria might he induced 
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Prussia, she in attacking Denmark, quite regard¬ 
less of the treaty of IHbU, in the name of Herman 
nationality, she should be consistent and n‘cognize 
the same principle in Italy ami ho complete the in¬ 
dependence of the peninsula. 

‘‘But for the moment, it is the fate of arms which 
will determine what will he the attitude of France 
in the present unpleasant imbroglio. Some may ask 
whether we should show displeasure because tier- 
many thuls the treaties of 1 * Jd powerless p, .satisfy 
her national tendencies and to maiuiain order. I, 
personally, do not, think we should take this posi¬ 
tion, and it is this aspect of the quehtion, that is, 
my own point of view, which I should like to see 
our foreign otlice push to the front. If appears to 
me that in the contest about P» begin, only two 
things interest us—in the first place, that the Faro 
pean equilibrium he preserved, and in the second 
place, that we aid in the complete realization of that 
which wo have helped to establish in ltali. 

“The question now arises whether our morn! 
strength will suffice to safeguard these two dcsid 
erata, or whether we shall be forced to draw the 
sword in order to obtain u hearing. I do not think 
that wo will he driven to thin mn\ extreme, and. in 
fact, it should he your constant effort P» render this 
impossible. If in spite of all we can do. peace can 
not be maintained between those who are about to 
plunge into war, I am, uevcrthelwn, admired h\ these 
two powers that, whatever may be the outcome of it, 
none of the questions which iutctvM \ iH will b»* de 
elded without the assent of France. Unit, it seeim. 
to mo, is an essential point. It is, eollHi't|ilel$tIy s our 
duty to remain neutral, though we should he well on 
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mir guard, sincere in uur dimnterestedneHB, and ever 
{lilt'd with tin* lofty desire to see tin* rmtioiiH of 
Purope forget their quarrels, small and great, and 
unite in tin* nan a* of eivili/.ntion, liberty and prog¬ 
ress. Let us, ill a word, ho firm; strong in tin* 
knowledge that \vr mv in the right, ami aware of 
<mr force, continue perfectly calm, though Urn tern* 
posts roar about us.** 

This eonversa!ion served hk iho basis of an nfli 
rial lotlor to fhi* minister of foreign ulTairs, whirh 
was ma*lo jmblir with a purpose, a fuw days later. 
Of course, tin* lottrr ronhf not ho wordod, in Homo 
places, *piito so strongly its was fho conversation, 
and for this reason it is of some historical value to 
give tho o\nol \ iews whirh tin* Hmperor and tin* 
government hohl at this tiuto on all these important 
questions, some of v»hioh soon hormno burning ones, 

“As ovoryhod) now knows, “ tho Kmperor’s notes 
continue, “diplomacy rould not arrest tin* roidlirt 
whirh threatened the router of Kuropo and France 
remained to fho oral of tin* trouble in an expectant 
aftitmlo, roiidy to urge, at tho proper time, the oh 
servnnee of justice and moderation. I am of course 
speaking hero of tho Austro Prussian war, whirh 
sprang from the Auntro Prussian conflict with Urn 
mark. At the very start, Prussia realised that aim 
rouhl not enter upon that great atruggle witlmut 
either tho m.si Aaurr or the neutrality of France. 
Hlu* rouhl not mil down upon her frontiers both the 
French amt Urn Austrian armies. So the king of 
Prussia iirdrurted his representative at Paris, 
Fount von (loll/, to learn what wore my intentions 
and wishes, Wo naturally had frequent conversations 
on the subject. The king even sent me an autograph 



loiter begging nit* to come to an underMititduig wit! 
his ambassador on tin* important question. I an 
a wo rod tho king that it was hard for me to fo reset 
vvlmt might bo tho results of tin* approarhiim M rug 
gle, hut that the* two sovereigns mud m p.* -,,- mutun 
trust in one* another and in their tb-.sr** in main 
tain friondly rotations, whatever Mendd happon 
Tho negotiations woro not eoneluded, In>u » \, r, m 
rapidly did matters movo, though tin* d*e!ar.i5n»i) nt 
noutrality tm tho part of Kntnee aati fed Prussia; 
for that wan tho thing that eonrennd h- r most 
Austria did not nmko tho same udvainrs. Puder tho 
circumslunecH I might hnvo hesitated to iv .point b 
tho Prussian domuud ; but l did n«»! do .o. My no* 
tion was very favorabto to Pnmma, ami mado it 
possible* for her to promptly op»*n tin* emupuign, 
Berlin lmd e*omple*fe trust in our friend diip, to 
such a degree that Peumt Bismnrek wan able to say 
to my ambussnelor at Berlin, Count Bem-dHii; M >tu 
oontielenee in your government is **i ideudute that 
wg arc neit leaving a single soldier on the left bank 
of tho Rhino.’ 

“Tho rapid triumph t»f Prussia iiMoni-died the 
world and made u deep impression in Prune*-. It 
was not thought that Prussia would \\ in ho * a dh ; 
quite tho oemtrary. It was felt generally that Aim 
tria would conquer and would even have to In- re 
strained, in the moment of victory, by the u« utml 
powers. But it turned out that it was Pnmda that 
had, to he hold hack! The organs of our m »\ ern 
mont said rightly that thanks to our .spirit of model* 
ation and to our influence, a victorh*us it rut v lmd 
boon stopped at the* very gates of Vienna and the 
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many had hem maintained and certain cnneeHHionft 
obtained fur lhmmurk. Hut all the clauses of the 
tivaty of Prague did md satisfy French |mhlie. upiti» 
iun. A very beilieuse party had arisen at home 
w hieli w*'Ut an far as to urge me to declare war 
against i'rm.dn, while the armed forces of that 
nation w ere still occupied on the lhtnuhe. Some 
of my cnidideutial advisers thought that the very 
least wo emild do was to make an armed demonstra¬ 
tion on the lihine. Marshal Uundun, (hen minister 
of war, luiN hern blamed for having exclaimed at 
this crisis Ilia} ‘all the available troops are busy in 
Mexico/ Hut tin* truth is he never made any such 
remark. Another truth is that several of my min¬ 
ister'* were ho-4ile to Austria and did not see the 
damri-r of ITusmuii aggrandizement. So they held 
that the sfatiiH ipm should he maintained, lest any 
other policy should lead to another war in which 
France would la* one of the principal actors. The 
Kmpresh was \ t-ry murli ineliimd to favor Austria 
am! us the war went on, all her private wishes were 
fur the Micee^ of that country. But, as usual, she 
did m*f feel justified to tme her itdlmmce in tins 
direction, As I had made a promise, 1 intended to 
keep if. I refused to follow file adviee of Frederick 
tie* ttrmtt, given in his memoirs, to the effect that a 
sovereign is not hound to keep his word, like an 
ordinal ) mortal when it eontliefn with the interests 
of his profile. 1, however, in this instance felt that, 
in) polie) WitH the wisest that could then he followed 
and I did all I could to correct what I considered 
the mistaken policy of the public and some of my 
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two trump cardw to plnv and, l am ready to confess, 
I throw down the wnm^ urn*. 

“For the time* being, if wa* necessary In reply ft* 
the doputicH and the organs of tin* «*|»|»«* ,ii i*m win* 
represented the government ih ha\ imr ;>lm\\n itself 
weak and pusillanimous, derhirimr that it had not 
dared to support mid defend by armed Imre the true 
interests of France, These wen- pretty grave 
charges which we did not think oiudd to go unuu 
swered, especially ns it wan s» easy to show that 
they were perfectly false. I replied that it was 
not through weakness hut front conviction that l 
had aided in the remind it id h*u of rival not imr* in 
Europe and I proudly declared that my thoughts 
and actions would have been approved h> tIs.* great 
man who, from the height of las solitary island rook, 
had dictated such magnificent itist rurt ions to nerve 
as guides to his successors. In priwitr enn er ,,n 
lions at this time, and later, at the opening of tie* 
parliamentary session of tHtl?, \ quoted the e wort is 
of Napoleon I at St, Helena.* ‘One uf my ehief aim* 
has been to bring about the agglomeration amt eon 
centration of the same geographically related pet* 
pies, whom politics and revolutions lm\e separated 
or broken up into hits. This agglomeration will 
occur sooner or later, by the mere hove of rirettm 
stances. Phc impulsion has hern given, and I do not 
think that after my fall and the disappearance of 
my system, there will remain any other pn mhle 
equilibrium in Europe, except that of the aggloiuera 
tion of the great nations. The transfornmti oiiH now 
going on in Italy and Germany all point in the dim* 
tion of the realization of this grand plan of tlm 


nut silence Hit* unconvinced and tenacious opposi- 
t inti both inside a?ui outside of tin* legislateve body. 
Tilt* government wus blamed, in some quarters, for 
not having been the first to begin tlu* war; we wart* 
told that our only policy had been simply to accept 
accomplished facts, ami we were itd’omied that, be- 
cause of our short comings, an irrcparalih* blow had 
bceit dealt to the prestige of France, ItesiroUH of 
replying to these fresh attacks, 1 had several lung 
conversations with the Marquis do La Vnlefle, for¬ 
eign minister ml interim. Among other things, l 
said to him: * This war in the center of Furnpe has 
destroyed the old Ucrmanic confederation and final¬ 
ly brought about the unity of Italy. Prussia, whoso 
boundaries have been enlarged by thin victory, now 
governs on the right hank of the Main. Austria has 
lost Venice and lias separated from (lermany. tin 
account of these very considerable changes, every 
state is silently watchful, conscious of the position 
of responsibility in which if has been placet! by these 
events, ami wondering what will be the effect of tin* 
recently signed peace, what will he its influence on 

»»fuf lltt* ttiriiif utf ttttf toft itf 


each power. In France, public opinion is on the 

alert. If wavers, uncertain, between joy at seeing the 
dost ruction of tie* treaties of 1HJ5 and fear lent the 
power of Prussia become ton formidable; between 
the desire to see peace maintained and the hope of 
obtaining through war tin increase of territory. It 
rejoices over the complete enfranchisement of Italy, 
hut m anxious concerning the dangers which seem In 
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threaten the Holy Father, The government should 
speak out frankly on thin point. In it general way, 
France cannot at present adopt an equivocal policy. 
If the important changes now tinder way in tier- 
many strike at her interest* mul threaten her 
strength, she should .squarely fisee tin* fart and take 
every step necessary to assure her sate!\, It on the 
contrary, she loses nothin# hy those changes, she 
should honestly admit it, ami tin all in her power to 
quiet exaggerated apprehension**, anti refrain from 
extravagant criticism* of men ami things at home 
and abroad, which, hy nroudug infenmtionnl j«*nl- 
ousy and suspicion, tern! to draw the country from 
the path she hits chosen to follow.’ Sueh were the 
ideas which I developed in the conversations which 
I had with our foreign olliee ami whieh were finally 
embodied, substantially in this -.nine form, in n con 
fkkmtial circular sent to nil our diplomatic agent* 
stationed abroad. 

“In further conversations with this name official, 
I developed other ideas which were not, I believe, 
inserted in this circular, hut the notes nf which still 
exist and which make it possible to gi\«* the»t«* fur¬ 
ther views. They dearly show what were my ideas 
at that time cm several other p«*inK 1 .;ud that, 
latter 1815, the Holy Atliuuee unit. d .cMiir t Frail*’.* 
fill the nations from the End to tRhine. Tim 
Herman confederation then hud eighty mdhoun of 
inhabitants, witli Austria and Prussia «t it* hvml 
It spread from the Duchy of Puxeuthourg to Trieut, 
from the Baltic to Trent and stirromnh’d tm with u 
band of iron which was supported by the iTth-ntl 
fortresses. Our naturally strong strulegie po otom 
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tions. At the slightest misunderstanding, all the 
forces of the confederation might rise against ns. 
Austrian Germany firmly established on the Adige, 
could quickly advance on us if necessary, right up to 
the Alps, while Prussian Germany had as a van¬ 
guard on the Rhine all these secondary states which 
were ceaselessly agitated by longings for political 
transformation and which were taught to consider 
France as the enemy of their national aspirations 
and a source of danger to their very existence. If I 
except Spain, it was then impossible for us to con¬ 
tract an alliance with any nation on the continent. 
Italy was cut up into bits and was powerless, so that 
she did not count as a nation. Prussia was not com¬ 
pact enough nor independent enough to depart from 
her traditional course, while Austria was too much 
occupied in holding on to her Italian possessions to 
have the time or the inclination to think of entering 
into an arrangement of any kind with us. The long 
continuation of peace has led us to forget the dan¬ 
gers of these territorial organizations and alliances,, 
for their formidableness could come out only in case; 
of war. But everybody knows that more than once; 
France has obtained a precarious security only at.; 
the cost of turning her back on the rble which she 1 
really ought to play in the world. It cannot be 
denied that for nearly forty years she has found up 
and ready before her the three great nations of the 
north, united as one man by the recollection of past 
common defeats and victories, by similar forms of 
government, by solemn treaties and by a sentiment 
of mistrust in our liberal political system and our 
desire for a more progressive civilization. 

“But what do we find to-day? The coalition of the 
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north is broken. The* Europe of to-day is governed 
by the principle of freedom in the making of al¬ 
liances. All the grout nations are now independent 
and are working out imfnimmeled their own des¬ 
tinies. Prussia, enlarged and five from nil em¬ 
barrassing connections with the other Herman 
states, ensures the independence of tin* Herman 
Fatherland. France should not feel mi) resentment 
on this account. Satisfied with her own admirable 
unity, with her well-knit nationality, it would m»t he 
good form for France to take umbrage at thin great 
act of assimilation which ban just been accomplished 
on the other side of tin* Rhine ami to show jealousy 
over this excellent example of the prineiple of an 
tionalities which she represents ami which she has 
always advocated in her relation* with the other 
peoples. Now that Uernmny turn attained this long- 
wished for unity, her anxiety in ended ami tie* old 
feeling of enmity towards our country must fade 
away. By imitating France in this reaper!, Mm has 
taken a step which must draw her nearer to «« and 
not separate her still further from m t m mmw fear. 
I believe in the honest friendship of Ueruiauy. 

“The same thing is true of Italy, whose long servi¬ 
tude has not succeeded in extinguishing her patriot 
ism. She, too, now enjoys all the element h of mo 
tional greatness, and this fact profoundly modifies 
the political conditions of Europe. In spite of tm 
reflecting susceptibilities or passing injustice which 
sometimes show themselves there, her idea*, her 
principles, her interests draw her nearer to the na¬ 
tion whose blood has been shed to help her compter 
her independence. 

“As for Austria, freed an »bc now is from till 



NAPOLKON ON FORK KIN RELATIONS 


anxiety in fha direction of Italy and of Germany, no 
longer wasting her strength in sterile rivalry, hut 
concentrating it in tin* cast of Kuropc, she counts 
thirty thv in Ulir*u of souls, whom no hostile feeling, 
no iutrro. Is of any kind, separate from France.” 

Tin* follow in**: paragraphs, written before 1870 
and selected from various notes left hy the Kmperor, 
hear on the* Mann* topics considered above and 
strengthen tin* views there stated. 

“How comes it that old ideas, reading on the* 
present, cause some Frenchmen to see not allien hut 
enemies of France in those nations which arc now 
freed from a past which was hostile in us, and are 
now enjoying a new life, governed hy principles 
which are ours and animated hy sentiments of prog¬ 
ress which characterize modern society! A morn 
(irmly constituted Kttrnpe, rendered more homogen¬ 
eous hy better territorial divisions, in a gun ran tea 
for the pence of the continent, and can in no way bo 
u danger id’ any sort to our country', an Home of our 
critics would have uh believe. France, with Algeria, 
will noon number 40 millions of inhabitants; tier- 
many bun .'I? millions, of whirl* 20 are in the confed¬ 
eration o f tin* north ami H in the confederation of 
the south; while Austria has .15, Italy 2d and Spain 
IH. What is then* to trouble uh in such ft distribu¬ 
tion of the population of Kurope? Thin irresistible 
power which lends nations to join in great agglom¬ 
erations, causing secondary' states* to disappear, ia 
a tendency which arises out of a desire to obtain 
more etlicaeimiM guurimfeen for general interentft. 
Perhaps it springs from a sort of prevision on the 
part of Providence an to the destinies of the world. 

n_.•.. i it.<..i ... ..i* .1. 
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tional unify, will soon count it population of Bonn* 
100 millions of muds. While approving uf this 
progress on 11u*ir part, it in only prudent thut the 
nations of mitral Europe should not remain nmr- 
Bolled up into so ttmuy different state >, larking in 
strength amt puhlie spirit. 

“1 would lift polities above the narrow and moan 
ideals of another age. I do not think that fho great¬ 
ness of a conn try depends nit the weakin^ of the 
countries surrounding it. A true turn rests 

on the satisfied convictions of nil the imtums of 
Europe. In holding this view, 1 e\ptv ^ old convic¬ 
tions of mi lit 1 and simply restate I ho traditional 
policy of tin 1 Imperinl family. Xapnl. i.n I foresaw 
the changes now occurring in the map «*f Europe. 
He himself sowed the seeiE of new uatiouuiit ies, by 
mealing the kingdom of Italy in the pmonudn, nml 
by blotting out some two hundred and fifty inde¬ 
pendent little states in Germany, Tim-* dal the great 
Emperor play tin* part uhieh h»* had proudly 
adopted of mediator, n role whieh wu*» imi % it hunt 
glory, for it put a stop to us«d«m of blood, 

moderated by his friendly intervention the ardor 
of the conqueror, attenuated the coii^eipteueo , n f de. 
feat, and, in the midst of many obstacle**, often se- 
Mired peace. I would have sadly mi, taken my part 
in recent events if I had violated my promised neu¬ 
trality and plunged France suddenly into an un¬ 
certain and tremendous war, one of tho fearful 
druggies based on race hatred, in winch tin* whole 
population rises as one man to destroy n mal that 
also represents a just ns firmly united people. 

'‘Later on in this same year of into, f again, both 
an private and public occasions, exprehmsl these 
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Mime opinions, speaking out still morn precisely in 
regard to Prussia. ' In spile of fin* declarations of 
tin* K oVl * rnlIlt Ilt ,* 1 remarked in cm** instance, ’which 
hits never wuv»*ri‘tl in its pacific attitude, the belief 
him spread that mi} modification in fin* infernal or¬ 
ganization of Omimiiy must 1 m* a cause of trouhlo 
between Fruneo mini Prussia, A stop should ho put 
to these falsehood*. Franee is ready to frankly ao 
oopt fho changes whioh hnvo boon brought almul on 
flio ofher nidi* of fho Hhine, and declare that, ho Ionic 
an our interest* and dignity an* not menueed, we 
will no! inforfi io in thin transformation which in 
going on in aroordaiMv with fin* expressed wishes 
of the peoples of fin* Gorman Matos, ’ This was right 
to tin* point, and oould loavo uu doubt as to wind my 
own view* won* mi this v«*ry important question; 
and I may mid that m\ way of looking* at 
tin* mattor was shared hy m**r«* than orn* thoughtful 
person in m\ oirolo, *f«mo <<f whom, howovor, turned 
mat at a lab-r period/* tThese last linos seem to 
Itavo h«'oii add*'d a ft or tin* Franco German war.) 

Tin* two o\rorpts which follow, if writfon before 
lH7d s won* evidently revised aft or that date*. 

’’The san*o iTities w ha would have warmly blamed 
mo if 1 had ooimuoiiood hoMilifion at this time, 1 
of course rofor to tin* inomoid of tin* Prusso-Aus¬ 
trian etuifliel expressed iiitirli displeasure over tho 
evolution which 1 havo montioued among continental 
states. In a word, they would have blamed mo if 1 
had gone to war and they now Idanio mo because I 
didn’t go to war! Subsequent ovoids have* shown 
that it waudd havo h. on bottor for Fnineo if Prus¬ 
sia *« growth could havo been ehoekod. Of course I 
soo this now. Hut could this irrowth have been 
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checked even if l had abandoned tin* policy of mml 
eration and prudence which i had adopted! U m 
at least problematical. M• 1 niors wan urn* of them* 
inconsequential critics uf m»* and my rtmrw, His 
views on this head were heat sot torth in a .Hpeecli 
which ho deliveml in March, ism, b« Unv the h«gi«. 
lativo body, in that sjieech. which wan wnleh read 
both at home amt abroad, Hu * euir.t ic mUermry uf 
the Second Kntpitv declared that the \ h’tury of 
Koniggrutss was the tmot fatal blow MmeU at the 
influence, of France since flic dark day a uf the in 
vasion of 181-4; that her greatnr^ was im-nmimtihle 
with the. existence uf other grand . e^tablidied 

on her frontiers; that, after having committed the 
mistake of aiding in the ercatiuu t»f u united imtiuu 
of 23 miliums beyond th«‘ \ljei, the still graver emu 
had been made of ‘allotting ITu “ua t*» is «, «bor|up in 
strength and territory that flu* (Frumm.- ( Nmfeder 
ation was one of the bent politieul eomhumtioa. in 
IOurope’; and, thudly, that lle-rc would be r« a; «»n to 
regret this when Franco would be fure.-d h, net 
troops on foot to defend the autonomy **f the small¬ 
er Gorman states which I brawn* a w an d«t.-named to 
make her satellites. Tin* entire lmm*e eh. rml this 
speech. But it is always mi eimy thing to point 
out protended shortcomings m a policy «»f modera¬ 
tion. Such criticisms, however, do not com.- with 
good grace from men like Thiers, who, u h.m the re. 
cent war—that of 1870 wn< imminent, do! all they 
could to prevent us from properly j .-orgnm/ing the 
French army. If they wen? uu opposed to our tight 
ing in 1870, would they not have been Mill mor* * no 
in 18661 I think there can l» no doubt of tins, arid 
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hence it in t hat l do md l\*r| that what they Buy about 
UH should bt* taken wry Brnotmly. 

*‘ Aauthor of thin Hum*' rht%H of stair men, M. Jules 
Fnvre, wt-nf at ill further than M. Thiers. fur ho 
draintv<! juihlieU that ‘it was not only in IHfid that 
Vi' should have opposed I‘ru*sia ‘a ambit inn, but if; 
was ithmr all against Prussia and Austria jointly 
that we should haw moved, when, together, they at* 
tanked Ib'iiiunrk,* In * it In* r words, thin gentleman 
held that Fruiter should lm\r measured forces with 
two of the greatest military power* of mitral Km* 
ujh*! And later, hr blunted tt% for not Vnfoiving thr 
earning out of thr treaty of Prague, 1 Of murse thin 
iwirl of rhrforir in rather empty talk, esperiutly when 
it In roiirmbrird that these two deputies a l way a hud 
in virw mi attack «m tin- government, which right 
nr wrong, wan to hr opposed. This P culled *good 
politic*‘; hut it P not always good pat not Pm.” 

At a Infer prriod than thr om* when these words 
wrfr originally primed by fin* Emperor, In* rrmark 
<*d, referring to them* same two statesmen and tu 
this bhj it** subject t "Thiorn and Fnvre, after the fall 
of thr Kiaamd Empire, priiPod tlininirlvon for their 
rotiNtant pfji’ifir attitude n% reflected 111 their Speeches 
iiindr at tin* iiioiiimf of tlm breaking tint of the war 
of 1*70. It whs vrry convenient for them to forget 
these earlier drrliintfions. Tin* fart is that M. 
Thiers was mif iniiidly harping, before tHTfi, ou tin 4 
inevitability of war with Prussia, tin* only question 
in hP mind bring whether it was opportune or not 
and win*n was tin* right fiiur to begin it. I do not 
think ttint wr run too severely blitinr it course which 
emtsisfed in out declaring to thr country that it bail 
b**on abused, that the battle of Kudowit wan a second 
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Waterloo and that it rmdd m*t hope to rise n grain 
in the eyes of tin* world. M . libers and M . Jules 
Favro led in perpetual harangues whose harden wan 
that Prussia wan a eonsfatif danger on our Rhenish 
frontier. It was showing a greater ignorance of the 
French temperament than these gndluien eottld have 
possessed to he ever seeking to excite tin* nation to 
a paroxysm of indignant patriots- m ami folly and 
then to turn around and ask this same tuition to re* 
strain her indignation and her untied strength, i >r 
waa this aimply playing an oppu iti«<u mime without 
observing: the simplest rules of pnideuee or thu 
plainest demands of political h>m* '4y I* 1 

t may add that criticism of a ^omrwtsnf similar 
nature, was also indulged in h\ softie of the Pad* 
lag; writers of the daily press and of hook , 'rimy 
are fairly represented h> the op m> u > «<f that uell 
known publicist, P revolt Parade! v. h*» ‘poke ns fol 
lows to one of tin* court circle and who pat inm*h tin* 
same words into one of his host kn<<n n bonks, issued 
at about this time; “The more one reflects mi it, 
the more, one is convinced that a love of pence, phil¬ 
osophical polities, the first will uf the government, 
and the like, cannot prevent n Hn<«-k hotu«<in grow- 
^ ing Prussia and France, hemmed in by her old 
| boundaries and deprived of nil hop** **f inerejidng 
her population or her territory. This relative de 
crease is too strong a trial for our political and 
military pride. As, however, things in this world 
are fertile in surprises and m the tie*4 founded ex¬ 
pectations are sometimes found to be fnK* if is not 
absolutely impossible that pemv he maintained. If 
is sad to have to say bo, hut truth and cmmmm sense 
compel me to speak what 1 think • I Hud that the 
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coiiH»*(|m*ncfH of n policy of inaction would bo about 
ns bad for u* in lit** oiol a* a regular defeat on tho 
field of battle, tin- only difference being that in tho 
former cnee more time would lif required for tho 
consequences to show themselves, iiml though tho 
form in uliirh tho lottor pill would bo presented 
would fa 1 hittfr, perhaps, the principle involved 

would lu* tho ‘Nun,*, 1h an invasion necessary to 
make us disappear fimn tho seem* ami fall into 
moral dependence on tin* foreigner! I do not think 
an. 11 u * tho I’ortmwl of to day boon invaded! Did 
we have to invade it u hrii w«* had a quarrel with tho 
hbdmu government o\««r u French ah ip whieli they 
had refund ia hand over to us? Why, all we had 
to tlo wii i lu cut tho euhlon which iadti the craft in 
the Tagir., and »>he wn* brought hack to uh without 
our tuning in tin* n *dn»t. In the Fmperor disposed, 
id the slightest difference with the new arbiters of 
Kurope, to nybfJttl to tf rjifutellt of this kind lit tllO 
Jlli Hit Is. of tho Seine? 1 hope ant, * * 

M. Prolog 1‘aradid then summed up tho whole 
contention in lbeiso word**: *’ France must suffer 
herself to become u second rate power, or she must 
tight!” 

The Kmperor comments iifi follown on thiH book 
of M. Prevojit |*armh«l: “Such statement* owning: 
from Htdt «tt aide source cauwed the policy of tho 
government to In* badly viewed hv the general pub® 
lie mid iiiiide m«* feel in*»re mid more an though nmmi 
great effort idiwilil t«» tried to modify the nitwit ion* 
So we hegaii to look about to hvv lUiiil could be tb»n« 
to mnlbfy the ill will of the opposition and to satisfy, 
nt the same fine*,, the demand* of French opinion, I 
eunrndeml that some net on the part of Prus&iii 
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which would show that her uggriindi/emeut had not 
been accomplished with any unfriendly feeling (u 
wards Franco, some movement which wmdd tend 
to Increase the friendly relations between the two 
countries, would be u happy event that would render 
peace sure for a Urns time to e«mie. It seem* d to up* 
that the annexation to B Vance of the Brand Purity 
of Luxembourg would soothe the growing amt at ion 
in our country and lend the way to u real rutteilin 
tion. I knew that the 1 htehy wan quite willing to 
become French, and thus aid in putting an end to 
the general imeasineHH then prevailing. My view 
was shared by others, even on the fm liter side of 
the Rhine. I have* seen a letter written in IK7I, hy 
a certain Uermait of high rank in the learned world, 
in which occurs this pannage: Shie of \ mir fellow 
countrymen, who has a harder folding for France 
than I like to atm in a gallant gentleman, told me 
back in the sixties that (lennuny wa* under great 
obligations to Franco for the important, though 
negative, share which the hitter took m the uni hen 
Ron of the former. Hut, under the intluene.- of n *urt 
of pride, which produced unfortunate conoqumuH h 
in the years which followed, Berlin did md see, in the 
same light as the Blmperor, thin matter of tlie Iniehy 
of Luxembourg. But increase of territory i* really 
of small importance to a tmliun which ahead) emust* 
from 30 to 40 nullum souls. Thun, the act|ii» .n nm of 
Savoy and Nice did France mortt harm than good, 
because of the feelings of resentment which this an¬ 
nexation caused in certain quarters of Italy It y 
to be regretted, however, that the PrimPim govern¬ 
ment did not see its way to permit the nulling of 
Luxembourg to France at ting time, when the Km- 
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|M»ror wishod to hr'inff it about, if it had been dona, 
Fnuirr would in *! hnvr burn any stnmgrr nor (ler- 
inauy any wnikrr; and this msigniftraiit commanitm 
would liavo mifltr*«d to hntisfy tIn* popular domand in 
Prama*. It In u* ll tn i*Mii.,idtT n popular drnmnd in a 
country ulu'i »* umvrrsfd HulTragn exists and tin* 
proplrL \ttim* ran make iOrif frit at tin* polls and 
than litlVrt tin* roudituuoe of tin- government, It 
Would have ennbh d the Emperor to rtt\ rr Ids re- 
I mil in u grneeful mumier. I have ground for holler¬ 
ing that t 'omd IP nimrrk saw tl»r full rffort of thin 
art and wan disposed to nur.ru I to it, lad certain eir- 
ruin danrr hoy oud bin ouu r«»ut ml upset hi*- plans. * 
1 * Hv«ii t ho mod rhu it -datirauen rtmtiof always 
do ubut tin \ u i»uIt 1 hke to do, though, In thin in- 
htuiiro, it uio. mo d unfortunate that such wan the 
rii.Hr. Thr* I ,uv*inhourg «jin*: t ion which WIH to serve 
ns a bond of union L-tunm Fnimn* and tleriuany, 
to duebpnlo unfounded suspicions and put a period 
to iniiuy *ully jealousies, became, on I Iso contrary, 
n new ran - r »*f irritation and ii fresh element of eon* 
llirf. bd'ojii flii'» iiioiiinil. all wan ehanged. Tin* link 
which wn.H to bold the tun nations morr closely to- 
gidlirr Middridy snapped in my hands, find henae** 
forth my oppom n! * had an rnsy game to play. 
‘ There,* the* rrird, 4 is tbr fruit of your rondeHiten* 
Hum tott.iiiP I*i 11*rda. Vim huvr helped her to se¬ 
rum J$rr tmlnmal ninly and to annex tlir first pari 
of Uenuuny. and when ymi desire to add to our h*r 
rlttiiy an in medicaid province whom population is 
Frotirlj, both in Hrjdiiii.'Sit and matrnal iutrrrst s you 
tmeuunter at Ilri'lin only ill temper or something 
worse.* And of eon me tlii^ statement was only too 
trur. That l was Mindy disappointed at the turn 


MFiMOIKK of THE KMFKKSS KruKXIK 

which this affair look goes without hi iving. I saw 
that my Herman policy had reemvud a blow which 
it would be very hard !«> parry. M. Thiers wan 
triumphant, and now it luruiue much lomh-r, almost 
impossible to show that bin sini dor predicti«»im hail 
beam unjiiHt ami unfounded. 

“Foreign affairs always huv«> a *d mug influence 
on homo matters. A guvrnmmnt may do all in if .h 
power to help industry ami roimumv**, t*« pmt<rf 
agricultural interests, to impi <*v,• public m-drue 
tiou, to promote tin* development .0 ila- ails, netemv < 
and literature' - amt the Second Kmpiiv rj*;i , tt 
perhaps every other pro* ham regain* m Ensue,- in 
them* respects but if the emm!n tV.h that the 
national ting no lunger Imrh and ibm, n Mml 

of general tmouHim*>* pnruh/en mm % rip.rt h* 4smt 
to the prosperity of the hind, Kv« a tb«- him t enr 
eory glance at French hi clary at ih.* U.-mmumr nf 
this century shows tlmt flu* fall uf th. EmiiEm-, wits 
due to no other at use fhtut fhn ‘Hi*- < i|<|» si mimi 
during the Second Empire wm v, -: I a\v;ti«• *»f this 
principle and was clever to te.iil.- fli»' m*t it ,,f jp 
They lived, politieally, mi the iYm »<t' ?}.,• p,.,»plr. 
Their party cry was tlmt \\«* were ie*t d«-i,-n.lnig a*? 
wo should the tiest interest!* ut' Fniiu**- nl-m,td, and 
by harping continually on thin them.*, the* kept tie* 
nation in an unsettled arid fVu-ri d* - fat. 

“With this fact in mind, l ?4m!rli*'«| **ut f,»i th** 
foreign office, on one ucansmn at about thi m fins**, 
certain statements which might h<- -.!»,•,{ m !o 

some Hort of an official reply !.» th-, pmm m „t n t 
tacks. [ take the following lin« ** id mu roiieh 
now in my poHsession. They run nEmf a . f,.tl.*w* : 
‘Many people allege that the imfuttmtnh' nut of 
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which wo an* enduring the hardships in the result 
of tli«* culpable imprudence mi mir part which 
huOV r* d I’m •: i.i !«» itioivnoe her power.* But one 
should nuf a hi a\ < jiubo* {hi lies hy what they are hut 
by \Uiai t In s tumhi huv *■ in t ii. It is cjuito t rue that 
Miu«v i^'r vn'iury at Konumrah/., the strength of 
I Tim ia b.i < h«-ru 5*T*',*tlly increased, ami that now, 
with lew "Wll forces joined to those of southern (lor- 
mauy , we aiv mil numbered. Hilt let us suppose that 
\vr had j'itjii- t*< uiir with Prussia before 1 Sfit*, what 
would hn\e ht'fii flu- position of France, keeping iti 
mind fiir freal uw which then hound all the members 
of flu* tji-riuau t-Mis! «-d»*ral mil f We should have had 
to fbdti u»c <ud) at'aiir t the armies of Prussia and 
the soilUl m (Jeim.co , h?{t ah o asudust those of AttS* 
f riu as w *11, Tii. <T a meitc, to prevail in Franco 
that l he t e rumen* «■ mtedei afimi wan one of those 
political umehm. ?<, .* e«•mplieaf *d that it in hard 

to in**v»* i? That i'> tii!** in s** far im concerns homo 
affair**, hut ih** cm»f« d« laismi presented n flexibility 
in fojvupi military affair*. that enabled it to moot 
mi * * 11 * * m \ with a vm ) strong front. If during mir 
war aesur-d And ria in 1 sat I a Froiioli huHalintt hud 
put f«n*t «*u !«11 !i"i v belonging to tho Berman eon* 
federation, ''.isrli a-. tli«* Tyrol for instance, tho whole 
\ fist i*inilit 1 ) f i ojii the Ah ih to |ho Baltic would have 
rjwru in iU m It should I*** remembered, too f flust 
prior fo 1 soil, itu-fv wa>* iiu possibility of mir mak 
iug an iiupoitali! uihmnv with Urn renter of Europe. 
Tln-n, \u !im wiilinn!) bound to fioniumy and 
Ifni) do! not r'ust as ii jam it 

At a Infer date, tin* Fmporor said in this name 
coiiiirct it ifj: “It ha* tierfj »tnt»*d that ill 1^70, wo 
stood iiloin* withmit allies. This is wdy too true. 
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But the reconstitution of Kur«*i»* mho.- made it 
possible for ub to Imp** that »*• might hove snim*. 
No treaty then prevented tin* AiMr»* l hi is 4 mi 14 em¬ 
pire from joining with u >, and nn.ru-,t lliih might 
also have come to tmr inenMonec. It' tin-, hud Imp- 
onod, my pulley would Inn*- triumphed notwith¬ 
standing the growth of fne-om, P<r then- ;■*!ill re¬ 
mained a nutriment counter w« ighi t»* her power. We 
might have had with uh in luhoim mid 

700,000 AuHtrodlungimmn. Ih-iei. mt tlm 

contrary, there wan no good ground for our peel¬ 
ing to find any support in central Km ope, These 
are the fads whieh the t tppondom »*f th< a and now 
have bo mixed up that public opinion him Inst night 
of the real truth," 


Again, speaking at an earlier date, tin* wuuc line 
of thought wan developed im follow s ■ ” After 1 *07, 
there waa muelhunrcat in the French puhhe ittiud. Al¬ 
though. it waa a time of pence, «*ur relations wills 
foreign powers caused much nn\i»'t\ «i home. My 
intentions were misrepresented, u «t,»nu of mis¬ 
trust waa blowing, and the prestige of the empire 
was unquestionably weakened. I .%etxrd thi* umment 
to increase! the powers of the legislative hotly rm ii h 
to give to the direct rcpresentativeH , ( f the notion a 
larger share in the responsibilities ,,f tin* state. 
By a graduated series of csmireKHtims, »tir imperial 
government became a purely eomdituf nmol go\ era* 
ment, certainly the most liberal tlinf had ever existed 
in Franco up to that time. The deputies were chos¬ 
en by universal suffrage- tin* legislative body was 
granted the widest powers; the senate wns trims- 
formed in a broader sense; tin* mbinet minmiers 
were made responsible for their actsj the press was 
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given large liberties, ami tin* right of holding public 
meeting* \\ uh funds* niori* general. Such wan tin* 
imperial system an it stood before 1 hi* war of 1H70,” 
added tin* Kmperor «ntnt<« hut later. " From that 
day, the nation, in po^esTum of rights ami libcrtioH 
until then unknown, \vlint**vt*r our erities may nay 
to tin* con!rail, was in»t to become mistress of her 
own destine**. Hut t!»*• question wo urn* all unking 
ourselves at fin* Tuderie» was w hat use she would 
make of these oj»|»oitiinif ivnl Tin* country its a 
whole de bred }*emv, The elmmbers, tin* government 
and tin* Kmpr* ?<s ami myself, all desired peace. And 
Vet, heriiil ’si* of the state of tension lit which the OOUIl 

try ami Km ope m m uerni found themselves, war 
w«a to eitin**, n w«r which had not been nought by uh, 

though the f%m|0'r^n tuts !****■ u slmiuefully nee used of 

desiring it, ii war which bod been counted on iu tier* 
mini) there run be no hottest questioning of this 
assertion, any longer n war which we were forced 
to accept 

“In taking over the ministry under tin* new 
regime, M Kmde t >l|*\ n r , it former republican who 
had heroine isii|»mnli*4 through conviction that tin* 
rutisfihittoiud h\ 4iiii ulioitf to lie iliatigurated would 
he ii hlrjifung to much troubled France, u very win- 
cere mins, wholly devoted to the causes which ho had 
always* defended ami advocated, it man of great 
moral bravery, who has been reviled unjustly by 
friend ami foe, M. Kmde t dlivier accepted the very 
diTnili and delicate task whieh I had charged him 
with and promptly laid before me his proposed pro 
gram, lie warmly accepted the principle of "inn 
tioinlities, ‘ admitted that thrum ay had u perfect 


cat profession of pacific* intentions. This declaration 
was followed up shortly afterwards by my minister 
of foreign affairs, ('mint Ihtru who approached the 
Berlin cabinet, through the mediumship of Knglnnd, 
with a proposal of disarmament, In order to prove 
to the Prussian government that we were acting in 
perfect good faith, we presented to the legislative 
body a hill cutting down the military contingent of 
each year some ten thousand men. The hill wan 
voted. As the majority of the body had all along 
been opposed to an increase of our military estate 
bailment, it was not difficult to secure this approval 
)f our policy, and lids decrease wan, in fact, the 
iorollary of the proposal for disarmament. One 
lould not be done without the oilier. So this joint 
iction of both the crown and the legislative branch 
>f the government should have greatly strengthened 
mr proposition at Berlin, But tin* fact in that the 
Prussian government received our suggest ion coldly 
ind evasively, and the matter wan finally dropped. 
Phis action was significant. But at the beginning of 
870, everything still pointed in the direction of 
>eaoG. 

“Our aim now was to develop the moral and tun ■ 
crial resources of the country, aided, m we hoped 
/ould bo the cam*, by this new liberal form of gov 
irnment A certain anxiety, however, prevailed 
hroughout the nation. The Opposition, though re¬ 
using to grant further appropriations for the army, 
ms constantly complaining in the tribune and in 
he press of the increase of the Pnismim fnre«>s. 
Dhe policy of accusing the government of betraying 
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press or Homo member of tin* immediate circle. Bor- 
tions of those records have been scattered through 
the pages of this work. But few minutes exist of 
the longer conversations in which flu* Kmperor some 
tinicH indulged, which wen* generally the nunt in- 
tcreflting and the tim>f vidimhle from <» historical 
point of view. Of those of which n record has been 
kept, the following is one of tin* must extensive and 
not the leant interesting. It occurred at t ’hi'dchurat. 
The interlocutor of tie* Kinpemr was one of his 
faithful adherents, the late M. Boinvillier*g win* was 
a mend)cr of the senate during the second empire 
and a man of superior knowledge. The subject un 
der discussion was the Bumpeau »ihmtinn after the 
battle of Kudowa, ami the Kmperor said with eon 
siderable animalion: 

“From the moment that I'nivsn, to Use surprise 
of most persons, crushed Austria, t fully rcnlr/.ed 

that war would one day heeoutr inevitable between 
the victorious power and France, Thereupon, at mv 
suggestion, a military commission was appointed 
whoso duty it was to prepare a bill which should 
provide for an army of front !,T«f,fi!M» to t;to(i,fmu 
men. During the three years extending from is<»7 
to 1870, I left no means untried to enlighten public 
opinion on the dangers of the situation and !o eon 
vino© all minds of the crying need of unity reform. 
Official notes, articles inserted in the journals friend 
ly to the government, statistics homed tit tie* im 
portal bulletins, speeches delivered by the most 
prominent ministers, everything, in short, was tried 
but failed, however, to overcome tin* opposition eon# 
stantly shown to fcho proponed strengthening of our 
military forces. I well remember how* Marshal Kiel, 
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the then M iti i sf * * i* of War, lamented, nlrnont with 
learn in liia eyvs, tin* spirit shown by tin* Opposition, 
whieh, while well ili?->| m 1 towards him prrHwmlly, 
was im , r» , dui«*iis and utterly nnmumticeuhle. The idea 
that it war was po- dde„ iimrh less probable, never 
entered floor heads. There wan not a budget coin- 
mitti'o of f hi** period v\ hirh did not consider itself 
in duty hound to reduce {h<* optima ft*.-; of flu* War < M* 
flee, and h- it tin* number of men, horses, and eatt• 
non destined for the arm), or the sum of money net 
aside for fortifications. t spposit ion rand id a fen for 
rlertioll lo the leer In!i\ e body promised VotiTK to 
rut down e\prn and thes*- promises were rertdvrd 
with enthusiast ie uppro\ al, unfortunately, hh wish 
KOOII dlseo\ efed, for t In* he* 1 interests of the cmut 
try. KumlH, the proposed army hilt, amended to 
death, was passed, tnit it was so rnmsruhded that it 
did hut little to improve the lamentable state of our 
militurv establishment. 

••Tin »se people who, later, amused me of detbring 

war w ifbotit doiim nn> tlmu: to prepare for it art* the 
very ones who presented us from beinif ready. At 
the iti?r which I had flteil felirlird and lifter the ple» 
hincitiiry triumphs which I find obtained, erne dnen 
not rush headlong into rrhv enterprises without be» 
imy forei’d to do so The earefill and lmnf eXlitliifllttion 
w hieh t had made, io*n the comparative nf rettglh of 
Prance afet Prussia, tie* tU >*p regret which 1 felt over 
lilt* ilfjpo • dull!i of se curing flu* iiiueli desired army 
improvement i, and my personal and dyiuiHtie ill** 
tefeats, nil t|»e«* lliini'M would Illile lilllde eveli the 
tut mi ordinary iimti prudent. It in sheer igimrnniHs 
of IniiiiHii initiire to imagine llint 1 could entertain 
aeiitimeiitH contrary to the most ordinary ruminon 
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sense. It in certain that sIir 4 11«*h«*5i»*<dh ni nITiiir 
about the Spanish throim ^li*t!*i Iks*** mtd 4 peace¬ 
fully, at leant for flu* Iim»* hring, am! wmiM have 
done ho if it hud not be*-n t«»r *h«* I s r«heh national 
and patriotic! spirit, which wa- m>o»- m*h-i»t tbnn 
prudent But we uni'd i***t I**- B*• 1*1 i< |»«m- d4*' for 
thin popular movement. It «os** e*m ■ u h » f! «» nvords 
of that period, one will see h<*u » \rd»-d w»*n* m**u *h 
minds, how violent wan the pr« , loos m d« ut was 
oven ‘the nmn in the street,* vvio-u tin* » rmuent 
tried to make him under4iind that the fMiovnMinn 
made by King William in fhr- h.iui.- Npamdi »m 
brnglio might ut hand he n«v.*pt. d ir< a breathing 
spell, which would iitford time Wr i *-jh «*t»«.*». It in 
UBcloBB now to recall the fart that to** iin*-d imisv 
protests and the most hitter w««td-‘ a, a mi the em¬ 
pire, if we did not imiit>4mt* ly n \. !!,'<• 'thin mi> 
tional iiiHult' enme frmn tho'o* who =.* .dn.pmu! words 
and facile ponn did not w ar j««».-abb- and who 

rofuBOcl to pHHH, or who rut d<*a u, all miny appro¬ 
priations, indignant at the mere thought «.f 'mili¬ 
tarizing’ France, 

“When Frenchmen have hee.mn* uouv eulm and 
self-possessed, they will jn’ivmi’, I flank, fliaf a 
parlimentnry ruler, such m I w,i. at that uuttm-nt, 
COUld only govern through tin* rlmmh*r and with its 
dally approval; find so, when tlsia war -pint nrijmd 
the nation, I wan form! to put ftn^-ir at tin- head 
, of the movement, whieh nobody r»«td th«*n pm-deoi 
the strength of. But l should add that t m-v.-r 
was so blind to the fact flint, though in- had had in 
Franco since January of that filial y«*«ir thin purlin 
mentary system, I knew who w»uhl hn\* t„ - imnlder 
all the blame if anything w«mt wrong; mul yH, when 
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Hi in nTiiim 'wis s hi*l % I mm highly praiHfd, 
thsrtiiir ft 0 - 1 , 1 ' «1:t\ s f *<i" havim* rciiitrniluroil it into 
France! \\ 1 a*-u flu* rn-.P, came, the liotinu vanished, 

ilf monarch un. held svhj muiA ide f*>r all tlmt 
had happened. I th in 'm what would cornu 

about bit? tin•> dot lint iudnetiiv r ju\ 

“And imw, n u«»sd !*«•;.'a!•»limy tit** st ivn^fh of tin* 
tui» coins!n>- «’d"ujt wliii'li uiiirh 1 hat is frue and 

fids- 11J t ’ i h«'*-Jl \x i i H* Si a ltd mid, lu flit* MtmiiUT of 

IsfH, tto had in 1 ’l .un-,- j>r» *pi*r nifij, in Al 

gvriu ba, tHil in Pah .\nnu ( a I * *f a I of 4 Id.tion 

men I I'Mjii whi.'li -4in|ili} hi- deducted IJW.lMH) f ueu on 

leave ; f hat i , « «■ had an art iw iirmy uf ,'H!h,Uf HI men, 
plus :iI h s t nn i r * ,« s t «■■>, ur a yniitd l»*lnl of frilplttfl 

men, I*i*f • sa w .f> able !«* mihirr f*int^inut nans, which 
included a hu v hod) “f 1 .andiv »*itr from the v nriuit* 
pars of th* so-w t'i aiiVttef'ition tthu ttcr** nut af all 
friendly to Pm hci h*-.*- m«»uy. So, whip it mUjht 
appear d-slicnlt, u did n »«5 ■■■*•* tn isuj****+-iId>% to van 
tfmdi our inh *-r ai \ . Numerically, w u wore not 
Weak. C hit We-fisi. i J O «W «*,j t. t In* ilttjilife Jlllot lift 
quarter. The real dilticuif y lay iii a rojod j*umn$*’ 
from n pe;ov ?»» a war !♦*•*! nm; and Ii»•ro wo \vetc is*»l 
only drtVrf! Ihut Mill* elo SliV o\oc«'dil« ifly perfect 
We {on| !mm iwn’ii time in fin* operation, o|% if Vol 
prefer, lit*- t#* ’/iuui'ii t«»u anadi, To lhi« dtdn) 

pi to he hit Ilf tl ihllted our defeat, lllltl liP«t t* 

the too |,fivn! .’Mjilid* ure w liPdi tin* rtinwhor arid tit* 
Vi*nnlV\ placed m tile deputies who, IJ*«f WI (h J V f IS fit 1 i til 
llir ?111 j 11 *«■ i„■ 5 1 <!* m|*;uim|i «*f tin* ftiiijPtrrs of war 
maintain d that «»tir regular army win* quite hu lit 
ciriit for tin- «»r**>i",ntii and rouhl have two nr throi 
tiioiilIiN in w loch to imrder and perfect ii« 
ttirn! Hearing m tmnd thin altitude uf the Up|msi 
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tion and iht'ir determination fu jtmvi* the entire* 
sufficiency and efficacy of tin* iirmy ir>» it .’duod, one 
can understand a fact which would olheru remain 
inexplicable, vi'/.., that t h* a r»* wa/- »**t in nil Prime** a 
politician, a business man, u general, u journalist 
who entertained the slightest doubt :e i.i mjr mili¬ 
tary HUce.eHH, Veil might have 11 1»ui 1 1f I lint mum* 
such individual would bine ttirunl 11 j»* if only to 
gratify that human wenkuf-H of w idling to lu* on the 
opposite Hide. Xo, enthuda >m and eyjdid* nee ruled 
everywhere, and this mitlmdn in mel eoiithlriiee in 
creased when it wan found that w»* had only one 
enemy to fight against, 

“My adversaries in IHftt hud their faults, amt l 
had mine. They did imt believe in me. I ought net 
to have believed in them. Kuostn nr** off* n .-dmngrr 
than mem By thin unwise desire to etMmomi/.e, these 
opponents of mine eeriaitdy it* r rmh/,* d what 
would bo the terrible eonHetjtmuer of floor mistake. 
By vigorously fighting a government u hieh wa* situ 
ply cautious, which they culled ‘prodigal* and ’ty 
rannioal* and whieh, thanks to 11** *r vmdlmml itt 
tacks, had become simply *« mere inadequate shield 
against mob violence , 1 they did not intend to over¬ 
throw it, nor expect to mtddenH find thmuelve* 
alone face to face with the * red specter * which we 
were accused of making a huge) of, mid tints hr 
forced to carry on a terrible struggle with flu* spirit 
of hatred and envy which their own thoughtless con¬ 
duct had given life to. 

“The generals i chose were brave i*-r« who, 
up to then, had performed their work imblt. fte 
fore defeat, they were the heroin yff the tuiti*»ii, and 
their praise was in every mouth, ut home and abroad. 
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To*dny t their long earner* made iIlust thuih by brave 
deeds, in quilt* forgotten. It is my fate to be the 
target of every kind of calumny, but it in not with¬ 
out deep sorrow that I see these valiant ofbcerH aa- 
nailed by party spite, and censured for keeping up 
their relations with me, us if a dethroned and im¬ 
prisoned emperor were md enough to appease tin* 
ruiu’or of 11 1 »" ‘>e t > s t! e r partisans. This in just in* 
conceals amdher whieh in »d ill niuiv heinous. These 
Hiiliu* gallant soldi* is are condemned because they 
wen* put in then posts at in\ ehosro. Hut if in 
forgotten by tin ir severe critics that those among 
them who were, for an imlnut, ritn“»M'il by the t)p 
position, mvaol front my government more fav* 
ora than any other-,, These facts are forgotten in 
some circles, I«ul they nhuuld not In*. 

*’ After ottr !ii si defeats. t wished to hasten bank 
to Paris, ! had a pi e >« utuuent that it was in Paris 
that the war would be derided, as it m tlier** also that 
the fate of governments in determined. Bui the 
ministers held 11 roll!mi) opinion, and 1 bowed to 
thi’ir derision. At Kedoii, 1 did what the most hum* 
hie French soidiei know ^ how to dn. Then I 
stopped f!*e fight m • and onv ** III) solf lip US it pris* 
oiler of war In ,*<* ‘ ue llm ■« I was doing what I 
should hair dole- 1 ins si-|«eirtjoji of hostilities in 
no way emnprmm-M d thi* * mutual capitulation, 
whieh tin* g«-iiei ill i » c d**!ie In*®i it right to sign and 
which they did ; agn, but 1 1 saved I he lite of 80,000 
men win * had f«*ur!if iike h**ns all day long. This wan 
Worth doing, 1 thank. If I had md neted im I did, all 
these brni,r fallows wmdd have been uselessly finis- 
fttiiTed. .Nritliei the country *h interests mir its horn 
or required *tn*h a dreadful mirrilke ns this. We 
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surrendered beeimse it hud become hujuismble not 
to surrender. It in all right t%»r nmy ehuir strate¬ 
gists to make plans ami hold meuT life as <*h**np an 
dirt. But Burnt* at the front sometimes take n differ- 
cmt view of Bn* situation, 

“It Inin been unitl Bmt if we hud all been buried 
beneath the ruins of Sedan, it would have been bet* 
ter for my name mid dytniOy. That in pox-bhle, 
Nations Hometimes h»ve their a a much for 

the rememhrnnee of great mi'.fnrtutie* MitlVred to¬ 
gether as for the remembrance uf the benefits which 
tlic»y have reeeived from tln-m, 1 tut to know that one 
e.oitld save Bu* life of rnieh a I*«»*!> «»f Imrum mm, and 
1 not to do ho, would !m\r been an net wlm-h my eon 
HeiellOe won If l never ha\ e roJohmrd, r *Jn •emlly Its 
the greatness of my line wm* to he enhanced there- 
by. 

“There was another wimnt why t emu* m\ HI 0 If Up 

as a primmer, Prussia declared nj«eid> that idle was 
warring not against Kranee hut iimtmd me and my 
rights, There was grtmud for h«»j»e, Bmrefure, that 
the conditions of peace Wf*uhl he eawr if mir enemy, 
having me in their hands, eouhl *uv that the object 
of the struggle had been attained. 

“I feel no desire to reign again, and yet it in 
possible that t may once more immut the thrum*. 
This depends on rireumstanceH and n»*t *»n my 
wishes. When n nation seeks out a prince and rails 
him to power, it is not dom* for his personal itd\aii* 
tage, but hmuwe the nation wodtc* t«» profit hy the 
form of government which that r«.pie <«uiH. 

In 184 H, France Humuumef! me fj*»m e\de t tiu.iigh I 
was unknown to her and my true charaefer much 
disfigured by the misrepresentations uf tin* then e\ 


1 cmslci gt\e i? tin* penee :iml security so much de» 
nired. A similar ^**nimay again arise from 
nimilar need*. Then the French people will remem¬ 
ber me **t' mine, 

•* I hau* nut I**f't failli in the political principle 
which 1 rcpr« *.i nl. I :,f ill regard it an superior to 
those which iitv linw struggling tu get the upper 
hunt! in France \\ hat happened at Paris un Sep- 
tetnher -I, I s A K ha » nut convinced me that France 
him chunked il"* opm.im regarding the great political 
HYstem in the pi act sc- «»f which it han so lung found 
itn glory. W hile I hrliev «• 11 1 if« in trm\ 1 may he mis- 
taken. It wituhi he wi'e, therefore, tu mk the t*oun- 
try tu iteeuir whilt "he- w i*du** tn he her future form 
uf guvernue nl That t:< the only correct and final 
way mil of the dillu'iiSi >. Su I always urge all my 
partisans t«« remain faithful In 1* ranee and nut to 
forsake the laud of th«ir hirth. When the hour 
mines, the nuinui will apeak uni plainly and the poli¬ 
tician# imrd nh»*y 

The following pages nre drawn up from notes left 
hy the Hmpei«»r and from conversations held with 
him during thi^ muie t hmlehurH period. 

-There in all in« ,, u**t»l*lc tendency which ftircCR 
tuition* t«* mule and form great agglomeration#. 
Thin tendency t* lm ** d nut oti mere day dream# and 
utopian fane net, hut i*« the natural result of ttitidt” 
flout ion?* hi'uiight ah*»iit in economic condition#. lm 
proved iijferc*»iimniiiiciitioii draw ** people# together, 
esjteciidly* wh< y they ^p**ak the name language, while 
Hultduritv uf interests rriiwiikeii and produce a 
friendly understanding between them* through 

I 
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force of (ureuninfanoeH therefore, those nut tonalities, 
which the centuries have fractinm-d tip, an* brought 
together again ami large anti united nations are the 
result. This evolution of nutimudify 1 m NumHimes 
very slow in developing, and loum* i*r hovigu in¬ 
fluences may occasionally marMta! varuois Poms fur 
the purpose of preventing n givut r*otntr> frum ink 
ingon this new birth. Them* purdah* ».f uniting may 
be very long; there may Mrm tu hr mm during 
which no signs of deveiupmmd an* <d» u n able. I tut 
sooner or later, thi* mighty eunvut pu do- * its way 
through all obstacles and burst.** ffmtlt at it liiniuent 
when it is tin* least exported. '{‘!n- i*\i«tn{i*ui «»f mi 
tionality is horn in the uprising «*f pruph«»f the 
same origin and it is the lined pmn-rfut or rather the 
best organized portion uf tint e pr«*ph* > wIdeh even¬ 
tually swallowK up all tin* others. 

“This agglomerating primbplr, wlbeh Austria 
had overlooked, busied hh Mn* wai in d>«mim-ering 
over other nations of varied origin ami buiguage - 
the Hungarians and the Lumt»ard*i. tin* (’/.••eh* and 
the Slava—made itself felt when Prim na, n-gyner 
ated and resuscitated, after her rrlipn*- «t the e«»m 
monoement of the century again In-miur, through pa 
tionoc and endurance, a pmu*r in Europe. 

“Much has been said concerning fli** cmu >t*,pjrne*-H 
of Italian unity, especially im being »«m* uf t In- muses 
of Gorman unity. The longing fur and final nee«.m 
plishment of Italian unity might indeed i?a\«» hern 
ono of tho influences whieh ludped t«»w nrd** (*ermau 
unity, but it wan surely nut the uidy agent in bring 
ing about the modifications in the nation* «m tin* 
other side of the Rhine. Pru^m and tin* whole 
German Empire had been working mi th,-*.* hum 
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«inw 1HP. Freeing themselves from the 1 abstract 
influence of poetry niul phil*»^n}thy» which hml long 
sung arat preached n theater ( lerimtuy, they began 
tt* take a pnteftenl view of the problem, ant! 

tti ask thelfiM'elve.M the questinn whether the only Way 
to Heetil'e the long Wished fnj* union WHS Hot to be Oil 
the battle fields of :e*iiir miehty national war. The 
tide came ia slowly and these nspirntions were long; 
in reaching flu* hieh water mark, Uerumns began 
to answer in the nihruntfUe and wit It emphasis the 
i»ft asked *pie-1 ien w I*e-|her their euuntry should ho 
once again, a-> in the days of the 1 in!ietn*fuufcnH, the 
foremost nation of 1 air«*pe. Austria, however, be¬ 
ing nthenu tr « m-.iged, l*nre- ia wits alone in ft posi¬ 
tion to hi ing ah«*nt thm w i h. Hut, since tin* day 
when the Fleet m| ' of I Inmdenhurg took fheir places 
in the Kuropeau oiitdiuluce the epoeit when a 

Ulllll id* genitr, Ft edoj srl. II dat ed to oppose the 
power of Man.i Th> i• .i, 1'tn ua had h<*ett invaded, 
crushed and obiw f uiiiubd.ded ; lhe Hohen/.olleni 
lit* »Jinha«l b « n u<*dd» a under foot by Napoleon 
I, until I*i ti-eoa had b. rente little else than a mere 
* geograpbienl r\pi-.•"■aou,* What patient strength 
of ehat aeler, wbat a high ideal of the fatherlliiai 
and what true nation, »!? in that people had, for, with 
Sovereigns of vel \ ordinary rapacities, the nation 
itself set got nr an enlliU' in -U n* pat i n«j ie movement 
and a wale d m fh • popular heart a mugaifieeitt 
faith in the labile giandenr of t lei main, which the 
Hnu tfeminine ucdatoi ** carried through to nuccess, 

aided to «iiie f -\tent }»> «*\lnniroijH rimifjisfnitee.s, 

“Uernuinv , often eiuuiged in intermit sipmbbles 
occasioned by private interests, bus always had a 
clear eve when it came to viewing her general in 
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forests, though she «IuI tint always realize flint while 
her Heparati* states worked together f«»r flu* common 
cause, their equilibrium fiiii-4 «*\entunlly hr last. 
The old plan of eounterbnhmeim? \ria and the 
southern states with Prussia and tin* imrfhern Mates 
was an admirable way »if uniting again**! the retimimi 
foa-—Prance whieh io»ue of tb«m eiudd <n uly for¬ 
give for her long held nnpretjmex ; but if w a s not the 
best way by whieh to prevent the smaller Mute* 
from being eaten up hy biinr»-r and Mrnuger neigh* 
bora, as some of these Mate?* in»ft Imve burned to 
their sorrow, nor for keeping !it»* p» aer b**!we« a fin* 
two loaders, 

“On the conclusion of the Italian war, Austria 
never seemed to dream of »h\ p»e*?oble danger 
threatening her in the direction ,.jf Pru»>tiit. tt did 
not occur to her that it might be wim* to draw near 
to Franco, notwithstanding do* feet that we had 
just wrested from her the rich provinces n( lame 
hardy, which, however, 1 handed m« r to Italy, and 
had been forced to permit the Austrian or allied 
princes to bo driven from the IVumHub*. When, the 
day after the battle of Magenta, tin* Brine.* fCegeid 
of Prussia mobilised his troops mnl tried f »* make me 
believe that he meant to arrest tie* progre^n «*f my 
victories, then Austria was excused for l»*'Ii«'ving 
that Prussia was actuated by n sentiment of friend 
ship for her. But it was, nevertheless,, n mistake 
to hold such an opinion. Though Berlin wn« m! 
verso to an over-rapid growth of Italy and t» «ntr 
winning iurther laurels, mid desired t« umkr me fe»-l 
that I had to count with Uermany, that i.«, with Pros 
sia, this was not don© through any h*vr f*»r Austria. 
She meant to manage the business in neeurdanee 
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with her own Hellish interests, a tact which Francis 
Joseph leaned to his wirrmv n few yearn later. 

‘’The ‘little country* which in I Kofi had begged me 
to obtain permission for her to take part in the 
European Congress, and which by that act alone be¬ 
came a ‘great potter/ had advanced a good deal 
wince that date, and n*n\ that is, ai’Ur the Italian 
war wiui preparing to ndvnaeo still further. ‘The 
opportunity is line, too tine not to he seized/ said a 
well known diplomat of (he time, very truly. For 
a hmg period preparations had been going on fur 
thin purpose ; preparations which were, at first, very 
quiet ami peaceful in appearance. The great Ger¬ 
man univer.Gties, admirable centers of labor, learn¬ 
ing anti light, had, for fifty years or more, been 
turned info hot beds for the forcing of thought and 
impulse looking towards the establishment of na¬ 
tional unity. Thi * daily gathering of students from 
all parts of the land in one leeture mum had swept, 
away tin* prejudices of pm\ ineial minds. (’lubs 
in favor of unit) w»*re formed; the great geniuses 
of Germany phijo uphers, poets, historians, and 
scholars inspir.nl tin* big hearted and enthusiastic 
youth; Goethe, Schiller, Kant, and many other cele¬ 
brities, who made tile other side of the Rhine fam¬ 
ous at the end of the eighteenth and at the begin- 
ning of this century, did more for the unification of 
Germany limit all the political ami military efforts 
of the Bismarcks ami Molfkes; in a word, the nation 
was ripe for transformation when the men of iron 
and fire appeared *m Go* scene, 

"I watched with close attention this early plant¬ 
ing of the seed of German unify. I remember still 
very vividlv the deep impression which was made 


another diplomatic wit said t*» m»* iltmnK tin* empire, 
referring to thin period amt employ mg tht* well- 
known phrase of Talleyrand, used **n quite another 
occasion. Thun, constituted as early a a IMti rum- 
moreiatly, united (lerumm saw this m«»\ nm-nt re* 
ooivc another vigorous push forward l»y tie* intro ■ 
due,lion of railways. That unify was at band was 
now sure; the only thing 1 Umt wan u*»t perfeetly dear 
at that time* was under whose himiur tin* Brussiuu 
or the A ustrinn was this uui lira tom p* he dually 
achieved, (’omit von Bend, then iTiine Mininler 
of Saxony, fathered a plan which looked Pm an Is the 
establishment between Prussia amt Austria the 
satellites were to follow of a sort of confederacy. 
Of course! this fact is known innv , hut it v. ji.h m<t mi 
public in those days when l first heard of it and per¬ 
ceived at a glance all the significance »»f Hum im¬ 
portant proposition, it was then admitted on both 
sides that such a eonfederution wouhi Inek strength 
and cohesion. ( hudd it hi* brought about if Austria 
wore to be the pivot and the head! wan the question 
on the tongue of everybody who was privy to the pro¬ 
posal I never thought so. Austria certainly hud a 
predominant influence over the secondary tierninn 
states and had in her favor all tin* ruling families, 
the nobility and the catholics of Iferinaiiy. It**r ae 
tion on the diet was considerable and she could elidin 


as an historical right a continuation of the Htjprrm 
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joyed. At Frankfurt, in IH50, it looked for a mo- 
meat oh though Francis Joseph were gain# to re¬ 
cover tin* imperial crown of (lernmny, but on the 
contrary, tin* liberal party seemed to put its faith in 
Prussia, imlwithstnndiug tin* highly aristocratic 
form of 1st constitution ami the very authoritative 
fashions of her government. In a word, things had 
reached sueii a puss on the hanks of the Rhine that 
both Prussia and Austria were reaching a point 
where they would likely come to blows as to which 
power should bring about the much desired unity of 
(lermnit) ; and both were asking which side France 
would probably take in the pending conflict. 

“Uernmu unity, aeeordiug to the Prussian plan, 
was the bringing together of all the Uermnn-spenk- 
tug peoples t*n the o{her side of the Rhine, which 
would he the establishment of a power consisting of 
some .'is millions of inhabitants. Austria which would 
have acted as a counter weight and which l hoped 
would have its place in the new combination, was 
entirely pushed aside in the Prussian scheme. We 
all felt on our side of the Rhine that such a mast' 
ruled from Berlin was the selling tip of a redoubt¬ 
able .stale on our frontier. Rut, on the other Imml. 
a united ( lermau\ „ with Austria its the chief, meant 
a stale of .'H millions of Uerumns and J7 million* 
of Austrians, that is, a total of 7f> millions. Nor win 
this all. It was held then that if Austria brought 
this about, she would add to this total a good part 
of the Italian lauds lost in IShiH So, on the one 
hand, we had staring us in the Face, the danger of 
a reestablished lRdv Kmpire, whirls it had always 
been the policy of monarchical France to keep a* 
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weak aa poaaibh* ; and on tin* other, tin* imnui 
a military power, lean important iih regard* mi 
but better armed and belter di reefed. Sucb 
the situation acronn (he Rhine when we were 
cipitated into tho unfortunate euntUrt of IH7U. 


cm APT KR VIT 


<*r nit: w au t• r 1H7Q 

Tm; following in (Ik* origin of tin* 1'ruHHiun mn- 
•hiniifwhifli were to prove ho fatnl to France, 
t have gone {ml into detail in narrating noma 

parts of thin history fur two minims, hi the first 
place, there are o’llaiu incidents which arc little 
Known. In the o*eond place then* were among the 
WmprcMH’rt papers \arituiM documents which have 
never hem used nn«t which threw' many aide'lights 
tm this * * I f * * i i rather nte^uiv chapter of modem 
KurtJpe. Perhaps 1 inicht add a third reason for 
the length of Huh pm Sum of these memoirs, I have 
wished to pivurtt! \apoiroti and Ku genie Vt version 
of thin episode in ihc lilV of tin* Second Iampire, - 
mi episode so full of discredit lo others in which they 
have been gene rally so unjustly blamed and wdioHts 
results were mortal to the regime, to them, to bo 
many of their faithful friends, and above all, to 
France, which for m» long Mtfferrd from tlie terrible 
eotwnj tie nr*-* tln*rcof, Finally, 1 in tty state that, 
here and there in these pages, l have inserted bit* 
of information emanating from the private eorres 
pomience of t 'ointeHM* de Moutijo, who was at Madrit' 
nt this time. 

In September, |H#*H t mi insurrection broke out it 
Hpaiii. The find sign** of discontent showed them 

CJ4&1 «#***,» tta »44 « « «4 *dr tin, Slitunitil t« lh«k 
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port of Uadi'/.. The trouble simn spread U> tin* tmvn 
and tlion throughout AmlahtMa. When it readied 
Madrid, It had grown to tin* proportion* of a revnlu* 
lion, At thin moment, Rhtern 1 wa* a! San 

Sebastian. At find, it wie gams mis! that .do* wan 
on the point of returning to tin* rapiiut; then thin 
report wan eontradiated. At f!ii-• mom.uf, ua«* of 
her friends wlm wan with tIt*- Rhnrn wrotr th«* this 
prOHH an 1’olloWK : “The iiiMinvetniii i*< iitetvudng 
and becoming so formidable that lu r Majr .1 \ ha s de, 
aided to cross tin* frontier into Unme»\ “ At Hu¬ 
ge nie’s suggestion the Kiuprtor inm*e»liar«-I) otTeivd 
Isabella a friendly ref urn* at the en 4b* *4' Pan, This 
friend addl'd Inter; "Was the RUm.-a ill inlu^d In 
not trying to subdue the nwolutimi.n v par tv ? Ur 
wan she aiding wiser to b-t tin* 4 i«hh ;<p» ud tt -»•!}’ in 
a country where, an subsequent *-vm? * »Jo<w* 4, the 
people were much attached to lie- P.oui Urn ,jU ,, < u f 
These questions have often be«n a do «l but n-.i id 
ways answered in the same wav 
The uprising was the work »»f three j.ai to- > * 
the Progressionists, who d«maml>*d impoi mat re 
forms, the Democrats, who favored n fr.Pnd re- 
public, and the Unionists, who ivpiv^-nf, 4 th,. j U ud 
crate wishes of the libera! middle rlu Aim of 
great ambition came to the le ad of affair . \f,n hid 
Herrano and Admiral Topete hebnim d t.« th«- t niou 
1st party, while Marshal V rim wn s elo> i of da Iho 
gresaionistH. Marshal Si •rntno brenitio piiiii*- non 
iater and Marshal I’rim war mim u.-r of ?h«- pro 
visional government whieh was mum-dm?. h ■ m up 
as soon as it was known that Pidnlbt had »-i.. d 
the frontier. Their chief aim urns to tv«~4nbfidi 
order. After quickly supp cessing somt* riot tie* 
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called shortly before to reign nver Uotimumu. Prince 
Leopold was thirty dive years old, married lt> n 
Portuguese princess, n catholic hut not an ultra- 
montane, a relative of the reigning family **f Prus¬ 
sia, allied to the Murats and a grand-om «»f Sfephnny 
do BeaulmrnaiH, grand Ditcher *»f Laden, We 
learned from Madrid that inmire rahh* iutrigucH 
were being carried on. ‘Prim in r*pii\ neat and will 
not apeak out frankly/ wrote n French agent on 
the spot, ‘while Serrano herniates. (federal f uddim 
has come up from Italy and won Prim n\er to the 
cause of the Duke of Aosta/ Put in the end, thn 
latter refused thu crown, so did the Prince l*VrdP 
nand of Foluirg. There then remained two candi¬ 
dates—-the Due de Muntpender and Prinee t ‘hurlcs 
of Hohenzollerit. 

H I wished to take no part in these internal Spain 
iah affairs; amt yet it was stated that 1 wm* trying to 
bring about the maturation of the fallen legitue. In 
March, when it wan thought that the Mnuijiemder 
plan would succeed, Ohwign, who had mme «>n from 
Madrid as special amlmssador, reported to Prim 
that such an issue of the affair would meet with the 
disapproval of this court. So I imdrueted the Mar 
quis do La Valet le, then our minister of foreign af 
fairs, to inform our representiithe at Madrid that 
Paris would not meddle with Hpnmnh nlTuim mid 
that, aft far aa we were concerned, the proponed 
candidature could lie accepted without hesitation. 
But Olozaga was determined not to ha\e the Due tie 
Montpciiftier reach the throne and persuaded Prim 
to join Topete in another appeal to 1 ‘rince I*Vrdt 
nand, who, as everybody knows, refiined tin* tdTer a 
second time, on April f?th, The disappointment was 
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from French influence. But later, von Moltke put 
tho (lots on tiu* i*8, for I am told he stud miv ova- 
iiing in Berlin, In a wiinll pml) : ’The r**v««|ii!iumiry 
movement in Spain pa rah /«-h \apoli-nu. It | lc «f H 
an a planter, Tin* Spanish 1*** »*b draw > wry well 
l would not nee any objection h* a r* pnhhe being 
not up in Spain, for that wmil*! be the | menus, 
failing tho elevation t*f an t *rlenm pi titer to the 
throne, of bothering Napoleon.’ In n word then at 
thin atnge of the proceeding*, Prun'd,! dt Mt«*d a re¬ 
publican Spain or would haw eonrented It* flu* reign 
of an tIrleans prince, but would d«* nothing t*» iticl 
him to mount the throne. But tin* mh ml of a tier- 
man candidate would change the wlnde t'a.*.- of things 
and we knew that Bismarck wit« well disposed to 
wards the eamlidature of Prince t.eop.dd win* had 
already been much talked of/* 

There wan a memorandum bearing on tin* lU-uedeh 
ti-Binmarck imbroglio drawn tip In tie- Emperor*# 
immediate circle. The portion hearing >>n the point 
now under examination run m follow *; 

“The French nmhnxMjtdur in Berlin wa 1 * iut* meted 
to find out the chancellor 'h view# on thin wind. Span 
inh matter, lie first saw von Tltile, of tie- Prim-dan 
Foreign Office, to whom he said; ’Such n Candida 
lure in of great importmiee to the Emperor, and it 
would be my duty to inform him of the fart, if 
there wan good ground to believe that it would he 
realized.’ Von Tlble insured Beuedrtti that there 
ticmld he no cjiiestion «»f mich n candidature ThP 
wan on March 31, 18(10. Soon afterward*, P*en« ih*tti 
was called to Paris and nan received by the Em 
peror, who said to him: ‘The Montpelier muitli 
Mature is merely anti-dynastic; if only striker at me 
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ceracd In these Spanish developments. Bismarck 
again evaded the* subject and Bermdetli felt that he 
could go no further without fresh instruct hum from 
Paris. ‘In order to escape the main purpose of my 
interview,* Benedctti reported, ‘the chancellor, sud- 
denly affecting a eontidentiaJ tone, Muted that Prince 
Frederick Oharles wan mueh templed to try his 
fortunes in Spain. “ But,” he added, “the differ¬ 
ence in religion would have hem an insurmountable 
obstacle and even if willing to In* non rrted to oath* 
oliciam, this would not have removed all the prej¬ 
udice against him. The prince is a brave and dis¬ 
tinguished officer, hut has never shown any aptitude 
for polities. So he would thnl himself floundering 
in the midst of a multitude of difficulties. ** * Ah a 


cellor let it be Been that nothing would he done to 
interfere with the future course of events.*’ 

The year IBB!) came to an end without the ques¬ 
tion being openly taken up again. But, in the mean¬ 
while, Bismarck was secretly making good use of 
one of his faithful Hervitors, Bernhurdi, whom he 
recalled from Florence and sent to Madrid. His 
instructions wort*— -ho the Tuileries was informed 
at the time— ‘to favor everything which might dis¬ 
please Franco, It is well known that tin* eosmo 
politan party will make every effort to bring about 
the establishment of a republic in Spain But we 
have no ground to look with apprehension cm this, 
and should put no obstacles in the way of its realiza¬ 
tion. In reality, everything which tends to free 
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Spain from French influence is good and agreeable 
to the Prussian government. Whatever may be the 
form of tin* institutions finally adopted in Spain, 
the main iniereal to ns lies in her breaking an much 
as possible with France. That is our sole desire. ” 
Hernhardi reached Spain at tin* end of May, 1809, 
and the first tiling ho did was to visit Andalusia, 
whore the republicans had their strongholds. This 
move was not at first understood at the Tuileries. 
It was given out at first that the Prussian represent¬ 
ative was “making a pleasure voyage.’’ “ Put,” 
said the Emperor wittily, “it. seems to me that von 
Bismarck’s agent is like the* old toper who always 
declared that he mixed water with his whisky. But 
he put in very little water, which in this ease is 
‘tin* pleasure voyage’ and lots of whisky, which in 
this instance is politics. Let us hope that unlike 
tin* toper, the mixture may not intoxicate either 
Bismarck or Bernhurdi.” 

Other diplomats were also examining cautiously 
the ground. Thus, Viscount do Seyssul, Portuguese 
minister to Belgium, who was on a leave of absence 
at Lisbon, said to Los Hi os, tin* Spanish envoy sent 
to Prince* Ferdinand of Knxe Folmrg: “ Whv don’t 


secure me aaopuon oi me noneir/.uuern ennuiaa- 
furo! Tilts would he an excellent choice, which 
would please Prussia and oven Prineo Ferdinand, 
while the only person who would he displeased 
would he the Emperor Napoleon.” The Marquis 
of Ohio ini, an Italian diplomatist of groat shrewd- 
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posted that he sound Prim on tin* matter. He said, 
among oilier things: “This {dun would please 
Prince Ferdinand, would lie looked <m with favor 
in Ltaly and, if necessary, would In* supported in 
Prussia by Halinn diplomacy.” He deelare<l thut of 
course these were only his persona! views, " Hut,” 
said the. Marquis of Xr/.n, “I knew heifer and I told 
Los Rios that he had learnt this Icnmui from Key 
Baal.” At the Tuileries, where all these hits of 
information came pouring in, it \\n < held mnl held 
rightly that the Emperor nlwav * beloved, that Sey- 
ssal and OldoVni wen* simply emi varies under in¬ 
structions from Berlin, In the meantime, the news¬ 
papers took up the question. A good sample of 
what they published on the subjeei was a letter from 
a Berlin hanker addressed to Marshal Serrano and 
extolling the advantages of the 1 h*heu7sdb*nt ran- 
didature. It has always been Mippu «**d, and the Em¬ 
peror considered, with gout! reason, that this letter, 
like many other similar ones, was inspired hy the 
Berlin Foreign Olliee, “This has been denied hy 
Bismarck,” the Emperor onee said; and then he 
added, with a smile: “hut if we believrd nil that Bis* 
marck denied, we wouldn’t believe any!lung/ * 

A note by the Emperor concerning this period 
runs aa follows: “Many eiTmK were made at this 
time to get mo to favor the restoration of the 
fallen dynasty in the person of the Prim-e of the 
Asturias. It is true that both the K inpresM and 
myself felt a keen sympathy for him. But 1 felt it 
imy duty to take no active part in thin Spanish 
\business. I contented myself with felling Nilveln, 
pne of Serrano’s ministers, that I sincerely wished 
Spain all happiness anti prosperity, and flint she 

•Jim 
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alone should ho arbiter of her own destinies. Wo 
tried to exert no influence at Mail rid further than 
to tell (llozaga that any Hohenzollern candidate 
would he hadly received in Era nee, which wan only 
too true. Nothing further was said fur fear of ap¬ 
pearing to dictate to the Spanish government. From 
the very first, public* opinion in France had shown 
no enthusiasm for the 1 hie de Mont pensier and 
this was an additional reason why we fell it would 
he in every way unwise to show any wish to meddle 
even in the slightest degree in Spanish affairs at 
tills moment.” 

Monarchy was voted hy the Cortes during the 
night of May 2U 2 1st, IHft'.i, “ Put what is the good 
of a monarehy without a mntmreh /” asked Napoleon 
III, when the Empress told him the news, early on 
the morning of I he 21st. In default of anything 
better, Ulozagu proposed a regeiiry with Serrano 
as regent. Thereupon, Serrano talked the matter 
over with the Freueh ambassador at Madrid, who 
reported (he conversed ion to the Tuiluries. II** said : 
“Only a stable power ran have authority. I am 
reminded of what occurred in the thirties and for* 
ties, when Esparlero was regent ami was hacked hv 
the Queen mother Christina. The first had put an 
end to civil war and the second had sat on the throne, 
ami yet peace* came only with law fall. Imagine 
how much weaker my position won Id he. In less 
than three mouths, I would he a mere rag'd’ When 
tins conversation readied the Tuileries by the slow 
post of those days in Spain, Serrano had been ehosen 
regent and had accepted. So Napoleon made this 
comment: “ Well, the good marshal runs more risk 
of becoming a rag-picker than a rag,” referring to 
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the terrible ups and downs of Spanish political 
life during the lust century, lie* *num diplomat sent 
the Emperor Uuh further scrap nf conversation, 
which was mort' to the point, Attn stating flint, 
at the Hame moment tint! Serrano won made ivg«*ut, 
and Prim designated prime minmtrr ami minister 
of war, om> of the latter's friend, <itin t«*.* n, thus 
defined Prim’s views on foreign aflat! * : “He eon- 
aiders it very important to be and r* main »m good 
terms with France, but still more important to ho 
and remain on good term* with Pru ^ia.” "There 
is the great danger,’* remarked tin- Emperor when 
lie read this part of the amlm *mdorS dr patch. 
Prim, now firmly seated in the middle, begun again 
his seareh for a king for Spain. Eor the moment, he 
found Bismarck rather absorbed in home matters, 
struggling in the Reichstag w ah old ft mud* who 
were conservative ami new allies w ho were liberals. 
Ho also found the proposed pjvtrmirr* imuv afraid 
than ever to mount the SpimEh Itiione, when the 
Peninsula appeared to be in such n state of unrest. 
When approached, they either refund the proffered 
honor or asked time to consider tin* proposal. In 
the meanwhile, King William seemed to take re 
newed interest in the imbroglio, While at linden, 
having heard that Count Nigra, the Italian iiiubsi* 
sador to Paris, was in the city, he was invited to u 
very select dinner at which the t^ueeii wa* pwiii 
and at the end of which, the King withdrew with 
Nigra to his study, and entered into earnest run 
vorsation with ltim. lie begun frankly with these 
words: 

What docs Napoleon want ? I hi you think he 

is seeking a war with me V* 
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“ I do know the I'hnperor’n scoretH,” ana we red 
tin* ambassador, “hat from what 1 (h> knew, 1 think 
1 may nay that tin* Kmperur has decided to make 
tin* host of the events of jstlti mid the Northern 
( 'onfettera! i*m, and f hat he has no intention of going 
to war* unless he is I'oreed to it, unlesH lie in pro¬ 
voked thereto,*’ 

“ What doea ho mean by ‘provoked’ 

“If yonr Majesty keeps t tie Northern Funfedernny 

within its present boundaries, pence will he main¬ 
tained, Rut if tin* contrary happen*, then I cun- 
aider war inevitable,“ 

“That step will not he taken, I know perfectly 
well that some dn> the ({renter (lermimy will be¬ 
come inevitable by fin* very force of thing*. Rut 
l shall in in* way hasten that event. In fact, at 
thin very moment, I am resisting and will continue 
to reinwl with all mv strength, the desire* of my 
non in-law, tin* grand duke of Baden, who wialien to 
unite Ida country with tin* (‘uufVderncy. You may 
nay thin to Napoleon when you see him.*’ 

{’uunt Nigra carried this message to the Fmperor, 
and many times afterwards conversed with the Fan- 
press, eoiieerning fids Baden dinner party, Haying 
on one occasion: “l saw that tin* Hmperor would 
have preferred something more than a mere verbal 
hhhu ranee. But he informed the Berlin court that 
In 4 had heard with satisfaction the message l Imre 
him. The King, in his turn, as I learned, thought 
that Napoleon might have been more outspoken on 
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beliovod that tin* Nmporor was preparing for an 
early aliack upon him." 

Out* of llif Kmpotwrhs aides de nmiji has I»»ft thin 
inodiled statement. conoormug tin* mnohiuatimtH <if 
ih'iH period: 

“Tin* Kmperor, who had be«*n rath»*r ill, was 
visited in ()of ober, IHf>0, by iTitter t ‘buries of lum- 
mania, with whom ho discussed hi^ pacific intentions, 
'Wo learned that Prince Ai»tli«»n> of Hoheji/.ollorn, 
who liad boon approached on tin* mat lor, would give 
no positive answer, ami it wa> heliried that Its** mm- 
tl I lions mudo hy Prince l .eop«*hi u . ■ tv equivalent to 
a refusal ol‘ tin* prulViToii tumor. Notlung e.mld 
ho dono with Prince Ferdinand of (‘..burg, ami tin* 
I)uko of Anuta had also refused. \W unv fold that 
Prim wan tlam casting his e\ cm tm\ai«i f the l hike of 
Genoa, nophow of King Vidor Kmniamnd, quite n 
young man who wan finishing hi* education in Kng 
laud. Wo hud good masons f»»r believing, Iruvn cr, 
that tho Dowager Duchess of (Ihi.ui, his mother, ami 
the King of Saxony, his grandfather, \uiv rntmlt op» 
posed to tho plan, and wr were not at all surprised 
at tho hoginning of .January, ls7n, to imd Ids dedi 
nation of tho oitor published in tin* ollirbtl gjty.dfe 
of Italy. No wonder that at about this name date, 
the Kuropenn press begun to wake joking allusions 
to tho difficulty whioh Spain was experiencing in 
trying to find a nmnaroh. Urn* of them said: ‘Why 
not try a republic since the throw* tempt* tm 
prince 1’ Tho point was well taken and tin* Km 
poror would not have boon opposed to this issue 
from tho difficulty. 

“Prim now bogati again to nourish hopes of find* 
inc* aid in Germunv 1 ft.,, u ftl ..(• li J«1 I tfttti 
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once more seemed to him the only way ont of the 
dilemma. It has been held that in thus playing 
into the hands of Bismarck, in thus acting against 
the best interests of Spain, the Marshal did not see 
what was sure to be the result of his action. Be¬ 
cause the Emperor had not been opposed to the 
placing on the Roumanian throne of Prince Charles, 
he jumped to the conclusion that France would ac¬ 
cept as readily this new plan. He was mistaken in 
this, or, as the Emperor well said to me one day: 
‘Prim let himself be fooled by himself, for how 
could he compare the throne of Spain with that of 
Roumania and how could he imagine that the Tuil- 
eries would look on unconcernedly while he put a 
Prussian monarch on our southwestern frontier?’ 

“I always felt that Prim admitted that there was 
some danger in his scheme; but he under-estimated 
the amount of that danger. At this moment, he said 
to a diplomat at Madrid: ‘Whether we do this or 
something else, France will be displeased. She 
would be dissatisfied with a Montpensier, a republic, 
or anybody else.’ These words got back to us and 
were not relished, naturally. ‘He forgot, or pre¬ 
tended to have forgotten,’ remarked the Emperor, 
‘the very clear language used by Benedetti au Ber¬ 
lin the preceding year. ’ The fact is that he thought 
by his cleverness, by his influence on Napoleon, who 
had known him for a long time, he would somehow 
convince him that this Prince of Hohenzollem was a 
cosmopolitan, allied or related to the Coburgs, the 
house of Braganza, the Murats, the Beauharnais, 
that in a word, as the Emperor put it, ‘he was related 
to everybody and could be all things to all men. 
At another time the Emperor truly said: ‘From 
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Spanish embarrassment anti Prussian covetousness 
was to spring the fatal plan which was to precipitate 
affairs. Prim and Bismarck wen* about to put their 
heads together and agree on the right method, 
which, according to them, Humid be adopted. King 
William might, from the very start, have pointed 
out the risk, encouraged Priuee Antluuiv in liin in 
elination to refuse am! prevented BKnmrek from 
listening to tin* proposals of Sula/ar and Prim. I 
am sure the King still wished for the continuation of 
peace and yet he did next to mailing t<* keep the 
spark from falling info the powder.” 

The name of Salazar y Mu/unvdo 1ms just been 
mentioned. This active individual was the first to 
suggest to the Spanish nation tin* name of tlm Ho- 
henzolleru prince, lids wiis dom* in a pamphlet 
which he published in 1 HtU*. lie had several in 
terviows with the Uerman princes mid then issued a 
second pamphlet He met them nt UTiuher t'untie; 
but no success seemed to crown Ids efforts. He 
next sounded Prim an to the way he looked on Ids 
plans, and eventually managed to obtain letters of 
introduction to King William and Count llmmnrck. 
At the beginning of February, IsTt), In* started for 
Berlin without informing t Huzngn or the Spanish 
ambassador to Prussia of ids intended joiinnw, I tin 
mission, however, was not. a v«*r\ hrdhuut success. 
The King declined to receive him, though lie was 
seen by Bismarck and met other important political 
personages. When he returned to Madrid, ho re¬ 
marked: “Well, anyway, 1 have forced the thin 
end of the wedge into the crack,” ami in f«H, nego¬ 
tiations were soon under way in court and govern 
raent circles. The French representative nt Madrid 
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report(‘(1 that Salazar declared that “the prince 
royal of Prussia objected because of the unsettled 
state of the country and advised the prince, to ac¬ 
cept only on certain conditions.” From Berlin we 
learned that “Bismarck was of the opinion that the 
offer should he accepted, declaring that, from a politi¬ 
cal point of view, it was well, in the event of war, 
to be able to count on tin* friendship of a nation 
bordering one of tin* frontiers of France; while, 
from an economical stand point, Spain under a tier* 
man rider would offer fresh markets for German 
manufacturers,” 

M. Strutt, then Roumanian agent in France, has 
left this memorandum, which is here made public 
for the first time in this, its original form: 

“l learned that a family and governmental coun¬ 
cil was held at Berlin on Man-h la, IK70. King Wil¬ 
liam presided, and the other members of tin* meet¬ 
ing were the Prince Ko\nl, Prince Anthony, Prince 
Leopold, Bismarck, Moltk<*, Bonn, Thilc and Deb 
hriick of the German Foreign Office. I learned that 
with a single exception all agreed that the offer 
should be accepted. This exception was Prince Leo¬ 
pold, who hesitated from the very start and then 
tried openly to refuse tin* honor. But the father 
was more ambitious than his son and was loath to 
let escape from las family L in proffered crown. So 
he* suggested that if Prince Leopold was unwilling 
to accept, it might be b»-slowed on another of his 
sous, Prince Frederick, This prince was then travel¬ 
ing in southern Fmrope, and was not much sur¬ 
prised when In* heard of the proposal, for he told me 
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Berlin. In the meantime, Prinee Anthony wan cor¬ 
responding with his ether son, Prince ('buries of 
Rmmmnia. All these thing* were beginning to a p 
tract attention and it was at this at nice of the pro- 
ceedingH that I got wind of the matter. Prince An¬ 
thony whh disturbed at this and declared to a diplo¬ 
mat who told it to me that ‘the .scheme would fall 
through if it got bruited about,* ami added: ' 1 have 
informed Strutt that Leopold positively refused tlu* 
crown. lie does not need to know nn\ thing fart herd 
It is easy it) understand why, fur if odieiuRy advised 
of the negotiation, l would have mentioned the mat¬ 
ter In Paris, and this is just what t ho schemers did 
not want done!” 

Another rather curious fart which him not often 
been mentioned. Major von Versen, who had fob 
lowed the war operations, between Paraguay ami 
Brazil, towards the end of the sivties, amt so be¬ 
came well acquainted with the Spanish language 
and customs, says in an unedited letter: “At the 
time of the Iloheir/.ollcrn affair, I traveled a whole 
month in Spain, sounding opinion in various circles, 
and I soon got the impression that tht' candidature 
of Prince Anthony’s son would he very accept able 
to the country, I then returned to Berlin in May, 
1870, and drew up a memoir to that effect, t rather 
oxpocted to be felicitated on the success <»f my mis 
sion, but von Bismarck was ill at VurMu and l wan 
not received by him. But this might have been a 
‘diplomatic illness’; for in tin* meantime, Prince 
Frederick had returned from his trip in southern 
Europe and respectfully informed his fat her that he 
would accept the throne of Spain only if formally 
ordered to do so. But I learned on the beat author- 
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ity, that mm the r the Kin# af Prussia nor the Prince 
Koynl ventured to give Much an order. They saw, 
furthermore, that if was useless to try again to get 
Prince Leopold to elmttge his mind. So it was de¬ 
cided to send a telegram to Prim and inform him 
that he had bet ter abandon his labors in the direc¬ 
tion of tln> llohenzollentH. This is why so little in¬ 
terest- was taken in my arrival at Varzin, since it 
was known that I had come to advocate a plan which 
was already abandoned.” 

M- Strutt writes: “The copy of a letter written 
on April 22, IS70, by ITince Anthony to Prince 
Charles of Roumania, reached me in Paris. It ran 
as follows: ‘ After Leopold's refusal, the throne 

was offered to Fritz, lie was strongly urged from 
Madrid to accept tin 1 offer. Put your brother also 
replied that lie euutd not think of entering upon so 
hazardous an enterprise. So I tear the. affair is 
going to fall through and the house of Ilohenzollern 
is going to lose a great historical opportunity, a 
chance such as we have never had before and will 
probably never have again. If the King had given 
the order, Fritz would have obeyed; hut being left 
free to choose his own course, he declined the prof¬ 
fered honor. And so ends the matter. This epi¬ 
sode will soon be forgotten and will be recalled only 
by stum* historian of our house in the far distant 
future,* *’ 

So, at the end of April, 1H70, this Ilohenzollern 
danger soiMited to have been averted. But Major 
von Verseu was to In* the artisan of the renewal of 
the enterprise. He could not get over the thought of 
seeing abandoned a scheme, which lu* quickly per- 
itk I f #If ! ntW..d him a tine onnorfunity to nlav a 
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prominent pari. He wan tenacious and finally suc- 
ceeded in hin aim. This is the way in which he tells 
it in Ilia own words, Hte following paragraph being 
taken from a manuscript: 

“I was received by the Prince Royal of Prussia, 
who gave me a lei ter of introduction for Prince An¬ 
thony, whom I found uf Nauheim. I succeeded in 
convincing him that the game was not yet lest and 
that with a little courage and perseverance, all might 
h till ho well. So Prince Anthony wrote a letter to 
the Prince Royal in which nothing was said about 
the impossibility of carrying the project through; 
it was now simply a matter of bc.-ututiom Nor wan 
there any reference to Prince Krif/„ who hud re¬ 
turned to the more obscure existence, which he 
stunned to prefer. Once more Prince Leopold in 
brought to tin; fore, and this time the arguments ad 
vanned in his favor an* very different from those 
used on the earlier oeeasitmH, Now, Prims* Leopold 
was not so energetic in refusing to yield to his 
father’a suggestions, and declared that he was * vueil 
lating between his duty towards his own house and 
this unexpected call from the Spanish frontier.‘ 
At the caul of May, Prince Anthony wrote as follows 
to Prince Hilaries of Roumauia: ''Hie affair is not 
buried; its life hangs by a thread or two, threads 
as weak aw those of a spider’s web.’ Hut 1 found 
these threads growing stronger every day. From a 
state of hesitation, Prince Leopold mm* emerged into 
a disposition of willingness, to study the whole mluu 
tion seriously, and finally itiiimtinoed that h«* might 
accept the offer on certain conditions, In fuel, he 
said one day to me about this time: • I find tin* politi¬ 
cal situation in Spain an interesting problem for 
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ntudy. Perhaps I have no right to refuse to help a 
great nation which in Hooking to regain its former 
grandeur and which has appealed to mo for aid. ' The 
Prince Royal immediately advised the King of this 
change. 1 am told that at first, King William was 
displeased. lie had supposed that the negotiations, 
in so far uh they concerned a 1 lohotizollerti, were 
at an end, and could not hide his astonishment and 
vexation at the matter having been taken up again 
wit limit his having first, been consulted. 1 am in¬ 
formed that he said to the Prince Royal: ‘What will 
Europe think of all this? And what will France 
say? Will it not. 1 it* displeasing to the Emperor? 
You know, I hesitated to ltd. Prince Charles mount 
the throne of Rmimanm. This Spanish affair is far 
more serious. Any way, it seems to me now at least 
that the father and sou are agreed on the subject, 
which was not the ease before.’ ” 

In the meantime, nothing had leaked out at Mad¬ 
rid concerning tin* new Hnhoir/ulh*rn negotiations, 
ami tin* solving of the problem scorned as far off as 
ever, the journalists of various countries again grow¬ 
ing facetious at Urn expense of Spain. Here belongs a 
private letter of John Lemoine, the distinguished 
contributor to the Journal tics Details, which is here 
first made public. This clear headed writer on for- 
eign affairs wrote* to a friend: 

“I said tin* other day in the Jit-hats: * We advise 
the Spanish nation to collect all their candidates 
around a table d’hote and divide between them the 
twelfth night cake. Then the mu* who finds in his 
piece tin* bean will be immediately proclaimed kingP 
Hinee writing these lines, l understand that Prim has 





William T consent, he Haiti that, as far an he himself 
uitH runernmd, lit* wan ready to accept till' offer. I 
furthfi' understand that Kin# William, who wan 
Hum at Korn showed icrent astonishment at the haute 
with which thf matter had hem conducted. Ho 
Hr at m» immediate reply, wishing to let 1 Vmco Leo¬ 
pold have a loop hole for escape, in ease lit* wished to 
hark mil of the ha ream, after all, and also wishing 
to protect him *rlf from any hlamt* which mitfhl ho 
laid at In* door, later on. 

All noadeiid* at tin* Tsulenes, when* all thono 
ueKotintion * were followetl with much concern, 
whether nd%antaee would he taken of the* (Tries 
bring in '■** ‘',5x11 m onb-r to hasten matters. Thono 
who wnv in tie* secret b*-liev t *d that thin would bo 
the case. 1 hit the Tilde* irs was not surprised to 
see tli.it {‘i oh a ditiArejit \ h w of tlit* best course 
to pm an . X s. iim f he oppuil unity offered by a 
pre'eiuh > 1 on take in the date fixed for the depart¬ 
ure of the X daear mission, he told the depot ten that 
he rnijhl m*t expert tin in to a wait the return of thin 
mbedou m arly in the middle of July, “with such 
heat as that then pit-vailing.’* So fur humanitarian 
reasons, lie dinsoh ed the t'orteH Ulul let till* deputies 
burn off t>> the rooter reentry. Of course, tin* aim 
of Prim wa > f«* gain time. At leant, so tin* Tudorlcs 
interpreted hr* action. lie hoped, too, we arc told, 
to he ahh* dui me the summer, to meet Napoleon 
Itf t’lniiiliir! , Ml \ irllV. “ W llefe lie could talk over 
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ancea of the Iloheir/ollerns, {ho proposed Candida- 
turo was not a clangor for Prance, He hopes In 
thin way to have tIn* a:rouiul favorably prepared 
when tht> Fortes meets and all 11*«* sharp corners 
of tho question smoothed dnwn. * P*uf if my plan is 
to succeed,’ Prim said to mo tho othor day, ‘groat 
caution must. ho shown and tho most doliouto han¬ 
dling practiced. 1 But, unfortuuatoly fur tin* marshal, 
Salazar is too proud of tho mission ho lm* just per- 
formed and no sooner has ho got hark to Spain than 
lie begins to speak about it to o wry body right and 
left. So when Prim, returning from tho country, 
reached tins city on duly dial, ho found sunn* in¬ 
timate friends awaiting him at tho ."datum, who me 
mediately congratulated him on the happy outcome 
of his negotiations. Hi* thou learnt, not without sur¬ 
prise, that the candidate^ mime bad just boon made 
public and that political circles wore already busy 
discussing it. Prim immediately saw the grave mis¬ 
take made by the indiscreet Sabr/.ar, and, I am told, 
exclaimed: ‘This means lost labor and the rum 
promising of tho candidature. Clod grunt that it 
may not be still worm* than this!’ An soon ns I 
heard of this, I called on the nmrMml, who seemed 
to receive me with less effusion than usual and who 
appeared to lie embarrassed. Suddenly, m if tie 
ciding then and there what line of conduct he should 
adopt, Prim led me into his study, mul frankly 
opened up the subject which wits in the nil ml of 
both of us. ‘I must say a word to you about n thing 
which, I fear, may not be pleasing to tin* Kmj»*ror/ 
he began, ‘but I count on you helping to so manage 
it that ho will not take it too tmdlvd He Horn went 



CAUSES ()E THE WAR OP 1870 

Haying: *1 might have obtained the nomination of 
the Due, do Montpensier, or I might have come out 
for a republic. What I preferred wan an Italian or 
a Portuguese project. Hut 1 have failed in all this. 
Now, Spain needs a king. Tin* one. we now have in 
view you know to whom I refer-—(he spoke as 
though ho feared tlie* walls had oars) is of suitable 
ago, is a, ('ntholio, a soldier, has two sons, has a 
Portuguese wile, which is in his favor,—you can 
understand, I must not let this unique chance (‘.scape 
ns. Hut how do you think the Emperor will take 
it?’ In reply, your Majesty can believe, I did not 
hide my thoughts. ‘ I, of course, cannot say just what 
the* Emperor’s impressions will be when ho learns 
what has been done,’ 1 began; ‘but I can give you 
very clearly and immediately my own viown on the 
subject. I think 1 his is a most serious move, which 
is likely lo haw wry wide spread consequences. 
This eh'valion of a Prussian prince, under present 
circumstances, will produce the worst possible effect 
in Prance and may be taken as a provocation.’ The 
marshal answered: ‘In tin* nineteenth century, a 
dynastic alliance lms no importance. What could a 
foreign prince do in our country, ruling under the 
most liberal constitution of Europe and governing a 
proud and independent nation like ours? Even in 
the days of pure monarchy, you know that Louis 
XIV and his grandson very nearly came to war with 
one another.’ ‘ All that is quite true,’ I replied; 
•hut in ease of a European war, we should feel that 
our Pyrenean boundary was not safe with a Prus¬ 
sian prince on the throne of Spain,’ Tin* marshal 
then returned to his theory concerning the slight im¬ 
portance of dynastic alliances in these days. ‘But 

215 
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you mufit keep in mind/ I answered, ‘the sensitive- 
ness of the French nation and the displeasure of 
the Emperor.’ Prim; ‘I would put up with the 
consequences so far its France is mneerned, hut I 
should not like to do anythin# that would he dis 
agreeable to the Emperor/ 'Hut d<> you imagine 
that it will be possible to separate Franee from the 
Emperor f’ 1 exclaimed, Prim; 'Then, vUmt can 
we do 1 , -~~ i Take the Almanac dr Uethu, and try ami 
find a prince whose nomination awaken* no objee 
tionsd Prim: ‘Hut I do imf see un\ other who 
would answer tin* purpose, Our poor Spain in to 
bo pitied. I didn’t invent this scheme: it was sag 
gested to me. I cannot, under the eimtiimtiiureH, 
reject it for you must remember that the plan 1ms 
already been once rejected and has now conn- to 
the surface again. If we let this opportunity es 
capo us, wo shall be forced to tall hurl on the Hue 
de Montpensier.’ ‘Well, why not Montpei^ierf 
Prim: ‘Do you really think that the Emperor would 
prefer Montpensier to Hoheir/ollern ?* 'lie him not 
told me so, but I am sure of it, for first and above 
all things, the? Emperor is French/ The nut rOmi 
seemed much Impressed with what I anid, and then 
added: ‘I was hesitating whether I should inform 
the Emperor through you or through our a inhabit 
dor in Paris. But it has seemed l«* f 4 for me to 
speak to you first. I feel sure that you will do 
everything in your power to avoid any course that 
will make matters worse, In the meantime, I will 
write to Olozaga and instruct hint to speak with the 
Emperor on the subject. It will he au unpleasant 
mission for him. But it cannot helped/ Then 
he added in a sad tone of voice, in which cunning 
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and sincerity wort' blended: ‘It is bard for me to be 
oblig'd to do a tiling which in disagreeable to you, 
when you have worked ho diligently to prevent any 
misunderstandings arising between our two coun¬ 
tries.’ ” 

Thereupon, the ambaHHador returned home, gave 
an order that an attache nhould be ready to start for 
PnriH, and telegraphed on this important news. The 
first. part of the drama had boon played in Marnhal 
Prim’s cabinet! The Empress was particularly 
moved by the news, when it reached her on July 
Jrd, for she always had a peculiar feeling for any¬ 
thing that came from the other side of the Pyrenees. 
“ M. Mercior de Losiende exactly expressed my 
mind,” said the Emperor to the Empress that night, 
“and I am greatly worried over this telegram. The 
devil seems to have got into Prim. lie is more 
Hohenzolleru than the 1 lohenzollerns.” 

A few weeks before this, there hud been a change 
in the. ministry of foreign affairs; (-unite Paru was 
succeeded by the Due, do (Jramont, The latter had 
boon the French ambassador to Vienna. The Em¬ 
press looked upon him, as did the Emperor, as a man 
of largo experience. He had had a brilliant career, 
was steeped in diplomatic traditions, was very pa¬ 
triotic and was exceedingly punctilious regarding 
the maintenance of our long-admitted superiority in 
the foreign affairs of the (kmtinent. He and the 
Emperor did not always agrees however, on the 
question of Italian unity, and ho still more deeply 
regretted the* great strides that Herman unity had 
made. Hero the Empress warmly approved his 
view, and when tin* Emperor came mildly to the sup¬ 
port of this unfortunate feature of his own foreign 
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policy, they took sides against the latter. Ife was* 
a thoroughly honorable* man from every point of 
view and wan hold in high esteem hy (la* French 
aristocracy ami all the* Huropean cabinets. ( )f 
course, his ideas, based on what la* hail exporieueed 
at Vienna after Sad own tended to bias Ids judgment 
in all that concerned Prussia, This was (In* only 
side of the appointment which at this moment <*ar» 
ried danger with it. 

“Gramont has always felt that Fnmee should have 
received some compensation after tin* events of 
IBbt),” said tin* Emperor to the Empress later. 
This feeling showed itself in the w u\ in ahieh he 
took up from the very start, tins Hole uzmII. not uL 
fair. Eugenie always felt that he should have first 
turned to Madrid and have aMmd for explanations 
from Prim. But instead of doing this, he took the 
most dangerous course; lie addressed him elf direct 
to the Berlin cabinet through our amba^nmlor then*. 
The tone of bis telegram to the Kreueb ambassador 
was exceedingly haughty, and was in substance ns 
follows: “We do not take thin candidacy of Prince 
Leopold seriously, nor do we believe that the Spun 
ish nation will accept it. However, we eauiiot v i.-w* 
without some surprise, a Prussian prince set-king 
to mount the Spanish throne. We would lik,. p» 
believe that the Berlin cabinet is a atranger to this 
scheme; hut if this is not (lit* ease, the course which 
that cabinet is pursuing would awaken thoughts of 
such a special nature that 1 cannot mention them in 
a telegram. But 1 do not hesitate to say now, that 
the impression caused hy this ihwv.s is a very bad 
one and I instruct you to describe it. an such. I 
await with impatience for the details which you may 
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be able to give me concerning this unfortunate af¬ 

fair.” 

The Emperor was not shown the text of this tele¬ 
gram till after it was seat, nor did the Duke appar¬ 
ently consult tlit* other members of (he cabinet, for 
if was only on his arrival at the Palais Bourbon that 
Marshal Lehoettf learned through the deputies that 
a new llohen/.ollern a(Tair had arisen. As for tin* 
Empress, sin* did not hear of if fill considerably 
later. All this was a. mistake, and it is no wonder 
that an affair which began so badly should have 
ended still worse. 

At that time of the* year, the summer exodus had 
begun at Berlin. The king was at. Fans, Count Bis¬ 
marck at Varzin and (taint Bcnedetti at Wiesbaden. 
M. Be Hoard, tin* first secretary of out* embassy, who 
received the I hie. de (Irumont’s telegram, was only 
able to see the tinder secretary of state, Herr von 
Thile. These facts an* well known; hut what is less 
known perhaps, is what 1 learned (hen and what 1 
have more than once hoard since, that when llerr 
von Thile heard the contents of (he telegram, he 
“appeared much surprised and embarrassed” and 
sail! nl first,, that he must consult, the King before 
making any reply. Later, he declared, however, 
that the Prussian government lmd nothing to do 
with this candidature; but lie was very careful not 
to say that the Prussian government knew nothing 
of the negotiations which led up to the present re¬ 
sults. In othor words, llerr von Thih* was splitting 
hairs. The Fmpross said so at the time to the Km- 
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mont. “Thin all strikes me an exceedingly tricky," 
lie remarked in my hearing one evening at thin time. 
Even a less generous mind would have hern offended 
liy it. He immediately turned to the representatives 
in Karin of Prussia and Spain for light mi tin* ,-mh. 
joot. When the Empress fomui him duim- 11HHie 
naid to the Kmperor: “Thb is a v. be ue»\ «*, it m .-ms 
to me; only I think it would have been umeh wiser, 
if the Duke had done thin before he Heat that tele- 
gram .** Tht* Kmperor answered; “If he had done 
ho, lie probably would never have sent if,” There 
i.s no queHtion of thin in my miml. Herr v«<n Werther, 
the (lerman ambassador, was preparing !«> h*a\r mi 
a conge, if I remember rightly, when the 1 Hike's 
request for information readied him. And now he 
net to work packing more rapidly than ever! He 
wanted to get out of the fix of having to reply to sink 
a bothersome and delicate question! Hut S« nor 
Okmiga did not have Midi n good excuse, and at hr t 
he squarely denied the truth of the iiifoniintinii. I hit 
Marshal Prim took the only course open to hum m»d 
expressed great regret at being obliged to flu any 
thing which was not agreeable to Krunee. •’ Hut Huh 
does not prevent him from continuing lib uuidmm 
thins,” truly said the Kmperor. At the .same tune, 
he learned that the Spanish cabinet hud met <m July 
4th, and had decided to convene the I Tiles fur tin* 
20th. 

The Due dci (Irnmonf next strove to secure tin* 
support of foreign nations in hb efTort t*» jimmt 

tlm success of this llohctnndleru caiulidacy. t hi 
July 5th, he said to Lord Lyons, tin* flrilbh ambas¬ 
sador, who repeated the remark a day or two Infer: 
“I feel certain that the offer has been accented, it 
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in contrary to our interests and is, moreover, a blow 
at our national honor. We cannot accept a pro- 
ponal which, in cane of war, with Prussia, would 
I'orce uh to immohilize a large body of men on the 
Spanish frontier. In thin crisis, we count on the aid 
of the Queen’s government.” “And l feel pretty 
hu re that he will have it, in ho far an we can go,” 
Maid the amlmHHador earnestly to me and the Em¬ 
peror. And if I am not mistaken, we did have it; 
for in after yearn, the Queen, whenever she referred 
to that lamentable period, always showed the great¬ 
est love for France*. 

Tin* Due dc Uramont also requested the Austrian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, von Beust, to exert 
his influence to stop this Uohenzollern candidature. 
At the Tuileries out* evening, In* said to Prince Met- 
ternich, in my presence: “I think your government 
would do well to bring pressure to bear at. Berlin, 
in order that, in the interest of pence, Prince Leo¬ 
pold withdraws from his present very questionable 
position.” And tin* Prince replied immediately that 
lie would do so. 1 know, too, that Uenerul Fleury, at 
St. Petersburg, was instructed to urge* the same 
tiling at tin* Russian capital, and we learned after¬ 
wards that he pressed the mutter with the greatest 
force*. Tin* same evening, that, the Duke spoke to 
Prince Metternich, he gave thiH view of the affair: 
“Our right to make* this demand, cannot be ques¬ 
tioned, I think. This is all the* more true* from the 
fact that this blow has evidently been premeditated 
by Bismarck. Of this I am sure* there can be no 
doubt, either.” ‘'But,” interrupted the Emperor, 
“do you think it wist* to denounce so hastily the 



thor, who will see the king, shortly nl Isms, to point 
out to his Majesty nil the dangers of tin* situation, 
and to especially will htn attention to the fm*t that it 
is Impossible For \w to draw hark from our present 
position, Your Majesty known that t am on tlu* boat 
of terms with tin* Prussian ambassador and In* has 
promised mo to clo all in his power to accomplish 
what we wish. 1 count much on thin effort, A con¬ 
versation in ho much more elTeefive than a eorre- 


uro. It was not tdl the fith, when tin* foreign news- 
papers, which eoutained mummi* eommmH un tin* 
situation, arrived at. the capital, that tin* public be¬ 
gan to get nervous. Thereupon M. tWimry, of tin* 
moderate left in the legislative body, exjuvaaed a 
wish to interpcdlate the government on the situation. 
The Emperor’s comment was to the point km usual: 
“Why, this means that under pretence of * restrain 
mg’ the militant policy of tin* cabinet, this disturb- 
ing incident will he spread more widely by tin* very 
act of those who most desire pear** !” The interpel¬ 
lation was to lake place on July (Uh. Tin* minmterH, 
t 
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ly. “Many men, many minds,’’ said the Emperor 
one morning to the Empress, in English. He nsed 
now and then, at all periods of his life, to recall 
some pat English phrase that clung to his mind from 
his residence in English-speaking lands, though it 
cannot he said that he ever had a firm grasp on the 
English language. The so-called war Party—for 
I am quite ready to admit that there was one, though 
the Empress was not of it, as has so often been 
falsely asserted by her enemies—made a great hue 
and cry. “We cannot believe,” they said, “that 
any Frenchman is so base that he will permit an 
understanding to be brought about between Spain 
and Prussia, on these lines.” We should remember 
how exasperated the people were by all these things 
and not be too severe on the government during this 
terrible crisis. As the Emperor often said then 
and ever afterwards: ‘ ‘ The cabinet alone is not to 
blame for the unfortunate events.” The cabinet 
weighed all the hypotheses. The Emperor was real¬ 
ly ill. The day before the sitting there had been a 
medical consultation, which was kept a secret; a 
mistake, I have always thought, and this opinion 
was shared by the Emperor. He desired peace, 
This assertion cannot be questioned by anybody whc 
knows the real state of his mind at that time, and 
the Empress warmly supported him in his same 
view of the situation. At this meeting of the cabi¬ 
net the whole question of war or peace was gone 
over. Especially Marshal Leboeuf was questioned 
It should not he forgotten that he declared that a" 
that moment 300,000 men stood ready to march,— 
250,000 within a fortnight and the remainder tei 
days later. Then there was the national guard whicl 
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whb being got ready. One of tin* ministers naked 
what allies could bo counted on. He wan told that 
France could rely on the sympathy of Italy I must 
confoHH that I find the wonl “sympathy” rather a 
vnguo expression at such a crisis on tin* moral 
support of Austria, which again was nut a very solid 
aid, and on tin* neutrality of the southern states 
of Germany. Thus, sympathy, moral support and 
neutrality were the very shadowy “allies” which 
France had in view at thin time. And knowing this, 
the Emperor and the Empress are suit! to have been 
partisans of this insane Franco German conflict I 
The groundlessness of the assert ion is equaled only 
by its absolute absurdity! 

At the couneil of ministers a manifesto wan 
drafted and it was decided that the t hie de Grmmmt 
should read it in lieu of a reply to the coming inter¬ 
pellation. The* gist of this document the original 
draft of which l have before me, was as follows: 
“The duke urged that the proposed debate should 
not take place because the Fortes had not yet given 
its approval to the proposal of a Hohenzollern 
mounting the Spanish throne and also because the 
French government anti the legislative body were in 
the dark concerning the whole matter. There could 
be no practical outcome, therefore, to flu* discussion 
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firmly hope that nueh an event will not occur, and 
in order to prevent it, we count on the wisdom of 
(lermany and on the friendship of Spain. But should 
we he- mistaken in this, feeling sure that we have 
the support of the legislative body and the nation, 
we will do our duty without hesitation and without 
weakness.” 

None of the ministers considered this a warlike 
manifesto. The Emperor did not, nor did the Em¬ 
press. Ii was, at least, not meant to be warlike in 
the usual sense given to that term. It announced 
certain governing principles concerning a possible 
event which mighl be brought about without our 
consent. I will admit (hat there was considerable 
difference of opinion especially in the* legislative 
body concerning the advisability of issuing such a 
message. A friend who was present at the sitting 
eanie immediately afterwards and (old the Emperor 
ami the Empress that the reading was wildly ap¬ 
plauded by the Bight and tin 1 majority followed tin* 
example thus set. The center, he said, was more 
reserved. At least this was his impression. Thiers 
said to his friend in the lobbies and later said the 
same thing from the tribune, that he found tlmt 
the* government had anted hastily. lit* kept reiter¬ 
ating this word hasty, “But he is getting old, and 
so repeats himself,” said this friend with a smile. 
The Emperor has since declared: ” Why did M. 
Thiers who had always post'd as a great patriot, 
wait till the eleventh hour before saying anything 
on this subject! When certain deputies of the ex¬ 
treme opposition tilais Bi/.oin and Umnieux for 
example publicly declared that the government 
was seuking a pretext for going to war, they ware 
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making a charge which was not only false hut wan 
compromising a pacific*, issue from the difficulty, 
which inane we were all desiring. 41 Thai saint* eve¬ 
ning, if I mn not mistaken, M. Emile Hl!hi»*r .mid to 
the Empress; “1 told tin* deputies thm attenmon 
that when they had read over enivfulU our d»-e!nrn 
tion, they would sec* that it was m>{ pr*<\ nrative, that 
it in no way attacks the legitimate rights of the 
Spanish nation, which we all look upon a* a friendly 
power, and that, above all things, it in no tv- peet 
lends itself to the interpretation that the govern, 
meat entertains any dottht as to whether if prefers 
peace to war.” f {’lu* Empress told \l, f dli\ in- that 
both tin* Emperor and herself had so judged tin* 
manifesto before it was rend and that tie-) were all 
the more* of that opinion mnv that flew had se. a it 
in cold type. Bur the newspapers took the matter 
up, and, as usual, made things still worse. Jules 
Eavro had said in the legislative body that “the 
doclaraticm was an offence to Prussia,’ 1 and this 
statement was made tin* keynote of the eomments 
thereon of several of the leading Paris sheets, 
though others took a more truthful view of the ease, 
All this led to signs of agitation and nm-.y gather¬ 
ings on the Boulevards. One could perceive lids 
increased agitation from the very windows of the 
Tuilerios, when there, and tin* echoes even feuehed 
the more cpiiet retreat of Saint timid. 

Lord Lyons told the Empress that on the 7th» he 
had written to Lord Oranville; ‘ 1 However strong 
the declaration may he, it does not exaggerate the 
feelings of the nation.’ 1 Ami he was quite right in 
this statement. Eugenie told him so at the time. 
“Europe is beginning to feel anxious,” be replied. 
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In the meantime, Prussia maintained, as had "been 
her hahit all along, complete silence. From what 
has since transpired, I am not far wrong, perhaps, 
when I say that Bismarck and von Moltke were not 
only studying plans to he in readiness in case action 
should he necessary, hnt were preparing new “in¬ 
cidents,” if they should he necessary. On this point, 
the Emperor has left this memorandum: “Bismarck 
and his coterie were somewhat embarrassed, for it 
appeared pretty clear that this Hohenzollem affair 
was too Spanish to move very deeply northern Ger¬ 
many, while it would produce still less effect on 
the southern states. To awaken German patriotism 
to the boiling point the incident must he exaggerated 
in some way and national pride must he wounded. 
We learned on good authority that both Bavaria 
and Wurtemherg were not at that moment dis¬ 
pleased at the pass to which events might bring 
Bismarck. In the meantime, Count von Beust was 
advising the smaller states to circumscribe the con¬ 
ditions of their alliance with the northern confed¬ 
eration and only aid Prussia in case that an aggre- 
sion came from France. The Berlin cabinet let it 
be cleverly understood that it had nothing to do 
with the Simaringen negotiation; that an aggressive 
front would not he presented to France and that 
only in the case of an attack would force he re¬ 
sorted to. In the meanwhile, the more violent ar¬ 
ticles from the Paris press were spread over the 
land and public opinion throughout Germany grad¬ 
ually worked up a tension. We at the head of af¬ 
fairs saw the danger and feared what was coming. 
From diplomatic sources we learned that von Thile 
was still feigning ignorance of all that was going on 

OCVT 
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and the Prussian charge d'affaires in Paris, von 
Selma, gave us to understand Hint m the uinbawsu. 
dor was absent, he* could nay nothing. At Loudon, 

however, the Prussian embassy was not so taciturn, 
Fount von Berundorff spoke out violently (’oncom¬ 
ing tlm Due do Uranmut\s declaration. We were 
told that ho said that 'my government, though not 
wishing for a war, did not draw back with t» nr at 
the thought of war. You may be sure, too, that the 
King of Prussia will never formally veto Prince 
Leopold ’h accepting the throne.’ M 
The Ems act of thin Hoheny.ollern drama has 
often been told and all the actors on the seem* have 
printed their accounts of it or had Ilnur accounts 
printed by others. But ! feel that the account of 
Napoleon and Eugenie, cm at least tin’ view taken nt 
the TuitericH and Saint Cloud, may well be told. It 
may not change any of the main fuels, but it will 
surely add Home details, some personal impressions, 
that may not be uninteresting. Anyway I propose 
telling what the Empress thought ami knew of that 
unfortunate episode in French history and French 
diplomacy. 

1 As is well known, in the evening of .Inly ?» l*?u t 
Count Bcnedctti, the French ambassador at Berlin, 
was instructed to go to Kins, sec the King and oh 
tain from him the consent to have Prince Leopold 
withdraw his candidature. Of course these instruc¬ 
tions were drawn up with the greatest care. The 
Emperor went over the text of the dispatch and the 
Empress saw it more than once, All IVlt that thin 
was a most dangerous and delicate move Hint they 
were making. It will be remembered that the gist 
of the Duo do Gramont’a dispatch was in thin pas- 

Hilt 1 ! 
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sage: “We cannot accept the evasive reply of Herr 
Von Thile. It is absolutely necessary that yon ob¬ 
tain a categorical reply. ’ ’ The aim was not only to 
secure the abandonment of the candidature, but to 
secure the king’s special approval of this act. The 
Tuileries knew that two days before, Prim had said 
to the French ambassador at Madrid: “I see only 
one way by which we can get out of this predica¬ 
ment. The prince should inform me that he cannot 
get the King’s consent, and then, instead of insisting 
further, I will make it easy for him to withdraw.” 

The Emperor once remarked in England towards 
the very end of his life: ‘ £ The Ems negotiation was 
carried on under unfavorable conditions for 
France. As the affair was not conducted in the 
ordinary way—diplomats treating with diplomats— 
but the French diplomats treating with the king 
direct, there was reason for fearing that it would be 
more difficult to win against the Prussian statesman 
than in the case where a negotiation is directed 
through them by the king. In the Ems instance, 
there was the danger that a sharp or imprudent 
word on the part of the ambassador would cause 
the king to act abruptly at the very beginning of the 
discussion. In fact, this is just what did happen.” 

Another difficulty that lay in the way of the happy 
issue of the Ems interview was the necessity of 
haste. No time could be lost, lest while the negotia¬ 
tion was going on at Ems, the question would be 
settled at Madrid. All were terribly nervous at the 
Tuileries and at Saint Cloud, and the Due de G-ra- 
mont naturally shared this nervousness. Thus, 
deliberation, which is so essential a concomitant of 
diplomatic action, was absent, most unfortunately, 

229 
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from those. Ema negotiations. Ami again, the two 
sides had not the same aim in view. Bismarck 
wanted war. This in clear from all that has been 
made public during the pant twenty years. All the 
French official world knew this in that cruel sum¬ 
mer of 1870; but now all the world knows it. The 
French government, on the other hand, though it 
wan bent on obtaining a recognition of its dignity 
and concessions from the Prussian government, did 
not desire war ami tried to preserve peace. < ‘on- 
sequentIy tile Tuileries cabinet was in it markedly 
inferior position to the Berlin enhinot. Diplomats 
seeking the appeasement of a difference are faced 
by obstacles of a varied nature; whensm \vlu*n war 
is tin* aim in view, the task is much simpler. Then 
“incidents” and the bad side of human nature, nil 
aid in the nefarious purpose. Such were tin* two 
roles in this regrettable Kins affair. Both the Em* 
poror and the Empress felt that and saw the dan¬ 
ger and they hoped against Impe, till there was noth¬ 
ing loft to hope for. Then they tried t<» ueerpt the 
inevitable. And yet, I repent that the Empress has 
boon charged with wishing for that awful war! 

Count Benedetti, whose life hud been spent in dP 
plomae.y and who hud seen with Ids own eyes the 
gradual development of the military strength of 
Germany, keenly felt till tin* difficulties of the part 
ho was about to play, lie was to try to soften down 
the rather arrogant speerhen ami dEpatrlmn of Hie 
Due do Uramont and to do Ids best to get Ids coun¬ 
try out of an awkward position. Cmiiit Benedetti 
has boon judged very unjustly and severely, it has 
always seemed to me, in Ida conduct of this Etna 
affair. I have read all that has been written on the 
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subject,—both Ms own defense and the volume of 
the Due de Gramont, presenting Ms side of the con¬ 
troversy. Certain persons talked over the whole 
subject and entered into all the details thereof, 
with both the duke and the count; so, w hil e giving 
here the outlines of the affair, I shall also give 
their impressions and draw certain conclusions. 

The ambassador-was received by the king at 3 
o’clock, on July 9th. The latter had sent von Wer- 
ther in the morning to talk over with the count the 
whole matter so as to know what was the exact de¬ 
sire of our government. “At the beginning of our 
conversation,” Benedetti remarked on one occa¬ 
sion, soon after the events here recounted, “his 
Majesty appeared very courteous and amiable. But, 
then, this was his customary habit. I gave him an 
exact picture of the emotion produced in France 
by the Hohenzollern candidature and laid before him 
also the impression made in Europe. I was as per¬ 
suasive as possible and assured the king that the 
government of the Emperor had no other aim in 
view except that of striving to end the incident in 
an honorable fashion to both parties. I begged the 
king to push aside whatever should stand in the way 
and use Ms powerful influence to decide Prince Leo¬ 
pold to refuse the crown of Spain. ‘If your Majesty 
will do this,’ I said most respectfully, ‘such a course 
will immediately restore a calmer feeling through¬ 
out Europe and will be welcomed everywhere with 
gratitude and satisfaction.’ The king, who evident¬ 
ly wished to make me feel that he was speaking with 
perfect frankness, answered: ‘I was not ignorant 
of the negotiations which were being carried on at 
Madrid. But I have taken no part in them. I did 
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not wish to check the prince in Ids own effort to 
arrive at a final decision. I do not approve of tins 
proposed plan, but 1 have not forbidden it. In all 
this, I have acted more as the chief of our family 
than m a sovereign. I regard this affair an n pri¬ 
vate matter. I do not think the Prussian govern* 
raent has any more to do with it than any other 
European government.’ I replied that 1 feared that 
public opinion would not make such deliente distiuc 
tions. Ilia Majesty then avoided the real question 
at issue by dwelling cm the rigid a of the Spanish 
nation in this matter of choosing a sovereign. ‘The 
government of the regent is a regular one,* tin* 
king went on to say, 'and it is not to be expected 
that outsiders could modify its derisions. Moreover 
the Cortes is to meed on the 20th, when tluul netion 
will bo taken.’ 1 replied, recognising the rights of 
Spain in the matter; but I added that I wan sure 
that the combination set up by Marshal Prim would 
be the cause of misfortune to the Iberian pemu-mla. 
I continued in those words: “If this rami Mature 
could be withdrawn!, another solution of the difiieulty 
could be found which would be wholly urroptnble to 
the Spanish nation. Of this t am sure. At the 
present moment, we would only increase the emhnr- 
rassments of the regency if we were t« turn to it 
and ask that the veto be given there. The* is why 
we offer your Majesty a strong proof of the sin 
cerity of our feelings by appealing direetly to you 
and begging you to interpose in this affair which 
affects us very closely and which does not in the 
least touch the honor of the Prussian monarchy.* 
The king next complained of the provomtive tone 
of the Duo do Gramont. I answered that the pros- 
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sure of public opinion in France was the cause of 
this. His Majesty again stated that he did not 
wish to use his authority to prevent the prince from 
accepting the throne. ‘You may rest assured, how¬ 
ever, that if he should decide to abandon the enter¬ 
prise, that it is not I who would disapprove of his 
course. I am now communicating with Prince An¬ 
thony on the subject. I have asked him to let me 
know what are the intentions of himself and his 
son. I have informed him of the fashion in which 
the matter is regarded in France. I am now wait¬ 
ing for a reply from Sigmaringen, when we may 
take up the conversation again.’ The interview 
ended here, but his Majesty kept me to dinner.” 

When the first official report of this initial inter¬ 
view was received, the Emperor and the Empress 
both thought it very unfavorable for the cause which 
they had at heart. The Emperor said: “You notice 
that the king will make no promises, that he declares 
Prussia is not responsible for all this and that he 
declines to counsel the withdrawal of the candida¬ 
ture. This is the shadow. On the bright side, I 
perceive only his having communicated with Prince 
Anthony. Now let us see what the reply will be. 
I am not optimistic.” The Due de G-ramont was 
also disappointed. Pie was still more impatient to 
see the end of the affair. He told the Empress that 
he meant to telegraph Benedetti to make every 
effort to obtain a decisive reply. “We cannot wait, 
lest Prussia get ahead of us in her preparations.” 
This did indeed look like war. “The day must not 
end without a solution,” he added, or something to 
that effect. But there was at least one optimistic 
personage in the circle. Lord Lyons came in and 
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in the movement. Thin .should ever he kept in mind 
hy thoH(» who wisli to judge fairly this stormy mo¬ 
ment in our history. France believed in her fight¬ 
ing powers and in her invincibility, while many 
accepted the view of M. Thiers, who ridiculed the 
fears of (lit* cabined.. 11 It is always difficult to check 
or counterbalance movements due to exalted patriot¬ 
ism,” the Emperor wrote 1 in a private* letter re¬ 
ferring fo this memient; “soem this fine* but thought¬ 
less and elange'rous semtimemt got the* upper hantl 
of those* who we*re* striving to elominate it; ami them 
all was lost. We them huel te> follow where others 
led.” 

In support ol* what l am saying, I am tempted to 
give* a few extrmds from the* Paris pape*rs of that 
moment. 11 will In* seem that. i‘Vt*n the* most re¬ 
publican sheets wen* pushing the enbimd on towards 
war, though the anti Ponapurtist writers of (lie* pres- 
ent day prefe'iid that the contrary was true. It is 
only fair to the Emperor, the* Empress and tlu*ir 
cause that we show that all the blame should ucd, bo 
laid at their door. Tims, tills is what I find in the 
opposition Trmps : “If a Prussian prince wt*re* to 
mount (lie* Spanish throne, we* should redrogradc 
not only to the* time of Henry IV, hut eve*ii hack te) 
the' time of Francis I.” The* Sir elf, so unfriendly to 
the* Kmpire, coutaiued this paragraph: “France, 
Hurreetmded on all her frontiers hy Prussia or by 
nations mulct* the* influence of Prussia, would be re¬ 
duced to a position of isolation similar te» that which 
brought about the* long struggle of the old monarchy 
against the* house* etf Austria, In many respects, the* 
situation would he* worse than on the day following 
the signing e>f the* trendies of 1H15,” The organ of 


the signature of his non I< rum,mm: *’ i he Huheir/.oF 
lorna have reached nuch a point uf audacity that 
they are no longer satisfied with having conquered 
Germany; they now wish to govern Spain. If will 
bo a lasting humiliation of our epoch that Mich a 
project was not only overtaken, hut even conceived 
as possible. n Edmond About exclaimed in the Snir: 
“What! Allow Prussia to install a proconsul on 
our Spanish border! Why we should he 
of prisoners, if the news were true. It must hi* false. 
It will be false, if we say that it must lie, Hut in 
tlio government capable of saying 'mthtT' 'The 
Gaul a is said: “It is our opinion that tin* Preach 
government cannot, without betraying Franee, put 
up for one day longer with this Prussian ImsinesH. 
You may forgive tin* cabinet for having failed to 
keep its promises, hut you cannot forgive it for not 
knowing how to remain French.** 

When the government finally declared, through 
the Duo do (Iramout, that they would oppose the 
sotting up in Spain of a Hoheir/mllcm prince, again 
the journals of all shades applauded the net, Thus 
the Gaulais said: “The minister has spoken tin- 


there would not have been a woman iu France who 
could have given a Frenchman her arm.*’ The NTtV 
said: “In France, the first dut> of tin* <)ppo dtiun 
Is to bo in accord with popular opinion. Now, every 
body is with the cabinet,* 1 Tin* Fiurr^e; 1 ■ Hunt 
evening, in the clubs and public places, nothing was 
spoken of but the meeting uf the legislative body. 
The Arm language of the government was approved 
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unanimously and oven applauded. In this instance, 
the ministers were the true organs of public opin¬ 
ion.” L’Opinion National?.: “Count von Bismarck 
has overstepped the limit. If he wishes to maintain 
pence, lit' must draw back. As for us, we can do bo 
no longer.” The Corrospondawt: “The govern¬ 
ment yielded to the prevailing current.” 

Such are fair specimens of the Paris press at this 
moment. And yet, there are republican writers who 
have not hesitated to say that the Emperor was not 
backed by the public in the position which he took. 
“If we had won in 1870,” the Emperor said one 
day in England, “then those republicans would have 
said, we were pushed into the war by the Paris mob 
and the Paris journalists; and they would not have 
beam far wrong.” 

While negotiations were pending, unfortunately 
France had to make preparations for war. The 
Court deeply regretted this, and it quite upset the 
Emperor to see that this had to he done. If there 
was anything he disliked, it was doing opposite 
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is had enough having two irons m the lire at the 
Harm* time. But when the two irons destroy one 
another, then the thing becomes simply insane.” 
And this was them the ease. France wanted peace, 
or at least, the Emperor and the Empress did— 
and yet here they wore preparing for warl The 
Emperor said one day: “You know, T never did 
care much for Eat in. I always, even as a child pre¬ 
ferred the seienees—especially mathematics—to 
brllrs Irttres. But if there was a thing that I always 



yards compromised the peace lamentmtiotix, r ranee 
wan foread to this course !>y what wan going on 
across tha Rhine. French agents in Bru.H.sia and the 
other (Jarman at a tea kept the government almost 
hourly informed at the Tuilrrie.s and at Saint (’loud 
as to what wan being done to remler the already 
strong German army still stronger. “It in as if n 
man in armor were to also pru\ide himself with 
modern pistols and guns,“ .mi id the Kmperor one 
availing after reading om* of these confidential 
warnings from Bavaria. But, nevertheless, the 
State Council, which met on duly Utb, decided to 
delay the order for the beginning of mobilization 
until the result was known of Benedefti*« second 
interview with the king. All trusted that the id 
tered views of the Spanish government would have 
much weight with the King of Prussia. In the 
meanwhile, the Tuileries felt flint the main thin# 
to do wan to prevent any explosion, an accident, 
any premature step that Would precipitate matters. 
“I feel an though l wan sitting on the top of Vrau* 
vius,” said the Kmperor one morning an he mi at 
breakfast. 


One of the most likely spots for the eruption wan 
in the legislative body. The left and the right eonld 
not keep quiet “When I was in America or Bun 



tion reigning at the Palais Bourbon, “I made the 
acquaintance of a moat original and interesting 
American named (Ratlin, who had lived for many 
yearn among the Indians. I recollect that he told me 
that one of the reasons why the red men were ho 
healthy was that they always slept with their mouths 
shut. In fact years afterwards, he wrote a pam¬ 
phlet, which l saw on sale in a London hook-shop 
entitled ‘ Keep your mouth shut. 1 I have often 
thought during Ihe past few years of ordering a 
lot of these pamphlets and having one put on the 
desk of eueh deputy! They would be timely just 
now.” The trouble was and this is almost always 
the cast' in France narrow party considerations 
cause even the most patriotic Frenchmen to forget 
broad national interests. This was particularly the 
case in France at the moment of the fall of the 
Second Fmpire, especially during the summer and 
autumn of 1H70. During these critical days of .July, 
the Duo do (Iramont did his host to kocp the deputies 
calm. The majority understood tin 1 situation and 
made no useless clamor. But the Bight ami es¬ 
pecially the Left did not always follow this good 
example. Thus, there happened the unfortunate 
“Arago incident.” The ardent republican deputy, 
Francois Arago, “whose greatest distinction was, 
perhaps, that, he was tin* eldest son of the famous 
astronomer,” as the Funpcror maliciously put it, 
showed himself a regular vnfaut tvrriblv . He rose 
and asked if the government was really engaged in 
only demanding the withdrawal of the llohenzollern 
candidature and if it was not seizing the opportun¬ 
ity to stir up other subjects of irritation between 
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France and {’mania. “ 1 was desirous of replying 
to thin lianc insinuation,” said tin* l hike that name 
evening to the Kmperur and others, “but l feared 
that thin would load to a general debate which might 
make mat tern nt ill worse; ho I kept my Kent,” 
Thereupon, Arngo exelaimed: “The minister's nil* 
once may bo const rued as we think best." These re* 
marks of Arngo made a most tint ortuuule itnpmo 
si on abroad, as the government learned almost inn 
mediately from various agents at the foreign cap¬ 
itals. 

On this same clay, Fount Beiiedctti had Isis serum! 
interview with the King of Prussia, who still, as at 
tins first nndionre, continued to avoid the real issue: 
“I am obliged to await the news from Sigmurur 
gen,” he repented. Beuedetti urged tin* opposite 
view, when the king, t mu told, grew less amiable, 
and exclaimed: “Your insistence would almost 
make one believe that yon an* tn ing to force n 
conflict. I am well aware of the preparations going 
on in Paris and l admit that we too are taking the 
measures necessary to prevent our being taken by 
surprise.” “It appeared to me that the king evi 
dontly felt that he had gone too fur," said t*ouut 
Bcnedetti, when he related this interview’ at a later 
date. The king then added; “ Penee will not he 
troubled if Paris will he patient, and give me the 
time to take a certain number of ueeessnry step*. 
But in the meanwhile, you may telegraph to Paris 
in my name that 1 expect to receive a communication 
from the prince either this evening or to morrow, 
for ho must have joined his father by tin* tune; and 
then I will immediately give you a thud reply,” 
Commenting on the king's attitude at this tunumil 
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interview, Count Honedetti later said: “Still cling¬ 
ing to the position assumed from the start, the king 
evidently washed to throw on the prince, all the re¬ 
sponsibility of withdrawing from the candidature. 
It was in this sens*; that l wrote to the Due de Gra- 
mont. IK* would not give w*uy to pressure, appear¬ 
ing ready to risk war rat Inn* than do so. On the 
other hand, his sound common sense told him that 
this I Iohen/.olleru affair was not of a nature to 
awaken German patriotism. At this moment, there¬ 
fore, the King of Prussia was unquestionably ready 
to help towards a peaceful solution of the diffi¬ 
culty, provided, however, this were accomplished by 
outside means and without his taking any active part 
therein, lie stood ready to accept an accomplished 
fact that was all. He was willing to act the part 
of the head of a family, approving the conduct of 
a distant relative. On the date of July 11th, the 
outcome which all the powers hoped for was still 
possible, for Spain on tin* one hand, anti the Ilohen- 
zollorn princes on tin* other, would have been glad 
to got out of the imbroglio and both desired that 
peace* should he maintained. “ 

These views of fount Bencdefti were confirmed 
from another qnfirter. 'Pin* French representative*, 
at Madrid send on word that Marshal Prim was at 
last fully awake to the danger of this undertaking 
and had said to him: “Let the prince tell me that 
ohstaeles are put in tin* way of his accepting our 
offer and I will make it easy for him to back out.” 
Marshal Serrano ’h words as conveyed to the Tut- 
leries were as follows: “I feel the deepest regret 
about all this and l heartily wish the matter were 


ended. My opinion in (hat tin* ram government 
should look to Berlin for u solution of tin* dillhuilly.*' 
In the meanwhile, the Prussian government was ad¬ 
vising Prance to look for u solution to Madrid 1 
France found the Spanish ambassador in Paris also 
working for peace, and with tin* lead of the l/tshnu 
cabinet, Marshal de Snldanha, was doing his best 
to revive the Portuguese candidature. Chi tin* eve¬ 
ning of the IOth, the Spanish cabinet went a slap 
further and sent Uem-ral IUuningur/, to Signmrin* 
gen, with instructions to mb iso Prince 1 .eopold to 
abandon the plan. This was an o\oelh*ul idea, hut 
came too late. A friend who saw tin* Spanish on- 
voy an ht v passed through Paris fold me at tin* time 
that, from a conversation with tin* general, it was 
evident that the Spanish government was now doing 
all in its power to remove the danger wliieh was 
threatening the peace of Kurope. M. Strait, the 
Roumanian 1 diplomatic. Agent in Pari >, also started 
for Sigmnringen, saying to oin* of Hug-mie ’s suite 
before going: *'1 understand that Pnuee \ nthony 
in getting very nervous over this whole affair. lie 
writea that lu» hears of nuimiw of war from l ,, ram*e 
that Spain no longer cares for Ida sou's candida¬ 
ture, that Prussia horsed seems on the point of do> 
sorting him and that there is danger that all this 
may compromise the position of Prince t 'buries of 
Roumania. If the family persists in its desire fit 
have another son mount a throne, may they m>t en¬ 
danger the throne on the hanks of the ihumin-f And 
I must say that I share all the misgivings of Prince 
Anthony; hence my visit to Kigmuriuevu.'‘ 

In the meanwhile, tin* Kmperor took nuuiv .steps 
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Imn not always boon sufficiently brought out by tho 
historians of Ibis incident. Thus, 1 know that the 
IOmperor had the king of the. Belgians approached 
on tin* subject, and bis activity in this direction was 
continued at oilier capitals. Nor do 1 think that 
King William’s conduct of a similar nature has 
been given in some quarters all the credit that it 
deserved. Though it may be that he did not wish to 
appear to Benedetti to be yielding, be was unques¬ 
tionably taking steps that were equivalent to a par¬ 
tial abandonment of his earlier position. The gov¬ 
ernment learned through the minister to Wurtem- 
berg, (’mute do Saint Vallier, that Queen Olga told 
him that King William had advised Prince Anthony 
to urge bis sun to withdraw. Wo heard, further, 
that the king hud written in tin* same strain to 
Queen Augusta. All these various messages gave 
Franco fresh hope, and there was good ground for 
this hope; for, on the morning of July 12th, before 
(tenoral Dominguez, had reached his journey’s end, 
Prince Anthony telegraphed to Marshal Prim that, 
because of (in* complications arising from his son’s 
acceptance, he had decided to withdraw from the 
field. Setter Olozngu gave the court the happy news 
on his way to the Due do (Irammil’s, where he found 
him in conference with von Werther. A few hours 
later, the Duke told the court that vim Werther, 
among other things, had said; "In all this matter 
Berlin has not acted with any hostile intentions 
towards France. We did not think that the Prince’s 
candidature would he badly viewed in France, 
because he was a relative of the Fmperor.” "I 
promptly answered," continued the Due, "that it 
was difficult for me to understand how the Berlin 
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cabinet could take thin view of the matter, especially 
as it was perfectly well known that the Fmperor 
Napoleon had repeatedly said that he preferred a 
thousand times to see the I hie de Mont ponsier on 
the Spanish throne than a Foreign prinee who mi^ht 
form an allinnee with tin* enemies uf France. Vou 
Werther did not. reply, and at that moment thozn^a 
was introduced and handed me the ollieial telegram 
of IVince Anthony of Hohenzollern to Prim." 

This telegram was indeed the withdrawal of the 
candidature, hut without any guarantee, for the fu¬ 
ture. Furthermore, Prussia had taken no part in 
die matter, not even in the eomimmieution of the 
withdrawal to the French government, whieh was 
handed to de Uramont, as 1ms just been said, hy the 
Spanisli amhassador at Paris. All this produced 
an unpleasant impression, The I hike well Mild that 
evening, “Ah things now stand, we might suddenly 
learn some fme morning that Prinee Leopold had 
gone secretly to Madrid and was proclaimed king 
by the Cortes, as was the cane formerly with Ids 
brother in Rmmtnnia, So this Spanish Higmaringen 
announcement is not really solid protection against 
some sly future action. Why, even the prince him 
self has given no promise, to say nothing of the 
King of Prussia, t see in all thin the trieky hand 
of Bismarck. I called the attention of v«m Werther 
to this and asked him if Prince Leopold withdrew hy 
the advice of the king; whereupon, lie very promptly 
and decidedly informed me that William had noth 
ing whatsoever to do with it.“ 

It has been held that thin withdrawal just ns it 
stood was a victory for France ami that she should 
have been contented therewith; hut the govenimoni 
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made a mistake in unking 1 for more and that the 
government in alone to blame for a revival of the 
conflict with the unfortunate denouement, which fol¬ 
lowed. Rut it bun always seemed to me that this 
charge ia unjust, and I know that the Emperor, who, 
by the way, ia not reaponaiblo for Hit* .second phaao 
of the incident lit*, like* the Empress, would have 
been willing to atop here, though they fully recog¬ 
nized the force of the arguments against such a 
course - allured this view of the matter. lie and the 
Empress were of the same mind at the time and they 
spoke of it on more than one occasion in the years 
which followed, U is true that the Prussian am¬ 
bassador sought to attenuate the apprehension oc¬ 
casioned in official circles at Paris at the inadequacy 
of the withdrawal. What he said on this point to 
the Due do (Iramout, he repealed to the Emperor 
and the Empress twice. “The foldings of his 
Majesty for your Majesties and Franco,” said 
Baron von Werther, referring to the King of Prus¬ 
sia, “are of tho friendliest description. It is his 
earnest desire to avoid all complications. When 
he consented to the Hoheir/.ollern candidature, he 
never imagined that it would he distasteful to 
France and the Emperor.” In these words were 
all the elements of a peaceful solution of the diffi¬ 
culty, and tin* Emperor felt that they should he 
given such n form ns to satisfy public opinion and 
guarantee us against the further scheming of Bis¬ 
marck, One has no idea to-day how haloful at this 
moment was the* personality of the chancellor. J do 
not say whether his conduct up to that moment de¬ 
served such an arraignment; 1 am simply stating 
the wav in wlfch he was looke 1 unon bv the official 
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world and the general public at Paris. Without 
Bismarck, 1 believe tin* difficulty would Imvc ended 
there, and I know this was always the belief of the 
Emperor. 

Before the interview between tin* lhie tie (Irmuoni 
and Baron von Werthcr broke up, tin* former asked 
the latter to request the King of Prussia to write a 
personal letter to the Emperor on the subject. At 
this moment, M. Emile Ollivier joined in the convex 
sation, having just eume from tin* legislative body, 
and he too urged the ambassador to labor in the 
cause of peace. “Tin* deputies are greatly pleased 
at tin* favorable turn whieh the negotiations have 
taken,” he said, "hut I must admit that this first 
movement has given way to one of anxiety. The 
Right is restless and tin* Left is clamoring for ex¬ 
planations ; all demand guarantees for the ftp 
ture,” Tin* Due. de (Irmnonf again telegraphed to 
Count Benedetti to endeavor to obtain some such 
guarantee. But tin* king would m»t speak. So it 
was impossible, because of tin* restlessness of the 
deputies, to turn to advantage Ibis unquestionably 
first success in the negotintions. The Emperor well 
described the situation when he salt!: "’At this mo¬ 
ment, tin* role of the cabinet was very diffieult. Any 
impartial observer must admit this. The govern 
ment was forced to presold a bold front to adver 
saries from whom we wen* trying to obtain coin 
cessions, who were probably not adverse to a quarrel 
with us and who wen* bent un throwing on us tin* 
responsibility of a rupture." 

While negotiations were being carried on at Hms, 
French diplomacy wan busy at foreign courts. " We 
must not leave a stone unturned/’ said the Em- 
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Tims all flu 1 cabinets recognized as legitimate the 
French opposition to this ilohenzolleru candidature 
and all agreed that it should he withdrawn. But 
it was scarcely to In* exported that they would go 
further than this, as each power umhed to avoid a 
rupture with Prussia and to tvmnin on friendly 
terms with both Prussia and France. ('mutt von 
Beuat was espeeially nervous, and mi duly II th, sent. 
Prince de Metternieh a confidential menage, which 
was shown the court. lie urged abandoning any 
thought of war, pointing out things all knew, that 
the understanding between Vienna amt Paris did 
not require Austria, under present conditions, to 
cooperate effectually with Franee against Prussia, 
The count even eriticized the inaimer in which the 
negotiations were conducted at Huh. "Uur only 
obligation n said the Austrian foreign minister, "‘is 
not to enter into an agreement with any other power, 
and in this we shall he faithful to our promise.” 
The truth of the matter is that von Betmt wished 
to see how the chances of war were to turn before 
going as far as lu* surely meant to go if victory 
began to perch cm French banners. But the early 
defeats put an end to all hope of aid from Austria. 
In a word, in order to preserve pence, all the cabi¬ 
nets advised Berlin to abandon tin* Hohenzollern 
candidature and not one of them even thought of 
suggesting to the French government to nee.-pf this 
candidature, which would certainly have been done 
if there had been the slightest doubt as to its right 
to object to this candidature. It appears evident 
*to mo that consequently the different European gov¬ 
ernments did not consider that peace was threatened 
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by exaggerated sensibility at the Tuilorios but by 
the* astute conduct of Bismarck. 

The closing acts of 1 h 1 h Ilohcnzollcrn incident 
are too well known for mo to go into them again 
hero. I will, however, ntatt* a few facts with which 
1 am acquainted that may add a few new lines to 
tin* general picture. For instance, a war like inter¬ 
pellation of M. ('Fluent I hivernois, always a warm 
friend of the Emperor, was said to have been au¬ 
thorized by him. Bui this is not true. Tim Emperor 
had absolutely nothing to do with it. As I have 
already said, alt through this terrible affair, he was 
for pence. lie told (’mint Virmerenti ho, and on the 
12th, he said to the late Fount Nigra, then Italian 
ambassador to Paris: ‘'This news means peace. I 
asked you to come so that you could telegraph it 
to the king, 1 have not lmd time to write his Maj¬ 
esty. I know that public opinion is in an excited 
state and the people are crying for war. But this 
declination of the throne is a satisfactory solution 
of the difficulty, and removes, at least for the pres¬ 
ent, all danger of war.” Fount Nigra has reported 
this conversation, and 1 know that it is perfectly 
exact. Tim Emperor used these very words. Nor 
did he speak in this tone to Fount Nigra alone. I 
am also in a position to state* that on thin same 
day In* said to tieimral Boiirbaki: “ You need nut pre¬ 
pare war materials. This assistance on the part of 
the Prince of llolwuxollorn puts a period to the 
conflict. M And yet it has been said repeatedly both 
then and since that the Emperor was eager for 
that war! 







As pud fie conclusions wore the result of the dis¬ 
cussion, this shows how the IOmperor stood. In the 
('onslitutionncl next morning a jounml inspired 
hy M. Fmilo (Mlivior, M. Robert Mitehell wrote: 
“The Prince of f lohenzolleru will not reign in 
Spain. \V(* a.-k an mure and it is with pleasure that 
we weleome this peaceful sohition, wliieh has cost 
neither a tear nor a drop of blood.” I lore a gum, 
is revealed the true spirit whieli prevailed in the 
immediate court eirele at this moment. But 1 can 
give still another proof of this, Lord Lyons came 
and said in tin* name of the Queen's government, 
that it was hoped France would accept what had ho 
far been granted and would not broaden the field of 
conflict. Thereupon, ,\L Muhle Olhvier wrote this 
letter: “The French cabinet, though instructing its 
ambassador with tin* mission of making one last 
effort with the king, was unanimous in holding that, 
whatever might be the result of tiiis fund request, 
we would he satisfied with what had been already 
obtained and drop the matter here.” 

Unfortunately, the moderation displayed by the 
government was not imitated by the public and the* 
legislative body. Furis wan seething with war rum¬ 
ors. The papers made fun of the* telegram of 
“Papa Anthony.” Hopes were* expressed that “the 
patriotism of the deputies would be equal to tho oc¬ 
casion.” Of course*, all tiiis ge>f back to Berlin. At 
the Palais Bourbon the greatest loquacity prevailed. 
A frienel came over and informed the court that 
“the deputies of the Kxtmm* Bight and the Left 
rivalled one another in the arrognnc.y and mockery 
of their eh*portment.” Tin* Urn* de Uramont was 
assiduously engaged in pouring oil on troubled 
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emotion took possession of the nation.’ I was most 
vehemently cheered (‘very time* I showed mysedf in 
public. If I did not cross Faris when I started for 
the army, it was because everybody was so excited 
that we feared the popular demonstration might be 
too intense. Every soldier who appeared in the 
street was tin* objeet of an ovation. Iu the theaters, 
the enthusiasm was intense. It cannot be forgotten 
that one evening at the opera house, the whole audi¬ 
ence sprang to its feet and sang the 4 Marseillaise’ 
in chorus. This delirium for war was only equalled 
by tin* enthusiasm for the dynasty. This last state¬ 
ment cannot he questioned by impartial witnesses 
of what occurred at this moment. 

“Up to the very last, the ministry, and I especi¬ 
ally, thought that peace would not he broken. On 
Sunday, duly HHh, l went from Saint t'loud to the 
Ttiileries to hold a ministerial eouneil, which lasted 
several hours. After long deliberation, l and all 
the ministers were of one mind that declaration of a 
pacific character should he made public. Hut at 
that moment came the famous, perhaps l might he 
excused if i say, the infamous, Ems telegram, cun¬ 
ningly manipulated by t’omit Bismarck so as to 
appear us if our ambassador had been rudely re¬ 
ceived by King William. This falsehood had the 
hoped for result. Those who now are only too prone 
to accuse me of weakly bending to the storm and 
plunging headlong into a war, were then the most 
ungoverned in their delirium and the most eager 
to throw up in our faces the accusation of cowardice. 
The enthusiasm of the people, the current of public 
opinion, the spirit which animated the legislative 
hotly, and tho vociferations of the press should bo 
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bonus in mind if wo arc iu judge rightly thin crime. 
So, after tliu Ems telegram and in the midst of such 
popular domands, tho ministers went to Saint (Uoud 
in 11 10 evening and reversed { lu- derision arrived at 
in tins morning. M. Emile Ollivirr informed mo 
that if the* doolaratiim ultioh had at brut horn do- 
oidod upon had horn mado public, fho general disup- 
pointmoni would have hern so great that tlu* minis¬ 
ters oil Hiedr way to Saint ( 'loud would liuvn been 
rocoivod with shouts of disapproval and thoir oar 
riages polled with showers t »f stones!’* 

In the midst of all (la •so i * v t 1 nt.H, the Empress was 
in tho deepest perplexity. Though it 1ms been de¬ 
clared and often repeated that she was tit favor 
of tho war of IS70, there is not a word of truth in 
this assertion. Though the Empress has been 
blamed as the responsible agent in this calamity, 
she never desired thin war. Km-yuie ea- ily guessed 
what complications won til arke th««r»Trum and she 
know that the* Emperor wan timl nod weary, per¬ 
haps ill, though at that time she wa.s not informed 
of tho serious results of the medical examination 
mado by Dr. See, whieh showetl that the Emperor 
was afflicted with gravel, At the meeting of tho 
ministers, tho Empress strove to show the courage 
expected of a sovereign in hiirfj a great crisis ami 
sho did not hide a feeling of wounded priiie at the 
provocations whieh came from Berlin. In fact, she 
finally accepted with the nation, the cabinet ami tho 
imperial circle, the view that war wan inevitable, 
necessary oven; Imt to assert that Eugeni.- denired it 
or that slio did much! to briny it about, is ahmdutoly 
untrue, there being no solid fuel on which to huso 
such a cruel and fake assertion. The Kinpi 'ess even 
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did not share flic Due*, de ({ramont's opinions as to 
tin* countrv\s strength, nor those of Marshal Loboeuf 
concerning the state <0* the army. Her thoughts at 
this moment were rather on her non whom it was 
proposed to take with the army, in case' of an out¬ 
break of hostilities; nil the diflieulties which would 
forthwith assail the Rmpemr, and on the grave* re¬ 
sponsibilities which would he hers as regent. These 
considernlions in themselves would have sufficed to 
restrain anybody in satm mind from rushing to such 
a conflict f to snv notliing of working to bring it about. 
Kugeuie thrust aside the specter as long as it was 
possible to do so, and when cireumstmices forced 
her to accept the situation, sin* strove to bear her 
part with whai courage she possessed. It has been 
further said that Kugeuie might lmv«* prevented the 
Fmperor from going to war; that her power over 
him was very great and that she made no effort to 
persuade him to abandon surh a dangerous course. 
Tin* truth is that matters moved so rapidly at the 
end and the Fins telegram so complicated the situa¬ 
tion, that neither the Kmpress nor anybody else 
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filler lion* furlltor pruofn of thin fart, whieh b 
(loin* in tho following paragraphs. 

M, Fmilr Ollivier, onro wrote a h-ffer to Hr, 
(Julian oh editor of tin* ('hi oubpn M* tlnuiU , a highly 
respectable French medical jnuruul, in whieh let|t*r 
thin mutter in coinpleh’ly «I i > j u»s * * * 1 of. Tie* t*\t raots 
which follow art* taken from tin* originat form <»f 
thin letter, whiolt differs slightly fmm that in which 
it wan print mi by Or. Fulmars. M. Ollivmr makes 
Uioho separate {mints: 

“ 1. In 1870, tho Emperor \\an MtftVrim? from 
gravel to huoU a degree that bin pltv Oral, iuPdhrtuul 
and oven mural activities wriv quite parody/,rd; 
which HufTtoioutly explains <»ur rrversr* at tin* begin¬ 
ning of tho onmpuign, 

"2. Tin* Empress never win! tin* wnrds attributed 
to hor, viz: ‘This war in my war!’ 

M. Alfred Ompiot, tin* anth<*r "f abb* military 
works concerning tho war of 1^0*. hh\h uu this 
point: “The* famous sentence at11 dmt«-d t«> tin* Fin 
press has boon repeated again and again, printed 
numerous times ami cursed by mothers and all m-hm 
hie Frenchmen. Hut was it ever nft«*r»‘d7 I do nut 
hesitate to answer quite decidedly Xu, In doing mu, 
I am not iu{lm*no(*d by any sympathy fur fh»* Empire, 
for tho truth is I always diOilmd tl»«* iFomr. 1 
nov(*r hide tin* truth, own wln-n it work** uguoi *t my 
own interests, my own desires. I nm u rutdV*,* that 
I have never laid eyes uu a valid written or oral 
proof that such ati atmmiimble speech was avr 
made.” 

Tho son of a distinguished general nf tin* Second 
Empire, who frequently saw tin* E?tipm« during 
the closing years of her life, says in n private letter : 
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“Thai so-called historical exclamation wan invented 
after the event, us frequentIv happens. The Fan- 
press repeatedly denied tin* authenticity of it both 
ill my presence and in presence of others. Nobody 
in her immediate circle ever believed a word in it, 
much less heard her pronounce it.” 

M. Taelmrd, who was a republican deputy in the. 
legislative body of the second empire and later rep¬ 
resentative in Brussels of the (lovernment of na¬ 
tional defense, has said: *0 have always held that 
this assertion concerning the Fmpress and the war 
was false. Wla-n I saw her at (‘up Martin in 1004 
she again declared that she hud never hern in favor 
of the conflict of isfO. She went on to sav: ‘ 1 am 
quit** ready to assume the responsibility of all my 
nets. I admit that 1 exerted my influence in favor 
of the unfortunate Mexican expedition, hut I stoutly 
deny that 1 ever approved of the struggle between 
(lermany and Prunes*, (Juite the contrary, l did 
what 1 could to prevent it. 1 nut home you to de¬ 
clare this in public where and when you see fit.’ 
One of the great sorrows of the Fmprrss is to see 
with what tenacity this legend has fixed itself in the 
public mind and how impossible its uprooting has 
been.” 

Xfill another point in connection with this unfor- 
unate conflict calls for a few words, ft has tieen 
asserted that the Kmperor had tin* power to prevent 
the war if la* had chosen to do so. On this question 
he has left this note.* “There is no doubt that, 
though the head of the Preneh government was then 
only a eonsfifutiojml sovereign, he could have 
averted the disaster of 1H?0. But, it should In* re¬ 
membered that if he had done ho, he would have lost 
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all popularity and boon generally blamed fur such 
a course. Ho would hav«* boon told that ho was 
humble with the strong and arrogant with tho weak. 
Huch charges hud already boon mado, UU conduct 
would have boon deuomnvd on all ham Is. Ho 
would have boon aroused of oulpablo roudesronsion 
towards tho foreigner ami his noth>n would hnvo 
furnished an inexhaustible fund of mutonal to thu 
Opposition. But l am roady to admit that if I hud 
performed my whole duty, 1 should ham* ho<*u wiser 
than tho nation, and should ham* juv\mited tho war 
ovon if I had, by so domic, he.f my crown. l may 
say in palliation, that l uoooptod tho atniggle thrust 
upon uh without ardor, ns a man go*m to tho Hold of 
the duollo because it is demanded by tin* rules of 
honor, not asking wbothor his mh er airy is 
dronger than himself, I also wa-» carried uwav hy 
;ho national outburst, hy my great e«»ulid»*ne»‘ in tho 
drength of tho army, perhaps, fo, to bo perfectly 
frank by dreams of military gh»n, while videos of 
torritorial aggrandizement may lm\ «• got tho better 
for tho momont of tin* cool i-ous»miig *»f tho dates- 
man and sovereign. But if I make this confession, 
it do oh not follow that 1 in any respret accept the 
view which M. JuIoh Fnvre lias sms fit fn ndvanoo, 
that l undertook thin war willing!) nml for d> {matte, 
reasons. (hut any sensible person brlirvo that, two 
montltH aftor a popular vote hnd mun* more eon 
firmed tho former plebisrifums and prove to flu* 
most incredulous how deep roofed was tho Kmpire 
m Franco, I would have thought it necessary to have 
recourse to an eh a terrible ami uue«*rf?iiii **\pedtent 
as a groat European struggle to sustain my power 
and secure a new lease of popularity for flu* dynasty. 
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A successful war could not have made* the Second 


Wrap ire more solid at home, and if it turned emt to 
be a disaster, as unfortunately was the ease, it 
could only overturn everything. The war also meant 
my leaving France with (he best of my army, the 
Fmpress ami tlie Prinee Imperial remaining behind; 
for, though tlie latter did at- first accompany mo to 
the front, it was never my intention to keep him 
there very lung. It meant no reliable ehief in Paris 
and no forees of importance in a great and restless 
capital, where repuhlman ideas had their home, 
where was an almost free press and where public 
meetings eouhl be held at will. To make war under 
such circumstances, unless forced to it, was the act 
of a madman. 

“We furthermore felt that at the slightest re¬ 
verse ami reverses, even in a successful war, are 
very probable there was the risk of disturbances 
at Paris, ending, if might be in a revolution. It is 
evident, therefore, that this war was, from every 
point of view, contrary to the best interests of the 
throne and the dynasty. M. Jules Fuvre hits always 
held that the system of ministerial responsibility 
is irn admirable form of government. Why then 
does la* lay all tin* Maine of this war cm me alone? 
Should not, in his eyes, the ministers at least share 
the* blame with me? Put the truth is that the whole 
country a*kr«l for this war and 1 could not resist 
the current. This w the real fact that the future 
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the lives of peoples solemn moments when national 
honor, violently awakened, heroines irresistible, 
rises above every other interest and takes charge 
of the nation’s destinies. One of these decisive 
hours has struck for France. In answer tit Prussia’« 
latest claims, we offered our objections, and they 
were disdainfully set aside. The country ban been 
deeply wounded thereby, and a rry for war has been 
raised from one Hid of France to the other. NMw 
we, have only to trust to our anus.' And when, on 
July 23rd, the legislative body came to hid farewell 
to me, 1 replied to the President’s speech in these 
words: ( We have done all in our power to avoid war 
and I can truly say that it :; tie- nation which, l»y its 
irresistible outburst of popular feeling, lias derided 
what we should do under these solemn eiremit 
stances.’ While I do no! wish to shirk my slum* of 
the responsibilities which fall to me, t, before as 
after the, defeat, wish simply to establish clearly in 
the eyes of the world, that l did not lead the country 
into ft perilous enterprise for any petty dynastic 
motives, hut that 1 was warmly wieotirmmd, if not 
actually forced, to undertake the war of iHftt |,y the 
outspoken demands of French public opinion repeat■ 
cdly and very openly expressed.” 

On the eve of the outbreak, the emperor made a 
strenuous effort to bring about a•* close an alliance 
as possible between France and Atidria, In March, 
Archduke Albert, who was considered on** of tin* 
host generals of the day his defeat of Victor Km 
manned at Ouster/,za, in l KM, still being freMi in the 
publio mimP came to Paris, when* he was warmlv 
welcomed both by the court and the French military 
loaders. The Archduke was received several times 
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by the Emperor and the question of an alliance 
between the two countries was discussed at those 
meetings, The Empress had in her possession this 
minute on these negotiations: “The Emperor and 
Albert outlined a general plan of campaign in east' 
war should break out bet ween Prance and Prussia. 
We do not desire a war, but the preparations being 
made on the other side of the Khiue cause us some 
anxiety. In any case, it has been agreed that the 
Archduke on his return to Vienna, will speak with 
tin' Emperor Praneis .Joseph on the subject and if 
necessary an ambassador ad hoc. will leave Paris for 
the Austrian capital. Enter, on May PMh, Napoleon 
had consulted with him a half dozen of the child 
generals of the war department and laid before them 
the plan which had been submitted by Albert, in 
accordance with which a Preach army was to join 
the Austrians in Bavaria, while Italy would send an 
army beyond thi* Tyrol, The Archduke counts on 
an uprising in llaimver and the South Herman 
states, and he even believes that Denmark will join 
in the war, if one mutes about, which 1 most sin¬ 
cerely trust will not be the case. But all think the 
weak side of the plan to be the condition laid down 
by Austria that she must have six weeks to prepare 
from the moment the war breaks out. The Emperor 
and (lie generals do not hide their anxiety as to 
whether the Preneh armies could hold out alone for 
ho long a f itne.” 

It was believed later, if not at that time, that 
Frnnee’s so called ally was eager to reap any ad¬ 
vantage which might come from the war, but was 
less anxious to share in the dangers of our hoped■ 
for victories! Putt the Emperor was determined to 
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hi ft the mutter to tin* bottom, ami so sent, an wan 
agreed, a special envoy to Vienna, Ueuend Lebrun, 
who boro with him an autograph letter of Napoleon 
III to the Emperor Ernneia ,Itr*rpb. I havo thin 
momorumimn of tin* general conn-ruing this import¬ 
ant mission: 

“My instructions won* to draw up in writing ami 
havo signed ilu* military agreement math* in Paris 
between tho Emporttr and the Arobduko Albort. I 
wan to inniHt upon tin* importanoo of Austria enter¬ 
ing upon tho campaign uilhout nu\ tb*lay, an she 
proponod. I was to point out fho clangor and the* 
inconvenience of this *d\ w*ekM time* for mobile/,a» 
lion. I ntartod for Vienna on May “Mb, but did 
not go at might through, an 1 die! not w mb tec arouse 
suspicion and wanted, at tin* Mime time, to get an 
much knowledge* an possible of tin* Ml untune in (ter* 
many. So ! did not reach tin* Amdrmn capital till 
.Tunes 6th and cm tin* following day 1 was received by 
tho Archduke' Albert, Hut then* wa.s nothing en¬ 
couraging in our conversation, The Archduke 
would make no promises, and said that when In* took 
up tho military question, it wan Mtiiply from a theo¬ 
retical standpoint. ‘Austria cannot promise what 
she cannot do/ he said. There won nothing definite 
in anything he* Haiti, lb* avoided all polifienl mih- 
jeets, confining Ida conversation entirely to military 
mattorH, Ho laid stress on tin* Mowings of mnbili- 
nation in Austria and declared il would be* impos¬ 
sible to abandon bin deumttd for the sis. weeks of 
grace. We had throe different eouvemutioma but 
in all of thong the prince was ooinnmuientive only 
in the matter of Htratogicai advice*, dwelling pnrticu* 
larly on the propitious moment for bemiming a cam** 



paign, if one became necessary, an ho believed would 
bo the case, ‘ Prussia has ibis idea firmly fixed in 
her head,’ he said, * hut site will choose her hour. ' 
However, to all my proposals of a really practical 
nature, the prince opposed a mm )>ossumus. 1 did 
not expect, 1 must confess, such an unbending atti¬ 
tudes and 1 came away convinced for my part, that 
Austria was adopting this policy of delay in order 
first to see what turn events took and to come out 
openly ami squarely on our side, only in case she 
saw victory perching on our banners. 

4 * l was received by tin* Fmperor Francis Joseph 
on dune Kith, at the castle of Luxemburg. The 10m- 
peror was very cordial in manner, hut very reserved 
whenever I touched upon the question that had 
really brought me to Vienna, tie said, among oilier 
tilings: “1 wish it. to he especially clear that l dis¬ 
approve of any act which might he taken ah irato, 

1 desire peace and shall go to war only if 1 am forced 
to. I take* the same view of the mutter as that ex¬ 
pressed to you by the Archduke Albert. We must, 
above all, have the six weeks’ delay. It would be 
impossible for me to begin hostilities, if any in fact 


uperur Francis Joseph stated tin* only hypothesis 

n, he could join forces with 
is point: * If the Fmperor 
p{ or to declare war, threw 
into the smith of Germany, 
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not as an enemy Imt as a lihcra!<u% I would find my- 
Ht‘11’ obliged to unite my into to his. Kmler these 
circumstances, l could not, in tin* eyes of my peoples, 
do otherwise than join my troops to ids. Thin is 
what I wish you would say to the Kmperor Napo¬ 
leon 111.’ 

“1 now found myself on very delicate ground. 
My instructions were to consider onh the military 
question, and I was now brought face to faro with 
the strategical cooperation of the two armies before 
it was decided under what eirrunidnnoeM ami in 
what eventualities they were to he united. Not feel¬ 
ing authorized to ask for mure definite explanations 
mi this head, I replied to the Kmperor, nu fallows: 
‘The very aim that the Kmperor Xupolmu hud in 
view was to establish in advance -suite uuderduuch 
lug, ho that in ease of war, the armies umrh! not lie 
taken by surprise when in the act of mobilization.’ 
But the Kmperor Francis Joseph again confined 
himself to men* generalities ami finally let me see 
that he considered tin* audience at an end, tins being 
done in a most polite and cordial manner. ” 

The mission had settled nothing definite, and this 
was admitted in the very detailed report which Clem 
oral Lebrun handed to the eiuperor on hh return, 
the gist of which is given In the foregoing shorter 
memorandum. 
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AI'TK.n tin* disasters around Metz, (lit* Kmperor 
Napoleon left the army mi August Kith, at four 
o’clock in flu* morning. Th«* tmops hat! just crossed 
the Moselle ami wen* wt rikime their tents in order 
to contimii* their retreat. The imperial carriages 
reached Verdun during the day. Hut tin* Kmperor 
found no news awaiting him there from Marshal 
Bn‘/.aine. "I mtppnM’d,” says Napoleon in some 
manuscript notes mi tin* war, "that the maneuvers 
which had been decided upon before l left Met 1 /, were 
being carried mil. After giving orders for the* re- 
victualling’ of the army, I eonliuued my route to¬ 
wards t'haloiis, where 1 arm ed, with a few u {beers 
of my military household, in a third elans railway 
compartment. This sorry conveyance did not bear 
much resemblance to flu* ‘luxurious equipages/ 
which I have been accused of using and wliicb, it 
wan said, ‘cumbered the road and hindered the 
movements of the troops.’ I noticed much disorder 
and considerable confusion in the neighborhood of 
Mmmnelon. t 'tcnsils and provisions were heaped 
up then* in view of the formation at that point of a 
law* army. But the various services were unable 
to cope with such a law* undertaking. Trains were 
coming and going incessant lv, and fresh troops from 
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of the' ! lit it corps and fragment* reaped from the 
difmntcr of ReichsludTrn. Mar-dial Mae Mahon’a na„ 
fortunute* soldiers were tired ami ill, mul presented 
a pitiful night, whirls tilled my heaii with sorrow.- 
Wo foil very nnxiotn* i>vrr th*‘ --a*! j*l- cht * *f Mac* 
MahcmV turn mul were m«»iv m t \ «<k . a.II mit the 
situation at Mot/,. After lu-rme hot fntiilr ,•« efforts, 
Bazainc"a march hmi been Moppi-d, «•« J mu , tl 
learned, and it now appeared nope Mde that the two 
armies tnmkl join hands. If d none and more 
probable that tits* t‘hahoiH ai my wim ?«« find itself 
alone in tin* faro of tit** PruM-nm* iiuoh, An hour 
an t reached (‘hahoi*, I fnlh r.-dh/.**! the failure uf 
the plan on which I hint •«! lu*{*« tu!H counted. 

M At t Talons, ton, I got had new *« 1 r*>m Puns, My 
information mul m follow*: ‘The got.eminent «f 
tin* l‘hnpreus Regent in painfully struggling again*! 
the* dinioultioH of a vend itdimos'-f f att%*< tThe 
Opposition ih tlaily becoming nn*re seditious and 
dangorouH, Tito people are nest at * d and laboring 
under grout excitement; they ate being worked into 
a state of effervescence by unscrupulous runnpirutnrK 
who have hut one aim tit v*»*w, t>» t!**- ud\outage 

ol the eon fused situation in order to advance their 
own intoroxtH, Ho fur, we l»ivr k * j * t m re».t mint the 
revolutionary groups, to spite of their eontiiiitiil 
efforts to make mischief. Hot such dangerous ugt- 
tfttora tin Phmrens and \m friend* are biting their 
heads again and taking new heart mot the new* »f 
our disasters at the front. There t » n strong bond 
of union between the radical left, the extreme or* 
gaits of the press and the workingman *h Interna 
tionil, The headquarters of the movement i*i in the 
Bu© do la Hourdiere, in it limm* which has long 
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iairy of August 10th* appointed under painful eir« 
eumsfances, after our first defeats, was not in this 
rouped, up to the mark. 1 himtru fo tohl that the 
ministers were loyal ami devoted men, each one 
possessing marked individual rapacity, hut with¬ 
out popularity or any iulhwuec on fin* country at 
large. In fact, the Empress Mood rather alone, 
in the midst of snares and difficulties of all sorts. 
Her patriotism, the courage which dm had shown 
on many occasions and the popularity which she 
had enjoyed in happier days, did md suffice in those 
stormy moments to net an a wry strong bulwark 
in defense of the sadly menaced thrum*. She knew 
the changing Fremdi spirit, the lack of stability 
among the people when the wind verj vd. Sin* felt 
that, belonging to no ruling family, and the wife 
of a sovereign who hud been elected by the nation 
and had not heim put on the throne by ancient 
tradition, she could not hope to count on those 
dynastic attachments which are ho \ahmble in hours 
of clanger. The France of to day is not like Aus¬ 
tria or Spain, when* old and chivalrous sentiments 
gather all the closer round the throne, especially 
if occupied by a woman, I was ill, m-rmune by 
disease at times, defeated at the very beginning of 
the campaign in a war which had boon forced upon 
us and which at that moment was drawing down on 
our heads anathemas amt reproaches. There was 
not a magic first rate statesman mmr the Empress. 
Those who had helped to build up the Empire* like 
Moray, Billnult, Pelissier and St. A maud were 
dead, or had withdrawn from active life; like Per- 
signy and Boitelle, while liouher, President of the 
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live Body would not have been inclined to permit 
his return to rout power, and Fnnilo Ollivier, to whom 
wan wrongly imputed tin* responsibility for the dec¬ 
laration of war, eould not well be consulted since 
ho had been roughly pushed from office. Such was 
the state of 'the pillars of the Kiupiro* at this criti¬ 
cal hour. 

“M. Fmile Ollivier, by the way, was one of those 
who was loudest in demanding that l return to 
Paris, lie said repeatedly to the Fan press: ‘ The. 
presence of the Kmporor at. the capital at this mo¬ 
ment is absolutely necessary. After Moscow, after 
Waterloo, Napoleon 1 hud not hesitated, under simi¬ 
lar circumstances, to leave the army in order to re¬ 
turn to Paris, give eonfulenee to the public and lay 
at rest all idea of sedition. Napoleon III should 
follow the excellent example set by bis great uncle. 
Ills presenee can alone give the neeessary impulse 
to the wheels of government. IIis authority can 
alone strengthen (he weak hearted, restrain the 
ambitious and bring* calm on every hand.’ 1 fully 
realized the whole meaning* of this new call made 
upon me and which was so well summed up by M. 
Ollivier. When the retreat of the Metz army was 
first decided upon, my own mind was made up to 
return straight to the capital. The subject was 
taken up at t 'batons and long discussed. The move 
was finally condemned and I reluctantly bowed as¬ 
sent. *’ 

A close friend of mine has left the following 
memorandum on this point: “The day after the 
Fmm*ror’s arrival at Ohnlnns. Generals Trochu, 




had remarkable intelligence, it was often very I 
directed. He always had a ft*rHl**iu*y to draw m« 
to the men who blamed the* policy of the Kmpi 
and his aftinitieH were numerous with Genei 
Troehu, a hypercritical and dissati'dmd man. Hr 
lmd condemned tin* war, both wmv opposed to { 
regency of the Empress ami hold desired tti nnni: 
Into, in ho far as possible, law influence. So win 
after consulting together on this oern* hm at t'} 
Ions, they proceeded to tin* Imperial quart ■•rs, th 
were agreed as to the principal steps whieh -hot 
he counseled and supported, The day before, t 
Prince lmd held that Napoleon *s return to Pa 
wan impossible of execution, and had told Ueuei 
Eehmidl mh much. Hut now he favoreil the pi 
of bringing tin* sovereign to tin* capital, hut tint! 
cover of General TroehtPa popularity. If win a! 
understood that Troclm wan to he made govern 
of Paris. 

“The Emperor wan suffering greatly that di 
Nevertheless, he rereived the generals very kite 
in front of his tent, and a long conversation eu.su 
regarding the slate of Hu* army. All were of t 
same mind that it was impossible !»» remain Imsjy 
in a camp which ottered no means of defense, enj 
sially as tin* rendition of the troops fheinselvea w 
not satisfaetory. General Pert haul, who eomimu 
3d the eighteen battalions of the Mobile Guards 
Hie Seine, said: ‘My men are neither fu 
equipped nor anm*d, mu* sufficiently drilled to 
iny good in the open, though they ran be reli 
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mind, them* young men will tight much better if 
they are .stimulated by the thought that they are do* 
fending their homes, dins in their right and duty*’ 
The two generals insisted ho strongly on this meas¬ 
ure that it was then and there derided to send back 
these Mobiles to the capital. Hut before thin was 
finally settled, it was suggested that the battalions 
from Helleviih* and Montmartre who of course were 
not over friendly to the regime, now that they were 
out of the eily, be kept mil and be sent north. But 
it was fen red that this exceptional measure would 
offend the suburbs and do more barm than good; 
and so the order was given (tenoral Herthaut to 
take all of his Mobiles buck, 

“Tlien Hrinee Napoleon brought the conversation 
round to the situation at Haris, ami said on that 
burning topic: * At this critical juncture, l think 
that the Ktnpirc should lean not mi the ministers 
and the statesmen whom publie opinion holds re¬ 
sponsible for tin* unr, but on (be liberal party, on 
those who are in accord with this public, opinion, 
without any regard to what were the past acts or 
ideas of these persons.' General Schmidt, chief of 
General Trorhu 'h staff, and his intimate friend, 
supported the Prince's views in these words; * The 
situation is very serious. 1 think it my duty to as¬ 
sure your Majesty that to my mind, at this present 
juncture - August 17th our only salvation lies in 
hastening to Haris, whirh l have just passed 
through. I hear it said that your Majesty has not 
made use of General Trorhu because he is thought 
to have a leaning towards the Opposition. Hire, my 
opinion is that your Majesty should return to Ham 

H Yifl VI ii taaii f % &»** **.***4 t ^t***#***!* it i***%4fc*t*#**%«» 4 It ** "k fWefJf’Yli 
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Your pnwnt situation cannot hint, you arc* not 
on your throne!’ 'true,’ remarked the* Km* 
poror, ‘it looks an though i had nbdiented.’ " 
Prince Xnpoleon ban left thin u**t*•: *‘l pointed 

out to tin 1 Km per or the odd position which In* thru 
occupied, being neither the bond of tht* govern- 
ment nor the* bond of tin* army, I warmly praised 
General Trorlm, who bud oppos'd thin war an ho 
bad opposed all the other war,'* of ib«* Seeond Em¬ 
pire. I to had urged tin* reorganization of the army 
before indulging in enmpfiitfns; and bermme of thin 
good ad vine, bo had boon looked upon with huh- 
pinion. But at present, bo could exercise great au¬ 
thority. and be in unquestionably v«*r\ popular, 

* Lot him put these iuh outages at your sen ire,* t 
said, addressing myself diioeily to tbo Emperor, 
Mike the brave mini that lie in but whom von have 
misjudged, Appoint him governor of Turin. In- 
truHt him with the defence of the town, Smd him 
on a few bourn in advance of you. Ltd him an 
nounee to the tnlmhitautK in a prorlumatem \Uneh 
bo will draw up, your arrival among' tln-m. You 
will find that all will go well.’ 1 eoubl nee tSuit the 
Emperor wan somewhat taken aback b> *ueh n sud¬ 
den proposal. He turned to enter hie tent, motion- 
ing to MaeMuhou, who bad just come up, to follow 
him. He said to the Marshal that he wished to 
apeak with him, and when limy were alone, ex- 
copt for me, the Emperor asked Mae Million point 
blank if General Troohu emild be trusted. Tin* 
Marshal said be could. Thereupon fin* Emperor 
came out to General Trorlm and asked him whether 
bo would accept the mission proposed by me, Tro- 
ebu said in reply : * A grave injustice bits been done 
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itth and political part which nm>t be condemned 
by every fair minded Kfmbiit «»!' Ih#* fact* in the 
eHHe. ‘ General Troehu was a grumbbr,* Napoleon 
III once Haiti of him; 'aud y**t it inti^t not be thought 
that he had been thrust into the shade during the 
Empire. On tin* contrary, i had given him several 
positions of trust.* After tin* coup d'etat, when the 
army was asked to give its opinion of the new form 
of government, Major Troehu wrote these words on 
his ballot : 1 1 vote No because it in my duty to do 
sod When the Emperor was told of thin incident, 
years afterwards, he remarked: 'Trorliti was al¬ 
ways fond of phrases.* Some weeks later, when the 
Empire was well under win, Mur Mia I d«* Saint Ar¬ 
mani ottered him the position of anMOant ehief of 
staff at the War Office, a post of high front and 
very tempting to a young officer wince military 
services and reeognr/.ed worth were the causes of 
the offer being made. Oreliuiug the appointment, 
the major wrote to his chief; Mf I accepted, l 
should compromise your position; my situation is 
too delicate.’ ‘ Again, phrases,* comments the Km* 
poror; ‘if hi* hud said his health was delicate, he 
would have been nearer the truth.* 'Hut l wanted 
that officer,* said to me on one occasion Saint Ar¬ 
ound, ‘and l wotiiu *, * take No for an answer, Of 
course there were many aide officers who would have 
jumped at this ehnuee. Hut it was Troehu whom I 
wanted, in which matter l was simply following also 
the wishes of the Emperor. So l again offered him 
the post. He still hesitated; whereupon I took the 
bull by the horns and ordered him to assume his 
duties at the War Office, The young officer obeyed, 
entered immediately UtlOIl his dot ies show**,f him 
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self t<> bo “the right man in the right place,” and 
collaborated with unquestioned zeal in all the acts 
of my administration. 1 became all the more, at¬ 
tached to him by the very fact that 1 had been 
forced to conquer 1dm. In isfel, l took the newly 
made colonel as my aide de camp to tin* Crimean 
War, where he played an active part in the organ¬ 
ization of (he army and spared neither pains nor 
labor in his work, lie grew in my estimation as 
tilt' war progressed, anti after the battle of the' 
Alma, where lie won the grade of brigadier general, 
there was some talk of making him the* chief of 
staff of the French army. But he declined this 
honor in a way quite creditable to himself, on the 
ground that he would not take from (Jenoral de 
Martiuprey a post which he lmd grown up tod 
“Trochu was wounded at the attack on Malakoff 
and was sent back to France, where lit* was offered 
the command of the infantry staff. As usual he re¬ 
fused, basing his refusal on the fact that his ideas 
were not in ureiu'd with those of the Kmperor in 
the matter of arm) reorganization. The Fmperor 
has made tins comment on this net: • Here on the 
contrary, was Tn»ehu*s opportunity to assert his 
ideas. But Ids first impulse was always to imagine 
that he \um bring cm unfed. If we offered him some 
post, lie thought it was done because it w m a bad 
post, tine wla*re he would risk losing his renown, 
lit' was always o\t*r anxious to assert Ids indepen¬ 
dence. You cannot, by flit* way, have a very high 
idea of Trofim's generosity of character if you read 
Ids ”Notes on the Crimean Campaign.” For all 
these reasons, and for others besides, 1 was not ho 
eager as wen* others to give 1dm an important post 



MBMOIHK UK TilK K.Ml'KKSS KKUKXIK 


at the* moment of our t Ji huh! t*rn. And I saw later, 
that I had had goad ground fur holding thin opin¬ 
ion of him.’ 

“During tin* Italian war, his division fought bril¬ 
liantly under tho ardors of t 'uurobert, * sp, i-ially at 
Solferitm, and a your later, mi neeount of las au- 
perior qualities an revealed in f l»i> Dalian campaign, 
In* wan offered tin* command of the expedition to 
China, But horn In* again refused the proffered 
honor, and it wont to ( leneral do Montnnbnn, who 
became later t‘omfe I‘alikm*. So Tmelm thus hint 
being nmdu a noble, which would have greatly 
tickled Iuh vanity, Ur based hK refund on Ids wish 
to devote himself to ‘tin* iutere-4 mg work at tho 
’War (Iflire’ hut wrote to a friend, who later showed 
me* tin* letter: *They wish lo get ritl of m»*; but 1 
must not go, fur suppose that something should 
occur in Mu rope white t urn so far away 1‘ ’What 
did he mean by thin “something 1 ’ r the Kmperor 
well asked me much later. 

“ From IHfdJ to JHiiT, Troclrn tilleii the much 
coveted post of inspector of infantry find member 
of the staff committee, lie might have been a sen¬ 
ator and an aide de camp of tin* Kmperor. 'But 
he was always sulking/ says Napoleon 111. Vet 
the Kmperor’s kindness to him wan very great, lie 
had heavy domestic responsibilities, for, after the 
death of his brother, who left eleven children, hr 
had come to their aid. Thereupon the Kmperor 
sent a handsome sum of money to fin* widow, which, 
however, the general declined in his sister in law*? 
name, though she and tin* children were provided 
for at the public expense in another manner more 
In accord with the general’s wishes. In lHf»7, he 
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published a pamphlet on tin* army which awakened 
with 1 comment. lie criticized everything, hut did 
nut offer any real remedy for all tin* evils which ho 
discovered. Hut lie was very well received at Fom- 
piegne, when* he came that year, contrary to 1 m 
UHual habit and he wa.s made a member of the com- 
mission formed to examine and draft the now laws 
proposed by the Kmpemr and Marshal Xiel, the* 
then minister of war, enmvrning the reorganization 
of the army, Tim cummanderships uf the corps 
were so distributed in July, IH70, that he was left, 
unprovided for, w hieh great!) rutiled him. Hut he 
was made member of tin* rouneil of the minister of 
war, a most important post at that moment.” 

Such is a brief sketch of this lending actor on the 
scene in the early stages nf the ‘' Terrible Year,” 

I have devoted considerable space to 1dm for tin* 
reason that he was one of tin* severest critics of the 
Second Umpire, ami I wish posterity to get some 
idea of just what them* critics were. E.v mm, disce 
(mines. In a later chapter, the reader will set*, in 
other parts of these memoirs, how discreditably 
(Icneral Trorhtt played his part in lids crisis, one 
of the worst France has ever known. 
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THK hKt‘\S I llAiUOY 

Tixir chapter is bused mi tin* Kmpress’ own per¬ 
sonal recollections mnl «•» the ,** of many of her 
circle, on unpublished letter.*, **n various memo, 
randa and on conversation^ u ith M<\rntl actors in 
the tragic scenes hero described Though much 
Iihh been written and printed cmicrniiiig the entity 
trophe of Sedan, it is believed tlmt the following 
pages contain nmny minor fwi-t ;»n»l Hide lights that 
will bo welcomed by the student «* <»t thin disastrous 
episode in the bod days of the Secmid Fmpire. 

An nickwle-rsunp of the Krnju-i or him loft thU 
hitherto unpublished note: "Technical eoimidern* 
tiona caused Marshal MncMninm to levitate between 
the march on (’arignan and retreat <*u 
The army concentrated around Sedan wan forced 
to maneuver on n narrow space, for, the enemy, 
occupying the left bank of the Memo., carefully 
guarded nil the openings into tin* interior of France. 
The only way to withdraw from this difficult posi¬ 
tion was by the road to I‘iirignmi un the rad, tlmt 
of Bouillon, Belgium, on the north, mid that of 
Misderes, mi the west. Tin* Marshal spent tin* whole 
of August 31, rallying and reding bis troops, and 
put off a final decision until the morrow.. But one 
thing all were even then agreed upon, it was stir 
possible to withdraw to neutral ground, to Belgium 


dun, mt tin* lulls which encircle the town. Measures 
had been taken to parry any sudden attack. The 
chief occupation of the moment was the re victual¬ 
ling of the troops, espeeially as it was evident that 
the food supply could not last Ionic, for, a few Prus¬ 
sian shells having exploded in the railway station, 
the station master hud taken fright and sent the 
convoys forward to Me/.ieres, without orders. A 
company of enquirers, who were to have blown up 
tin* bridge at Ihmehery, was also carried beyond its 
destination by the same train, and the soldiers bav¬ 
in# been finally put down, the locomotive was start¬ 
ed n#nin, carry in# away with it tin* powder supply! 
All of these mistakes helped to invite the Prussian 
attack; hut Mill the Marshal hesitated. In the 
meanwhile, the Prussians had decided on their plan 
of action. You Mottke was imw certain that the 
French army could not move towards Met* and he 
quickly decided to cut off our retreat in the direc¬ 
tion of Belgium and Me/.ieres and thus fore.e ns 
lmek under the walls of Met/,, and they would fall 
on us before we could hope to save ourselves, Ho 
the battle commenced shortly before daybreak, to¬ 
wards Ba/eilies, the Bavarians beimr the first to 
attack us. It was impossible to refuse to fi#ht. 
Plight was unworthy of the French army. In fact, 
flight, in the ease of a demoralized army surrounded 
by enemies, was not prudent. M 

t tenoral do Wimpffen says in a manuscript note, 
parts of whieh have appeared in his pamphlet, pub- 
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the honor of tin* army and the country, was to 
rendor our dofoat as difficult «h piivsibh'. ()ur tirod 

troops, worn out by marches, look of sleep and food, 
worn rapidly losing courage. All f«-It in luuu»r 
bound to accept battlo, however great our disad¬ 
vantages both uk tt* numbers and petition; and thus 
Marshal MaoMalum fought tin* battlo of Sedan m 
are fought all forlorn hopes, tit** men did md fight 
to conquer but fo die with honor. Tho Marshal 
may have boon guilty of many errors by his hesita¬ 
tions, hin marches and counter marches, but ho can¬ 
not be blamed for having fought a battle which he 
could not refuse. lie wits thrown from his horse 
about seven oYIoek by the bursting of a ,-diell which 
struck his hip. Forced to leave the field of battle, 
ho sent word to tleneral Fuend to take command 
of tho army. Well might the Mondial bless the 
wound which allowed him to remain it stranger to 
tho end of that terrible struggle and relieved him 
from having to sign tin* capitulation which followed. 
Meanwhile, the Emperor mounted Ism horse and re¬ 
mained on its hack almost the whole tiny, although 
he was suffering excruciating pain. lie rode to 
the heights where tin* butteries were In full view of 
the. enemy, whose attention was attracted by the 
group of officers surrounding the huverelgn. They 
were made a target for mimermiw .shut and obeli. 
But not wishing to expose his curort to uuiowensary 
danger, the Emperor left the greater number of 
his officers near Belan, where they were shellerd by 
a wall. He then rode, accompanied by four officers, 
to the crests of the bilk, which In* climbed, now on 
foot, now on his horse, the bombs, in the meanwhile 
falling on all aides of him. Reach imr tin* tom there 
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lu l stood impassible, seemingly inviting death in 
the midst til* his brave soldiers. In tin* meantime, 
General Duerot hud unhesitatingly accepted tin* 
chief command of tin* unfortunate army, lit* com 
Midercd tin* positinn at Sedan very dnugermiH, I 
understand that, tin* day before, In* had studied tin* 
measures Nvhifh might In* takt*n to enable tin* army 
to reach Me/.ieres; ho w In n In* assumed command, tin* 
ft rat t hint: he did wan t * * order thin movement. Thin 
order did not please General Lebrun, who felt that 
he was beginning to get the best of the situation *, 
hut he obeyed unhesitat ingly and began retreating 
brigade by brigade. ” 

Among tin* note.*, left by tin* Emperor in Huh one, 
which takes up tin* narrative at this point: *’ I could 
not understand what this movement of Duerot 
meant, and I hastily sent off ton* of my staff, d'lleu- 
decourt, to ask for an explanation, though my mind 
whh fully made up not to interfere. 1 did not wish 
at such n crisis tit quit the passive rule which 1 had 
accepted. Rut this unfortunate ollieer never re¬ 
turned; he was earned off by a bomb. A change 
of command was to modify all these plans. Two 
days before, Gejicral de WimptTen had arrived from 
Algeria and lmd taken over the command of Eailly *h 
corps, lie knew nothing concerning the army, its 
Hituntion, or the enemy’s position. Hut this did not 
prevent him from drawing from bin pocket a letter 
from tlte War Ollier putting him in command in cane 
of any accident befalling Marshal MaeMahon. Gen¬ 
eral Duemt, like a true soldier, immediately yielded 
hut begged his Hueeessor not to countermand the 
retreat on Me/.ieres ‘which alone can save the army/ 

I .4H »*** tits i «4 6ti* li T 14 I ** i»U Vt f ffiit 


;he firing at I -a Motteolfe, when* I w a* standing, had 
h‘C(Uih' s«> hot that it wa** suggf'ied tlmi wo with. 
I raw a tilth 1 behind n oiiinll w mul wlsi.'ii wan not 
far off: Hut even there the .4***! * u< r« pr.-H*, thick, 
shells contimially burning a* th * • v * t nml the 
branches of tin 1 1 roe*. Ju t lh« n flu* U«e.e ds\ inion 
came up tuul I descended with it t‘mm th,* heights 
into the (Hvotmi* valley, whence I cm.!** up the (\\ v . 
oime hills, where I was joined by ( hm-ral d«- Wimpf- 
fen, to whom I repeated the good ad\ ;r.- which (h'U* 
era! Dtierol had given him, drawing 1*1 •. attention to 


the mass of Prussian froup** maie‘ii\ering in mich n 
fashion as to eventually surround mir fro, ‘flat 
the new chief,' us another oilieef add the m \t tiny, 
1 was filled with prenumpthm ami CMjdtdeuee us to 
the* result of the fight,* If is *pdf** t rm- flmf, point¬ 
ing to the swarming enemy, tm Haiti t.* m**: ‘1 beg 
your Majesty not to be froubb d of n bat sec; 
In two hours I shall haw nml fh«-m all into the 
Meuse!’ It was most unfortunate that m that hour 
of painful agony, when ho much Imromm w:m shown, 
the chief command changed three time* within n 
few hours, winch tin fit rally pu* rise to ewat lack 
of continuity in the direction <*f the main nv*n a, I 
have always held the opinion expressed to the coin* 
inission appointed to examine into the Sedan eajrlsi 
lation, viz., that f letteral 1 hterof ’m plan w an the most 
rntioiml one, for if if hud failed and if w fl i, iudn d, 
hedged round with difficult wh after n \ ignrous at* 
tempt had been made to open up fIn* M* /iei r , road, 
there was ground to hope that n fan f but of the 
army could have been saved through I’elgmu ten i- 
lory. And during all these changes in our faetics, 
th© Prussian annv eahulv and relent less! v was 
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carrying out von MolikeX vast plan. Two corps 
crossed t hr Meuse at Dotielmry, ami nof meeting 
nay French troops on flu* M<Vmivs mud, hastened 
towards Sedan t<* take part la tfw battle, so that 
before eli-st*n o Vloek, a p.merfn! li iim, cioijfM»se(i of 
l-H ciuiimu, w as established uii I In* hills which Hank 
tlit* right hank of flu* Fining, ami was beating hack 
our posts mi tlm height > on tin* opposite side of the 
valley. In vain tFm-rnl l homy tried to arrest this 
forward im*vemeu! and threw his cavalry against 
(lm extreme right of tin* Prussian butteries. (\»L 
unel de {bulb ffet bul the eltarge with the energy, the 
‘farin’ for vvhirh in* L famous. The brave men 
broke thr*nigh tin* outposts ami reached the .sup¬ 
porting troop.s, hut wen* iiiudde to break the Him 
whirli rained a *how * r of bullets into their ranks. 
An infant r\ altai'k ugnimd the village of Fining was 
rather htwcessfid, Hut ihH was nullified by 1 he 
constantly imTea-'-ing number of the Herman troops, 
It became plain t hat a lieitime. oftVmdv e movement 
was about to begin again U our front. In a word, 
little by little xw were forced to itbamhm the ground 
We bad won, ami ««ur soldiers lefuriied to their 
former position <m the heights. In flits fearfully 
mmtptal struggle, w«• had heueefoith nothing to do 
hut to remain *»n flte d« f* 11 o\e and to prolong ax 
best \\e could a hopeless resistance, Hut already 
desertion ua*» .•»» fling in, the art tilery was being dis 
mounted and it becalm* plainer mid plainer that 
General Hotmv eould imt bold out much longer. 

"In the direction of 1 homilies, the struggle had 
also changed its face, ami when (tenoral Lebrun re* 
reived from (b imial tie \\ iuiplVeii the order to re¬ 
take the positions which ttYneral Duvrut had ordered 
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him to abandon, la* found th* in occupied by the 
enemy who had seized Ihr/cille*. and I,?i Mom'idie. 
Again we look the offensive, hut tli*-r«* wan m» longer 
liie name enthusiasm a* in tie- morning, though we 
had been able to bring up ■amte fivdi troops. Xur 
wan the firing we heard from lie- corps of Ouuay 
of a nature to encourage *»ur poor iso n, who felt 
(heniHidveH nttaeked »m both sides. 

From (lenernl Pnjid’H papers, aiv taken the fol¬ 
lowing details, whieh refrr to the- moment of 

this fatal day: * * Fader a tvjo-eti-sH rain of .sheila, 
the Emperor followed with n mo l eye tin- \ am efforts 
of the valiant army. Sometime* he MiiTered martyr 
dom hut made jm meufinn of hi** own j«:un. 1 ,ater, 
npeaking without hitterim.**'*, hh lie nlw ay . did, he 
made these* rrileef tons: ‘That was a enud day for 
mt'. f had abdicated all authority and all military 
command, ami I wandered m «t the battle field, 
where the dcMtimoH of the empire and tie* d> nasty 
were being bandied, a powerl >‘HH ft jM-etat«*r It wart 
not difficult to «ee what would be the result of thin 
Rupreme effort. If tin- struggle could b« kept up 
for a while longer, the fatal catastrophe might be 
warded off for n time; but that war* all, for what 
could be done, even by the bravest of the brave* 
against Hindi a crushing number of m»-n led with 
a preeiHeneKH of aim and unity of command that was 
totally larking on our aide! * 

“Five I’rimaian corps eovered the region. We 
had not B0,(KK) men to oppose to the «1» nmm ;!unjitMi. 
The wounded, the tleeing, the overturned earnout, 
burning wagon**,—•-nil them* things eaught the eye 
of the Emperor, who was always more alive to what 
followed, than to what wan actually going on in a 


place to a deep feeling- of pity for (he wounded. At 
Sulferino and Magenta it wan noticed that he, the 
conqueror, was profoundly moved by tin 1 painful 
sights he witnessed after the struggle. IIow then 
could he remain culm in the presence of such a 
struggle as this thou in progress at Sedan! It was 
a terrible cunthef, he said later, ‘each stage of which 
was more foarful than its predecessor.’ lie thought 
of the now useless sacrifices, of the weeping mothers, 
of the anxiety of the government, of the sorrow of 
the Km press, whoso courage, however, he knew to be 
equal to the occasion, of the effect (hut all this 
misery would have on Ins young son, who, though 
safe with trusty ofiieors in Belgium, would be great¬ 
ly moved by all that wan happening, and of his own 
tottering throne. At a later period, the Kmperor 
once spoke to mo of this terrible moment in his 
troublod existence: * I then saw that none would 
remember all my efforts to better tin* lot of the 
working classes amt tin* poor; that all would forget 
tin 4 industrial and eommoreial prosperity during my 
reign, the new colonies added to the national do* 
main, what was done for the arts and letters, in 
a word, what a grand place France occupied in the 
eyes of thi' whole world. All this and much due 
would he forgotten and only our faults and mistakes 
remembered !* These thoughts hail u most depress¬ 
ing etTeet on the Kmperor ami finally got him into 
tlu» mood where he wished to die on the battle tldti. 
But even this supreme relief was refused him. *1 
had no tuek that day,* he once remarked with a 
sad smile. At one moment, he got down from his 
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with one hand behind the hill of bus sword. Silent 
and impassible he moved uwr the battle field, a« 
ealndy an though la* wits crossing the grand 
drawingroom of tin* Tuileries in tin* presence of a 
throng of celebrities, lie kept mounting the heights 
to the left of the (tiu'euue wood and would have 
gone on still further if he had nut been Mopped by 
Borne infantry retreating towards the town. Shells 
were falling all about him. Two bombs struck the 
ground quite* near him ami his staff. Tin* horses 
of Oeneral de (’ourson and Captain do Trecessun 
reared and fell, lauding their riders, while the Km* 
peror wan covered with fragment h of earth anti with 
Bmoke, * I tenth plowed very near me,’ he said later, 
‘hut l wan reserved for still greater suffering.* ” 

This statement that the Emperor eonried ileath 
at Sedan in no idle remark, but fri *ml mni fur alike 
agree on tins point. Mv attention wns once railed 
to the Htatement of a Herman journal tin* Stunts- 
anzvitft'r of September H, 1*70 whiefi said: " Ac¬ 
cording to eye-wit nesses at the battle of Seilnu, the 
Emperor Napoleon exposed himself to mieh a de» 
gree that Ida wish to fmd death there was very 
evident,’ 1 ' M, Jennnemd, the Trmps eorrespondenl, 
wrote to bin journal at this same moment: “The 
Emperor wished to die.” The fuel is beyond ques* 
tion. Rut death passed him by as it did Key mi the 
plateau of Mont Saint dean, when the bullets whieh 
ho invited persisted in sparing him! 

The Pajol notes continue*. “Towards eleven 
o’clock, a thick cloud covered Bar.eilles, am! it wan 
aeon that the town was on fire, tlenerid Kebnm’a 
troops were now forced to abandon their last posts 
and to withdraw to Bulan and the adjacent hills. 
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thought of joining Puuay to see wluit wuh pcmnihlo 
in the direction of Mezierrs, Put lu* stum found that 
it whs impossible to reach the bunks of flu* Fining, 
with hiH staff, owing to tin* crowded state of tlu v 
roads. So lu* then derided to return t* » Sedan in 
order to confer with MneMnlum enueermug tin* final 
meaHuren to he taken, am! after fh.it to leave the 
town by the Mezieres gale. Some thirty thousand 
diHimndi'd soldiers filled the afreets, which were Ukn 
a battle 1 field, ho thick and fast came the shots, At 
the moment when the Emperor was eroding the 
bridge over the Meuse whieh cuts the town in two, 
a shell burst in front of bin h«*rse. The violence of 
the* explosion threw down the horse of the Prince of 
Monkowa, who was standing beside the Emperor, 
and canned him to roll under the animal, A thick 
cloud of dual enveloped bin Majesty and the officers 
and soldiers rushed forwarth fearing that he had 
been killed. But the smoke suddenly clearing, rev 
voided the calm face of Napoleon HI, without a 
muBcle moved, and no sign of fear. A loud elieer 
greeted lids Htriking example of cooIuohh. A journal- 
i«t friend wrote me the next day: ‘When passing 
near our coffet* house, n shell burst but u few Hteps 
in front of Ida horse. Hut that strange mask gave no 
sign of emotion. Napoleon simply, with n wave of 
his hand, strove to eheek the cheers.* The Emperor 
rode to MacMnhmPa tptariem** 

Among the heroes of Sedan was tin* Marquis tie 
Qalliffet, whom the Emperor made a general in the 
midat of the confusion of the buttle. Ilia great 
charge in one* of the moat magnificent pages of 
French military history, Ills apparent shunning 
at a later date the men of tin* Empire and his 


rather coni way oi treating a system of govern¬ 
ment which hrnl showered favors upon him caused 
(hmernl tlalliffet to ho judged rather severely, until 
roe,out years, as regards his remind towards tin 8 
Imperial dynasty. But si are his occupancy of tin* 
War <)flier, just before and just after 1U00, pre¬ 
ceded several years before by his clever reorgani 
wition of our cavalry, wliieh opportunity of dim 
finguishiug himself lie owed by the way, to the 
friendship of (Jumbettn, thin brilliant officer has 
been judged somewhat differently. It has been 
found that, beneath an atTeded appearance of in¬ 
difference to persons aiid things, lie really kept in 
memory his former benefactors. He visited the 
Bmpress in exile on several occasions and has not 
hesitated to speak and write in u more friendly tone, 
Xor was tin* Kmpress disinclined to indulgence con¬ 
cerning the former staff officer of the Kmperor. 
Xor did he forget the sympathy whieh slu* expressed 
for him when he was so dangerously wounded dur 
ing thi 8 Mexican expedition, 'fin* Kmperor once 
said to one of his circle: “l feel grateful to Uen■ 
eral de UallUTet for his warm remembrance of us, 
for his visits to ns in Kngland, and for his noble 
and brave conduct a! .Sedan.*' 

The Kmpreus was always ready to explain away 
some of the suliHetpieut nets of bin political course. 
She was always on friendly terms with the Mar 
(juise de tlalliffet, which may have been one of the 
reasons why there wan a little coldness til times 
between the general and the sovereign; for, it will 
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followa: (( Ambition ant! military fanaticism made 
GallifTefc sometimes appear ungrateful to the Em¬ 
pire. The mistake which (* all i lT«*t made when 
thanks to his talents, his vigorous constitution and 
the patronage of Gnmbetfn, he had become one of 
the uncpieslioned chiefs of the new French army, 
was to imagine that, if he aimed his back entirely 
on all his past deeds and beliefs, these would he for¬ 
gotten and forgiven. Others showed greater moral 
courage than he did and they were not made to 
suffer very much for tin* fidelity to the fallen regime. 
But he saw that some officers were handicapped 
thereby, and so did not hesitate to neeept the nmi- 
Hation of forgetfulness, 1 hiring the Commune, he 
showed himself a rut Ideas repressor, and called 
down upon his head flic hatred of the revolutionary 
and advanced parties. So lie perhaps thought it 
best later not to remind the new puhlie that lie was 
once a pet of the Emperor, and eoiise*jueutly did 
what lie could to cause his Hoimpart io connections 
to he forgotten. But In 4 acted finally in a more 
honorable manner and the Empress was only too 
ready to overlook this momentary weakness. M 

GalliffePs heroin charge only delayed the moment 
when the French army was surrounded In- the Ger¬ 
man army. Now tin 4 three angles of the battle field, 
that is, Illy, Fining and Ba/.eillrs, were in the 
enemy’s hands, anti all our positions were threat- 
(‘lied cm the rear and on the flunks. Here and there, 
a few isolated struggles wen* kept up at several 
points, especially in the Gamine woods; but after 
three o’clock, the battle was lost beyond recovery. 
In the direction of Baiun, however, there was stum* 
regularity in the fighting for then 4 General tie. 
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WimpiTeii had brought to hear all tho available 
forces within reach. fie wished to retake BtizciUon, 
anti after a desperate Ntniyj<l<\ really did Htim'ctl 
in geitini: posses 4ou of the village fur a short time. 
But h«* was not supported, {Iji* troops of Douay 
and Duma bring occupied eEewhero, and already 
jirnpiiriug In fall hark mi Sedan, General Lebrun 
wa« forced In follow hu it, wish'd hr did slowly and 
in, good order, and at si \ o'clock, ho was the last 
to pans into Sudan, after having curried on a light 
for thirteen bourn. 

“After talking tin* situation over with Mae* 
Milium," say unpubli-hrd note*, of Generals Fuveroi 
do Kerlnveh and I’ajol, * ■ tin- Emperor ordered Ida 
burnt' It* 1st* Indd in jvndiiu'Mi, jo* In* wished to return 
to tht* lmft.Ii* hold and reach Douay \»s posts. But 
the succeeding arts of tin* tragedy won* following 
ouo another with Mich rapidity thut it was m» hunter 
possible, even for an Emperor to do uhat he wished. 
All tin* street. i and roads trading out of Sedan were 
jammed full with horses, m«at, women and children 
fleeing hefon- tin* fad falling shells, fount lens ve- 
hi ohm of all sorts blocked the ways. The Emperor 
stood waiting f»«r a passage to he made for him. 
lie who MiltVriug terribly after those long bourn 
panned in the saddle. His aides de ramp knew what 
resolution was m-ee.vHnry to prevent himself from 
falling from his horse through sheer pain, anti to 
thin physical suffering wm added an equally oruet 
moral suffrring. Two years Inter, when Napoleon 
wait being operated uptui for the find time, the 
English surgeon, Sir H« nry Thompson, exclaimed: 
‘The Empi*ror umd have been n thousand times 

hui'iifji fit »•«.*iiniti .5wir««dim*lLr rtnriot/ f to* bill fie of 


horse once more, hut while one of hi* aides went 
forward to reeumudter, the Kmperor worn out with 
fatigue, sank into a chair whirls hud been brought 
into the court yard where the party wan waiting. 
The, noise and confusion without was evidently in 
creasing, ami the nature of the tiring told that t lit* 
close of the battle waa rapidly approaching. The 
news from the front grew worse and worse. Short" 
ly before three o’clock, t'nptnin dc Saint llaoueit 
brought a letter from Uenerul tie WimptTen* asking 
the Kmperor to place himself in the midst of his 
troops and try and break through tin* enemy’s lines 
in the direction of (.‘arigmtn. But Ida Majesty hesi¬ 
tated an instant. Though Ida private desire was 
to join the troops, he felt convinced that there was 
now little hope of getting through the circle ho 
closely drawn around Sedan, lie said to the oflircrH 
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for having refused to try to get through to Oarignan, 
an wan proposed <hi thin fatal aftornoon. French 
public opinion wan only too prone to blame the army 
and il.H chiefs for not adopting thin system on 
several occasions during the war. Even after tin* 
wipitulation of tlit* army at Met/,, faith in this sys¬ 
tem prevailed in many minds, and it did not got 
its death blow till the fall of Paris, when an army of 
some .100, (HH) men, protected by walls and forts, 
well provided with ammunition and food, yielded to 
an army of about the same strength, though more 
than one effort was made to break through the sur¬ 
rounding enemy. To try this at Sedan, at tin* mo¬ 
ment when it was proposed by General de Wimp {Ten, 
was simply ‘madness’ us an oflie.er on the spot well 
characterized it. At a later period, General de 
WimpfTen himself admitted tin* impossibility of 
carrying through what he had urged, for the sol¬ 
diers themselves would not follow him. Ho has said 
of them: ‘ I had no unkind word for these men, 
whom 1 was urging to return to the front. They 
were indeed excusable, fur they knew that we had 
twenty generals killed or wounded, some two thou¬ 
sand other officers and a round fifteen thousand 
private's in the same state. We had been fighting 


to leave tne town is sure to tail, m my opinion.' a 
council was held. The Emperor was snrronnded by 
generals who had shown themselves more than 
heroic. G-eneral Ducrot was one of the first to speak. 
‘I shonld like to save yonr Majesty,’ he said. ‘But 
there is now no hope of saving the army, which is 
entirely snrronnded and cannot escape. It is pos¬ 
sible, however, when night comes on, to manage to 
get yon and your officers and a small band of cavalry 
through the enemy’s fines. ’ But in reply to this pro¬ 
posal, the Emperor for the second time refused to 
separate his own fate from that of the army. ‘I desire 
to share the lot of the army, ’ he said, ‘ and I am ab¬ 
solutely opposed to any plan for effecting my escape 
which leaves the army behind.’ All of the chiefs 
declared that it was out of the question to continue 
the fight any longer, that food and ammunition were 
both running short and that the army was practical¬ 
ly crushed, disorganized and disheartened. The only 
thing to be done was to ask for a cessation of hos¬ 
tilities. The Emperor now felt more than ever that 
he should no longer allow blood to be shed uselessly. 

“The question now was what would be the condi¬ 
tion on which the King of Prussia would agree to 
an armistice? It is true that the army was at the 
mercy of the enemy. But Napoleon III believed in 
the generosity of princes, in that generosity which 
he had so often shown himself, notably after Sol- 
ferino, where he treated the Emperor of Austria in 
a most chivalrous manner. ’ ’ 

Speaking of this moment, the Emperor said to the 
Empress at a later date: “I could see no reason 
why Germany wished to prolong the war. I had 
ground to hope that she would not complicate the 
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situation by forcing Franco to accept humiliating 
terms, which would remain a cause of hatred be¬ 
tween the. two nations long after the final peace 
was signed. In a manifesto which the Crown 
Prince of Prussia published at the moment when he 
took command of his troops, he said that Germany 
had taken up arms not against France but against 
me. Bo I naturally coueluded that if 1 handed my 
person over to (he King, this would put an end 
to the conflict and a speedy and satisfactory peace 
could he brought about. I found later, however, that 
this manifesto was an empty word, whose aim was 
to sow the sets Is of discord among Frenchmen and 
to bring about a fresh trial of the* famous system of 
‘war through internal revolutions.’ To disorganize 
France after having beaten her on the battle hold 
and to hand her over a prey to demagogues and 
revolutionists, that was tin* object which Bismarck 
lmd in mind, lie knew that hereditary monarchy 
was no longer revered in France, and what was the 
safeguard of another nation did not at all count in 
France*, where the prestige* of the Bonaparte’S was 
the only thing that could restrain the demagogy. 
The dynasty was suddenly destroyed and Prussia 
ooulel not resist tin* temptation to take an immediate 
advantage of the disaster. However, a few memtlm 
later, owing to the obstinate resistance of France, 
Bismarck wished fern a moment to treat with you or 
with me, frightened by the progress of demagogism 
and the instability of the Government of National 
Defence. But at this moment at Sedan, victory was 
sure, and it was not the Empire hut France which 


temper of Frances* he Haiti, ‘troubles the peace of 

Europe. * ” 

“About four o'clock,” the notes contimus “the 
King of Prussia ordered idi the available artillery 
to gather on the left bank of the Metuse and to com¬ 
mence a bombardment of Sedan. This started up 
fires in all directions. Houses were falling in and 
the punio-Htrieken inhabitants were fleeing anil 
shrieking through the streets. Some of the regi. 
meats showed signs of mutiny ami the officers were 
insulted by their men. The generals were openly 
accused of incapacity and treason was hinted at. 
The municipal council sought out the Emperor and 
beseeched him to put a stop to the firing and save 
the defenseless inhabitants from the horrors of the 
bombardment and the town from total destruction. 
It was necessary to come to some decision in the* 
midst of ‘hell let loose over Sedan' as one of the 
officers well expressed the situation «f that moment. 
All of the generals present were of the .same mind. 
‘But where is General de WimpiTeu?' every one 
asked, for he alone, as commander in chief was au¬ 
thorized to ask for an armistice. General Lebrun, 
who had been sent to find him, returned without him. 
At this moment, the Emperor alone had tt soul above 
personal considerations. As the commander in» 
chief was not there and no other general dared to 
assume the responsibility, if thousands of lives 
were to be saved, he must sacrifice himself. He hud 
had nothing to do with the fatal plan which had 
thrown the army into this yawning pit of Sedan, 
nothing to do with the decisions which had brought 
about the catastrophe, and yet it devolved upon him 
to settle the humiliating business of the armistice 
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mid capitulation. Tim Km}>eror acted quickly. With 
admirable grandeur of soul, in order to save Ida 
soldiers, he re-assumed tho reins of authority and 
signed the painful net rendered necessary by tho 
faults of others. He gave up his own personal lib¬ 
erty for the sake of that army, which, later, so heart¬ 
lessly turned against him and draped him through 
the mud of insult and ingratitude, Korthwith, the 
Kmperor wrote his celebrated missive: ‘ Monsieur, 
my brother: Having been unable to die in tin* midst 
of my troops, { have nothin# loft hut to hand my 
sword to your Majesty.’ 

“At the very moment when the Kmperor was 
finishing this note, ('tdonel von Bronsart arrived 
from German headquarters asking for the surrender 
of the French army and the* town. In tin* meantime, 
the whitt* flu# was hoisted every where, though tiring 
still continued in many parts of tho wide battle held. 
In fact, it was past seven before hostilities ceased 
every where. The struggle had lasted nearly fifteen 
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and undecided; 1ml that of Ociieral tie Wimpffen 
cannot be said to have been very clear or deter- 
mined. Tin* fact in that he had no well thought out 
plan in his head when he insisted on having the 
command handed over to him. The ultieial inquiry 
into the Sedan capitulation concluded that ‘when 
(leneral do WimptTen expressed the hope, that, after 
throwing the Bavarians into the Meuse, he would la* 
able to drive bark the right wing of the Herman army 
or optm a way to Cnrigmm and Mouhuedy, he wan 
entertaining a plan that was not sufficiently plaus¬ 
ible or just Hied under the circumstances tn free him 
from a very large portion of the respon uhility for 
the disastrous events which led to the capitulation.’ 
General de WimplTeu had claimed the chief com¬ 
mand when the battle was not entirely lost and In' 
was anxious to shirk all responsibility when there re¬ 
mained nothing' further to do hut to accomplish the 
painful act of capitulation. Arrived at Sedan, he 
did not go immediately to confer with the Emperor, 
but sent him his resignation. But the Emperor 
refused to reeeive it, saying: "General you are not 
at liberty to resign when the army may yet he 
saved by an honorable capitulation.* 1 ten* was a 
general who eagerly seized the reins of authority 
at nine in the morning, when, if the command had 
been left in General Duerni ‘s hands the result might 
have been very different, and who, when all was 
lost, wished to throw on to other shoulders all the 
rosponsihUtieH of the situation which he hud himself 
created. Some strange thoughts must have run 
through his head during that, fatal day, when more 
than one strong brain seems to have been weakened. 
I have soon a letter of his which contains these odd 
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words: 4 1 might have hidden myself and lima been 
saved. Seme uf I he good people of Sedan urged me 
to do so.’ He appears to have quite forgotten that 
he owed something to an army which had lost 17,000 
men in carrying out his orders.” 

A memorandum in the handwriting of Napoleon 
111 reads as follows: 44 After some reflection, Gt»n- 
ernl de WimptVeu concluded to come to my quartern. 
If was then half past eight in the evening. Hi* sud¬ 
denly rame into the room where l was seated with 
thi‘ other generals. No one cast any blame on him. 
But he, however, immediately addressed me a speech 
which, while it exculpated himself, threw tin* blame 
for tin* disaster on his lieutenants. ‘Sire/ began 
this unfortunate speech, 4 if I lost the buttle, if I am 
beaten, if is because my orders were not executed, 
it is because \<mr generals refused to obey me/ This 
HI timed ucetisufion h-d to a very violent scene, (am¬ 
end IHierof, with puorls suppressed indignation, ex¬ 
claimed: ‘To whom do \ mt refer? Are you speak¬ 
ing to me! Alas! your orders wen* only too well 
executed ! Had urn not countermanded my orders 
to retreat, in spite of my urgent opposition, we 
won hi now he safe and nonud at Mexieres, or, at any 
rate, beyond the reach of tin* enemy*. Oenernl Due- 
rot only spoke llie truth, at least ns regards the 
stopping of the retreat. The discussion now grew 
warmer and winner, until it reached such a boiling 
point that I felt called upon to cheek it. After 
having somewhat calmed down the two officers, I 
requested to he left alone with (hmeml de Whnpffen, 
when i gave him his instructions ami the papers 
drawn up which conferred on the negotiators full 




late in reaching the village <»f Uunchery, when* Gen- 
oral von Moltke wan awaiting them, Hr announced 
Germany’s conditions with it cold arrogance, 1 whs 
told, which Boomed to indicate that no modUienthms 
would la* made in thorn, the French army was to 
become prisoner of war, with all its arms and bag- 
gage, anti, though the oHirers wen* to be prisoners 
of war like their men, they were to hr allowed to 
keep their swords. It was hart! to argue matters 
with over two hundred thousand conquerors who 
possessed Bonn 11 eight hundred eaumm, when your 
own force wan made up of almost disbanded troops, 
surrounded on all sides and half furnished. Never 
tireless, General de Wimpffen did his best under the 
e.immiHtanecH. lie appealed to tin* spirit of military 
comradeship and dwelt on his own position at tin* 
head of an army whose defeat was a foregone eon- 
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better conditions, I cannot accept those you offer. 
I will immediately appeal to the army, urge the 
troops to defend their honor, and we will try to 
make a north* or defend Sedan to tin* bitter end.’ 
The German commander coldly replied, briefly de¬ 
ne r thing the respective condition of the two armioH 
and showing that the Drench nrm> could not pos¬ 
sibly resist any longer. General de Wimpffen then 
took up tin* politieal aspect of the situation, and 
said: ‘Germany should desire a worthy peace. The 
Drench nation is particularly chivalrous and would 
feel very grateful for any generous consideration 
that might he shown her. Such an net would 
diminish the feeling of humility and rentier more 
certain a long and worthy pence. But if, cm the 
contrary, you insist on forcing on us hard condi¬ 
tions, you will excite anger and hatred in the heart 
of all our eiflimns and soldiers. Our national pride 
will he deeply wounded, for the country is one with 
the army and will share with it the same feelings. 
You will thus awaken every had instinct now dulled 
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French Hko other peoples; if they had firmly estab¬ 
lished institutions, such an ours; if they honored 
and respected their inst Huttons; if thidr sovereigns 
followed one another regularly on the throne, if 
all these things were so, why then we might have 
faith in the gratitude of the Kmperor and his non, 
and eHtimaie. it h worth. But during the lust eighty 
yearn governments in France have been ho unstable 
and ho munornuH ; they have changed ho rapidly, ho 
curiously and ho contrary to all expectation, that 
one can rely on nothing in your country. Conse¬ 
quently, it would la* madness, it would be building 
on mind, for any government to base any hopes on 
the* friendship of a French sovereign. ’ 

“These* words meant that Prussia was disposed 
to tread on an equitable basis with me, toil, fearing 
a revolution, who was determined to demand guar- 
nntct'H which would not he affected by any unex¬ 
pected future events. If it lmd been possible to ally 
in Bismarck's mind this fear of some sort of a revo¬ 
lution at Paris, Prussian exactions would have been 
notably decreased. What was needed on that oc¬ 
casion was a man id’ tact, eloquence and persuasive 
powers, who would have made Bismarck see that it 
was Furope which overturned the Kmpire in 1HI-1 
and in 1815, while it was France which raised it up 
again. Such an envoy would have reminded Bis¬ 
marck of the plehiscitum which had so recently re¬ 
corded the nation's wall, and might have convinced 
him that tin* unity would hack me and the Prince Im¬ 
perial in a joint effort to reestablish it firm govern¬ 
ment in France. But unfortunately de Wimpffen 
was not equal to the occasion; he did not seb/e his 
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should be permitted in Paris, he did not declare that 
the army was faithful, and he did not show the 
slightest sign of protest against the suggestion of 
the overthrowing of the existing government. In 
a word, de Wimpffen’s presentation of the situa¬ 
tion, present and future, was far from encouraging, 
and tended to increase Bismarck’s belief that the 
revolutionary movement had already begun to deep¬ 
ly affect the minds of Frenchmen. Why, even de 
Wimpffen seemed wavering! So the idea of secur¬ 
ing material security of some kind before coming 
to terms took a still stronger hold on the Prussian 
diplomat. ‘If I do not feel that I can rely on the 
gratitude of an ephemeral government,’ the general 
still further reports Bismarck as saying, ‘how much 
less reliance can be placed on a nation which has 
always been hostile to Germany. Why, do you not 
know that France has declared war on Germany 
thirty times'? She has not forgotten Sadowa, and 
she will never forgive Sedan. ’ Then, with the great¬ 
est audacity and untruthfulness, he continued: 
‘France has not changed in her old wish to attack 
us. She desired the present war. Napoleon III 
provoked us to a conflict, his object being to 
strengthen his family interests at the expense of the 
popular mania for glory. I am aware that the 
sensible and healthy portion of the population did 
not desire this conflict, though it was only too ready 
to accept it, war once declared. I know, too, that 
it was not the army which was the most hostile to 
us. The part of the nation which clamored for war 
was the part that makes and unmakes governments. 
It was the mob and the journalists,’ and General de 
Wimpffen told me that the Count laid especial stress 
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on thin hint word. ‘Those are fin* people wo wish 
to punish ami fur that purpose we munt go to Pam." 
Than, taking up another topic, In* continued; ‘ Per¬ 
haps otto of those governments wliiolt ronpoctfi 
nothing ami whirls umke> tho lawn that plea.Hen it, 
may be not up in Paris; amt if may not recognize 
tlm capitulation which you an* about to sign for 
tin* army. It might own force tin* officers to break 
their parole; for it is probable that the country 
will try and defend it so-If at any cost. 1 

“(leueral dc Wimpffen wan naturally much of¬ 
fended by tin* violent language of Bismarck, and 
weeing that no ounecHHums couhl be obtained, he 
exclaimed decidedly: ‘I eatmol Mini such a captlula- 
tion, and we shall begin tin* battle again.’ At these 
words, the conference was on tin* point of breaking 
up, when (lenernl ( ’a.Melmm took up the eunvemi- 
lion, Haying: *1 wish to remind you that the Em¬ 
peror Iuih just sent Ida sword to the King and given 
himself up an prisoner ; and lie has douse this in the 
hope of saving the army from too severe termn of 
surrender. His Majesty* in a word, has sacrificed 
hiniHelf for the wake of his soldiers. It wouhl seem, 
therefore, that the King should take flan fact into 
consideration in fixing the terms of this surrender. 1 
Had these remarks been addressed to the King of 
PrUHHia himself. thev miudit uerimtiN have had Home 



wan best for the military and political interests of 
Germany. 

“ Bismarck further said: ‘ What in the sword that 
the Emperor has surrendered! 1b it the nword of 
France or is it simply hin own nword! If it were 
that of France, our conditions could he modified and 
your mission would be of a more weighty character, 1 
Thin rough remark again showed that Bismarck 
deni rial pence and was ready to make concessions 
to obtain it. Ah be feared the possible setting up 
at I’aria of a revolutionary government, which 
really happened not many bourn later, he clearly 
Haw tlmi it wan to the interentK of Germany to treat 
now that, lie had a regular government to deal with, 
and that if thin course were pursued, it would be 
necessary to let me have at my disposition an armed 
furee with which to cope with the threatening in¬ 
surrection at the capital. So, in order to obtain 
favorable conditions, it would have been necessary 
to negotiate, along with the capitulation of the army 
of Sedan, the preliminaries of pence, as was done 
later at the capitulation of Paris. But the generals 
had received no instructions on this head and did 
not dare to enter upon political subjects, though 
here was really the rub; so they honestly answered 
the question of Bismarck with these words; ‘The 
sword to which you refer is the Emperor’s. 1 Gen¬ 
eral de WimptTen informed me that he could see that 
this response particularly pleased von Moltke, who 
immediately said; ‘Such being the ease, the Em¬ 
peror *s net can in no way modify the conditions 
of the surrender.’ ‘Then,’ answered de Wimpffen, 
‘we will recommence the battle.’ Von Moltke replied 
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morning and that hour the firing will recommence.’ 
Thereupon, all the negotiators row* to their loot, and 
the* French generals called for their horses. 

‘ 1 Though von Mullke evidently did not shrink 
from the barbarous thought of turning Sedan into 
a pile of ashes and corpses, von Bismarck, less 
affected by the glamor of vieion, saw in the break¬ 
ing off of the negotiations an indefinite adjournment 
of a pacific, solution of the problem. So he quietly 
proposed (hat all sit down again, which was done, 
when von Moltke once more laid before them the 
condition of tin* two opposing armies. 'We an* su¬ 
perior in numbers and the carrying power of our 
artillery,’ lie said, and said only too truly. ‘ Further¬ 
more, we occupy positions from which it will he. 
impossible tor you to dislodge us, and in a few 
hours wo could totally destroy Sedan.' ' I made 
no answer,’ de WimplTeti said to me, ‘for 1 knew he 
was tolling the truth. But I made one request, to 
the effect that the truce he prolonged until nine 
o'clock in order to call the generals together for a 
ccmncil of war. ‘I am ready to grant that,’ replied 
von Moltke coldly. It was the only concession that he 
made. At one o’clock in the morning, the French 
officers were hack again in Sedan, and de WimpfiVn 
came straight to me to make* his report, saying: 
‘Sire, we are given only the hardest uf tonus; hut 
I tried in vain to secure better ones. We can count 
now only on your Majesty ’h efforts to extricate us as 
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German envoys, Wo there read: “The interview 
opened with a discussion concerning the conditions 
of the surrender, during which Napoleon III walked 
to and t ro in t lie room, .smoking cigarettes and show¬ 
ing himself strangely callous to the situation, leav¬ 
ing matters entirely to the generals and the Prus¬ 
sians/‘ < if course this in absolutely false, for in 

tin' first place, the Emperor was not present at the 
conference, and if he had been, those who knew his 
character, need not be told that at such a moment, 
the Emperor at tin* council-board, his voice would 
have been heard at every point in the debate. He 
said more than mice to the Empress in later years: 
“ 1 only wish I had been there 1” Another idle and 
cruel tale which I have always refuted was that 
representing the Emperor driving over the battle 
field of Sedan in a landau, smoking cigarettes, as 
tin' wheels passed over the bodies of the wounded! 
How tittle they knew him, is the only necessary com¬ 
ment on (his abominable invention. 

The Emperor gives this unpublished account of 
Ids part in the negotiations: “On September 2nd, 
at break of day, I left Sedan with the Prince of 
Muskowa in an open carriage drawn by two horses. 
I mention the number of horses, because a chronicler 
had stated that the number was four, and I am told 
that a still more imaginative person oven attached 
six steeds to our poor vehicle I I had decided to 
make this etTort in order to try and get better terms 
fur tin- soldiers. How could you so humiliate your¬ 
self! somebody has asked. But I did not see then 
and l cannot sec* now anything humiliating in this 
effort of mine to soften the fate of the gallant army 
which had just suffered so severely. Between Sedan 


and I butchery, we met Bmmarek who was on horse¬ 
back. On eat eh ini* night of us, he dismounted and 
.saluted me militarily. We then entered a little 
empty house by the roadside, ami in a mom contain¬ 
ing I remember, but two chairs and a table, nur 
interview took plaee. I tmumdinceh brought for¬ 
ward tlie quantum that wins uppermost in my mind, 
that of getting fair renditions of surrender for the 
army. But I hocus perceived that the t 'omit wished 
to vine tin* state of the army to induce me to take 
up tpicHtioim of a political natures ‘Von Moltke 
alone in competent to consider these army matters,' 
lie Haiti; 'but might we not take up the political 
situation r Of mum* there are md lacking in the 
pant examples of immarrhs who, by making terri¬ 
torial HacriliccH have* got themselves nut of present 
dittieultieH and net themselves tirmly «m their throne 
again. Bismarck evidently thought that some .such 
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I meant to leave (he French nation froo to decide 
that gTeat question tor herMclf through her properly 
authorized representatives. I consequently replied 
to the Count that 'being, at present, a prisoner of 
war, r am not in a position to treat about peace, 
but that the Begeni, surrounded by her ministers 
and tin 1 chambers was ahmo in a condition to open 
negotiations of lids nature.’ At this moment, von 
Moilke came up and 1 immediately asked him to 
permit the army to withdraw to lb-1,‘dan territory, 
then' to remain to the end of the war; or at least 
to delay tin* final arrangements concerning the cap¬ 
itulations until after my interview with the King 
of Prussia which was soon to take place. Von 
Mottke replied that he could not assume such a re¬ 
sponsibility but would lay the matter before Ida 
sovereign. He thereupon left my presence in order 
to see the king before my arrival. I then continued 
my route to llu* castle of Bellevue whore l was to 
meet the king. 

“ In the meanwhile, General de Wimpffen at Sedan 
had called together the generals for a council of 
war. There assembled not less than thirty-eight 
generals, the commanders of corps, divisions, and 



alone expressed the opinion that tin* content should 
be continued, either by the defence of Sedan or by a 
vigorous sortie. But finally these two officers, after 
looking into tin* sit nation more closely concluded 
that they wen* wrong and went over to the majority, 
whereupon it was unanimously agreed to capitu¬ 
lated* 

One of these generals wrote to the Km press a few 
hours later a curious letter which may serve us the 
conclusion to this portion of this {raged\ of Sedan. 
He said: “After the eotmeii of war, de Wimpffen 
called for his horse and, us dmiefed hy the council, 
hurried off to the castle of Bellevue, where In* found 
our poor Kmperor who hud md \et seen tin* King 
of Prussia. I learned that the latter feared that Urn 


Kmperor might weaken his deep hut, or, which is 
more probable, did not wish to perform the dis¬ 
agreeable act of refusing his domain!, and so hail 
delayed meeting him till the capitulation was signed. 
The document had been drawn up hy the Prussian 
staff officers, ami it was an exact copy of the pro¬ 
posals made the day before. Ueiieral de Wimpffen 
then signed it. A IVw minutes lator, tin* King came 
in surrounded hy princes and many officers. Of 
course it was a sail moment for us, and especially 
for our good emperor who, your Majesty wilt re¬ 
member, had not seen the King since the exhibition 
of 18(17, when the Kmperor was at the zenith of 
human prosperity and surrounded hy all the marvels 
of beautiful Paris. How well I recall those brilliant 
days and how it must havu all flushed hack on the 


baptized, vour Majesty wilt recollect, the Review of 
the Three Kmperurs, where by the Kmperor Napo¬ 
leon *,s side rode (his Kim-- of Prussia and the Czar 
Alexuiule!. W *‘11, the xing was very eonx’teous and 
ippeared murh moved. { he two sovereigns remained 
alone for it tVw minutes, and l under,stand, our Km- 
perm* begged tin* King to do all he could for the 
army, and the latter made Home sort of a vague 
promise, 1 believe. Hut what, eould he do, even if 
he wished io, now that the capitulation had been 
signed! The whole matter was settled.” 

There has been enimhleruble discussion in the past 
yearn m to whether Sedan should have fallen as it 
did and when it did. At first, all of the critics did 
not agree *m this point. Hut to-day, there can bo 
no two opinions among students of the. question and 
impartial minds. For a long time however, the 
public mind wuh poisoned by falsi- stories concern¬ 
ing the part pla\ed by the Kmporor,—stories circu¬ 
lated at the moment when home politics was very 
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fate, without exhibiting any haste, retaining his 
customary and indifferent attitude.’ U in also my 
opinion an further expressed in my hook, that if the 
firing had not been stopped ‘Sedan would have been 
lighted up like a torch,’ and that ‘the imperious 
necessity of the capitulation is evident even to the 
most foolhardy of officers,' I see no objection to tho 
Fanpress being told these facts, if you think them 
of any value. * ’ 

General Pujol, the Kmperor’s tireless aide-de- 
camp, who never left, him during that terrible tiny, 
once Haiti to the Mm press: “On tin* morrow of those 
sad events, I prepared a short statement which gave 
tho exact truth concerning the Kmperor’s part in 
this Sedan Tragedy. But the government of M. 
Thiers fearing (lie effect (his narration might have 
on public opinion at that moment, r«*fu>ed to let mo 
publish it. The minister of the interior of that day 
went so far as to issue a circular letter to his sub 
ordinates threatening to prosecute nu \body who 
should aid or abet flu* distribution of my document 1 
It quite upset that groundless charge that the Mm- 
peror was carelessly smoking at the most cruel mo¬ 
ment of the fund day, whereas the truth is that the 
Kmperor neither thought of eating or smoking all 
tho time I was with him. At half past eleven on 
September 2nd, the Kmperor had taken no food 
whatever, notwithstanding the terrible fatigue and 
emotion of the previous day and night. Perceiving 
that he was quite exhausted, one of us urged him 
to eat something; hut he replied that as tin* King 
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Film a pi<w of broad and a flask of whip and almost 
forced tin* Emperor (u oat and drink.” 

Two Udtorn written to the Empress at thin mo¬ 
ment throw n flood of iiidd on what were the Em¬ 
peror's roal feelings dnrinit these torrihlo hours. 
TIioho letters imvo m*ver boon f/tven boforo just an 
they won* writ ton and aro copied lion* from the* 
oritfiimlH. The* find lottor is written tin* day of the. 
surrender ami in dated from the headquarters of 
the Emperor, It runs us follows: -* 

“My hi: au Erofxu:: It is impossible to toll you 
what I have suffered and am still sufferiiijuc. Thin 
muroh of tin* army was eonf rary to nil military prim* 
ci pi oh and was .are to end in disaster. Indeed the 
catastrophe i.i mmpieti*. I wouhl have preferred 
death to Mioh a dr a I roti.% eupii ulaiiou and yet, under 
tin* oiroum -tauer if M the only \vay of avoiding the 
Imfehery of lin.niHi j t( ,j «,.n,, Ml this miidd ho en¬ 
durable to me if all m\ f«*i tures ui-iv eeuteml here. 
But I am eon ’faulty thtnkiu": of \on, of our son amt 
of the unfortunate eonntn. Mu> God protect it 1 
What will happen in 1 *nriw7 1 have just seen the 
kin#. Hi* had tears in bis eyes wlien speaking 1 of 
the narrow 1 must endure, lie offers me tun* of hm 
castles, near Hesse ('asset. But what rare 1 for the 
spot win*re l .nlmtl have to live! 1 am In despair. 
Uomidiy. I kins you tenderly/' 

Here in the seenjsd letter: 

*‘M\ m mi Et of xm: After the terrible misfortune 
to whieh I haw* been a witness, I am c’ontiuually 
thinking of the dangers you an* threatened with and 
I am very anxious about the news t shall receive 









into an armcnmr amt remained silent lor a long 
time. I!«•re it wan that. he heard of the death of 
General Mnrgueritte, whom he had seen in a dying 
condition tin* day before, ami 1 he sad news deeply 
affected him. I saw tears in his eyes. From Bouil¬ 
lon wo drove to Bibramunt, whence the journey was 
continued by train. The first stop was at Reeogne, 
when* the Belgian troops presented arms and were 
reviewed by the Fmiperor. After a meat, his Majesty 
went up to the battery of artillery, whieh was sta¬ 
tioned cm the square, and spoke* with the officer in 
command. He examined tin* guns, which were* aim* 
ilar to the Rnm.dau eauuoit, and talked with his 
staff about them. A painful scene oeeurred at the 
Bibramont station v»hieh was greatly crowded with 
prisoners and wounded. A madman rushed forward 
ami insisted cm speaking with the* Kmperor, shout¬ 
ing at tin* tt*p of his voice that the French were 
victorious and the Prinee Imperial on the throne. 
But he was family led away, and our train soon 
got under way. At Jemelle, Prinee* Pierre Bona¬ 
parte joined ns and was affectionately greeted by 
the Fmperor. Marloie and Biego were passed 
through without anything of importance happening, 
smd we arrived at \Vrviers, where it was decided 
that tin* Kmpernr should take* some rest. There 
was almost a riot in the* street, the partisans of 
France and of Germany coming to blows; hut the 
Fimieror tmid little attention to tins. It wa« only 
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publish concerning the fall of the Empire, asking 
that he be kind enough to examine it and modify it 
ns he (banned necessary in the interest of the truth. 
This the Emperor did, returning the manuscript 
with this note, in bin own hand, attached thereto: 
“Discipline is as necessary in a political party an in 
an army, and it is essential, therefore, that you defer 
to what I consider useful, as it is on behalf of the 
cause which I represent, and imt publish this manu¬ 
script yet.” But some of the notes made for this 
hook were never sent; at least ho 1 have always 
supposed; and a few notes are given hen*, taken 
from the original dictated copy, which is not in tin* 
ehirogruphy of the Emperor himself, hut in (hat of 
a ronftdcufml secretary who worked under his 
Majesty ’h orders during several months in the 
winter of t K'f I Urn* of these notes runs as follows: 

“The Emperor, who has been loaded with all the 
responsibility of the unlucky march on Sedan, 
should rightfully assume mme. At this moment, he 
directed neither the army imr tin* government, and 
tin* advice which he gave Marshal de MaeMahon and 
General de Dalikao was not followed, It should he 
said in extenuation of the mistake made that Mar¬ 
shal Bnznine did not furnish tin* authorities at 
(•Unions an exact statement of his movements. It 
was supposed there, which was not the* casts however, 
that Bnzaiue had left Metz; so the move from Elm- 
Ions was undertaken in the expectation of meeting 
the other army. As is well known, the Emperor 
favored an immediate return to Baris, and M. Hau¬ 
lier, who came down to Elutions, was of the opinion 


Emperor strongly (’umhiniinl, n> In* sum at flu* turn*, 
‘a herniating man'll eastward, when it wan pretty 
sure there in nut time emuitdt to join Bnyutim* before 
the meeting of the* urmw^ nf the 1‘rinee Royal of 
RruHHia ami of tin* Rrinee Ru\al of Sn\nu\. ’ 

“The Government nf September 1th, which rone 
from tin* prostrate body of the Kmpire, strength¬ 
ened its position chiefly hy d* eei\ing tin* French 
public, uh to the general earn whieh had brought 
about tin* war and the special masons whieh led our 
second army to main* that fatal eapitsdaf ion. When 
the result of tin* bloody and ghwhiu . battles fought 
around Met’/, revealed the impnv ability of protect 
mg Faria by withdrawing the Rhine army along tin* 
Argwme, it then became imees*an to immediately 
form a second army henenth walls of the capital. 
The Emperor and MneMahun thought that tlie army 
then ntationed at ( Talum-s should fill that mission. 
It comuHled at thin moment of some hundred thou- 
Hand men, divided into four rorps. The first eurps, 
by far the beat, was math* up ebiefly of the heroic, 
regiments whom only superior numbers were aide to 
email at Fronchwiller. Tired out by forced marches, 
upset morally by an unexpected defeat, weakened by 
physical and mental suffering, flm-se men the Em¬ 
peror anti Marshal thought, needed rest ami time 
in order to become once more strong and enthum* 
antic, Tim Emperor bad also found that the fifth 
corps, disorganized by a weary ref rent from Bitrhe 
to the (Talons camp, through NVufehatonu, had lout, 
though not through fighting, its baggage and am- 
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take such a campaign as that of Sedan proved to he. 
The seventh corps, which had been formed at Bel¬ 
fort, whence it had just been brought back, passing 
by way of Paris, had not undergone the hardships 
or the defeats of the two other corps. But its or¬ 
ganization was barely completed and the soldiers 
were not thoroughly united and lacked confidence. 
There was, lastly, the twelfth corps, which had been 
only just formed. Its officers could really rely on 
but four new regiments and four regiments of 
marines, forming the first and third divisions of the 
corps. The second division consisted of four regi¬ 
ments of marines, forming the first and third whose 
men had never fired a shot in their life. Such was 
the army then gathered together at Chalons. 

“There were two different proposals for the uti¬ 
lizing of this army. One suggested the immediate 
marching to the aid of Bazaine. But this plan was 
fraught with danger, for, if the Chalons army were 
divided, and a part of it took the road to Verdun, 
the route to Paris would be open to the Crown 
Prince of Prussia, who was advancing by forced 
marches. It became necessary, therefore, to choose 
between two equally painful alternatives,—either to 
abandon Marshal Bazaine or to abandon Paris. The 
safer plan was certainly to take the army back to the 
neighborhood of Paris and there to offer battle to 
the Crown Prince in a favorable position. Even 
if defeat should ensue, I felt then and I still feel that 
an army of a hundred thousand men would have 
sufficed to prevent the enemy from entering the 
capital, especially as at that moment, as is now 
known, the Germans never imagined that they could 
take Paris. Again, the return of the army to Paris 



ri'inH of power, (lenend 1 r<n*huV position would 
{hen have become aeeundury it mi t In* republican 
agitatora would have been cheeked at the very atari, 


Fven admitting that the recent ill miccosh at the 
front had detracted from my prentice, it cannot for 
one iiiKtant be imagined {but an army aueh m the 
French army at ill wan at that moment would have 
eanily been K'd to nidi* with a revolutionary party in 
the very fare of the enemy. If the attempt were made 
to ubhihI Ba'/nme, the army wan of eonran exposed 
to tile uncertain fate of battle. If hueeess were to 
crown the effort, it would be neemnary to bent the 
70,000 men (d* the Prince of Saxony before they could 
be joined by the fureen of the Prinee of Pmania. 
In cane we were victorious, we wtmbi then have an 
army of Home d{Ki,t)tM) men on the enemy ‘h think, and 
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awnit the on coming of flu* enemy, much of whose 
force would he wrakeiied, it was confidently ex¬ 
pected, by the army on tin* 1 i hi in*. In the mean¬ 
while, lie' Emperor who hud at that moment abdi¬ 
cated all military diivrtion, would vo~assume his 
power* and tie* government would bn once again 
concent rated at Dari*, 'the I cgislnf iv T e Body, which 
Jiad beeujne {urbuhmt, wouhl lie dissolved, the noisy 
political eluhs would In* elosed, dangerous individ¬ 
uals wouhl he suppre--«*d, t he city would he properly 
fortilit*?I with regulars and thus he preserved from 
the dangers of n so railed ‘citizen soldiery.’ For a 
moment, it looked us though this plan of returning 
to Bans would he adopted. In fact,, the Marshal 
actually set off ui that direction, and got as far as 
Reims, where the army camped on August 21st, on 
the banks of the Marne and A ism* canal. But we 
stopped the onward mitreh there, for it began to look 
hk though Bazaine might cull upon us to come to 
his aid. .Mar Malum said to the Emperor: ‘I think 
it wiser to continue towards Baris, notwithstanding 
Bazaine, for the experience at Reichshotfen has 
taught me prudence and I do not at all like tho Idea 
of advancing alma* among these German forces.’ 
Tin* Emperor shared these* views of his marshal and 
replied to him in these words: ‘I have but a limited 
faith in tin* Chalons many's being able to succeed in 
an undertaking whieh depends on precision in move¬ 
ments. Xor can 1 forget the great influence exerted 
by Baris over the rest of Rrunee and T tally realize 
the fact that if the capital once gets into the hands 
of either the (hummus or file republicans, the cause 
of the Second Empire is lost. But it on the con¬ 
trary, we put up a good tight under the walls of 
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Paris, the whole si {.nation would be changed, both 
uh regards our foreign and our homo enemies, We 
would thus gain time, would secure internal order, 
and the reins of power having again 1hh*u seized by 
authorized hands, n speedy and honorable peace 
must soon follow". So in my e\rs, as in yours, Mar¬ 
shal, the matter of prime importance at this moment 
in that Paris la* defended and saved. 1 Though the 
Emperor spoke' in these words to Marshal Mac- 
Mahon, he did not feel himself in a position to give 
orders in this sense. Military command had been 
vested in the marshals and civil government had 
been placed in tlit* hands of the recent and her min¬ 
isters; nor was it the wish or tin* intention of the 
Emperor to change this system in the midst of such 
a crisis as that through which the country was then 
passing. 

“The Empress wrote to the Emperor at this very 
moment: 4 It is easy for you to realize what are 
my hesitations in the face of sueh painful delays 
and di{Terences of opinion. But I have left the 
decision entirely to the ministers and I venture to 
suggest that you do the same. The War Minister 
had been informed by your aide de enmp. General 
de Beville, of the view which you take of the si tun* 
tion at Chalons; hut the minister does not shun' 
your wavy of looking at the matter and his opinion 
is approved by the council In n wan’d, General de 
Palikao considers Paris perfectly safe and does not 
think the time has yet come to abandon the struggle 
in the Vosges or to make concentrated efforts for 
the protection of the capital, lie thinks Mac- 
Mahon’s army might reach Verdun by the 2oth, and 
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able contlitioiw; lu* might even force him to fall 
buck and thus open up the Metz road. According to 
the War Miniver, thorn is nothing to fear from the 
King »»f Pnt <Mu, who is too far away to interfere 
with our movement. Thin sir ikon mo as exact, for I 
have leant* d from my own sources of information 
that the King was only at Vi try on the 25th, more 
than si sty miles from the battle field. This whole 
matter was hr*night up at our last cabinet meeting 
and each minister took Pulikao’n view of it so that 
after the .'itting, a pressing message was sent to 
MacMiiium. as you are doubtless aware, urging him 
to march »<u Met/,. Here in Paris, there is a regular 
popular clamor to this same effect/ ” 

Tim Pur d* A brant oh has left this inedited com¬ 
ment on the foregoing communication: {1 This 
sounded all right on paper; but nobody at the time 
seems to have realized the difficulties attending this 
proposed ‘ March on Met/., 1 the phrase then in every¬ 
body *s mouth at Paris. The Opposition was accus¬ 
ing the Kmjuvsn of wishing to bring back the army 
to serve us an escort to the Emperor. ‘She is ready 
to sacrifice 2Ut),ttni) men,’ the republican leaders 
said, 'to ensure the safety of the imperial family/ 
Thin statement was of course perfect nonsense. 
There was no intention of sacrificing 200,00() men, or 
even one man. There was no more danger in going 
to Purls than in marching to Verdun to aid Bazaine, 
whose situation, by the way, was by no means so 
bail as lie pretended. Tin* plan was to keep order 
in Paris that was all. By saving the dynasty, the 
country would also be saved. But members of the 
Legislative Body kept saying that it would be cow¬ 
ardly ami shameful not to help the army of t e 
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Rhino, and pressure in this sense wan brought to 
bear on the ministers, with the tvsult that tin* beat 
intaroHln of tin* Kmpire ami tin* country worn sacri¬ 
ficed to a sentimental feeling, a thing, by the way, 
that happens too often in Franc**. I know, further¬ 
more, that the Kmpress sutTer*'d nentely in tin 1 midst 
of all Ibis. Ah recent, she did not desire to take 
too decided a stand. The men who surrounded her 
might be mistaken, she thought, tud they were do.- 
voted to their country and t«» tin* Kmprrnr, and she 
did not wish in any way to inthmiiee them; though 
the eojitrnry was suit! at the time and has been often 
repeated sitter, it is nut true, its r\ er\ body knows 
who wan really behind (he scenes at this period of 
our history.’ 1 

Marshal MurMnlnm uas at his headquarters at 
('oureelh'.s, near Reims, when he ua;. .atmm«m**d to 
tho Kinperor, where he found M. lumber, President, 
of the Setttde, win* had jtmf arrived from Paris. 
Before leaving’ the t-npit.il, M, Rotth.-r ha*l had 
several conversations wit It the F.mpivss and the 
ministers. “1 have hastened to \mir Majesty’s 
Hide,” he said to the Kmprror, "{** express my devo¬ 
tion and to leant your views on the present critical 
Hitimtlon in coaler to report tin nt to tin* Kmpress, 
who, I am proud to nay, has murlt emifuleitee in me.” 
And in his more or less formal report to the Kite 
press concerning this mission, portions of which 
wen* written and parts oral, ami all of whidt was 
noted clown carefully, a few \u-eks hit**r, M. Umiher 
aaid: “ Personally, l am of the opinion, l raid to 
the Fmperur, that the* situation is gravely compro¬ 
mised, but, nevertheless l think Hint we ought to go 
to the assistance of llazuim*. 1 laid still more stress 



on this point when, a few minutes later, I mot the 
Marshal. 1 declared to the Duke of Magenta that, 
like Palikno, 1 felt that the capital was able to re¬ 
pel every assault, and, any way, no attack on it 
could be made until a certain lapse of time, for, how¬ 
ever rapidly the Prince of Prussia might advance, 
he was still far away. We might still make a di¬ 
version in the direction of Met/, ami yet get hack to 
Paris for any danger threatening there. I stated it 
as my opinion that the public would consider the 
other course an abandonment of the army of the 
Khine, and if in (he* end, this army should have, to 
capitulate or should be destroyed, the public would 
look upon our course as treasonable, which would 
have a demoralizing effort on (ho country at a time 
when we should do all in our power to encourage 
t ho popular mind. Mae Malum advanced strategic 
arguments in opposition to my statements. Ha 
zaine, lit* said, was surrounded by 2(10,(10(1 men. The 
Prince of Saxony was iu tlit* neighborhood of Ver¬ 
dun with 70,000 men and the Drown Prince of Prus¬ 
sia was near Vitry-le-Francois with about 150,000 
men. If the* (ludons unnv advanced toward Metz, 


at the capital, MucMnhnn then repeated what had 
often been Haiti, that we could have an army of .'UM) r 
000 man under the walls of Paris. I combated this 
assertion, and then the Marshal said: ‘ Well, it is 
impossible tu go to the a.-v-i-tune,- td‘ Ha/.nine with 
any chance t*f success, for he has neither victuals 
nor ammunition and will he forced tu capitulate be¬ 
fore we can do him any good. We are sure to ar¬ 
rive ton late, believe me!’ ” 

From Wiihehusiibhe paper-., 1 make these ex¬ 
tracts : “There was ton much faith given to Bn» 
/.nine’s first reports. It w*«*«»» found out that 
lie wan both short in food supplies nod in ammuni¬ 
tion. These were, therefore, the two factors in tie 
terminiug what should he dune. For some, tins 
abort ness was the reason for burning to his suc¬ 
cor; for others, on the enutrar>, it was the reason 
for doing the very opposite. When lumber found, 
as he did very soon, that neither the Fmperor nor 
MacMahon was ready to take the tvMptmsibilify of 
marching to Met*/., he suddenly swung round and 
adonted the views of both. * We must have uuifv in 
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Rouher were soon agreed, even on the details of the 
new arrangement, and the latter set to work to draw 
up the decrees and proclamations necessary to carry 
it out. But the final approval of the council of 
ministers was still needed, and on reaching Paris, 
M. Rouher found the cabinet quite incensed over 
what he had been doing at Reims. General Palikao 
spoke out very firmly against the ‘abandonment of 
Bazaine, ’ as he styled it, and we were told that his 
remarks produced a very deep impression on his 
colleagues. He re-stated his first plan,—the junc¬ 
tion of the two armies at or near Metz,—and held 
as firmly as ever that this was still possible, ‘if no 
more time were lost in hesitations.’ The Empress 
took the same view as the cabinet, and a dispatch 
to this purport was immediately drawn up and sent 
to the Emperor. Thus, every effort was being made 
at Paris to prevent the execution of the plan pre¬ 
pared at Reims, and the question now was to know 
what MacMahon was going to decide between the 
Emperor’s opinion and the commands of the min¬ 
istry.” 

The Emperor’s own notes say: “The ministerial 
order might have met with some hesitation on the 
part of MacMahon, if his actions had not been in¬ 
fluenced by a new and unexpected event. Up to this 
moment, the Duke of Magenta believed that Marshal 
Bazaine was not only entirely surrounded, but with¬ 
out supplies and unable to keep np the struggle for 
more than two or three days at the most. He was in 
this state of mind when a dispatch from Bazaine 
reached the Emperor, arriving some hours before 
that from Count Palikao ordering the eastward 
march. The gist of this dispatch was that he (Ba- 



zaine) believed be could shake off the German army 
and that he intended to push on toward Chalons. 
So of course MacMahon now thought he should go 
eastward and the Emperor shared his view. The 
latter wrote to the regent directing that the decrees 
drawn up in concert with M. Rouher be not pub¬ 
lished and announcing the march towards the east. 
All this was done before the Palikao orders reached 
MacMahon; and thus it happened that an inexact 
message from Bazaine was to lead to the greatest 
disaster of the campaign, so far.” 

General Fleury says, in an unpublished comment 
on the situation at this moment: “Disorder in the 
commands, disorder in the carrying out of the com¬ 
mands, disorder in everything and everywhere! 
Such was the situation at Chalons and Paris, and 
at Metz, too, for that matter, at this supreme mo¬ 
ment in the welfare of France. At Reims, Mac¬ 
Mahon had at first taken an independent position, 
which looked for a moment like flat disobedience of 
the orders of the cabinet. Then, of his own free 
will, hfe suddenly decided to do what the day before 
nobody could get him to do! At Metz, Bazaine 
seemed to pay no attention to the Emperor’s sug¬ 
gestions and sent him incorrect information which 
misled every one and especially misled the army. In 
Paris, Trochu was working on his own independent 
lines, waiting for the moment when he should open¬ 
ly break with the cabinet. There was no head, no 
unity of action. Even if we had carried out in most 
perfect fashion the new plan of march eastward, 
we had against us terrible odds, for the enemy pos¬ 
sessed everything that we lacked. On the German 
side, a single will bent under equal discipline both 
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general and soldier, and directed the whole strength 
of the whole army towards one Hinkle goal. This 
one fact was to do more for our enemy than all his 
strategy. 

“ I am told that when marching orders were given 
and it was known that the direction was Metz, great 
enthusiasm was manifested both hv officers and men. 
But the Kmperor did not shun' all these good spirits. 
He was somewhat pessimistic. Be was disturbed 
by the Marshal’s tendency to hastily change' his 
mind. This time, however, MaeMahon seemed to 
he quite' fix eel in his purpose', The* Kmperor, how¬ 
ever, begged him not to go too far from the railway 
line running between Bethel and Medan, ‘which is 
a certain means of victualling your corps.’ But lit¬ 
tle attention was paid at first to this excellent piece 
of advie't', though later, aft to* a loss of precious time, 
the rather thoughth'ss commnndtT acted on the JWm- 
peror’H wise eounsed. 

“Many mouths afterwards, the Kmperor told mo 
some of the tilings he saw and heard during those 
lamentable days between the departure from Reims 
and the surrender at Sedan. And what a tale I I 
give what his Majesty said as near as I can remem¬ 
ber in Ids exact words, though 1 prefer not to put 
my notes between quotation marks, as I never sub¬ 
mitted them to him for correction or rather for 
approval. I will present them, however, in the first 
person. And l ought to add that, whenever the Km¬ 
peror Napoleon 111 spoke about the war, it was 
done in a broad spirit of charity towards all,—to¬ 
wards both the successful and the unsuccessful. 

“On the lidrd of August, all the corps loft the 



fifth corps wen* tired out by a rapid retreat and 
thorn worn many laggards, while flu* wagon trainn 
blocked up the route in such a uay that t!m weary 
soldiers did not reach their quarters till late in the 
night. Tin* format orders given at Heims, accord¬ 
ing to which each soldier was to earrv with him four 
days’ rations, had not been carried out, ami already, 
before we were fairly started on our way, two corps 
were without food for tie* ne\t day! 'Then it was 
that Marshal MacMuIum regretted that he had not 
listened to my adviee not to get too far away from 
the railway.’ {These were the Kmpernr’s exact 
words.) Though there was every reason for us to 
move with haste, it was now found necessary to lean 
towards the west and stop at Kethel, where tho «5th 
was spent in revietunling the army. In three days 


his march an Paris, till he reached Clntlons, which 
he of course found abandoned. It then began to 
dawn on the Prussian general staff that perhaps 
after all, wo had gone to the aid of Bir/jime. The 
Germans had a good scouting service, but the vast 
system of spying which the French public believed 
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existed, either did not exist at all—which was the 
case nine times out of ten -or was very much ex¬ 
aggerated. It was the Pranch newspaper press that 
was the great spy for the Germans! Every day 
military events were dismissed and published to the 
four winds of heaven, and much important informa¬ 
tion reached the German staff through the foreign 
journals, which copied what they saw in the Paris 
dailies, or through tile Preach journals which the 
Uhlans found in the villages. ‘ I know from what I 
saw with my own eyes’* it is the Emperor him¬ 
self who is m»w speaking ‘that on the evening of 
the 2f>tli, some Paris sheets reported tin* speeches 
delivered in the Legislative Body, all of which point¬ 
ed to the absolute necessity of the <’batons army 
going to the rescue of Bu'/uine, while* a London tele¬ 
gram informed the world that the Parts 'I'mips of 
the 2drd stated that “ MaeMahon had suddenly de¬ 
cided to go to Bazaine’s assistance, although, by 
doing so, he left tin* road to Paris open ami thus 
compromised the safety of the country; that the en¬ 
tire army of GImlonH had already left the neighbor¬ 
hood of Reims, though the news received from Mont- 
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mis Kina, von MonKc Knew mi we were doing, imr- 
ing the night, the Grown Primu* of Prussia received 
an order to cheek his march on Paris and the Grown 
Prince of Saxony was ordered to push on towards 
VarenneH. German cavnlrv covered the whole omm» 










speaking, but myself—-for, an I perfectly well know 
to be a fact, Thiers criticized it very severely in 
one of the sittings of the Defense Committee, while 
Troelm was still strongly in favor of the return of 
the Emperor ami the Chalons army to Paris. When 
the terrible disaster came, Troehu exclaimed: 'Why 
was I not listened tot’ 

“l now return to my report of my conversation 
with the Emperor, He went, on to say that those 
holding rndie.nl ideas seemed to prevail and the fatal 
eastward mareh was insisted upon. Mae,Mahon, who 
at this erisis was hesitation and clumgenblenesB 
personified, now countermanded the orders ho had 
issued a few hours before. At eight o’clock he dis¬ 
obeyed the* instructions of the Minister of War with- 


army’s mareh, and then at eleven, ho suddenly 
obeyed him by calling back the troops and the trains I 
Nobody appeared to know which was fho bettor 
courses And all this was going on almost in the very 
presence* of the enemy { And what an enemy 1 This 
vacillation and countermanding went on increasing 
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artillery and baggage trains wore in an inextricable 
muddle. The army spreading along the Meuse from 
Sedan to Hangnail and separated from the enemy 
only by the river, which had already been crossed 
in several places, was exposed to a dreadful catas¬ 
trophe. At length wo were brought face to face with 
that immense Herman army which we had been do¬ 
ing our best to evade. The impossibility of joining 
Baznine in the neighborhood of Monlmedy was now 
more than ever evident. So again MacMahon 
changed his plans. Ho had to satisfy the most press¬ 
ing demand that of reorganizing his disordered 
troops and revietunlling them. So he decided to 
bend round to Sedan, halving for the future what he 
should do after that. So the retreat of the whole 
Hreach army began forthwith and continued all 
night. Terrible emifusion prevailed arid great were 
tin* losses of every kind. The rest of the sad story 
is too well known.” 



CHAPTER X 


GENERAL CHAKOAUNtEU ANN THE REf’UND 1MFIM 

Tt wan always one of tin* fond hoj i*h of the Etti- 
pt*ror Napoleon II! I hut tin* body «»f elite who ut first 
declined tu accept the Second Empire would grndu- 
ally abandon thi-ir mteomprujithing position and. 
come over to tlu* existing regime, lit* did nut oven 
deapnir of tin* republicans, and Inn hopes warn not 
always disappointed in Hint direction. !>r. Thomas 
W, Evans writes in nut* of his unpublished iiusiiu- 
Boripts: “Thu Emperor once Haiti tn mu at ( 'hiale- 
burnt: "I think there am some republicans whu arc 
honest in their belief, Them In 1 hifaure, fur in- 
Rtauee. lit* in thoroughly convinced that republi¬ 
canism in the right thing. IP* is perfectly since ra 
in thin conviction, I tried harder than with any¬ 
body else to at!rart him to my government. But I 
did not succeed in my efforts, though In* was not a 
republican thru, I respect him for remaining trtui 
to Ida ideals, though l should have been glad to hnvo 
made him a minister during tin* Empire,* 11 

But all French politicians were not like M. Du- 
faure; and it was frit at tin* TuBerics that othern 
could 1)0 moved. Tho Emperor had much good 
ground for holding to thin opinion* for it is what 
always happens in France, provided tho Ooveru- 
meat lasts long enough ami is conducted with bril¬ 
liancy; and this is what was slowly hut surely com- 

tttlh 
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ing to pass in the case of the Second Empire when 
the unfortunate war of 1870 suddenly checked this 
rapidly growing movement and destroyed the Im¬ 
perial State. 

Though it cannot be said that that brilliant and 
energetic officer, General Changarnier, was thinking 
of accepting a regime which he had always combated 
openly and vigorously still, after his conduct dur¬ 
ing the war of 1870, if that conflict had been a vic¬ 
tory instead of a defeat, he would unquestionably, 
like several other hesitating minds, have come over 
to the Empire, and the whole country, almost to a 
man, would have stood shoulder to shoulder behind 
the Government, and thus would have been realized 
one of the dearest wishes of the Emperor. General 
Changarnier’s course during the war deserves to be 
described both on account of the man himself, no 
ordinary character, and on account of the fine ex¬ 
ample which it offers of the most elevated and dis¬ 
interested patriotism. 

As soon as it became known that war had been 
declared, General Changarnier broke through his 
long silence and immediately offered his services to 
the Government. The Minister of War, Marshal Le 
Boeuf, said to him: “I am much moved by your re¬ 
quest, and I sincerely hope the Emperor will grant 
it. I am going to St. Cloud for the purpose of giv¬ 
ing it my warm personal support.’’ But the Em¬ 
peror did not receive the proposal with much favor, 
for in the month of February previous, he had of¬ 
fered to make Changarnier a marshal, saying: “I 
desire to add your great name to the glories of my 
reign. ’ 9 When it is remembered how keen was Chan- 
e:arnier’s ambition in the past, the effort which he 



forei 14 Of all the officers under my orders, Olm 
gamier is the immt capable i» real warfare.* * 
Th© old general felt sorely hurt at the deelinii 
of Mi servioes* and »aid to one of Ida friends* * 
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feel much cut up over this and I am off to the coun¬ 
try to hide my sorrow, though I ought to know that 
the valiant army of France has so many experienced 
leaders that the absence of an old patriot like me 
will hardly be noticed. Our dear soldiers will be 
victorious anywhere and everywhere.” He with¬ 
drew to Autun, where he anxiously awaited the 
course of events. Those who were in his intimacy 
at this time declare that he was well aware of the 
true effectiveness of the French army at this mo¬ 
ment and knew that the French mobilization could 
not be accomplished till a month after that of Prus¬ 
sia, while he held that he had ground for believing 
that no help could be expected from Austria or Italy. 
So when he heard of the repulse at Wisembourg on 
August 4, 1870, he determined to leave for Paris. 
At the moment of his departure and all along the 
route to the capital he was cheered by crowds. He 
called at the War Office and the following evening 
was at Metz, where he was immediately received by 
the Emperor, to whom he said in gallant form: 
‘ ‘ Sire, I was not a courtier in the time of your good 
fortune, but under the present circumstances, I con¬ 
sider it my duty and that I am in honor bound to 
offer an example of fealty to the chief of state.” 
The Emperor, who used to refer to this interview, 
in after years, was much moved by it, and stretch¬ 
ing out his hand to the old general, said: “I am 
deeply touched by your faithfulness, and though 
there is no post vacant, we all want you to remain 
with us and give us the aid of your valuable advice. ’ ’ 
The Emperor then explained to him the situation, 
called in Marshal Le Boeuf, answered the questions 
AskAd bv Dbane-arni r a finallv had the veteran 
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escorted to the d hi in#-room win* re ho took some re¬ 
freshments with the o0k‘ers of the imperial house¬ 
hold. 

All Metz welcomed the' new arrival with every 
mark of respect and confidence. There was cer¬ 
tainly something picturesque in the coming of this 
aged soldier* attired in civilian clothes, without any 
command and probably to remain without any. Ho 
made a deep impression and his name awakened con¬ 
siderable enthusiasm, not an unimportant thing in 
those days of depression. II is presence was a spark 
of hope and it was pleasant to see this former politi¬ 
cal adversary now reconciled to the Emperor ami to 
the regime'. Ho he received an extraordinary wel¬ 
come. lit 1 visited tin* 0rd and 4th army corps at 
Haulquemont, accompanied by the Emperor, and 
was greeted by the troops most enthusiastically. 
It was a curious sight, this veteran in frock- coat and 
low hat, riding along the line of regiments where he 
was at once recognized and cheered by the men. Ah 
they returned to Metz in tin* evening, he was again 
much acclaimed. In the immediate circle of the 
Emperor, lit' was also in great favor; hut in spite 
of all these honors, General (’hungaruier wan not 
given a commission, and it was evident that he was 
to be treated only as “a military counsellor,*' And 
yet at this same moment public opinion demanded 
that change's he made in the chief enmtmmd, Thiers 
who was maneuvering in parliamentary eireles, 
wanted Bnznine and Talikno nominated to high 
posts. So naturally in such a crisis, people asked 
why something was not done with (linngnrnier. 
But he has not even got a uniform, answered his 
critics- But this objection was easily removed. 
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Marshal He Boeuf lent him a cap, Prince Joachim 
Murat cairn* forward with a tunic, and others be¬ 
longing to the staff furnished liim epaulets. In the 
meantime, in response to pressing telegrams from 
Paris, he Boeuf was deprived of the generalissimo- 
ship. “Hut I will be a party to no other changes,' 7 
exclaimed the Emperor; “Oimrles T. did not save 
himself by sueribeing Strafford.” And all this time 
"the consulting lawyer, Chnngnrnier” was in a very 
peculiar position. He was entered on the army list 
of tin* 3rd corps after the name of the commander- 
in-chief, ns “General (’Imngarnier, friend of the 
Marshal.” The Marshal referred to was He Boeuf, 
with whom he was present at the battle of Vionvillo, 
(a; August Kith, when the Hermans were held in 
cheek, but when we obtained no real advantage ow- 
5 tig to the fact that the 4th corps had been left by 
[hr/,aim* without any support, and being unable to 
advance, tin* 3rd corps was also condemned to inac¬ 
tion. (hmngarnier urgently suggested that Marshal 
Ihr/.aine take advantage* of the success gained and 
make a strong attack on tin* morrow, but his advice 
was disregarded. On the 17th and IBth, he was also 
present at the disastrous battle of Gravelotte, re¬ 
maining in the saddle for hours at a time, regard¬ 
less of danger, though the forelegs of his horse were 
shot off by a shell. “Bazninc had the misfortune 
not to be present at those memorable engagements, ” 
was the mild way in which Ohangaraier put it. 
Though both he and He Boeuf called for ft forward 
movement, the contrary was ordered, and back the 
army was carried to the walls of Metz and its doom. 

But these were not the only wonderful exploits of 
this remarkable old soldier. On August 31st, ho 


accompanied two divisions of the ,'trd corps and 
throwing himself into tin* thickest of the fray, en¬ 
couraged the men to fresh efforts, and they re¬ 
sponded with loud rimers. At nine that morning, 
his horn* had been wounded hv a hall which killed a 
captain at Ids side, In the end, la* and the army 
had to return to Metz, whence he always held it 
wan possible to escape, if an energetic etTort hud 
been made to do so. “Though the first and Heeorul 
days 1 fighting would he tough,” he said, “still the 
move would he crowned with success it* Marshal Bn- 
bailie had raised the moral euergv of the troups, 
discouraged hy so many useless and ineohereut ef» 
forts. Then the nn ns thrininr would have animated 
all ranks, from tin* chief {<» the drummer hoy, ami we 
would have made a breach hy which we would have 
penetrated as far as Luugres and theuee into the 
valley of the Heine.” 

Gradually ('hangurtder beeniue the center of a 
party who admiretl his courage and considered his 
advice the essence of wisdom. Some of the more ar¬ 
dent members of this group were determined to get 
Bazaine deposed and t’Imngarnier put in his place, 
as general in child* of the army of the Hhine. Tin* 
plan was formed hy General riturhauf and it wan 
communicated to (lhangander hy Captain Hossel, 
who afterwards played a part in the Baris Com* 
mime. Changarmer was most indignant. The mere 
thought of a military sedition put him in a rage, 
and the idea of Ids being made the center and cause 
of it drove him beyond all hounds, lb* ordered 
Bosael to leave Ids presence, though he promised 
to keen the matter secret, amt advised him to ahum 


don nil such wild schemes. A few hours later an¬ 
other and higher ollicer came to him with much tho 
name, proposal, wlien ('lmngunner Haiti to him: 
“Marshal Baznino has done nothing as I nhould liavo 
done it. Thai is true. I have not the slightest sym¬ 
pathy for him. Why, day before yesterday I went 
to see him in order to draw his attention to tho 
merits and excellent, services of (tenoral Valaze. 
But he treated me with cold politeness and seemed 
embarrassed m my presence. I make no douht that 
he heard before I did of this conspiracy. He is no 
coward and 1ms in his power the means of prevent¬ 
ing his being made a prisoner or killed. T don’t pre¬ 
tend to he modest. I know that I possess strategical 
talent, to a greater degree than any of tho generals 
in this army. We a re not wed 1 commanded. The 
fact is too patent to he denied. But that is no rea¬ 
son why we should do a dishonorable thing like this 
one whioh is proposed to me.” 

Though this conspiracy did not make much stir at 
the moment, it was not. wholly abandoned; for at the 
end of September, Captain Hossel again came to 
General Ohangarnier, this time accompanied by an¬ 
other oilierr and told him that the army was on the 
eve of an insurrection and that, it put all its trust 
in him. This time (’hangarnier was not content to 
scold, lie simply handed the two conspirators over 
to tin* proper authorities. They were brought before 
Baznme, who sharply reprimanded them and sent 
them to prison, where they remained until tho capit¬ 
ulation of Metz. 
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eriek OharlcH, who commanded the Gorman forces 
around Metz, made known to Bazuine tin- helpless¬ 
ness of his situation, The next day the French Mar¬ 
shal called a council of war to which General Glum- 
gamier wan invited. The Hituation was such that it, 
was decided to auk for an armistice, during which 
the town could be. rovietunllcd, and to request, that 
permission be given to take the army to Algeria, 
where it could be paroled. Marshal Ganrobert pro¬ 
poned that Ohangarnier be made their envoy to the 
German camp. Though it made his brave heart 
bleed to accept such a mission, he felt that it was his 
duty to do ho, and he consented. When Prince Fred¬ 
erick Gharles was requested to receive him, tin* Ger¬ 
man genera! replied that, notwithstanding tin* un¬ 
certain character of ('hungnrmer’s position, he 
would waive all rules of etiquette and thus “give 
the celebrated waprbr a proof of the great esteem 
he felt for him and a mark of deep consideration 
for the valiant French army.” So the French gen¬ 
eral had a courteous reception at German headquar¬ 
ters and nothing was said that could in any way 
jar on the patriotic and loyal feelings of the veteran, 
who being of a decidedly free and open temperament 
would not have borne any slight or insinuation. “If 
it had been otherwise,” he once remarked, “our in¬ 
terview, which lasted three hours, would not have 
lasted three minutes 1” 

During these three hours many things were said. 
Ohangurnior used to like to repeat this part of the 
conversation. 

Prince Gharles; “On August HHh, you advised a 
flanking movement on the right wing; but vour sug™ 




CHANG ARNIKR AND THD EMPIRE 


Ohnngurnior: “If it had boon, the German army 
would have been in a plight 1“ 

I Vince Charles: “Quite true; we would have all 
been thrown in the Moselle.” 

On October 29th, Changumicr and the Prince met 
again: 

Primm Charles: “ I gave the King the gist of our 
interview and lie was much interested in what you 
said. Would you go to Versailles? I would make, 
it very easy for you to get there, and the journey 
might result in much good.” 

t'lmngnrnier: “In whose name should T go? I 
am not autlmri/.ed to speak for the Government of 
National Defense, for the Regent nor for the Count 
of ('lmmhurd. I could act only in my own name, for 
1 do not represent France in any way.” 

Prince Charles: “ But M. Thiers is at this moment 
visiting all the courts of Furope.” 

Chaugaruier: “Yes, and lie is so clever that he 
will make all France believe that he is serving the 
country’s best interests by his efforts.” 

At. this moment, Marshal Canrobert entered the 
room, and Prince Charles repeated to him what he 
hml just said to (llmngarnier concerning his going 
to Versailles. 41 1 cannot urge too strongly this 
course,” he said. But Changarnier made a stiff re¬ 
fusal. “It was evident that en this occasion, as on 
mo many others,” said the general later, “the Prus¬ 
sian Government was trying to make a double play. 
It made me think of Alexander I pretending to be 
treating with Napoleon, during the campaign of 
1814, when the allies were all the time gaining vic- 

. .. __ A^ XU * TT'w 
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peror: ‘The fortune of war is always ho uncur- 
(ain!’ ” 

Frederick Charles know full well Hint a majority 
of the French nation at that very momout would 
havo preferred a trunty of peace made with tin* Em¬ 
peror rathur than with anybody else; that, thu dy¬ 
nasty, though overthrown, had duup roots in thu 
country, and that it would perhaps In* to the interest 
of everybody to do nothing to prevent its restora¬ 
tion. At this moment, too, tin* Herman Uovernmeut, 
hh Prince Charles was aware, was making efforts to 
negotiate with the Empress through one of her rep¬ 
resentatives, M« Theuphile Gautier, at Versailles. 
“They wen* ever rareful,” Haiti Ctmnganuer, “to 
have several strings to tla*ir how in order to obtain 
tin* best possible advantages for Prussia. “ 

General t’hangarnier was preparing to start for 
Frankfurt on the-Muin, whieh he hud chosen as his 
place of detention, when an nub* th* eamp from 
J‘rinee Frederick Charles brought him a passport 
whieh madt* it possible for him to seek refuge in a 
neutral state without Ins being asked to give a parole 
of any kind. Ho tin* general went to Brussels, arriv¬ 
ing there on November 2, t^Tn. lit* wan in most 
straitened eire.umsfnnees. He had only Ids military 
clothes, and Ids purse was too short to buy others. 
He settled in a modest apartment in the Hue Fosse 
nine lamps, where shortly afterwards he received 
a letter from the Emperor thanking him for Ids 
valiant conduct ami great services at Metz. 

At this troubled moment, tin* hut hopes of a large 
body of men turned towards General ('haugarnier. 
Many felt that a political scheme might have a good 
chance of bucochh in which Chnngunder could bn 





thin scheme and tin* later career of flie general 
seemed to show that she was nut far wrong in her 
view; nor did the Hmpemr toward-* the end of his 
lifts disagree with her on this point, If should he 
remembered, furthermore, that t'haugunuer wan in- 
tlueneed by bin Urlennhl friend- hip-* and that he 
wuh exceedingly ambitionThouMi he had suffered 
bin ambition to slumber during a hunt period, now, 
in the autumn of lifts it might revive and he might 
ht‘ tempted to try ami play a prominent part whieh 
circumstances prevented him from playing daring 
tin* Presidency of Louis Napoleon ami whieh 
wounded pride forbade him to play durum the Km- 
pi re. Anyway, the subject was broached to him 
during November am! December, 1^70, while he was 
residue in Brussels, the celebrated (’uuntesH Wn* 
lewskn, widow of the former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Second Kmpitv, being extremely 
active in tin* matter, supported by several other 
leading Imperialists, Htieh as the Due d ‘Albuiera, 
Marshal Fanrohert anti M. Levert, the active Buna 
partial deputy. 

At the end of Deeemht*r t (‘tumtess Wnlewska 
wrote to a friend these lines, whieh are lien* pub¬ 
lished for tin* first time: “Here is i linngu rider's 
plan: lit* would enter Paris, ami get somebody 1 
don’t know whom -to nominate him Minister of 
War or Military (lovenmr of the rity, and, having 
reestablished order, that w to say, after arresting 
or exiling the whole band of present raseals, call 
together an assembly, He said: 'The time is draw¬ 
ing near when something must he done; Paris is 
going to surrender and then KcrimtH negotiations 
must be undertaken,* Breaking off, he ooutimml: 
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‘When* Ih Presidmit Schneider?* ‘In London/ I 
repealed. ‘ Perhaps tin* former Phambor might be 
brought together at Amiens.’ 1 repeat what I have 
a I way h held, viz., that < ‘hmigarnier will not commit 
himself, lie declares that lu* would have no au¬ 
thority if ho aotod in tho Emperor’s name. But if 
otborH haul <lu* way ami if Prussia offers hotter 
toruiH, ho will nut uppOKe tin* reestablishment of the 
Kinpiro, but bo personally raimot bring back tho 
Emperor. I found him in great perplexity over tho 
whole nit nation, lb* lmn received letters from Paris 
in whieh it is stated that all is up with Troelm and 
that the only hope is in Vinoy, whieh choice pleases 
him. lit' said to me: 'The Emperor ought to have 
made me (lovernor of Paris or Minister of War. 
If he had done so, the Empress would still be on the 
throne. After the otters I had made, he ought to 
have done something for me and considered me an 
honorable man. But all that is ancient history. 
Let us look nt the future.’ I do not know what to 
make of it all, hut this is certain, Phnngnmier is 
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of the TmpC' rial cause, M. Levert, mentioned above, 
whose mission wan to (alk matters over with the 
aged general. The 4 printnpal parts of the important 
interviews which M. Levert had with Ueneral Chan¬ 
ge rni or are given below and an' taken from tin* un¬ 
published report which was sent to the Emperor by 
M, Levert. 

“ At the first, meeting, I eonfmed my attention to 
general statements, speaking ehieily of the ehancoH 
which existe'd of reestablishing the' Empire immedi¬ 
ately after the peace. 

“Changarnicr: ‘Who will sign this peace!’ 

“Levert: ‘The Emperor cannot sign it, as he is 
a prisoner; but the Regency remains standing, and 
there will surely he found some devoted citizen, who, 
animated by patriotic*, sentiments, will, like' the Duke 
of Richelieu in 1H14 consent to place his signature 
at the foot of a treaty, painful though it be, but 
which will put an end to the evils from which the 
country is suffering.’ 

“Ohangarnier: 1 lint who will he* bet’ 

“Levert: ‘You, perhaps, general.’ 

“Ohangarnier: ‘ I know Prince Frederick Charles 
and have some' influence with him. I saw him five 
times. But then l have no power. No one has 
entrusted me with this mission and before I ex mid 
act 1 must he authorized by some one to act. And 
do you really believe in flu* Emperor's return to 
power!’ 

“Levert: 4 1 not only believe it, I am certain of it. 
All over the country the people are saying: “The 
Emperor has been betrayed.“ The reaction is evi¬ 
dent, it ia palpable.’ 

“Ohangarnier: ‘That’s quite true. I have r&- 
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wived letters saying the Hamo tiling, and it has been 
told me, (‘to. Bid liuw is the Emperor!’ 

“Dovert: 4 Ilis Majesty hears his captivity with 
a dignified resignation, and a moral courage which 
you know.’ 

“Ehangaruier: 4 Does la* wish to return to power!’ 

“Dover! : 4 Not for himself, general. The disap¬ 
pointments, injustice, and calumnies which he has 
endured lately do not make him regret the loss of 
the crown. But he considers it. his duty to return 
to power, lit* wishes to repair as far as he can, the 
ruins caused by tin* war. And besides, lie does not 
feel fret' to abandon to tin* agitations of the present 
ami to the uneertainty of tin* future the eight mil¬ 
lions of men who eotiiide in him. 5 

“(‘hangarnier: ‘The task will not he a light one.’ 

“ 1 /evert: ‘ Xo, and that is why la*, counts on the 
assistance of all worthy men to enable him to ac¬ 
complish it.’ 

*' ('hangarnier: 4 He will (hid many opposing 
parties facing him. 5 

“Bcvert: 4 Pour months of misery and the fear 
of the unknown make parties reflect deeply. And 
the will of the nation may make itself heard again. 
The Emperor could once more secure a favorable 

plebiscite. ’ 

“C’lmngsirnier: ‘Yes, l agree with you, ho would 
still have a majority of the nation with him.’ 

* ‘ Eevert: ‘And if certain persons gave us trouble, 
Paris has not forgotten, general, how well you re¬ 
stored order and secured tranquillity on another oc¬ 
casion.’ 

u (thammrnier: * I should like to see you again and 
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continue this conversation. I sltall expect you at 
my house on Sunday. * ” 

After that interview, (’hnngarnier went to nee 
Princess Mathilda, related the whole conversation to 
her which she hastened to write to the Hmperor. 
She did not overlook the difficult irs of tin* enterprise 
or Oluinganiier’s hesitation to begin. Pott her opin¬ 
ion was that the matter should md In* abandoned; 
on the contrary, it should he conducted with the 
greatest cure. Ho on Sunday, M. I,evert kept his 
engagement, and his report continues as follows: 

“('hnngarmer has had time to weigh matters. 
But he is still determined to say neither Yes or Xo, 
He passed the different fpactions in review, 
“Chaugarnier: ' You know, it will he no easy task 
to eomluet peace negotiations in the Prussian eump. 
tt is a great responsibility to assume. Ho you know 
what their conditions will he?’ 

“Levert; ‘That will probably depend largely on 
the cleverness of the negotiator. But in any ease, 
the conditions will he more favorable for the Fai¬ 
lure than for any other form of government.’ 
“(-hangarnier: ‘ Why!* 

“ He vert: ‘Because t hi* King of Prussia, who, in 
spite of his declarations to the contrary, has a very 
friendly finding for the Kmporor, will treat only 
with the greatest reluctance with the Republic.* 
“('hnngarnier: 4 1 understand that. But how does 
he feel towards the others!* 

“Levert: *1 see no “others” hut the Orleans 
princes, and they have no standing as pretenders. 
Moreover, reigning sovereigns take no interest in 
giving encouragement to younger branches. 1 
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“Chnngnrmer: ‘That strikes mo as true. But 
what will tin* conditions practically be,?’ 

“Revert: ‘It is Haiti, general, that Prussia will 
leave uh Rorramc and will lake only a part of 
Alsace.* ” 

This remark t»f M. licvert may be questioned, for 
at (hut tlale an aid*' de eump of the Kmperor wrote 
to a friend, Hinting Hud Prussia would not yield an 
iota in the matter of Alsace. The report continues, 
M. Devert Reing the speaker: 

“ * Ah regards tlu* ecmdltioiiH, however, it is im¬ 
possible to say exnetly what they will bed 

“(Imugaruier: ‘l know Prussia is tired of the 
war. Put if we abandon A Inner, the country will 
never furtive the Kmperor. It would make his re¬ 
turn to power next to an impossibility. But it would 
no! have the name effect on tin* prospects of the 
Prince ImjH*rial But leaving this Alsace matter 
out of the quest ion, how do you propose that the 
Kmpemr should return 1 Yes, 1 admit that the 
peasants will vote for him. The name of Napoleon 
lias nut hist its prestige. But wind. I do not see 
is the* menus by which the Kmprror is to get back. 
It is the proceeding itself that puzzles me.’ 

“Devert; ‘When the cause is good, the way is 
easy. Dinner at the various possibilities. Admit for 
a moment that Bourlmki’s movement towards the 
east should mb mirreed and that, after her heroic 
efforts, Paris, which has kept up the honor of 
France, idmuhl lie reduced to the sad extremity of 
capitulation. At that same moment peace prelim¬ 
inaries might he signed with the representatives of 
the Regent, and the Regency, which still exists legal¬ 
ly. would return to Paris. Then, from the capital of 
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to some* of them, General. For inBtarice, a few days 
a pro I whs at. Cologne, and met there by chance three 
captains who wort' prisoners of war. Two of them 
had signed that protest and yd they said to mo: 
“When will the Emperor he. released? When he 
enters Paris, we want to be by his side, pistol in 
hand. Here are our names; we wish him to know 
it. Many of our fellow officers, who lost their heads 
momentarily, think as we do. We signed that docu¬ 
ment in a moment of thoughtlessness, in the hopes 
that it might help to bring about peace.” ’ 

“Changernier: ‘There must lie no mistakes made. 
As haulers of this return policy, we need new men, 
~ young and vigorous. There must be an energetics 
ministry. The Emperor is in error if he thinks his 
old staff will do.’ 

“Pevort: 4 1 think the Emperor holds the same 
view on (his point as you do.’ 

“Changaniier: ‘Suppose Paris, once herself 
again should demand the calling together of a 
Const it tient Assembly? This is highly probable. 
What are you going to do about it I And if, at this 
moment, we only knew what is going on in Paris 1 
That is the* all important factor in the whole prob¬ 
lem. But we must wait to learn this. People 
come to me with overtures, but I can assure you I 
have* so far made no promises to anybody. I cannot 
make any to day, either; but I will think the whole 
question over.’ 

“In our first conversation, I did not fail to tell 
the general how much the Emperor admired hia 
clutrador and his services, nor to point out how 
greatly he would add to the glory of his career by 
aiding in the restoration of the only government 
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restored regency would he a fme crowning of his 
public car<*or f (‘specially as al tin* same lime, ho 
would have rendered a (rue service to (he country 
and have obtained terms of pence much less onerous 
limn those which were finally granted. F»u{ he was 
an old royalist and naturally hesitated to openly 
declare himself an imperialist. If ho listened to the 
plan as it was laid before him by M. Revert, it. was 
because be saw therein a real interest for the 
country, and not. simply the satisfying of his own 
ambition. In fact, it was these two opposing at¬ 
tractions which made him hesitate, even if the ob¬ 
stacles in tin* way of realization had not struck him 
as being very dillieult to surmount. 

(leneral ('hnngnrnier was approached in the same 
manner as In* hud been approached by M. Revert, 
by both tin* < ‘mate tie (‘Jmmbord and tin* Orleans 
Princes. Hut la* felt that they wen* not popular, 
which is tin* reason In* made them no promises. 
However, was this a Huflicient reason for returning 
to the Empire whose* full was so recent? The ca¬ 
tastrophe had been so complete that the idea of re- 







first ascertaining wliat was the conqueror’s view of 
the matter. 

The Emperor was very much embarrassed in the 
midst of all these conflicting opinions. Ho was not 
yet convinced of the necessity for bis abdication, 
and he was adverse to acting in this matter beforo 
obtaining the best advice. One of Ids aides-de-camp 
has declared that it would have been difficult to get 
the Emperor to consent to his abdication. But this 
assertion is too strong, in the light of the fact that 
somewhat later the Emperor declared how little 
he cared for the crown, per sc. But before he took 
a definite position, he wished to know exactly how 
he was to be replaced on the throne, if he vacated 
it. “Nor was the Regency of the Empress such a 
sure way out of the difficulty,” he is reported to 
have said, “for it is not so sure that she would have 
accepted the difficult post as many of them seemed 
to think. Though she was not opposed to negotia¬ 
tions on these points, she was even less optimistic 
as to the results than were we at Wilhelmshohe.” 
What the Emperor here says concerning the Em¬ 
press is quite true. 

During all this time, General Chaugnrnier was in 
the foreground. On January 14, 1871, he was much 
surprised to receive a visit from Prince Napoleon, 
who announced his departure for London, where ho 
was to meet persons who might have influence on 
Count Bismarck. Clumgamier was as reserved with 
the Prince ns lie had been with the former envoys. 
But this did not prevent the negotiations from be¬ 
ing again taken up at the end of January by one 
of the Emperor’s aides-de-camp, General Fleury, 
who had often been charged with diplomatic misr 
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return to power, not in the form of a regency, but 
in the person of the Hmperor himself. Bui I do not 
feel that. I ran assume Hueh a responsibility, for f. 
do not know how mtieh of the blame for tin' recent 
catastrophe will be laid to the charge of the Nmpire. 
Furthermore, I am real rained from doing t hin be¬ 
cause it would mean my tweaking with my friends.” 

Thus, patriot bon, personal ambition, everything 
in short \ielded before the fear of offending old 
party alliance*. The interview came to an end here. 
Ueneral Floury returned to Wilhelmshbhe, where it 
was at length realized that nothing could he done 
with (leuend t‘hangarnier. It was an unpleasant 
experience, hut the Kmperor always felt that he had 
dune only hi* duty in trying in every way and with 
every person to save the situation and to put the 
Kmpire on it* feet once more. If all of tin* friends 
of the fallen regime had labored with the energy 
and the largeness of view of the Mmperor and his 
circle the history of France since, the year 1H70, 
might have hem* very different. 
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n Iu tin* meantime, LVuerul Tnudiu had reached 
Paris, Thru l informed flu* government of the 
regent that I, ton, was thinking of doing the same 
thins and asked for their views on this question. 
Matters had reached such a crisis, Unit I did nut 
wish to fake hi 11 *!i a decided h!<* j> unless it met with 
the approval of the iu*uint<* i*h. Hut in Paris thin 
question was not viewed in the Hume light. an at 
Chalons, Kveu at that early date, the thought of 
niy return appeared to cause considerable alarm. 
Frightened hy the restlessness winch seemed to have 
seized upon the population of Paris, {lie ministers 
were fearful lent smut* ground might he furnished 
for a sudden uprising, and, as a friend at Paris 
wrote me at the time, very frankly, ‘the return of 
the vanquished Kmperor to the metropolis would, 
m their eyes, determine just such an outbreak as 
they dreaded.’ At the same moment, tin* Knipress 
wrote me these words: ‘Though 1 am troubled about 
your own safety and that of our non, still l think, 
with (leneral Pnlikno and the oilier ministers, that 
It is wiser for yon at lids moment to remain in the 
provinces, much an I should like to have you at my 
side. They foresee numberless compliant iona, in¬ 
surrectionary movements and perhaps the eventual 
dissolution of the Legislative Pauly. We may have 
to have recourse to arms to keep control here. Wo 
doubt if we have still sufficient prestige to re¬ 
establish the authoritative system of former tiny a 
and have public opinion on our side. We have very 
few* troops here, and what is worse, the battalions of 
the Heine Mobiles are getting restive and we fear 
are going to give us trouble. Would it not he wiser, 
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(leneral Trochu reached Paris shortly before mid¬ 
night <>n August Pith, and went straight to the 
Home Oiiiee, where he round M. Ilonri Chovroau, 
Minister of the Interior, to whom lie showed the de¬ 
cree naming him ((leneral Trochu) military gov¬ 
ernor of Paris. The general asked that it be immedi¬ 
ately printed in tho official journal. The minister 
told the Empress later that he did not try to hide 
his profound astonishment at this “nomination,” 
and it awakened in her mind considerable anxiety. 
The Minister said to (leneral Trochu: “X cannot take 
the responsibility id* printing the Emperor’s decree 
until I shall have consulted my colleagues of the 
cabinet, 1 must have it countersigned by a min¬ 
ister.” Put (leneral Trochu insisted very strongly 
that he should do what he asked and said: “As the 
Emperor has told the ministry nothing about this 
nomination, it is evident that he foresaw that there 
might be sorin' objeetions to it; and I myself object 
most decidedly to have my nomination discussed by 
the cabinet. If 1 could see the Empress, perhaps 
I eotdd obtain from her Majesty the sanction that 
would satisfy your scruples.” He was so deter¬ 
mined and kept at it ho long, that finally the minister 
yielded. “ Paris will run a real danger,” ho said, 
among other things, “if on the arrival of the Mo¬ 
biles, l nin nut here as governor to aid you in re¬ 
straining these impetuous youths.” Ho, notwith¬ 
standing the advanced hour, the minister consented 
to conduct (leneral Troclm to the Tuburies and ask 
an audience of the Empress. There was little sleep 
for any one at the Tuileries during those nights 
of anguish and anxiety, when each hour brought a 
new danger or an untoward complication of some 
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Ion! popularity; for, however Had it is for mo to say 
it, the truth is that his popularity is lost at least 
for the moment. Why, I am told by those in a good 
posit ion to know, that under existing circumstances, 
the lOmperor would never reach the Tuileries alive, 
if he were* to attempt to return now. Hence it is 
that, 1 am most energetically opposed to your plan, 
General. No, tin' Emperor shall not come back to 
Paris,” said she and added these words which show 
how great were her anxiety and anguish to thus for¬ 
get for a moment the demands of discretion if not of 
politeness: “Only the Kmperor’s enemies could 
advise him to join us here in this dangerous spot.” 

But (tenoral Troehu was not offended by this 
closing arraignment of him and his friends and of 
their very questionable conduct and acts. Perhaps 
it was wily ambition that prevented him from tak¬ 
ing exception to these words, or perhaps ho compre¬ 
hended the emotion that must have filled the heart 
of the Empress at such a moment. However that 
may he, he did try to exculpate himself at least 
by saying that, such were, tin* views of Prince Na¬ 
poleon and others who were present at the Chalons 
council of war. 

There were other points in the plans laid before 
the Empress on this occasion by General Troehu, 
points which were particularly dear to him from the 
fact that they were quite his own. lie advocated 
the complete abandoning by everybody of all con¬ 
siderations of internal affairs, so that all France 
could be united to a man for repelling the common 
enemy. Tin* adversaries as well as the friends of 
the dynasty were to bo invited to participate in this 
immense patriotic effort, fighting against the for- 
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luring Empire, by insinuating that he was the instru¬ 
ment of a political plot and even telling him so right 
to his face P 

“There wan a large element of naivete in Tro- 
ohu’s make-up that he could express such an absurd 
opinion as this. Anybody who knew the Empress’s 
character was aware of the excessive impulsiveness 
and chivalrousness of her nature. These charac¬ 
teristics Hulliciently explain why she made the pro¬ 
posal which appeared to so puzzle Trochu. Did it 
never occur to him that it was a queer moment to 
try and insult a. man who was in a position to do so 
much for tin* country and the dynasty? Though the 
Empress may have, considered Trochu full of am¬ 
bition, she was too much a woman of the world to 
tell him so point blank. She had learned the lesson 
taught by Talleyrand that words are given us to 
conceal our thoughts. One has simply to read 
Trochu’s (dTorts at self-justification to see how 
great were* his presumption, vanity, and ambition. 
Not satisfied witli his nomination to the high post of 
governor of Paris, he wished to act the part of a 
victim and martyr in accepting it. Thus, he has 
said: ‘Instead of meeting in Paris with the welcome 
which my sacrifices and sincere devotion to the 
cause slmll have obtained, l was an object of in¬ 
sulting suspicion and of continuous conspiracy, my 
honesty and honor both being continually called in 
question.’ As the Emperor well said at a later 
period: ‘If Trochu really thought he was being in¬ 
sulted, why didn’t he resign! As far as I know, he 
never offered to do so. He even went further and 
hid his vexation beneath protestations of devotion 
and indulged in the warmest and most formal terms 
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llini moment, General Troehu appeared like a faith¬ 
ful servitor, declaring his attachment to his Em¬ 
peror and his country. Admiral Jurien de la Gra- 
yiere exclaimed: ‘1 am convinced of his sincerity. 7 
Like Mae.Mahon, at Chalons, lie believed that ‘Gen- 
eral Troehu is an honest man and will loyally carry 
out his promises. 7 ‘There is nothing to fear, 7 the 
Lmpiess said to me; ‘General Trochn 7 s nomina¬ 
tion should be. announced to-morrow. General 
1‘alikao should lie found forthwith, so that he can 
countersign the decree. 7 

“At first, General Palikao was put in a decidedly 
hud temper at the sight of this decree, and ex¬ 
claimed; ‘The ministers were not consulted in the 
matter, ami the hierarchical customs have been dis¬ 
regarded. Again, the title of “Governor of Paris 77 
does not exist and 1ms not been used for years. 7 
For a moment, I feared the Minister of War might 
resign, so vexed was he at this measure. But he 
somewhat calmed down when I told him of what 
hud happened at. the Tuilerics, and eventually he 
signed the decree. What is more, he loyally ac¬ 
cepted the responsibility of his act and stood by it 
when it came up before the legislative Body. 77 

When the Mobiles of the Seine arrived from 
Chalons, General Troehu informed the Minister of 
War of the fact. “This was a fresh surprise to 
me,” General Palikao has said in a manuscript mem¬ 
orandum, “for 1 had not been told of their coming, 
the reason being that the order had been obtained 
at Chahms from the Emperor direct, an excellent 
example of the* rather chaotic state of things which 
reigned at this moment in the government and which 
did so much to paralyze all our efforts, especially 
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over tho national guard, the Imperial guard and all 
the troops stationed in the Department of tho Seine. 
As ho was nominated simultaneously both by mo 
and tho Regent, he had a prestige that no friend of 
tho Empire could ignore, and his military position 
was very strong, backed as he was by eighteen thou¬ 
sand Mobile guards, stationed permanently in the 
capital at a moment when all tho regulars were be¬ 
ing sent to the front by the Minister of War. We 
all realized at that time that the fate of the Empire 
was in the hands of G(moral Trochu; hut what we 
all did not realize was how feeble those hands would 
show themselves to be I If he had put his influence 
and his popularity at the disposal of the Empress, 
moderate public opinion, tho Mobile guards and the 
better part of the inhabitants would not have grad¬ 
ually gone over to tho insurrectionary movement. 
Of this I have no doubt, and this view is shared 
by many others beside myself. If Trochu had pur¬ 
sued this course, it would have been a great check 
to tho republican Left, which would have then found 
itself supported in its efforts to overturn the Em¬ 
pire by only a handful of respectable republican 
leaders and a mass of rabble, demagogues and shady 
professional agitators. This situation would have 
placed the republicans in a very weak position j for 
without the aid of tho vacillating moderates, they 
could not have hoped to got control of tho reins of 
government, and the revolutionists would have been 
left alone in their ingloriousness. But by counter¬ 
manding the Opposition, Trochu thereby gave it 
much of the strength that it needed, disorganized 
the government and brought about tho final triumph 
of tho insurrectionary party.” 
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At the beginning, General Trochn was f( 
ground and had not yet chosen the path 1 
follow. Everything depended on his own 
and the changing circumstances. It would 1 
imprudent to break with the Regency at 
if one of the armies on the eastern fronth 
gain a victory and return triumphant to I 
legal government would become all-powerf 
and Trochu’s game would be ended and he 
looked upon as a traitor. But not to smi 
Opposition, which was gaining strength e^ 
would also be a grave mistake. He conclude 
fore, that his best plan was to temporize, tc 
his popularity and keep an even balance bei 
Empire and the Opposition, until, to use a 
phrase, which the Emperor employed in ' 
connection, he should see which way the 
going to jump. Whatever should happer 
that he had a fine part to play. In the mear 
was careful to increase his personal aut 
every way he could, so that when the supi 
ment came, all parties would have to reco 
strength and admit that he was master of 1 
tion. 

M. Chevreau’s notes say: “His very : 
showed the egotism of his nature. He wa; 
speaking and writing and he never let an 
escape for gratifying this abnormally c 
cacoothes Scribendi et loquendi, and I am te 
add a third gerund, carpendi. Thus, he a 
a flowery manifesto to the Mobiles of the 
which he introduced himself to those obsi 
youths as ‘their protector,’ and reminded t 
It was he who ‘had brought them back 
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homra, where if wan their right to boP 'Their 
right P he had already lined that phrase at Chalons, 
Never before had a French general, especially in 
the midst ol a war and with the eninny at the very 
gates, ho forgotten himself uh to encourage insub¬ 
ordination. At the next meeting of the ministers, 
General de Palikno railed our attention to this 
phrase and exclaimed with the greatest energy: 
‘Ihiring war times, soldiers have hut one right, and 
that is to obey their superiors, otherwise what hope 
of success can there he? 1 cannot permit sedition to 
he taught in the French army, and 1 consequently re¬ 
sign my post,’ We were much moved by this scene 
and tried to reconcile the two generals. The Mm* 
press, who presided as Regent, said with much kind¬ 
ness but ’energy: 4 My dear general, I must insist 
on your not withdrawing from the cabinet, especial¬ 
ly in such a crisis, and I trust you will resume the 
portfolio which you have held with so much credit 
to yourself and such great benefit to the nation,’ 
The general, much touched by this eloquent speech, 
which plainly came right from the heart, answered, 
bowing politely to the flushed lady who sat at the 
head of the council-board: *1 can withdraw my resig¬ 
nation only in case General Trochu recognizes for¬ 
mally my full authority as Minister of WarP These 
words were pronounced with marked firmness, and 
Trochu saw that ho must come more than half way, 
and as the moment had not yet arrived for open 
resistance, he yielded to the storm, rose and made 
the statement which his hierarchical chief had the 
right to expect from him. But the regent and all 
of us ministers saw that there would bo henceforth 
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existing government. The interests of the country 
were bound up in those of the government which 
represented it. But I regret to say that in our dear 
France, one sometimes meets people who have a 
strange way of understanding patriotism. The re¬ 
public, even when it was of a very red and socialistic 
Inns has seen conservatives push into the back¬ 
ground their convictions and their preferences when¬ 
ever national honor or the ling of France was 
threatened. On the contrary, our republicans, es¬ 
pecially those at the end of the Funpire, seemed to 
rejoice at tin 4 misfortunes of the nation, because 
they saw in these misforimies the triumph of their 
favorite form of government. As the series of our 
disasters grew in numbers and importance, these 
men showed no sorrow, hut were all the. more de¬ 
lighted as they saw coming nearer and nearer the 
moment of the realization of their fond hopes.” 

The republicans were justified in believing their 
advent close at hand, for it became more and more 
evident that they now had at the head of the mili¬ 
tary forces in the capital a man ready to do their 
bidding when the moment came to act. As a minis¬ 
ter well expressed it, ‘* Troehu stands ready to de¬ 
liver over the keys of the citadel which he had been 
appointed to defend 1” In the council of ministers 
Troehu, in order to counteract the effect of his 
words, letters and actions, pretended to be most 
conciliatory, repeatedly declared his devotion to the 
Empire, and always spoke in a most re-assuring tone 
of Ills own intentions and of the political situation. 
The TuilericH still Imlieved in his veracity, The 
Empress could not admit that Troehu would allow 
personal ambition to lead him from the oath of dutv. 
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not the Empress better understood ber role when 
she constantly said to those around her : 1 Think only 
of Prance V That is why she did not hesitate to 
sacrifice herself to the public welfare, and, a few 
days later, refused to defend her throne against the 
ever-increasing mol).” 

The party of opposition to the Empire was begin¬ 
ning daily to feel greater confidence in General Tro- 
elm. “I really believe lie is our man,” remarked 
a leader on tin* republican side of the Legislative 
Body within bearing of one of the ministers, who 
repeated to the. Empress this signilicant confidence. 
“The hopes we founded in him have been sur¬ 
passed,” said this same agitator a few days later. 
Of course, tins was far better than they had ever 
dreamed, “for they had an accomplice at tile very 
council-board of the government itself,” as the Em¬ 
peror very correctly put it. “The Imperial regime 
was still very strong, and it would not have been so 
easily broken down on September 4th, if at the very 
fountain head of authority there had not been Gen¬ 
eral Troeliu.” 

On the morning of August 21st, General Trochu 
was called upon by the leading members of the Left, 
with Jules Favre, Picard and Jules Ferry at their 
head. A friend of mine who managed to be present 
at this curious interview has left this interesting 
report of what was said there: “The Governor 
entered into long and detailed explanations of his 
course arid his opinions on the topics of the hour. 
‘My role and my views have been misunderstood, , 
ho began by saying, acting the part of the unap¬ 
preciated hero. He charged the Empire with having 
committed one fault after another and declared it 
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to ho ‘solely responsible fur mu* reverses.* Ho had 
much to say about patriotism and what he called 
‘mural force,* tlumph he didn’t explain exact ly what 
he meant by the hue souudiup phrase, lit* din* 
played alt the riches of Ids well known eloquence 
and gradually fere away the veil which until then 
had somewhat hidden the real aim * of his ambitious 
nature. It was r\ idem hy their questions and their 
worths of eucourac'emeut that tin* deputies of flat 
Loft full) realized the extent of tin* wmmded vanity 
which was uppermost in the mind of this man, who 
thought even - lptod thimt that lmd been accomp 
lished was tlm* to him ami who considered himself 
capable of pbninq the first part hut to whom the 
Hmpire had assumed only a secondary one. They 
Went away convinced that Troehu would ho with 
them at the right time, anti without openly request, 
ing Ida support, they fluttered him amt from that 
day on watched him as far as thin was possible, 
under the pretext of helping him in Ids mission. 
From now on, they were often seen at the Uov 
amor's quarters, and wen* quiek to seize upon the 
imprudent words wldeli too often fell from tlm lips 
of tin* talkative general. Wither party went so far 
as to put itself in a compromising position, hut both 
parties were very close to an agreement. For the 
moiiicnl, Troehu had not entindv forgotten the fable 
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not put a stop to them. At length General Trochu 
seemed to realize that he must either prevent these 
visits or explain them. So forestalling all criticism 
he seized the first opportunity of once again re¬ 
assuring the Empress of his devotion and his fidel¬ 
ity. “Madam,” he said, “if your private police is 
doing its duty, you must know that I am in com¬ 
munication with members of the Opposition. It is 
necessary for me to study all shades of public opin¬ 
ion, which sufficiently explains my conduct in this 
particular. But your Majesty must never doubt my 
devotion to her and the dynasty. I offer you as a 
guarantee of my sincerity my triple title of soldier, 
Catholic and Breton.” But, notwithstanding these 
fine words, the enemies of the Empire grew more 
and more confident of the real meaning of the Gen¬ 
eral’s course and the more the deputies of the Left 
saw of Trochu, the greater was their arrogance. 
This was plain to everybody at the Tuileries and all 
often spoke of the fact. “But what can we do about 
it ? ” was heard on every hand in court circles. 

Until now, the sittings of the Legislative Body 
had been relatively calm. The chief effort of the 
Left was forcing the government to arm the national 
guard. But they soon saw that nothing important 
could be accomplished without stirring up a riot 
of some sort. So in order to get the workmen to 
leave their shops, alarming news was cunningly 
circulated. The Left felt that no more time was to 
be lost. They feared that a victory might be won 
a,t the front and the Emperor return at the head of 
a triumphant army. A new military disaster was 
needed to bring about the wished for insurrection. 
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there wan no reason why there should not bo sent, 
as was the oast* during tlu* (Convention, commis¬ 
sioners to the armies, or why deputies should not 
also nit with the ministers at cabinet meetings. In 
this way, it, would eventually happen that tho ex¬ 
ecutive power would yield to the omnipotence of 
the legislative power. It was plain what the Op¬ 
position was striving to accomplish,--once having 
got the majority in the executive branch, they would 
find a way of crowding in on the heels of the ma¬ 
jority, and the citadel would be taken.” 

Rut tin* government was adamantine in the matter 
(jf the principle of the proposal, though quite ready 
to allow three deputies to come into the (Committee 
of Defense, provided they were chosen by the gov¬ 
ernment, The cabinet finally chose M. Thiers, Dara 
and Dupuy tie Rome whom the Legislative Body had 
intended to elect. On August 24th, an important 
discussion took place in tin* Legislative Body, when 
tin* 1 a*ft math* it plain that what they wanted was 
direct partieipatiou in executive authority. M. 
Ernest Picard, one of the hauling republican dep¬ 
uties, openly stated their purpose when, in tho lob¬ 
bies, he sniti to a moderate deputy, who reported the 
conversation to the Empress the same evening, that 
“we distrust tin* men of the Empire, and if you 
expert the Left to support the cabinet, you must put 
some of our members in a position to see what tho 
ministers are doing.” At this point M. Jules Favro 
came up and added: “We hold the Empire solely 
responsible for all the misfortunes of the moment 
and we naturally cannot believe that such a fatal 
regime can save the country. If the nation has 
confidence in the imperial government, it should say 
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ho; liuf if it hasn’t thin routhhupr, iih I hrlh vo to ho 
the* rasr, tlmii tho l.rgislntiv*« Body should plan* 
nlongaidf of t»n* minUfriu usis*^ ih puthu who would 
labor with tin* rabiipt, atinotia!** if and nut iu tIn* 
work of national dH«- um*„ *1 bo 0 * 010 ! ry and it.-, iu» 

{dilutions mumd In* w-paratod and \i«*w*'d apart,** 
"M, Ku vrr right*" sa\ h tin* Kinpotor, '* u h«*n 
ht* dociarofl that tin* nation and it-* in .fbuhoim unmt 
bo un«', Bus! la* was wrong w Ion }p* ron«*hid**d that 
Uh ins! itutimia mud bo d** tr***,< it, IK wa** nprak• 
mg tlnas lilo* a rotnjuouplmv iw ohitn*ni-4. lb* 
mado mat fora w or*o* win* it In* iwchttmod «*n tin* Hour; 
‘ Buna an t*mdav»*d land tW its itfV uh would n 
fm* land V M. Knvjv’a fouru* f*nnd the miniMlry 
rithor to muit' out Mjumvly in nuppojt of tip* rights 
of tin* Kiujiijv and to .abandon it * j«4»«*> of rnupili- 
tttiun, or to pass imt in sdrsim* tbU rludtrmp* of 
tho la*ft whirls wottld dBrouing«* it-' ow n par!U iiih, 
If tin* It rut linn won* adopted, tin* 1 .«•!'! would not 
fail to hu y to tin* fount ry that iU own intoo- d , w««rr 
bring aarnfiri'd to t!i«»M* of tin* «h irril) , mid if tin* 
BrtHmd lino worn fullowvd tin* 1 a ft w.aild nay that 
tin* govt*rmn‘*nl wan not ;mn* what ii-> own lights 
warn, Urn* wan n dihiimm. Hit* situation was a 
ltuml dflifato om*. Thu rnbiin-t dan d not r«*j»Iy 
dirartly to M. JulrH Kuvn*. 1 lit I it lav* always 
Bfrmrd to un* that it should lmvr dund t«. do It 
ahould lmvo rr nfliriiinl lip* rights of th»* k'"o*i nm>*nt, 
it should lmvo pointed out tin* sophism »»f tin* taft 
and brought forth finally tin* logical ronolu mui of 
the pmuiHfH, vivti, tin- absolute ipvi**;dty of main- 
taming tin* Kmpin*, Thin roui »**» w ould ha\ «• lu ar**d 
ttp many hrmtnting minds. Hut tin* rather timid 
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dence, wliicli it easily obtained, from tlie wavering 1 
majority. This debate of August 24th, and especial¬ 
ly its conclusion has always seemed to me one of 
the chief among the many mistakes made by our 
party at Paris during this terrible crisis. But I 
fully recognize the fact that there is nothing easier 
than to criticize a long time after an event.” 

The Left, greatly encouraged by its first success, 
continued to pursue its real aim, viz., making the 
Legislative Body sovereign and subordinating the 
cabinet, perhaps even destroying it,—all of which 
happened in the very near future. In a word, the 
Left was steering towards a power which was 
neither the Empire nor the Revolution, and the 
conservatives in the Legislative Body perceiving 
that this power would be largely in their hands—at 
least they thought so then, though after events were 
to prove that such was not to be the case—this 
satisfied many deputies who were dissatisfied with 
the actual situation. “This was an excellent posi¬ 
tion in which to rest on one’s arms,” says the Em¬ 
peror. “As long as the Left did not feel itself 
strong enough to overthrow the Empire, it decided 
to use the Legislative Body to advance the interests 
of the Left, and so was bent on giving it new prero¬ 
gatives. But when it no longer had any use for the 
Body, then it would dispense with the Body. This 
policy was as shrewd as it was successful. The 
deputies of the Left cleverly kept the popular lead¬ 
ers outside of the Legislative Body informed of 
what they were doing, telling them that little by 
little the majority would get control and push the 
Empire aside; but as its power would have no legal 
basis and no popular support, it would soon be at 
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the merry of tin* Left, ami tin* agitators, who would 
rid themselves of it as this majority had rid itself 
of the regency. Furthermore, force, if neeessary, 
would In* resorted to in order to bring this about.'" 

In the lobbies, M, Jules l’’f‘rry said those words: 
“ Vou conservatives have only otto thing to do now, 
namely, ns you have before mm a personal govern¬ 
ment which Isas got, into a In from wltielt it eannot 
extricate itself, you should assume potter in tin* 
name* of the* country whirls elected you, and set up 
a government of the Legislative Body. You might 
respect so far as the situation of affairs will permit, 
the existing constitutional forms ami formulas, hut 
you should take into your ouit hand* the real power 
and the direction of our nutioual defense. You 
make n grave mistake to bHtolly confide in the Bali- 
kao ministry just ns you did in the Ollivhw ministry. 
The suggestion we make is iso! tli •interested. l 
eonfesH that We of tins Left do not wish to participate 
in thia committee of defense and in flits parliamen¬ 
tary governmental hotly whirls we are urging upon 
you. We would have nothing to gain by taking part 
in Hueh a government, But we do not wish that onr 
ideal form of government should begin in the midst 
of uncertainties. When the country has hern got 
out of its present difficulties by a sort of nimnyinom 
government, such uh we suggest to you, then am; 
not till then are we ready to set up our own forn 
of government. 11 

The Kmpcror «hvh: “It is not surprising that tin 

Left (‘enter was seduced by this tempting thcon 
of the Opposition for the I a*ft (‘enter was made uf 
of rather timid men who, though faithful to the Km 



OKNRRAL TROOIItT IN PARIS 


to hIiow their independence. They Haw in this pro¬ 
posal an excellent chance offered them to play an 
important part and to gain popularity without 
breaking with the government. So they took up tho 
proposition of tho la'ft and modified it. Instead of 
putting members on the committee of defense, they 
proposed the nomination of a committee of five who 
would he in constant; communication with the minis¬ 
ters and would also have au eye on tho acts of tho 
committee of defense. Though this modification 
of tin* original idea was, perhaps, less opposed to 
the constitution, it was more dangerous to law and 
order. The duties of the proposed committee were 
not clearly defined, and it would surely have become 
inevitably a sort of supervising committee, if not, in 
fact, a fuIMledged government committee. But 
(teneral de Palikuo succeeded in getting the deputies 
to reject this proposal, as lie, had boon able to do 
with the original one put forward by the Left. How¬ 
ever, the wind bad set in that direction, and France 
and file Umpire were to suffer irretrievably.” 

Thi» Bmpress was much worried over these acts 
of the Legislative Body, especially when, on August 
Blst, it was proposed to elect a committee which was 
to cooperate with the ministry for tho defense of 
Alsace and to elect another one—an “extraordinary 
committee,” it was to be called— which was to go 
to Alsace. At this moment but two departments 
were invaded. But if this plan were adopted, Ku- 
irdnie saw that numerous committees might be 
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told that the war would then become a republican 
war and the spirit of patriotism, as in ’92, would 
bring victory to the French standards. We were 
further given to understand that if the suburbs of 
Paris were not appeased by the sacrifice of the 
Empire, there would be an uprising worse than that 
of June 1848! The advance press published inflam¬ 
matory articles on these lines and the writers of 
these articles addressed excited public meetings in 
the. suburbs. Briefless barristers, doctors without 
patients, scribblers who could not find a market for 
their manuscripts, so-called students, low characters 
of all sorts—such were the class of Parisians who 
stood ready to back the leaders of the ‘revolution’ 
of September 4th, such was the rank and file of the 
army commanded by the deputies of the Left. The 
soldiers were far more advanced than the line offi¬ 
cers, and the latter more advanced than their gen¬ 
erals, the deputies. The journalists and the rank 
and file were eager to crush the Empire, by means 
of an insurrection. But the deputies, while they 
wished also to crush the Empire, were not pleased 
at the idea of accomplishing this by means of 
an insurrection. They thought they could ac¬ 
complish the same end by a parliamentary usurpa¬ 
tion. Though most of them would not actively en¬ 
courage the insurrection, they would not throw ob¬ 
stacles in its way. The deputies wanted something 
more than to be simply greeted by wild popular 
enthusiasm. They desired to set up a real and 
apparently legal government. The insurrectionary 
system frightened them, for they feared they might 
be outdone by their followers, who would suddenly 
become their leaders. Jules Simon said to a friend 
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zona, Milliere, Felix Pyat, Regere and Cavalier. 
Yon will recognize some of tliese names as having 
been to the fore before the present crisis began. 
The restless popular ranks are filled with the poor 
and the unsuccessful. Jules Valles, who styles him¬ 
self the candidate of the ‘misery party,’ has well 
described them in these words which the minister 
already mentioned wrote down for me yesterday, 
in order that I might send them to you. Here they 
are: ‘Misery without a flag leads to what has one, 
and forms an army of floating fragments, an army 
which includes in its ranks more sons of the upper 
than of the lower classes. Can you not see them 
falling upon us, they so pale, mute and emaciated, 
heating with the hones of their martyrdom on the 
drum of revolt, and waving as their flag, the blood¬ 
stained shirt of their last suicide, fastened to the 
end of a sword? God alone knows whither their 
folly may carry them.’ Another minister gives me 
this note: ‘The usual opposition of the Legisla¬ 
tive Body, the republican press, the restless mem¬ 
bers of Bohemia are all, as the Emperor well knows, 
up in arms against the Empire. This has always 
been more or less the case, only now it is more than 
less. But what the Emperor may not know through 
his absence from Paris, is that the wily Left is try¬ 
ing to get control of things without telling us just 
what form of government they mean to give us; the 
journalists of the radical press declare openly for 
the republic, so that we know very well what they 
want, while the “unclassed,” by which I mean those 
who have fallen from a higher stratum of society, 







instant more discussing this painful subject. Let 
General Vinoy start this very day.’ On the 28th 
the corps left for MeziercsI” 

The next extract is taken from a memorandum 
furnished the Empress by M. Bouhcr. I believe 
that it has never been printed before. It runs as 
follows: “Tt was expected in some quarters that 
General Troohu would complain of the departure of 
the troops to Meziercs. But the fact was that their 
going made him more than ever master of the situa¬ 
tion. But by our sending these troops beyond the 
city walls, we showed a large spirit of personal dis¬ 
interestedness and had a, right to put certain ques¬ 
tions to General Troehu, which we proceeded to do 
at the next council of ministers. At first, the gov¬ 
ernor replied somewhat vaguely to our questions, 
evading them, as usual. Thereupon I interrupted 
with, these words: ‘Excuse me, general, but we 
must come, to some practical conclusion. "What 
measures do you intend to lake to protect the Legis¬ 
lative Body T Driven into a corner, he felt forced to 
reply, and this is what he said. I noted his words 
while he was speaking, and I am sure that I have 
his exact expressions: ‘In the first place,’ he began, 
‘I may be allowed to express some surprise that 
such a question is put to a French general. When 
I accepted the post of governor of Baris, I knew 
I should have to face the possibility of the dynasty 
or the Legislative Body being menaced. If this 
should occur, I reply that, with my old Breton faith, 
l am ready to meet death on the steps of the Tui- 
leries if the dynasty is in dangerB ” 

Enclosing this memorandum to the Emperor, the 
Empress added those words; “What could be said 

393 



MFMOlhS OF TIIK FMPHFSH NWUKI 


in reply to such a Ktntemrnl fulling from il 
of tin* military governor of Burin? Nothing, t 
many of um frit that tin* fart^ gave tin* lie, 
Horry to nay, to I hi* wort l.- of thimnd Tmdm 
wr hud to believe, or at lead >r<*m to brlievi 
what In* Kidd wan tin* truth! llouevor, we all 
that hr hud uh litth* as ptthH iblr to do with fir 
inter of War, while hr wan roimiunth liohm 
with tin* lenders of the repuhlir ami heft, 
tohl on the host iniflmriH flint, in tin* prone 
tilt* deputies of I hr Left, hr bun eritiei/.ed vr 
verely the* rommiftrr of drtViHr whom b 
praised at tin* rounril of uimhdors only n few 
before. Hr had agreed with M, Bhrvrrmi th 
officers (if tin* national muml who had been aj 
rd by tin* government would 1»*‘ asked not to i 
a« they wndird to do, now that thr m*w hutt 
nrr electing thrir rtwn oilier rs. Wr counted 
nut accepting thrir redgmitionH, in mise nny 
handed in. But no winner had In* go! hark 
htmvrr, where hr received flow officers, th 
congratulated them upon the rrndfiie** with 
they hud nctpiieHeed in the elective system, a 
cep ted thrir resignations! What m to hr tl 
of mich a mnnl Of cm m ran thin action of th 
oral him done more than any one other thing ■ 
organize thr national guard mid render it mm 
fti far aa thr Kmpiro in concerned, The qu 
may now well hr linked. Who will defend tl 
ganoyf I think wr may count on the polo 
municipal guards and the little body of r* 
troops Htutiourd in tin* military depots uho 
city. But it would hr difficult to bring them 
terod and drape?rate bodies together, t tppm 
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them, the revolutionary movement would have the 
Mobiles and the new national guard.” 

Tliis memorandum, which is also by a minister 
but 1 am not perfectly sure which one, is dated a 
few days later than those already given. It runs 
as follows: “Things have reached such a pass, 
that I believe all that is necessary now to put an 
end to our regency is for the Left to strike a. vig¬ 
orous blow. Public opinion seems timid and cavil- 
la ting- -at, one moment showing sudden enthusiasm 
for the deputies of the Left who are declared to be 
patriots, then turning towards Marshal Bazaine, 
whom they believe invincible, and next swinging 
around to General Trochu whom they think capa¬ 
ble of saving both Paris and France 1” 

Many months later, the Emperor spoke as fol¬ 
lows in a conversation concerning the events of 
Hub period: “The Regency trusted in Trochu and 
also thought the Empire stronger than it was, and 
1 shan't! this opinion. The Left might have played 
a grand patriotic role, hut preferred to consult its 
own petty interests, by itself, it could not overthrow 
the Empire; but it found an unexpected support, in 
the first place, in the perhaps excessive disinterest¬ 
edness of that government, and, in the second place, 
in the disorder which General Trochu spread about 
him. Trochu has been compared to Fouche, who, in 
1815, conspired against the great Emperor with the 
Bourbons. But in the case of the Duke of Otranto, 
he might have found some excuse for his conduct in 
the fact that he was aiding in bringing back the 
legitimate rulers of the old regime, in the interests 
of order and an honorable peace. It has been said 
in palliation of Troclm’s conduct that he accepted 
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general features of political life in France,—con¬ 
siderations which affect alike all forms of govern¬ 
ment in France, whether of a demagogic, republi¬ 
can, monarchical or imperial character. This fact 
should be kept in mind in passing judgment on 
the causes which produced the sudden collapse of 
the imperial edifice in 1870. These remarks are quite 
in their place at this point in these memoirs, at 
the end of a chapter which gives the history of 
events that so well illustrate the observations of 
the Emperor. 

“It should always be remembered,” said Napo¬ 
leon III, “that the French are a Latin race and so 
are quick to despondency, as well as to elation. 
This temperament has to be reckoned with by every 
government, and more than one cabinet under all 
regimes has fallen a victim to this race character¬ 
istic. Many times during the Second Empire, we 
had to do the wrong or the weak thing, in order 
to turn this difficulty. The very statement I am 
making now I have repeatedly made in the pres¬ 
ence of the ministers at the Tuileries, with their 
approval and thorough understanding. This im¬ 
pressionability of the public is a tremendous source 
of weakness to any and every government in 
France. 

“Another cause of governmental feebleness in 
France at the moment of a crisis is the preponder¬ 
ating influence exercised over the country by Paris, 
and the excessive weakness of all the rest of France 
in everything that concerns political and adminis¬ 
trative power. One of the grave mistakes made by 
the first revolution was the blotting out of the old 
provinces. I know that it was perhaps one of the 


rtigimim, erne cloudy following the oilier, tin 
past century, that the k nut atron&ly wtnltlt»i 
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one of the various forms of government which she 
has tried for a brief period. Dynastic traditions 
are weak, family connections are broken, and when 
the hour of trial comes, the people do not rally 
patriotically around the throne, and the unfortunate 
monarch suddenly finds himself deserted even by Ms 
servants! The great Napoleon had this experi¬ 
ence; so did both of the kings of the restoration, 
the one after the other; so did Louis Philippe; and 
the Empress and I are the most recent, but prob¬ 
ably not the last, of these unlucky rulers,—victims 
of an historical disease wMch kills every sovereign 
whom it attacks.” 
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startling and unexpected that the first impression 
produced thereby was one of incredulity, and it was 
declared to be a gross exaggeration. As, however, 
no tidings were forthcoming from the army at Cha¬ 
lons and as, on the other hand, General Vinoy an¬ 
nounced the arrival of numerous fugitives at 
Mezieres, it was impossible not to realize that there 
had been a defeat. The cabinet and the Empress 
felt that it was not possible to keep the chambers in 
ignorance of the news; so it was decided to an¬ 
nounce a serious disaster, but not give any of the 
sad details till they were confirmed or denied. The 
Senate received the ministerial communication with 
a spirit of stem patriotism and showed no signs of 
wavering. But the effect of the news was quite 
different in the Legislative Body. The majority, 
though composed of men of sense who were eager 
to defend the interests of the country, revealed 
themselves as incapable of seconding the government 
at this great crisis. It may be said in extenuation 
of their strange conduct that they had not had ex¬ 
perience in grand parliamentary struggles and were 
not strong enough to fight the bold and more prac¬ 
ticed Opposition. 

“The Opposition had been patiently waiting for 
a long time for this chance to strike,” the Emperor 
said at a later period. “What indeed did they care 
for the country’s misfortunes, the defeat and capit¬ 
ulation, if they could find therein the means to 
overthrow the dynasty and get control of France 1 ? 
The French who are hard, almost impossible to gov¬ 
ern, cannot support defeat. These bold leaders util¬ 
ized this national trait and threw on the govern¬ 
ment all the blame for what had happened.” 
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It whk not poM:dhh\ limvi'Vcr, to lay tin* him 
thin fiasco mi tin* I'#if 11 M*r**r k f»n* In* n«» hunoT 
inamlnl flu* urmioa. Juh- * Favjv unnisni hi 
having born mi imprdmir!,? f •> Ma*’ Mahon, a: 

having drawn ntT fmm thr tr«jd» tun-d fu 
driVtiM* id’ tltn count r\ a bod> t«u inn «,y, it pi 
ti»n. Tllto |Mrlidinun mvit'.afioti, \m\w\ «-r, ha 
fmmdntinu in fart, Uni an th»* frh-mh* of 
Fuvro f»*nri‘i| that tin* Kiuprror, hk»- N’upoh 
after Waterloo, jnitdd hn\r r nipt *1 with a 
(hdiudmanit for tin* pin p*oi*» of i*•«*»!.-img I'nri 
Koi'/.ing tin* rcina of t*o\« nom-nt, tIt* % lli.myli! it 
tn t’imilfili* this basrhon nutaT. tn thin way, 
armed thrmarlvo* a guitr-d tin* po^t ohdif y of h 
turn, by making tin* gulhhh- populate 

i’nri8 Itrlirve that thr unity lm*I h«*. a >mct dir 
the Kmperor, duties Ftivrr w« at a ’*i»p turllun 
thin moment, hi* put thin qm-UiMii in tin- hegid 
Body, tn tin* Brime Minister: * * 1» tin* Fiapm 
oommunirtitinn with his minFln-s?” fbmrni 
Uki«i who hud mudvrd im imw * fr»»i« him, 
forced to itnawor: X<». Tin rrupou did* * Fnvi 
dftml that tin* imperial goi rnttnrfit had man 
mint, that the ommirv had homme itn own 
find that the HUpreme direction of tin* stair a 
ho intnwtrd to a n-rtain iiiiliimy prrso 
"whose name in known, v\ im I« dnir to tin* rot 
who takes precedence over nil others, and t» \ 
presence the specters of every other gown 
mu«t fade uwiiy, 1 any it holdly in tlir fun* t 
whole people: thm in tin* only remedy, and i 
that the nation hours me!" Stripped ««f it* 
flown verbosity, thin wan n simple invitation I 
mob to follow tho inaurm’tiitiuirv movement 
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forming and to offer the dictatorship to General 
Trochu. 

Here is a proof that a secret understanding al¬ 
ready existed between Trochu and the Opposition 
deputies, which became all the more evident from 
what happened on the following day. General Pa- 
likao protested against Favre’s insinuation, though 
it may have been only for the form and he perhaps 
already had doubts concerning Trochu’s fidelity to 
the Empire. He even declared that it was an insult 
to Trochu to suppose him capable of accepting 
power from the hands of the mob. The Legislative 
Body was in a very agitated state, the extremists 
of the Left becoming more and more arrogant as 
the discussion went on, interrupting by scoffs and 
denials the speech of the Prime Minister when he 
tried to prove that a constituted government could 
alone conduct, in a capable manner, the defense of 
the nation. M. Schneider tried to make the assembly 
realize the gravity of the situation. But the mem¬ 
bers of the Left were exultant. They already saw 
the regime overthrown and themselves installed in 
power. Two hours were passed in violent and use¬ 
less debate. Toward 4 o’clock came the telegram 
which the Emperor had been authorized by the Ger¬ 
man authorities to send after the capitulation. It 
read: “The army is defeated and captured; I am 
a prisoner. Napoleon.” Sad news was expected 
of course. But who could have foreseen such a ter¬ 
rible catastrophe as this! 

One of those who stood very near to the Empress, 
writes, very truly, as follows concerning the recep¬ 
tion of this telegram: “The Empress endured all 
that a sovereign and a woman can endure. She 
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tuna u hiah |t» J *-il flit- Ii* *u hv m! \n.!ri,4» f ha 
of flint r«*»ntn lurdi n* d !<» |«i «n »• ff.air -n m 
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Ilflt} fmt l*nt?*hin known d.i\ < *jtid* .I p.uidul* 
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united the ll«4i»'iii # .»41*‘riH I * * lh» n* Mjhja.d 
in France one Ishh no ri if 1*1 ! * * I**- uh!mj tuuntr i 
The uninterrupted M-rian of r«n ohdN.n * wire! 

followed one another for flu* hrd mi!wy an 
proof find i?n\ anmn id * an* Umi a un duhla 
country than tfu*\ n r<* any vvhera «T<a. ” 

Af ItI'Kf the dnl iiuf l»i“I n ic in sn 

mediate fitintcrr <»f ii revolution, Hrr eon! 
wan haned principally on Ilia Smihfulua a, of 
who occupied liiidi placet in fli** army. Th m 
feared that perhaps Ueitrnil Tr«»rlm imclii h» 
hie of yitddiiiif to tin* prompt im'n of hr* am 
notwithstanding I hr mil of dnfv and Inn *m.»r 
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for her tranquillity lay in the fact that an army of 
22,000 men was stationed at Paris, under the com¬ 
mand of General Vinoy. When, just before the bat¬ 
tle of Sedan, there was some talk of sending these 
troops to the assistance of Marshal MacMahon, the 
sovereign was reminded that if these soldiers were 
withdrawn, the capital might be at the mercy of the 
popular movement. The Empress then said, and I 
am happy to be able to repeat these words hero: 
“Let there be no thought of me, or of tho dynasty, 
but only of France and the army. I will not even 
discuss the question. I do not care to have the 
French people blame me some day for having held 
back in Paris 22,000 men for my personal safety, 
thus compromising, it might be, a glorious victory.” 
The Empress not only could not entertain the possi¬ 
bility, and especially the probability, of an uprising 
of the Paris population; but if it should come, she 
was quite opposed to an armed light against the 
Parisians. Eugenie said, on this occasion to one 
of the commanding officers: “If I can preveut it, 
I. shall not permit the horrors of a civil war to he 
added to those of a. foreign war; I decline even to 
entertain the likelihood of Frenchmen killing 
Frenchmen, of Paris flowing with blood of her own 
citizens at a time when the whole country is in 
mourning. 1 repent what I have already said sev¬ 
eral times. Do not. waste a thought ou me; think 
only of how to bring about peace.” 

Perhaps it may be permitted to include those 
true words of a kind friend: “The chivalrous 
soul of Eugenie was full of trust. Up to the very 
last moment, up to the hour when the Legislative 
Body was invaded, she believed in the generosity of 
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kind is being prepared, and as this affair has noth¬ 
ing to do with the defense of Paris, which is your 
special care, will yon let me know what measures 
you have taken to prevent disturbances of any kind? 
You will, furthermore, receive your orders direct 
from me if the public peace is disturbed." It will 
thus be seen that Palikao distrusted Trochu, and 
did not hesitate, for the public welfare, to bring 
down on his own head the anger of the then popular 
rival. In spite of the urgency which excused this 
act—and it should be borne in mind that Palikao 
held the portfolio of war—Trochu never forgave 
“this slight"; and he was especially angry when 
he read the very letter in which the order was given, 
which General Soumain, in order to proteet him¬ 
self, had sent to him, his superior officer. 

The Empress warmly approved of the decision to 
defend the Legislative Body against the possible 
rising of the mob, and when it was proposed to take 
similar measures for the safety of the Tuileries, 
which it was feared might be attacked during the 
night, she required that orders be given to the 
troops not to fire on the people; “for at no price 
will I consent to the shedding of one drop of French 
blood for the preservation of my life." A faith¬ 
ful friend has asked: “Ought one not to admire 
such abnegation, such absolute forgetfulness of her 
own security?" but the Empress never liked to have 
this order referred to in this way. She always held 
that anybody of the least spirit, in her position, 
would have acted just as she did. 

Almost every hour, important questions were 
being brought forward among the ministers. One 
of these concerned the executive authority for tha 
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aary defenses which this would entail, had to he 
met promptly, the government should at least have 
done everything in its power to retain its influence, 
its authority, its strength. Eugenio felt this but did 
not succeed in inspiring all the ministers with her 
own feelings on the subject. The cabinet was too 
imme to let increase the impression that all hopes 
were centered in General Trocliu, who, notwith¬ 
standing his quarrel with Palikao, was still thought 
trustworthy by the Imperialist leaders. Owing to 
this popularity and his high official position, it was 
certain that Trocliu might exercise a great influence 
on coining events. 'What was also certain is that if 
he had shown a determination to defend the gov¬ 
ernment, he would have brought the national guard 
over to his side, and thus done much to check tho 
plans and combinations of the revolutionists and the 
mob. The Empress early realized how much depend¬ 
ed on the energy and friendliness of General Tro- 
e.lm, and so she determined to make a special effort 
to secure his help in her difficulties and perplexities. 
So Eugenie requested M. Ohovreau, minister of the 
interior, to call on the military governor of Paris, 
toll him what was then known to her concerning the 
situation both inside and outside of the city, and 
invite him to come and consult her as to tho best 
thing to do under the circumstances. M. Ohevre.au 
Juts left a memorandum concerning this call and has 
added his comments thereon. This memorandum 
and these comments run as follows: 

“Had Trocliu been really the right man in the 
right place, as many thought at the time, and as 
some still think, curiously enough, had he been hon¬ 
estly desirous of staving off the revolution and sav- 
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‘IIo lias not come. ’ We were waiting for trim while 
ho was lying quietly in bed! It was only the next 
morning that ho pnt in an appearance, when it was 
too late to take any effectnal measures to defend 
tho throne. ’ ’ 

One of the friends in Eugenie’s immediate circle 
makes those comments on this same incident: “Did 
Trochu hesitate about going to the Tuileries be¬ 
cause he was uncertain whether it was the best thing 
lor him to do in his own interests? Or did he allow 
his irritation over the Souinain incident to outweigh 
the claims of duty? Neither he nor those who have 
attempted to defend him look at his conduct in the 
same light as those who do not hesitate to pronounce 
iris action as nothing less than a desertion and a 
cowardly proceeding. The Empress, who was in¬ 
dulgent to those who failed in their fidelity to her 
at this time, always allowed it to bo guessed that 
she considered Trochu a traitor, who had early de¬ 
cided not to oiler his services to the regent, but to 
hold himself aloof so as to be in a compromised po¬ 
sition for what the future might have in store for 
him. Posterity will be severe for Troclru when he 
is judged in this connection. Aside from the strict 
duty of offering his services to the sovereign whom 
he. had sworn to protect, what a fine part that ‘Bre¬ 
ton, catholic ami soldier’ might have played as pro¬ 
tector to an unfortunate woman who was in the 
greatest perplexity and whose very life might be in 
danger. There was not only the dynasty but the 
woman; and (leneral Trochu might have protected 
both. He came to the rescue of neither.” 

There was another important jmlitical personage 
in Paris at this moment who might have given use- 
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around the government not only the Bonapartists, 
hut the moderate conservatives and the republicans, 
and the revolution would have been nipped in the 
bud, while Trochu would not have dared to play 
into the hands of the demagogues and would have 
kept his word. This view of the possible role of 
M. Thiers was held by the Emperor himself when 
he spoke on the subject in later years. 1 ‘To form 
a solid group around a government in danger,' ’ he 
once said, “when the government does not bear the 
anonymous label of Republic, is impossible in 
Franco, unless some commanding voice is raised in 
favor of such a course.” But this part was too 
grand for a man like M. Thiers, who possessed 
medium political powers and was so fond of parlia¬ 
mentary scheming. 

Perceiving how valuable his support would be, the 
Empress determined to see if he could be brought 
over to her side. During this crisis, it was her rule 
to strive to surround herself for the common de¬ 
fense with men of ability whatever their political 
opinions might be. She was even ready to take the 
first step in this direction whenever it was neces¬ 
sary. Ho the Empress now turned her attention to 
M. Thiers. Prosper Merimeo soemed the best man 
to act as an intermediary between the Empress and 
the all important deputy. The latter consented to 
receive him. In a confidential report, M. Merimeo 
thus summed up his mission: 

“I said to him: ‘The Empress asks your advice. 
Hhe knows you are a good citizen, and she feels that 
the advice you would give her would be to the heat 
interests of the country/ 

1 * Thiers: ‘lam willing to forget old grievances, 
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and the Empress was left alone with her ministers 
to struggle against the revolution.’’ 

Unmistakable signs of agitation now became visi¬ 
ble throughout Paris. As the news of the Sedan 
disaster spread it was easy to perceive the first sim¬ 
mering of a great popular uprising. Crowds gath¬ 
ered on the Boulevards and around the palace where 
sat the Legislative Body, while groups of discon¬ 
tented citizens formed here and there in every street 
and emissaries of secret societies patrolled the more 
densely populated parts of the town. An important 
meeting of journalists and leaders of the more ad¬ 
vanced parties was held in the Bue de la Sourdiere. 
On every lip hung the word coup d’etat, and the 
mere idea of such a thing happening sufficed to ex¬ 
asperate the people, while the revolutionists clam¬ 
ored for prompt action. Jules Favre and his col¬ 
leagues of the Left did not seem to wish for an in¬ 
surrection, the outcome of which appeared decidedly 
problematical as there was danger that it might be 
crushed before it reached its maturity. They fa¬ 
vored the idea of an imposing popular demonstra¬ 
tion, which they hoped would force the hand of the 
Legislative Body to put an end to the Empire and 
give them the governing power, which, of course, 
was their real aim. Etienne Arago, Alfred Naquet, 
Keratry and all the leaders in the movement felt 
that if a crowd could be brought together and 
massed in the space fronting the Palais Bourbon, 
where the Legislative Body sat, a revolution was in¬ 
evitable. The Siecle struck the keynote, when it 
printed this notice in its issue of September 3rd, 
“ Thousands of national guards will assemble to¬ 
morrow at 2 p. m. unarmed, in the square facing 
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Again, as a last resort, the supporters of the 
rapidly fading Imperial power turned towards 
Thiers. Count d’Ayguesvivcs, one of the Empress’ 
friends, and who was on good terms with M. Thiers, 
appealed to him in those words: “Do tell me what 
you think that unfortunate woman, so sorely 
stricken in her affections both as wife and mother, 
ought to do in this crisis. ’ ’ 

Thiers: “I might be willing to advise a member 
of the Orleans family under similar circumstances, 
but I cannot advise the Empress.” 

M. dAygucsvives: “But surely you can send 
her some message.” 

Thiers: “Tell her that we are not—my friends 
and I—such enemies of the regime as we have been 
described to be; I assure you she will receive only 
deference and respect at our hands.” 

Ayguesvives: “Well, if you will not give direct 
advice, can’t you give me a hint that will be of use 
to us!” 

Thiers: “In my opinion, the Empress by pro¬ 
longing her stay in Paris is running the risk of 
marring a situation which has not been without 
dignity, which will remain, I trust, without danger, 
hut which seems to me to be advantageous neither 
to herself nor to the country.” 

The Orleanists, were, therefore, clearly of the 
same opinion as the republicans on this point, that 
the Empress should leave Paris. One would have 
thought from the way they talked, that the salva¬ 
tion of the, country depended on her departure. Per¬ 
haps they were right. But this view was not shared 
by all the ministers, and I confess that the Empress 
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the council clumilter, M. Olicvrcau approached her 
and Itch'd in know the. result. Eugenie*s reply was 
nimply a sign wliich meant that nothing was to be 
hoped for in Hint quarter. The ministers then ex¬ 
amined the sifuniion from every possible point of 
view and studied tin* inenns for preventing the peril. 
The agitation of the previous day, Jules Favre’s 
resohit ion looking io 11m deposition of the Emperor, 
and above all, tin* police reports which were being 
constantly sent in, all went to prove that an attempt 
at insurrection would be tried Hint day. The neces¬ 
sary military measures had been taken, but it was 
also imperative to decide what was to be done in 
ease the rioters should prove stronger than tbo 
troops. r Hie first, plan that occurred to the minds 
of all the ministers was whether it would not be 
wise, ui case of defeat, to transport the seat of gov¬ 
ernment to some large provincial town, to convene, 
the Legislature there, and to strive to hold out 
against Hit' Parisian insurrection. The suggestion 
was good in itself, and was successfully tried a few 
months later by Thiers on the outbreak of the Paris 
(hmimune. But one of tin* great objections to the 
proposal was the imminence of the Prussian siege 
of Paris. The Empress asked her advisers if such 
a step would not risk “the adding of the flail of civil 
war to the already overwhelming disasters of the 
country, weaken the possible resistance of the capi¬ 
tal, and render the city an easy prey to the enemy? 
I fear that the consequent existence of two rival 
Preneli governments would be fatal to the best in¬ 
terests of the nation. If we fall, it must he without 
complicating in any way the work of resistance to 
the common foe.” The only practical course, thcro- 
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was unfavorably received by the Legislative Body. 
The more timid members were frightened by the 
word “regency” and the confiding of the lieutenant 
generalship to General Palikao, who was supposed 
at that very moment to be contemplating a coup 
d’etat. It looked too much like a challenge flung in 
the face of the members of the Left. Yielding to 
the wishes of a great number of the deputies who 
were hastily consulted, Palikao consented to replace 
the word Regency by that of Government, and it 
was hoped by the more sanguine, that thus amended 
the project might perhaps be passed. But the dis¬ 
tracted majority did not reckon with its host, as was 
soon discovered. 

Time was flying fast. The Legislative Body was 
to moot at one o’clock, and its president, M. 
Schneider, had already left the council-chamber to 
return to the Palais Bourbon, whore were also pour¬ 
ing in reports from all parts of the city announcing 
the coming of the gathering storm. M. Schneider 
forthwith took measure's to moot it. From the War 
Office and Police Headquarters came immediately 
soldiers and policemen, who were properly stationed 
around and in the court-yard of the edifice. But the 
fatal weakness of the defense lay in the fact that 
it was unfortunately not possible to trust all the 
troops; the police and the mounted soldiers could 
alone be relied upon. Another unfortunate element 
in the military situation was there being no real 
head, for the Imperial party felt sure that General 
Troclm would not take the energetic measures and 
his lieutenants were in about the same mood. Fur¬ 
thermore, General Caussado, who commanded the 
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name of Wooden Pipe, known at republican clubs 
and political meetings for his popularity and jovial¬ 
ity. Persons bordering on the loafer class had also 
managed to squeezo in. Some of those who could 
not get in were even bolder than those who had 
succeeded. One of this class sent this note to one 
of the door-keepers: “My wife and daughter desire 
to be present at the invasion of the assembly I” 

The text of a resolution emanating from M. 
Thiers was already circulating on the floor of the 
House. It read as follows: “In consequence of the 
vacancy of the throne, the Chamber nominates a 
Government Committee of National Defense. A 
constituent assembly will be convoked as soon as 
circumstances permit.” M. Thiers asserted that if 
liis plan wore adopted, the Left would side with the 
majority. “But,” remarked a deputy, “though the 
word is not there, your resolution really spells 
deposition,” to which M. Thiers replied: “I am 
simply stating an evident fact. Isn’t the throne 
vacant when the Emperor is a prisoner and tho 
Prince Imperial is outside of France?” But tho 
wording of tho resolution was altered, nevertheless, 
and the first phrase “in consequence of the vacancy 
of the throne” was made to read “in consequences 1 
of the present state of affairs.” But many of tlm 
deputies of the majority hesitated to agree to vote 
for such a resolution; on account of their oath of 
allegiance, there seemed to be perjury in such ao 
quiescence. They wished the regent to authorize 
the Legislative Body to assume executive powers; 
then there would be no color of usurpation in the 
action. This suggestion brought to the fore again 
tho proposal made at tho Tuileries that very mom- 
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the revolutionary party. If we offered any resist¬ 
ance to these demands, we would be reminded that 
we have no legal authority and cannot claim sub¬ 
mission to a usurped power. But if, on the con¬ 
trary, a governing- commission is named by the Leg¬ 
islative Body on the invitation of the regent, wc 
deputies do not violate! our oatli and our commis¬ 
sion is perfectly legal, when we may hope that all 
lovers of order and all. citizens devoted to their 
country without distinction of party, may come 
warmly to the support of the commission in its ef¬ 
forts to steer the nation safely tlirough the present 
terrible crisis.’ 

“In his turn, Oomte Bam, another member of 
the delegation, set forth his views in these words: 
1 Be good enough, Madam, to consider the position 
in which your refusal to meet our wish would place 
the Legislative Body. We are bound by an oath 
to remain faithful to the Empire, and those of us 
who mean to keep that oath cannot act on this reso¬ 
lution of M. Buffet's until you address to the Cham¬ 
ber a message authorizing it to enact any measure 
required by the public welfare. It will not be diffi¬ 
cult for us to agree on what those measures should 
he and thus you will have the merit of having saved 
France from another revolution which could only- 
add further evils to those already suffered from 
the invasion. In a word, with your consent, we will 
create a government from Parliament which will 
have the approval of all peaceable citizens. Unpar¬ 
alleled misfortunes demand exceptional measures; 
and it is better that such exceptional measures be 
taken in virtue of an agreement between all the 
regular and legal authorities. De facto if not de 
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jure, the executive power is in the hands of the. Leg¬ 
islative Body, which represents the nation and 
which can do everything to-day but which may bo 
unablo to do anything to-morrow. Furthermore, 
Madam, you have received from the Emperor only 
restricted and insufficient powers, which do not per¬ 
mit you to cope, efiieaoiously with such a formidable 
crisis as that through which we are now passing. 
M. Buffet has very truly said that everything is 
shaken and tottering, everything is threatened and 
the foreign enemy is at our gates. Furthermore, 
Madam, you cannot, because of these same limited 
powers even select a new cabinet, if such an act 
should become necessary.’ 

“The other members of the deputation support¬ 
ed their spokesman, while the Empress, never inter¬ 
rupting, listened calmly to all that was said, though, 
as she privately said, ‘each sentence revealed a new 
danger and each word struck as a knife into my an¬ 
guished heart.’ Finally, mustering up all her 
strength and courage, she said: 

“ ‘You intimate, gentlemen, that the method which 
you propose will not affect any future decisions 
which may concern the final form of government. 
But you lay clown as a condition that. I forsake the 
present government, and abandon, at the moment of 
the greatest danger, (la* post whose* defense has 
been intrusted to me. 1 cannot, I must, not consent 
to do this. To-day, it is the future* that (muses me 
the least anxiety; not of course, the* future* of 
Franco; but the future of our dynasty. Tin* trials 
through which I have just passed have* been so great, 
so terrible, that at the present moment, the* matter 
of preserving the crown for the Emperor and my 
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touches me very little. My only desire now is 
erform faithfully the duty which has been im- 
: d upon me. If at the present juncture, the Leg- 
ive Body thinks that I am a source of weakness 
that the name of the Emperor is an obstacle 
not a force, if we are overthrown and deposi¬ 
ts voted, I shall not complain. I shall then 
e my post with honor, I shall not be guilty of 
srting it. But to my mind, the only sensible line 
conduct and the only patriotic course for the 
•esentatives of the country to follow is to draw 
er to me, to gather round my government, to 
aside for the moment all internal questions 
3 I 1 may divide us and to firmly unite all our ef- 
s to drive back the foreign invasion. Let me 
your attention to the example offered you by 
Cortes of Cadiz, which was so faithful to their 
five king and which was rewarded for its un- 
iging devotion by the final triumph of its cause, 
for me, I am ready to meet any danger and to 
3W the Legislative Body wherever it decides to 
i a stand to organize resistance to the common 
ny. But if resistance is not possible, might it 
be probable that my intervention could be use- 
‘n obtaining better terms from the victors'? For 
ay inform you that the representative of a great 
rer—I refer to Russia—has offered to propose 
Lediation of the neutral states on the basis that 
territory is to be taken from France and that 
Imperial government is to be left standing. I 
lied that I was disposed to accept the first con- 
on, but I was absolutely opposed to the second 
dition. The maintenance of the dynasty is a 
bter which concerns the country alone and I shall 
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“ 4 The maintenance of the regency would indeed 
bo the host plan. Personally, I would bo disposed 
to adopt it. But I consider it my imperative duty 
not to hide the fact that, in the present state of mind 
both inside and outside of the Legislative Body, that 
plan appears to me to be absolutely impracticable, 
whereas, if our plan is adojded, with the consent of 
the regent, there is a good chance of our being able 
to group together all the energies of the nation, put¬ 
ting in the background all thought of the future 
form of government, and thus attaining a large 
part of the patriotic object which your Majesty and 
all of us have at heart.’ ” 

One day, several months later, the Emperor made 
this comment on this scene: “The Empress was in 
the right and M. ’Buffet, in his speech, acknowledged 
the fact. The only truly political solution of the 
problem was the maintenance of the regency and 
the existing state of things; a close union of the re¬ 
gency and the Legislative Body. All other schemes 
were sure to lead to a revolution. It should have 
been evident to all that a government set up by the 
Legislative Body, whether owing its origin to the 
deposition of the Emperor or the abdication of the 
Empress, was sure to find itself face to face with 
two alternatives—-it must lean for support on the 
conservative side of the house, or call to power the 
members of the Left. In the first case, the new 
government would find itself met by the same diffi¬ 
culty as the regency, and in the second case, it would 
soon become a slave of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. It was a strange illusion to imagine that the 
Left, after having succeeded in pushing aside the 
Tmnorial frovornmenh would accent a government 
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quarters, which the Empress handed to the dole- 
gates, and which contained alarming accounts of 
the ever increasing effervescence of the popular 
centers of the capital. Suddenly the news came 
that the manil'estants were advancing on the Place 
de la Concorde. ‘I now realize,’ said the Empress, 
‘that the Legislative Body has not sufficient energy 
to carry through a policy of resistance, and that 
the government is suddenly going to find itself be¬ 
tween two fires,---one, the animosity of the enemies 
of the Empire; the other, the weakness of the gov¬ 
ernment itself. I should prefer to defend to the 
bitter end the power 1 hold from the Emperor; hut 
what am I to dot As a constitutional sovereign 
I cannot act without the assistance of the Oham- 
bers. They give me none; in fact, the lower House 
is striving to fake from me what little power is still 
left in my hands! I am consequently reduced to 
poworlcHHuesH and may have to yield in spite of my¬ 
self.’ At this very moment, Baron do Pierres, who 
was much devoted to the Empress and had been her 
first equerry, said to her earnestly: ‘I beg of your 
Majesty to hand over your powers to the Chamber, 
which can alone save the country from a revolution 
which will he worse than any France has yet known.’ 

‘ it is the only act that will protect the future pros¬ 
pects of the dynasty,’ added Comte d’Ayguesvives. 
The Empress replied, repeating what she had al¬ 
ready said: ‘ Do you think l care for further power! 
1 hold no longer the crown of the days of glory and 
festivity; these arc passed. Nothing can soften the 
painful memories of the present hour and I shall 
bear the mourning of France eternally in my heart.’ 
At this point, messengers arrived from the Palais 
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Bourbon, Hinting Unit the mob wan increasing, that 
they bad just broken the eagles which adorned the 
pillars of the. edifice; and, a moment later—it was 
III. de (lardanes, a deputy, who brought thin infor¬ 
mation — wo learned that the very assembly hall was 
invaded. Thereupon, the Empress yielded, saying: 
‘ Persimally, I think this is a mistake; but you wish 
it, gentlemen, and 1 am ready to give up my own 
for your opinion. But 1 must art regularly. T de¬ 
sire that my cabinet he ronsulted in the matter. If 
my ministers agree with you as to tin* wisdom of 
the course which you propose, no further opposi¬ 
tion will come from me.’ Then, after a few fare¬ 
well words of thanks from Oomte Barn, the dele¬ 
gates returned to the Palais Bourbon. It should 
be added that several times during the interview 
Admiral Jurien de la Uraviere, the Emperor’s aide- 
de-camp, who lmd been left with the Empress as her 
confidential adviser during the regency, endeavored 
to persuade M. Buffet that it was still possible to 
act with energy and to establish a solid government, 
provided this government should assemble outside 
of Paris. But M. Buffet shook his head sadly and 
replied: ‘It is too late; we have only time now to 
make it possible for the Empress to escape In 
safety.’ ” 

In the meanwhile, what had happened at the 
Palais Bourbon! Hardly lmd the sitting been 
opened when M. do Keratry moved that the troops 
around the edifice he withdrawn. lie saw that they 
would interfere with the approaching demonstra¬ 
tion of his friends. While in the tribune he ex¬ 
claimed : “In tho name of the Opposition I protest 
against our being surrounded by the municipal 
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guards and the police. Their places should be filled 
by the national guard. Why has the Minister of 
War given orders in direct opposition to those of 
General Trochu?” This question provoked quite a 
tumult on the floor. It showed that the deputies of 
the Opposition and tho military governor of Paris 
were already in collusion, that both parties wore 
agreed to prevent a true defense of tho Legislative 
Bodyj lor if this were not the ease, M. de Keratry 
would hardly have dared to state publicly that the 
orders given by General Trochu differed from those 
given by General Palikao, unless he had been cog¬ 
nizant of the real state of a Hairs, such a remark 
would have been impossible. Though heart-broken 
—for he had just learned that his only son had fallen 
mortally wounded at Sedan—General Palikao de¬ 
fended his cause with energy. “I. maintain,” he 
exclaimed in the tribune, “that f am free to take 
what measures I see lit for the protection of the 
Legislative Body.” “lie was perfectly right,” was 
the comment of the Emperor math' on this passage 
of the Prime Minister’s speech, when In 1 , read it, 
somewhat later. The general then went on to lay 
before the deputies the plan proposed by the cabinet 
to meet the emergency. The phrase ‘ * regency coun¬ 
cil” was to he replaced by “governing council,” and 
ibis council, which was to consist of live members, 
was to bo chosen by the Legislative Body, and it, 
in turn, was to nominate tlm ministers, General Pali¬ 
kao was to be given the title of Lieutenant General 
of Hit! Council 

When the Prime Minister bad finished reading the 
proposed plan of the government, great was the 
astonishment on all sides of the House. In the first 
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intruders were seen passing beneath the win- 
vs of the Palais Bourbon and trying to climb in. 
first, there were but few of these interlopers; 
n the number began to increase rapidly and cries 
:e heard of “Deposition, revolution, republic!” 
•S was ominous. The manifestation was rapidly 
uming the character of an unruly mob, and it 
3 more and more doubtful whether, while the 
mties deliberated, the growing insurrection 
Id be held in check. 

)utside the Palais Bourbon, the turmoil was 
ater than inside the gates and garden. Groups 
excited men came rushing from the rue de Rivoli 
L the rue Royale on to the Place de la Concorde, 
;er to cross over the bridge to the Legislative 
ly. But, as has already been said, the passage 
3 barred by a double row of mounted police and 
irds backed by ordinary policemen. But their 
ictiveness was nullified by the presence of de- 
liments of national guards who had come to¬ 
ller of their own accord, whose real intentions 
:e well known and who were doing their best to 
into the Palais Bourbon. The military authori- 
i had not had time to form any good plan of 
certed action and the man—General Caussade— 
i was supposed to command was worn out with 
Lgue and illness. Pie does not appear to have at 
grasped the fact that the national guard was 
lly a danger to public order, but supposed the men 
'e obeying orders given by the authorities. So 
y were suffered to pass through the military fines, 
de others, though they did not wear so much as 
lilitary cap, followed in their wake. It was not 
v Ions' before the mistake was realized: but then 


in * i it* \ 


it was too late to correct it, tin* horn* of 
of Troy had penetrated into tlu* citadel. 

The safety of the Legislative Body depem 
whether the regulars on the bridge could y 
the pushing of the national guards who, 
in their passage to the Palais Bourbon, we 
mined to carry their point, whether or no. 
they sent word to the oflieials of the I a 
Body and asked to he allowed to he the p 
of the assembly. But the officials answe 
their powers did not go beyond the wall 
Palais Bourbon. The persistent guards t 
ried their request to Ueueral < 'nussttdo, win 
know what to reply. He had received inn 
to spill no blood: “It is the absolute ord< 
Empress,” he kept saying, and it was trt 
all was weakness around him” the Kmp 
said, “the general became weak too,” T 
is only too true; for instead of eneountgin; 
lice in their earnest efforts to keep order, I 
yielded to the demands of the national gu 
supported them as against the regular 
finally giving orders to the latter to rein 
police captains respectfully urged that the 
at their posts, but the stern command of fh< 
left no choice hut to obey. Their place w 
diatoly taken by the national guards, the j 
loyal companies mixed up with the taut and 
It was plain now that the iron gates of tl 
Bourbon were the only protection between 
islative Body and the mob, and it was evh 
the onrush of the ever-increasing human wa 
soon sweep that barrier from it. The so 
duty within were faithful, hut the r«ilm< 
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soon be torn down, and tliese few men would bo 
easily overpowered. In the meanwhile, republican 
deputies began to pass through the gates to speak 
with their “friends” without, and when they went 
out and when they came back, some of these 
“friends” slipped in. Then members of the na¬ 
tional guards began to squeeze through; finally it 
was impossible to shut the gates again and the hall 
of the Legislative Body was in direct communica¬ 
tion with the street! This was the beginning of the 
end; the insurrection was now master of the Palais 
Bourbon. “The factions were triumphing over the 
moderates,” was the excellent way in which the Em¬ 
peror summed up the situation at this moment of 
that memorable day. 

But the members of the Left did not like this in¬ 
vasion of the revolutionary clubs. They wished to 
direct the popular movement but not to be directed 
by it. “They evidently asked themselves,” re¬ 
marked the Emperor later, “what value could be 
attached to the establishment of a government 
brought about by the revolutionary element of the 
population. Born of unexpected circumstances, they 
naturally felt that it might he swept away in the 
twinkling of an eye. If a bold and courageous lend¬ 
er arose while there was yet time; if a military chief 
gave energetic orders, hacked by a large armed 
force; if tin* military governor of Baris, mindful of 
his oath, came forward and reestablished order; 
if the majority of tin* Legislative Body, feeling that 
it was not entirely forsaken by the country, should 
suddenly regain its lost vitality,—-then the Left felt 
there might be a struggle, blood would certainly be 
shed and nobody could possibly foresee on which 










self in a good light by giving excellent advice which 
ho knew would not be followed. But it is more prob¬ 
able that lie really meant what he said, for it was to 
his own and friends’ interest to cheek the insur¬ 
rectionary movement, which had gone as far as they 
wanted. But it cannot be denied that certain mem¬ 
bers of the heft were a party to the invasion of the 
sitting of the Legislative Body, for they introduced 
many outsiders into the palace enclosure, aud it was 
their intention to coerce the members of the major¬ 
ity by means of violent threats, though it was not 
probably their purpose to break up the assembly, as 
was Anally done; in a word, they wished to accom¬ 
plish their own ends by aid of the mob, hut they 
did not all wish to accomplish the ends of the mob.” 

At this point, some of the ministers went to the 
Tuileries to tell tin 1 hhnpress of the alarming inci¬ 
dents that wen' taking place. She learned from 
them that Gamhelia had especially come to the fore 
within the last quarter of an hour. When ho saw 
that he could not stem the rushing wave, he threw 
himself into the melee and took tint lead in the move¬ 
ment which he had at first sought to arrest. Por- 


be, lie hastily drew up a motion proposing the depo¬ 
sition of the Emperor. This was done at the moment 
when the ministers left the Chamber for the Tui¬ 
leries. “But,” as one of them said to the Empress, 
“ T don’t see who there is to vote upon it, for there 
can’t be an honest, quorum present, many deputies 
being in the lobbies and still others having followed 
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Oambetta’fl motion, while a few deputies protested 
against such absolutely irregular proceedings! Ono 
of these wan a good friend of tlit* Empress, the old 
Marquis do Eire, who, loaning on a stink, bravely 
addressed words of blame to the noisy crowd. But 
the intrepid veteran lmd not many imitators. Nor 
was there any hope of accomplishing something in. 
this wise. One* of the ministers heard this remark 
of Iiegcre, who figures later in the Commune, Turn¬ 
ing to M. Thiers, he cried: “You know how revolu¬ 
tions are made. The people will not wait any longer 
for you to act. As you don’t seem to he ready, wo 
will ourselves vote for the deposition of tin* Em¬ 
peror.” 

Now Jules Favre again appeared <m the scene and 
his aet was a decisive one. lie felt more keenly 
than many of Ids friends tin* danger of estahlishinp; 
a government in the midd, of Mieh disorder, anti 
douhtlcHH recalled a similar day during the Republic* 
of 1848, when, cm May Unh of that \ oar, the people 
attacked the assembly and were repuRed. He had 
now but one thought, turning the moh aside as one* 
turns a torrent that one enunot ttum. No aching the* 
occasion offered hy an increasing cry of “Hurrah 
for the Republic,” Jules Havre shouted at the tup 
of his voice: “'This is not the place for proclauun|£ 
the Republic. It should he done at the City Hall. 
Follow me there, I will lead the way!” The sug¬ 
gestion was immediately acted upon, and the crowd, 
led by Jules Favre and other republican deputies. 
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The cavalcade reached the Place de Greve 
moment when the big clock in the tower 
"the hour of 4 p. m. 

-V*, I'yfching had been remarkably quiet all the 
g around the City Hall. The offices were 
qtCXXjP > as it was Sunday. As the danger of riots ap- 
to increase, detachments of infantry were 
^ the spot; but their conduct caused great 
at the Tuileries: cries of “ Hurrah for the 
were heard in the companies and many 
left the ranks. So when Jules Favre and 
hi^ '^Jids arrived, nobody was surprised to see that 
tlx& r °ops did not offer the slightest resistance and 
^Ome of the officers even exchanged friendly 
e ^ ll; lgs with the newcomers. These facts were 
irri** 1 ®^lately communicated to the Empress, which 
p x & hat ed matters at the Tuileries. Then the 

rn.oi> ^lashed into the City Hall; the national guards 
sti^^ls: flowers in the barrels of their guns; men em- 
bx^aced one another; and though there was some 
s!i orxtiix g } but very little damage was done. How¬ 
ever, painting by Horace Vernet, representing the 
Emper or , was cut to pieces. This act was immedi¬ 
ately naade known at the Tuileries, whether malici- 
ously or not it was never found out. But it much 
all'eote cl the Empress and more than anything else 
sh owed her the real feeling of the mob. “ Politics 
1 3 *i.irxrip>laed over art,” said the Emperor, referring, 
at £x later date, to this and other similar mutilations 
oi: tlie jp ortraits of himself and the Empress. 

Tlie first step had thus been taken and with the 
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General Lobrofcon, wlio onco laid before the Em¬ 
press a full account of this interview, which is here 
utilized for the first time, goes on to say: “General 
Troelm appeared to yield to my persistency, for 
he had his horse saddled and started off. I saw him 
disappear and of course supposed that he was going 
to the Palais Bourbon. (Certainly lie was late, but 
why had he not sooner scon in which direction his 
duty lay'? Afterwards lie tried to explain his con¬ 
duct and brought forward endless arguments with 
this end in view. One tiling, however, remains 
certain, namely, that in the morning he could have 
exercised groat inlluenee in preventing that which 
was being got under way, and even at noon, he could 
have cheeked the budding revolution and no doubt 
have saved the government. Whether, influenced by 
feelings of rancor, ho was already conniving with 
those bent only on overthrowing the Empire, or 
whether lie was desirous of playing later a more 
individual part, it is certain (hat at this crisis Gen¬ 
eral Troelm did nothing (hat ho should have done. 
Ifo forsook the regent, whom ho had sworn to de¬ 
fend, and stood by, with arms folded, watching 
events just as if he wore an unconcerned spectator. 
So it was in this spirit that General Trochu started 
out when he left me. Like his horse, he probably 
did not know where he was going or what ho was 
going to do! It is likely, however, that he no more 
desired to help keep the Imperial Government stand¬ 
ing than he did to aid in putting the new Gity Hall 
combination on its feet. 

“Followed by two staff officers, he crossed the 
Place du Carrousel, rode along the Tuileries quay 




Bridge. There, I am told, lie meditated fur Home 
time, watching tin* crowd, and then an id that it was 
too dense for him to he able to get through. But 
this wan false, for a little while later, Jules Havre 
and the deputies of the heft had no trouble in pass¬ 
ing over the same spot whore the general then stood, 
and I myself lmd done the same thing on my way 
back from my visit to Trorhti, to tin* Palais Bourbon, 
informing my colleagues then' that he was coming 
to their aid. I have always felt that the real expla¬ 
nation of his stopping short where he did was be¬ 
cause he. expected to meet there the deputies of the 
Left on their way to the ('tty Hall, which, indeed, 
did happen a few moments later. I have also good 
reason for believing that, when M. de Kern try urged 
Jules Havre to move rapidly towards the Pity Hall, 
he too expected to find tin* military governor of 
Paris on the way; for it enunot be that the general 
was not kept informed of what was going <»u at the 
Palais Bourbon, Ho the deputies of (in* 1 a*ft found 
General Trocliu at tin* SollVrino Bridge. Jules 
Havre shook hands with him and said: ‘There is no 
government yet, hut we are going, my friends and l, 
to set up one at the Pity 1 lull; and we would lie glad 
if you would return to your quarters and there 
await news of us.* Troehu made no reply, nor did 
he try to find out the true state* of a Hairs, lie 
never enquired whether we at the Palais Bourbon 
were not desirous of standing firm by wliai existed. 
He does not appear to have asked himself the ques¬ 
tion whether his presence at that moment at the 
Legislative Body might not have changed the whole, 
face of things. lie saw but one thing to do, to re¬ 
turn to his quarters at the Louvre and let things 
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their course. So back be went, again passing 
le Tuileries, where was a sovereign crushed 
isforlune, a woman whom he had promised to 
Ld, for whom he had sworn to die. His elastic 
lienee was satisfied with the thought that he 
sent his aide-de-camp, General Schmidt, to the 
;ries at the moment when he himself left the 
re. But General Schmidt reached the palace 
after the departure of the Empress. The cause 
.e delay has never been clearly explained. 

>o General Trochu sat at the Louvre awaiting 
uctions from the new government. At five 
ck a delegation arrived, begging his immediate 
mce at the City Hall. One of the members, 
eccentric Glais Bizion, said to him: ‘You alone 
Y enough authority to curb the turbulent Pa¬ 
il populace.’ Taking off his uniform, General 
hu put on civilian clothes, and then turning to 
iral Schmidt, said: ‘Good-by. We may not 
again. I am going to act Lamartine over 
Lamartine! Far from that. General Tro- 
went to the City Hall not to fight against irre- 
sible revolution, as did Lamartine in 1848, nor 
unind the deputies of their duty, nor to bring 
to their senses the people who were hypnotized 
lie promises made them by persons who knew 
momises could not be kept. He went to the City 
to play a selfish part, to float along with the 
liar tide and to aid the insurrection on condi- 
that be gained power thereby. The fact is that 
i he got there, the leaders of the Left were 
idy masters of the situation and had triumphed 
the revolutionary party, that was eager to 
blish a Commune. Therefore, General Trochu 
447 
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respect, by the way, they showed greater courage 
than the same body in 1814. But it was as a voice 
crying in the wilderness. Fine speeches were made, 
but the revolutionists paid no attention to the Sen¬ 
nits or its members. The neighborhood of the Lux¬ 
embourg Palace where (he Senate sat was perfectly 
calm. Thts edifice was guarded by two hundred cus¬ 
tomhouse oHicers, whom Ueneral Soimiain had 
brought together for that purpose 1 . But it needed no 
protection, lor nobody seemed disposed to come and 
attack it. So (he senators, one by one, went home, 
and shortly afterwards M. Floquel, in the name of 
tilts Oily Hull Oovernment, came and put a seal on 
the doors of the assembly room, and (he next day 
the official journal of the. new government contained 
the laconic announcement: “The Senate is abol¬ 
ished.” 

But the Legislative Body did not die so easily. 
For several hours after the departure of .Jules 
Fa.vro and Ids colleagues, the deputies strove to de¬ 
liberate. Some two hundred gathered in the dining¬ 
room of their president, ns their ball was still oc¬ 
cupied by a noisy mob. After a confused debate it 
was decided to send a delegation of eight, members 
to the City Hall, not, however, for the purpose of 
recognizing (he new government, hid to confer with 
their colleagues concerning the foundation of a na¬ 
tional government. When they arrived there, .Jules 
Favre had little difficulty in convincing them that 
their efforts were futile. “ For the past month,” 
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over, I shall bo glad to consult with my colleague's 
of the Palais Bourbon, and after doing the same 
thing with my colleagues of the new government, I 
shall go to the Palais Bourbon this evening.” This 
ho did, accompanied by Jules Simon. “ We were 
much touched by the proposal of the delegation,” 
he said; “but in view of what has already happened, 
there is nothing to be done but to accept the (Uty 
Hall government. We are thinking now only of 
how to save Frauen. We represent the maximum of 
order that can bo demanded of the present revo¬ 
lution. We are surrounded by a wild element whieh 
would like to take our place, and if we permitted 
the Legislative Body to remain, we would be swept 
away from the Oily Hall, just ns you have been from 
the Palais Bourbon.” Jules Fnvre and his friends 
then withdrew, when much angry debate followed; 
but Tlner’s view finally prevailed. lie said: “We 
have but a few moments more to remain together. 
Wo need not dissolve the session, but we should 
quietly return to our respective homes and remain 
there as good citizens devoted to our country's wel¬ 
fare. It does not belli us eiflier to reeugni/.e or to 
combat those who are to light here against the 
enemies of France. May (tod aid them!” After 
signing a protest, against what had occurred that 
day, the Legislative Body, or at least what remained 
of it, separated 
ten o’clock at n 



“Tn the morning of September 4th, Franco had a 
regular government; that Kamo evening she was 
handed over to a body of men who had had no ex¬ 
perience in the art of ruling, hut were conspicuous 
only for their systematic opposition to the estab¬ 
lished order of things and for their rather violent 
eloquence. None had rendered any real service to 
his country, with the single exception of Troohu, 
and lie had a remarkably elastic conscience. T have 
been informed, by the way, that he afterwards ad¬ 
mitted that hi' distrusted his colleagues and expected 
to perish through them. They preached a liberty, 
which if granted would become license. Liberty as 
understood by tin 1 I abend Empire was the only fonn 
which a government in France could grant if it were 
not to fall into anarchy and disorder. For twenty 
years Jules Favre and his friends bad bad resort, to 
every possible means to bring about the downfall 
of the Mmpire. They had appealed to the worst 
passions of the populace, had excited envy among 
thi' classes and had substituted for love of glory and 
a high sentiment of national honor- true patriot¬ 
ism, in a word a falsi' philanthropy made up of a 
bundle of selfish interests, of material welblwung 
and of luxury. ‘Each one in bis turn* was their 
motto, and what was blamed in others was what 
each one wished to have or to do himself. Tt was 
a system which would dissolve society and lead to 
a, revolution without bounds or restraint. Though 
the troubled situation favored dictatorship, this 
temporary government was frequently in conflict 
with its ‘tails,’ that, is to say the more advanced 
element. The insurrections of October .list, 1B70 




ning of the Commune, proved Hint this government 
did not control evontH, but that it wan tin* victim of 
itH own origin. 

“The men of September -ith published a deelara- 
tion in which they nought to explain tiioir question- 
able acts. Among other things, they said therein*. 
‘When a general has failed in his command, it, is 
taken from him; when a government has, by its own 
fault, imperilled the safety of tin* country, that 
government must be. overthrown. And that is what 
France has just done. By forsaking the dynasty 
which is responsible for all our misfortunes, the 
country has accomplished an net of justice in the, 
eyes of the whole world. It is the carrying out of a 
sentence which every conscience approves of. It has 
boon, at the same time, tin 1 salvation of our country. 1 

“It was by means of such Imre-faced declarations 
as these that the people were tricked by the num 
of September 4th. According to them, the only per¬ 
sons responsible for all the evils then existing were 
those who had been vancpiished, crushed by fate 
and unlucky circumstances. And yet surely those 
deputies of the Opposition who refused systemat¬ 
ically to vote the appropriations necessary to keep 
the army up to the rigid- standard wore somewhat 
responsible for what happened in the summer of 
1870. Then again, there was no personal power ex¬ 
ercised hy the regent, the Mmperor did not com¬ 
mand the army and the ministers were responsible to 
Parliament. It was really ridiculous to say that 
despotism was exercised in Paris, where political 
speakers and the press enjoyed full freedom. It 
was pure impudence to state that the nation was 
taking possession of its usurped privileges and 
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, at a moment when the people of a single city 
ending the whole country beneath its yoke, 
ing the mandates of tli(‘ deputies and over- 
ng a government wliieli, a few months before, 
ceil acclaimed by the whole electoral body 
;h<mt the land. The right of insurrection had 
,nted national sovereignty, which had boon 
l to one side for tin* benefit of a handful of 
s. Office-holders wore released from their 
I allegiance and rebellion was characterized 
rand act of public salvation. In a word, ah- 
y falsi' ideas and principles had quite obliter- 
very notion of right and justice. Nothing 
> mental aberration which characterized those 
ms times can ilaln the tone and wording 
proclamations issued by tin* government, or 
hu manner in which tlii'y were received. No 
ppt'ared to realize whither such doctrines 
lead tin' unfortunate people who were ready 
I'.pt therm The revolution of September 4th 
e result of all these errors and of all tlit' pas 
hen rife in Paris. The entire metropolis may 
sidernl to have been the culprit during those 
lays; hut that fact can in no way absolve 
n who led tin* movement, nor those who yielded 
n, when they should have remained in the 
it path of respect for authority and of true, 
ism. To abandon, when face to face with the 
i enemy, n government that had made France 
at—the first nation in Europe -was to sin 
t honor and right, to say nothing of in- 
tdo, a common fault, however, in moments of 
public disturbance. 
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over and over again that not a drop of blood was 
abed, insinuating thereby that they simply obeyed 
a great national movement. This again ia false. 
There was no an eh movement. Paris was simply 
taken by surprise', and the rest, of France was not 
consulted. The general chad ions of February 8, 
1871—the first after tlit* fall of the Empire -showed 
what France thought of the men of September 4tli, 
—they were markedly hostile to the 1 republic. It is 
quite true that then' was no blood shed on Septem¬ 
ber 4-th, but we must not forget that the (lovernment 
of National Defense favored the continuation of 
the struggle- the War in the Provinces • which led 
to the deaths of thousands of men and to a humiliat¬ 
ing treaty of peace, and which dually ended in the 
bloody Paris (tomrmme, where Frenchmen fought 
ferociously against one another. If the birth of 
the revolution was not so tragic as its closing days, 
this is not duo to the moderation of those who re¬ 
belled and those who were benefited thereby, hut 
rather to those who held the reins of power and who 
out 
sod 


government before the eyes of all Europe and thus 
brought down upon France fresh and unnecessary 
ruin. ’ ’ 
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river, for tins proposal to receive any serums con¬ 
sideration. Another said Lorient would he the best 
port, as fleet ships were there. Bui it was easily 
shown that it was as hard to get to lament as to 
1 l av re. 

In the meantime, the reports from without grow 
more and more alarming. Everywhere cries were 
heard of “ Down with the EmpireP’ ££ Deposition !” 
“ Hurrah for the Republic!” Already the mob had 
begun to {ear down the Imperial eagles and to efface 
the Emperor’s initials from the monuments and 
buildings, and “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” 
wore being scribbled on the walls in their place. A 
noisy crowd was even invading thr precincts of the 
Tuileries. hanger was imminent. Nothing was to 
bo hoped for from t he Legislative Body. “ Wo musl 
call in Trncltu,” somebody said. The Empress re¬ 
plied quietly: “lbs duly requires him (o he here, at 
the post of honor and danger. But it is not for me 
to remind him of the fart,“ At. this moment Prince 
Mottoniieh and ('hevalier Nigra were ini rodueod. 
The Austrian and Italian ambassadors had come 
to offer generously their aid in protecting Eugenic. 
Then came M. Joachim Pietri, the Prefect of Police, 
who had been oni in tin* streets, and who confirmed 
wlrnt others had said as to the effervescence reign¬ 
ing throughout the city. “Your Majesty and those 
about you are in real danger,’* he said. “ Within a 
qua Her of an hour the palace will he invaded by the 
mob. There should be no hesitation. A mob does 
not always know what it Is doing and might be led 
to commit a crime.” To this warning of the head 
of the Paris police, General Mellinet, who com¬ 
manded the detachment of the Imperial Guard sta- 
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est to ik*s possible' sin' said io thorn: “No, I cannot 
take you will] mo. You have' your husbands and 
your ohildrom 1 will not draw any ono into my own 
misforlmu'. In Franco, ono must not ho ill-starred; 
it is a crime,” Tho Baroness do Bourgoing said: 
“My husband is at I bo head of B t 50(> volunteers in 
the l)oparlm<‘ut of Kiovro. Wlmt onh'rs has your 
Majosly for (110111?” The ('Impress answered: “Or- 
dors! I liavo now mnu' to give. We must yield to 
eimimsfanors. I shall novor forget what you have 
done tor mo, and I (hank you. Good-by, Good-by.” 
The Mmpross (lu‘u embraced (he ladies and they 
kissed her hands, many of (hem again saying: “You 
must lot us aeeoiupany you.” Tho Fmproaa once 
more answered: “Thai is impossible. Adieu, or 
ralherau revoir.” “ Yoh, au ri'voir,” responded all 
flu' ladies of (ho suite, IOugcuie turned hack several 
times as she moved away, and waving with her hand 
a farewell Io (hem, they finally disappeared from 
her High I. They, too, soon afterwards loft the Tui- 
lorios, “with heavy hearts,” one of them wrote me 
afterwards. 

At about this same moment, General Mellinet re¬ 
turned to the palace, and again insisted on obtain¬ 
ing the million'/,at ion to “sweep away all those 
screaming miscreants” who surrounded the Tuiler- 
ies. He was met by the Marquis of (Astelbajac, 
who informed him that (hi* Finpress had decided 
to depart. “ But we eauuot, no, we really cannot, 
allow ourselves to be throttled like old women with- 



shall not bo throttled until they art' all used up. 
Hut let uh wait till the Kinpress has got well away 
bo that she will not run the risk of being 1 muKHucred 
with uh.” Seeing that thoro was nothing to ho done, 
the grand old (Vnuoan hero bethought himself to 
make Home use of hin groat popularity, and, with 
thes approval of M. do (Vstelbajac, derided to boo if 
ho could not at least delay the invasion of tin* palace, 
bo that wo would run less danger. (’onsequeutly, he 
gave orders to lower the flag whieh always tloated 
over the TuiierioB whon the Imperial family wan 
thoro. lie then advanced to the mob, whioh wan 
already rushing into the garden, and getting on a 
chair, ho shouted: “Thu Mmpress has loft the 
palace. You are Frenchmen and will not bring dis¬ 
honor on yourselves by insulting n woman ho 
crushed by misfortunes. So l count on you making 
no disorder and retiring quietly to your homes.“ 
For a moment the onward rush was cheeked. But 
it was only for a moment. The light railing which 
separated the private from the public gardens \uih 
soon broken in twenty places and the crowd finding 
no other ohstaele in their way began pushing for 
wards over the flower beds. In a few moments more 
they would he inside the palace. 


IE EMPRESS ESCAPES PROM PARIS 

less The Empress yielded to our pleadings 
Lastily swallowed a few morsels of bread. Re¬ 
starting, sbe stopped once again to cast a last 
on a spot sbe would never see again. On the 
sbe perceived among other papers the fatal 
ram in which the Emperor announced bis de- 
and captivity. At first sbe reached forwards 
the intention of picking it np and taking it away 
her, then changing her mind she said: ‘No, it 
tter that it be found here,’ and placed it in a 
ucuous place on her desk.” Prince Mettemick 
Chevalier Nigra now urged promptness and 
imed to some of the over-anxious ladies-lu¬ 
ng: “We will answer for the Empress’s safety 
ded there is no more delay.” This assurance 
repeated to M. Pietri and M. Clievreau, who 
still tarrying with the Empress, but who there- 
took their leave. Again bidding farewell to 
>mtesse Aguado and Comte de la Poeze, Eu- 
once more started, followed by Mme. Lebre- 
>ourbaki, the two ambassadors, Admiral Jurien 
Graviere and M. Conti, the Empress’s private 
tary. The little party passed through the pri- 
apartments, descended to the ground floor and 
id through the Prince Imperial’s door, to the 
of the Tuileries court-yard. A carriage was 
ng there as usual; it was the coupe of the aide- 
mp then on duty. The first idea was to make 
if this vehicle; hut Prince Metternich having 
,rked that the Imperial cockade and crown 
t attract attention, it was hastily decided to 
the ambassador’s own carriage which had no 
and was waiting on the quay. An orderly 
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went Ft fetch the* eurrhure, and the parly s 
on a bench in thi* vestibule. 

\Vhih* tin* orderly was m<m* to f*-t«*h tin* v 
which was stat ioned at s<nun litt!<• distant 
till* quay, ennsiderabh* coisum v. .r« net 
in the palace hy tin* advent of a mo \ emu 
had gained ,admit fanc<* info I 1 .< ! '!;$<•*> i!n (' 
through tht* Louvre sqdrs and which came »» 
mg, oaths, threats and iwob.thc.jarv at 
being jumbled together. Immediately the 
tart hack to want fin* parly imf to try and n 
quay in that direction, Thereupon, the 
went out Inwards tin* mob and sought to nn 
the people in order to gain time, The rai 
tween him and them j tilt la id good in s 
frnntie e{Torts made to tear it d«mii, A sill 
of infantry commanded 1«\ a sergeant mtr 
the admiral ntnl was read), if m-ce , an, to 
him from any violence on tin* part of tin 
Having finally got their ear, Admiral Juri 
“The Km press 1ms left the Tuderies, an 
m no necessity of getting excited. I beg of y 
calm.” But. what could a handful of men do 
such a muss of a*saihints? At that mtitno 
lachment of national guards came into th 
yard to relieve the regular infantry. The i 
command immediately realised the danger v» 
admiral was running. “Try and prevent tin 
breaking down that railing,* ‘ said the adi 
the otbeer, and again turning towards the 
he shouted: “I tell you, the Kmpresn in m 
here,” These national guards were liinoi 
who could he depended upon. They obey 
commanded and when Ids orders to the ortr 
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not listened to, the soldiers heat them back with the 
butt of their guns, ho that the railing was not broken 
through. Tin* mob finding that they had a master 
in that quarter, hurried off to try and get through 
somewhere else. But all thin devotion on the part 
of Admiral durien de la (»rnvio.ro and the national 
guard was not needed after all. When he got back 
to the vestibule where he had left the Empress, lie 
found that she had disappeared, for when her party 
saw what a plight tiny were in at this Hide of the 
palace, they did not venture out, but went hack, and 
taking the galleries of the Louvre, finally found a 
safe exit at the grand colonnade side of the Louvre, 
opposite the* Bluet' Saint (1 ennuin BAuxerrois. But 
a word or two more, telling how this was accom¬ 
plished, may be interesting. 

Tilt' lit tit' party went through the Bavillion of 
Flora, where it had been decided some time before 
that the Brinee Imperial should henceforth be in¬ 
stalled. It presented a rather forlorn appearance, 
ns the workmen's tools and the carpenters’ shavings 
were all strewn about. Thence they reached one 
of the state rooms where the Empress recalled how, 
but a short time before, she was seated between the 
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ing tho attention of tho assistants of tho gallery, 
310 one came to our aid. Fortunately, one of tho 
household, M. ThcTm, hoard by chance that tho Em¬ 
press wan endeavoring to escape in that direction; 
bo ho hastened to hor with a skeleton key, with 
which ho not only opened the first door, hut all tho 
others that barred the way to tho street, through tho 
picture galleries. Before quitting tho galleries, M. 
Conti and the orderly wore requested to leave, ho 
that tho party would not be conspicuous from itn 
numbers. The Empress was now left alone with 
the two ambassadors and Mine. hebrefon-BourbakL 
'When they reached the end of their journey, they 
found the square In front of the Louvre, and es¬ 
pecially the archway, tilled with people. They heard 
some hostile cries, such as “Hurrah for the repub¬ 
lic!” and “Down with the Spanish woman 1“ Tho 
Italian ambassador, on whose arm tin* Empress was 
leaning asked her if she was frightened, “You are 
holding my arm,” she answered; “do you feel it 
tremble!” At this moment 
the mob towards the ehur 
press ’ party seized the. op| 
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others would not lmvo been so successful, and 
as never able to see where anything' of a polit- 
ature entered into their acts on this occasion, 
imporor, also, more than once expressed his 
thanks For the generous manner in which the 
e and the Chevalier conducted themselves clur- 
ie stormy day of September 4th. “If all the 
led friends of the throne had shown one half 
ravery and activity of those two foreign dip- 
s,” said tlu» Mmperor in this connection, “we 
, probably still bo in the Tuilories palace.” 

> cab drove along the Rue de Rivoli and up 
oust* situated near t-lu* Church of St. Augustin, 
ited by M. 1 lesson, a member of tho Council 
ito. But he was out, having gone to the Tui- 
to “lake tin' bhupress’ orders,” as ho after- 
[ remarked. So tin* eahnmn was told to drive 
i Avenue do Wngram, where 1 lived one of the 
ul chamberlains of the Imperial eourl, the 
:iis de Dionnes. There again the fugitives met 
liHappoiutmt'ul. On leaving the Tuileries, the 
.us had been enlangled in the crowd and had 
•t got home. r rime was /lying. Soon the news 
MiiipresH* departure would be known and then 
idd he, impossible to leave the town. Some 
wary shelter must be found from which to 
tho frontier. Suddenly Mmo. Lob retail 
lit of Dr. Mvnus, tin' Amerienn court dentist, 
van very devoted to the eotirt’s interests and 
10 m the Empress fell she could surely count, 
e now drove to his house in tin 1 then Avenue 
mperalriee. He was out, hut was soon ex- 
1 back, and “the unknown ladies,” as the ser- 
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whenever she passed through Paris and at 
vitation, he and his wife spent some little time 
mborough. The work is reliable in everything 
Dncerns his carriage drive from Paris to Deau- 
Bnt some of the personal impressions of the 
ess and Mme. Lebreton may perhaps be given 

the morning of September 5th, the two ladies 
tie two American doctors started in a brown 
a. The coachman and the footman had no 
[ believe, who were the persons accompanying 
master. They drove down the Avenue Mala- 
The first problem was how to get out of Paris, 
rricade and a group of national guards ob- 
ed the Maillot gate where they were to pass, 
urse it was of the greatest importance that 
mpress be not recognized; so Dr. Evans leant 
nit of the carriage, really to hide her but os- 
by to ask his way of the guards, who never 
ht to look inside, and the carriage drove slow- 
t through the city walls. They halted a few 
es at Saint Germain to rest the horses, and 
pushed on as far as Mantes, where the poor 
lIs were found to be absolutely done up, so 
Lothing further was to be expected from them, 
ane remained with the ladies while Dr. Evans 
off to find fresh horses and another carriage, 
lg found two horses and a more or less shaky 
e, the journey was resumed. Whenever it was 
sary to change horses, difficulties were always 
ntered. At the Commanderie two wretched 
5 were scared up, but the landlord of the village 
L the turn-out so fine that he said to the doctor: 
y, a queen would be contented with such a 
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oumatanecs, it in impossible. I do not wish to got 
mixed up in political matters, and moreover thcro 
in a storm at sea.” 

l)r. Evans replied: “Sir John, T am an American 
citizen, and in my country, every man is ready to 
help a woman, especially when Imr life is in danger. 
When her Majesty asked my assistance, I left my 
Paris home with all that it contains, without giving 
a thought to tin' loss my act might cause. But I 
have noticed another craft in port and I will see 
what accommodation wo can obtain there.” 

Sir John said in reply: “You must not try there, 
for that American yacht is not sea-worthy.” 

“Well, then, we must count on you, Sir John.” 

“Well, I will consult my wife on the subject.” 

As a result of Ibis consultation with tender¬ 
hearted Imdy Burgoyne, it was agreed that the 
yacht should sail (he next morning, and that the 
fugitives were to come aboard that night. At half 
past eleven, a police officer visited the yacht, as if 
he hud got wind of the scheme. But Sir John 
showed him over the boat with assumed indiffer¬ 
ence, and when he had retired, and Sir John saw 
him pass over the Tronville bridge, he went to meet 
the travelers, who were soon afterwards ensconced 
in the taut little ship and ready to sail. Lady Bur¬ 
goyne immediately urged the Empress to take, some 
rest. But th is could not bo ns she was absorbed in 
reading the bundle of Baris newspapers which Sir 
John had put in her hands, and which told all that 
had happened at the capital since her departure. 
The Empress kept awake by swallowing constant 
sips of codec. At six o’clock in the morning, Dr. 
Crane left the boat, but Dr. Evans though feeling 
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that the Empress wit8 perfectly safe in the chnr^ e 
of Sir John, coneluded to erosa tin* flmuncl nl$ 0 

Ah tin* political excitement appeared to ho inercf*,g^ 
ing in the town, Sir John thought it wine to toll tlj. e 
crew who were alumni, as t !»«•> might ho ended 
defend uh. All tin* nut lorn replied that they W(nil<f| 
do their duty. Rut, unfortunately, nothing uiitowtif d 
happened, 

The yacht fumllv weighed anchor at seven in tl\Q 
morning. It wa« a terrible eroding A violent 
tempest rtHHuiletl tin* fruit hark n * *uun an it 
Trim villi*. Sir John, eotiNriouH of his duty and tho 
responsibility he hml no timed, hardly once left IHo 
bridge, There wan a strong h**ud Mind, the di*elc 
whh constantly washed hy log waves, and all per- 
Cidved that hut little mlv anee wa^ being made, iV/b* 
one moment, in fad, there whh real danger. ISC. 
dTleristtun, who has told so tiu«§> inexactitudes 
about the escape from Fans, pretends that at c>x\o 
moment during the crossing Sir J«>lm Rurgoyne lost 
control of himself and turning oti Rr, Evans up- 
br&ided him for having emlmrked them all on huoEi 
a perilous enterprise, Rut there ip no truth in tiiis 
statement. 44 Everything erneked nround us," nnid 
Mme. Eehreton, when she gave an aeemmt later of 
thin memorable voyage; ‘Am! the Empress, who wets 
used to tin* mm and liked it, did not appear iilurmod 
at the had weather, 'The Ramino tempest i« a, 
great deal worse , 1 she quietly remarked. 4 " Rut Inter 
while Htill under tint nervous at rain produced by 
these events, the Empress wrote to a friend *, 44 'Pile 
little ship danced on the waves like a cork. At one 
time, they said we were lost. Rut death in tlie 
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sweet to me. I felt that I would disappear and 
nobody would know whither, so that an impen¬ 
etrable mystery would have enveloped the end of 
my days.” This was really the feeling that then 
held possession of her. Towards dawn on the sec¬ 
ond day out, the wind fell, the sea became calm, and 
the boat was able to make Ryde harbor, when Sir 
John Burgoyne immediately informed Lord Gran¬ 
ville, Minister of Foreign Affairs, of the Empress’ 
arrival on English soil. 

M. d’Herisson has said that the Empress was un¬ 
grateful to Sir John Burgoyne. This is quite false 
and has been denied by Sir John himself in the 
Century Magazine. When the Empress reached 
Hastings she hastened to send Lady Burgoyne re¬ 
newed thanks and accompanied them with a bracelet 
in souvenir of the event. Perhaps I may, further¬ 
more, transcribe this statement. ‘‘When I married 
a second time, in 1903,” Sir John has written, “the 
Empress made us a present—to Lady Burgoyne and 
myself—of a magnificent coffee and tea service in 
silver.’’ Untrue also is much that has been said of 
a similar nature concerning her strained relations 
with Ur. Evans, for whom the Empress on the con¬ 
trary guarded a warm affection till the very end 
of his life. 






.THE EMPEROR AT WILHELMSHOHE 

Cass el, tli© Empress asked to be taken before tbe 
governor. A few minutes later, slie was at Wil- 
helmshohe and immediately drove to tbe castle. 
Comte Clary entered alone, and was promptly con¬ 
ducted into the presence of the Emperor, who was 
much surprised when this faithful nobleman entered 
the room. On seeing him, the Emperor exclaimed: 
<£ You here! Why, I have just written to the Em¬ 
press to ask if she cannot possibly come.” There 
being other persons present, Comte Clary replied: 
“As soon as the Empress knows your Majesty’s 
wish, she will certainly come. ’ ’ Then he made the 
Emperor understand that he wished to speak with 
him alone, and as soon as the others had withdrawn, 
he told the Emperor that the Empress was in a car¬ 
riage at the gates. “Is it possible,” cried the mon¬ 
arch, much moved; “let her come in at once;” and 
accompanied by Comte Clary, he went to the porch 
to meet the carriage which was driving up. Several 
officers of the household were on the spot and Na¬ 
poleon had difficulty in mastering his emotions. But 
as he did not wish to show his feelings in public, he 
controlled them so completely that he received Eu¬ 
genie after the tragic events which had separated 
them for four months, with an expression and man¬ 
ner he would have displayed if he had left her only 
the day before under the most ordinary circum¬ 
stances. Even her perfect understanding and knowl¬ 
edge of his character were not quite proof against 
this seeming coldness, and the Empress at 
first was pained by the seemingly frigid welcome. 
Meanwhile, the members of the household drew near, 
kissing Eugenie’s hand, and even seizing the folds 
of her dress, I was told afterwards. 
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of Hub whole matter as given elsewhere in these 
memoirs. 

Two days later, the Empress left Wilhelmshohe 
hb secretly as she had arrived and reached England 
before the news of her journey had got abroad. The 
Emperor fell the greatest benefit from that visit. 
The harmony which reigned between them was much 
sireugtheued, and henceforth became more perfect 
than ever. Their way of looking at events was iden¬ 
tical, and it was agreed that one would do nothing 
without the other’s knowledge. 

A few days after this visit, the chiefs of the 
imprisoned army of Metz arrived at Oassel, and 
the three marshals who had hold command in that 
unlucky force, visited the Emperor. The unfor¬ 
tunate Marshal Buzaine was the first to miter. The 
Emperor met him in a very grave mood, but held 
out his hand to the fallen soldier and talked a long 
time with him. Though the Emperor could not ap¬ 
prove all the conduct of Ibis much-criticized com¬ 
mander, he had not the heart, at least at that mo¬ 
ment, to animadvert on his mistakes, shortcomings, 
ami acts which perhaps deserve a still harsher term. 
Later, shortly Indore his death, lie did not hesitate 
to declare in intimate eireles that Bazaine had been 
made a scapegoat in several respects. 

Some hours afterwards, Marshal Leboout came 
into the room, lie walked in with his tine, calm, 
soldierly face the face of the loyal officer who had 
behaved so splendidly at Metz darkened by deep 
anguish, for he knew that lie was considered respon¬ 
sible lor tin 4 disasters which had just bet alien his 
country* But here again the warm Uenited Em¬ 
peror could not he harsh, especially as there was 
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the time' of the Luxembourg affair, Marshal Niel 
Huid: ‘If .Prussia insists on war, we shall be ready.’ 
And preparations were then commenced in spite of 
every obstacle, and in the face of greatly diminished 
appropriations. Leboeuf cannot bo held responsible 
lor cimunstanceH over which he had no control.” 
Tins very just retlection should always bo kept in 
mind in passing judgment on this much abused 
officer, lie may not have been a military genius, but 
he was not a thoughtless failure. 

Though the Emperor was never weary of prais¬ 
ing (’unrobed., at this time., calling him “the most 
glorious personage of my reign,” he ever had a 
good word for Bnznino and repeatedly spoke of him 
in after years. Another memorandum on Wilholms- 
hdhe contains this paragraph about Bazaine: * ‘This 
Marshal will ho the one most attacked of all. His 
place is therefore near his sovereign. They will 
seek to dishonor him. Forgetting his faults, I 
must only remember all his misfortunes. I might 
say to him what Philippe II said to his admiral, the 
Puke of Mediim-Sidonia, whoso mistakes had cost 
Spain her most powerful fleet: ‘I sent you forth 
against the English, not against fate and God’s 
will/ ” 

Only those who saw the sad look which sometimes 
spread over the face of the Emperor Napoleon, 
whenever he walked through the park of Wilhelms- 
ladle with the former commander in (‘hiof of the 
last imperial army, could understand the unselfish- 
nesH and perfect abnegation contained in these 
words. They offer another and almost tragic in¬ 
stance of the big heartedness of Nafioleon III. Even 
his bitterest enemies admit that he possessed this 
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quality to a high degree and it never futiii 1 out bettor 
than in Ida treatment of tin- unfortunate Marshal 
Huxidno, who expiated not only his own faults - 
history will show that they cannot In* culled crimen, 
far from it hut flu* faults, and perhaps hurt* in fast 
out* might wtdl say, tin* crime**, of others, of thu.su 
who were often unworthy to hm’kh* Ids shoes. 

The IdujffTtir ctijo\**d ron\i-rssng w iih tin* a* whom 
lm {runted, either about pa * dng events, or about 
the jhTsoiw playing an important part in tin* politi- 
cal worhl. Kotos made whm in* was n prisoner at, 
Wilhglmsh^ho aro th«* faithful record of sumo of 
these conversations. 1 ahull rnako froc use of those 
materials throughout this ohuptor, 

Speaking of Pi-uuarek ho said; 

“The clmuoollor’a gnat! strength lion in the fact 
that h o is hut n mini dor. What it diffmvne** thore 
in between failuro an a mini-dor and being \ an 
quished as n sovereign. The minister who has 
fidlod in Ids enterprises can retire, and watch with 
malicious pleasure tin* difficulties which his staves- 
H»r oncmmtcr.H in rebuilding the edifice left in such 
a luul state ‘that it is almost ready to crumble to 
pieces, The sovereign on the eonfrary, though he 
may he liituv or lo s rOieiently aided, in held re 
sponsible persona 11) for ail tun errors. He must 
withdraw and leave the task to Ids Mte*vnja»r, At 
leant thin is what happens in Franc**. 

11 Owing to this fact, whirl* springs from human 
nature itself, a sovereign will always he l**vi venture- 
Home, more furseeing, and more conscientious than 
the heat minister, through interest if not through 
duty. If President Lincoln had been vanquished 
in this war* he would nut have been reelected hut Idi 
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defeat would not Lave been a catastrophe to the 
United Staton. If Lincoln, unsuccessful in the Civil 
War, had boon a king, his name would havo been 
handl'd down to history as that of a man who had 
sacriheed half Ids country to an idea—generous 
though it were- and hi', moreover, would in all prob¬ 
ability have lost his throne. Before making a grave 
decision a sovereign— and that is one of the ad¬ 
vantages of monarchical institutions—will consider 
more attentively than any minister the reasons for 
and against the proposed action, lie knows that his 
immediate successor is his own son, a mere youth, 
or a near relation, it may be. A minister or even 
a president may see in his successor only a rival, 
a politieal adversary, perhaps a sworn enemy. In 
spite of all the teachings of religion and morals, man 
will ever remain man; he will love the blood of his 
blood and hate his enemy. 

M Bismarck has been fortunate consequently, in 
bring only a minister. Since his sovereign confides 
in him to an extraordinary degree, he can risk every¬ 
thing and has nothing to fear. If the war of 1866 
had had fatal results for Prussia, the chancellor 
would have retired to Ids lands in Pomerania and 
then’ the matter would have ended, at least so 
far as he was concerned. Responsibility covered by* 
royal approval, great political talent, almost un¬ 
paralleled good luck • with those cards in his hands, 
Bismarck could dare do almost anything.” 

Then the Emperor spoke of the event id Septem¬ 
ber 4, 1H7D, when a provisional republican govern¬ 
ment was set up in Prance in the place of the fallen 
Empire. 

" What a godsend for Bismarckl Could he have 
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m*en if, Who would litivi* imai?m«‘d tint! n milieu 
once mi eltivulrom* w oiild seise iht* moment when its 
ruler wan t’rurJtt**! 1 *y it h»-a\y mmfnrhme to seek 
remits* fur imamnur) woes 1 \*o, it w a i nut tin* 

nation that acted f!t< n, it wu* nof Kinne,- that w ill 
iltfrly smoothed uuay all the *lijlitniIti»* }.« {',»jv which 
even lU-innrek ‘a rt>ml luck miyht hair failed; it 
whh fin* deed uf only n fVu men, hut what titcii the) 
were!** 

When itiii* uf tinea* present a Led the Kuipt-ror 
what w mdd h.at* hem, in hit opinion, the i ente uf 
! hut dr» .nlftd war if the v\ « nt ■ of September -ith 
had unf Inun-cht about a chmufe »>f yroverwiieut, la* 
tvjdh d ; *' I ’race Would have he.n Minted before tin* 
Hid uf a mouth; mid, if l*if sum ck had refused, all 
Kliroja* Would have united to oblige linn to consent 
Just uha! wmihI hu\ *< been the rimracter of flu** 
pear**, it in not ho easy to any; hut everythin!? tenth 
to make m believe that thr cmiditiunn would have 
been, better than thorn* which an* to be offered. ** 

Then, colli inning the ffenerfll aubjert of the t *han 
c<*llor and Uermimy, the Kmjnuor mud: " lltMimrck 
ha*t been lucky in my thun-t he ha.i undertaken I inly 
uu the day of bin tir*'t f.uluve wilt the real ehnr.refer 
uf thin appear. Wind a strum?** nniion the He! mum* 
are. Wlint it complete change of opinion rune* rm»j? 
tile (liuiieellnf, they n)i*nv imw thnl they iuitr wuu 
a victory. Have they f*»m?iiftrii that four yearn aj?o 
fti«tunmk wm (he need hated man in Herman) I 
You would not la* believed if you min! that now, and 
yet it Would be easy to that proof* of !tm -statement. 
Thin i« tht' way mutter* went The uduumatrnlivc 
Uhml uf the Prumunu luiuiHter of war, (Intern! von 

4H0 


THE EMPEROR AT WILHELMSHOHE 

Roon, and the strategical genius of Moltke com¬ 
manding well disciplined soldiers, combined to win 
a battle. Then, suddenly, Bismarck awoke to find 
himself as much admired as he had been detested a 
few days before. He has done a very great deal for 
G-ermany; but it must be admitted that fate placed 
by his side aides who rendered it fairly easy to 
overcome all obstacles. He has the king’s absolute 
confidence, and has had constant success in all his 
enterprises; so the German nation bends before his 
will as the reed before the wind.” 

Then the Emperor went on to speak of socialism: 

‘ ‘ This war will have as a result the development, at 
least ten years earlier, than was expected, of a 
question which cannot fail sooner or later, to gain 
an extreme amount of importance in our thickly 
peopled Europe. Bismarck has never troubled him¬ 
self much about it, but he will be obliged to do so 
now. Up to the present I alone have thought of the 
workman. If I were again to mount the throne, his 
welfare would be the subject which would have the 
greatest interest for me, as the whole future depends 
upon it. You will eventually see what proportions 
the social question will grow to both in Germany and 
France. ’ ’ 

Among the various writings of the Emperor is a 
study on the military organization of North Ger¬ 
many. One of his interlocutors said nothing when 
the Emperor showed him this book, and by this 
silence he seemed to imply that it would have been 
better to have studied the question before the war 
broke out. The Emperor guessed what was run¬ 
ning in his friend’s mind, so taking a copy of the 
Moniteur from the table, he read the entire passage 
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from M. Kouhur'.s aprrrh rmimrrafimr, with w uiidrr* 
fill t It*' forms of N * * rl i i« * m l irnu.tny, just 

an limy (unit'd <mt t*> hi* wlum fhr war gut 
way, lit* a ho ivud flu* aprrrh iu whu*h M. Thirrs, 
Marking and Idling, d*iss»-d r\ *r> om* of th«* .«■ *• fate• 
munis, ami urrtu>rd M. lumln-r of nil 'lm; a phantom 
of l.dfHffHiu (M-rmait > in nnh-r h> fik-ht. is the r*nm- 
try, ** Vmi hnvr cnii\ smrd mr, nun! f Iu* fru'jnl, 
iu>vv \ »»u go foil1* and i*Hin mo* tin- uni inn, 
lik«* n i rp!i**d f hr I assprj < <r rai ir * I) . 

I{ is ra «y to iplrrr'. w hid \r« \ * av ':. day i S' 1 w;i;l 
fur tin* imp! s .Min d t‘iis|u-r««r. ‘{‘iu 1 ’mja » . * al n 

mdTVfrd rnndh, and, unuhh* I * * rWuiu !** \\ dmlm-i 

holm, ariif a * !u*r n |»rr ral,t!n »* tf»«* l Mr dr l 

aaiju w hu aha ml f hr r\dr t 4 f hr I’an-v Impnad 
and f h«* Kmpi mn, an*I wh»» h\ * 4 uiSh t h* m at * ’lit -I**- 

lumd, Tltr 1 Mr s i * • t I*u? pminpfU l>« !< a r llt«* ,W\V 
Yflirhi lUmnUgru to flu* t !mj<rt ul* ! {» !u L'i Wife and 
8»*!t. U|| fhtif dit) of lisuiii uiira, li *- ra > alsd 

uln|Uutlo of tin* r*mii v. ri «• r«-\nrd, at U dh« Ins*. 

Thu thi*’ d«* IhifniUM wan Inf j«ntur. d, during 
tin* morning, into ihr Kit*p rf «»rh» j-r« rur.- with all 
fliusi* who ulmi'rd Inn raj •! i\a!) , t h-.iil r«-* usrn-.srg 

fruju iaa‘ n, and ami dr ju « ■ ■ > d, f h* lunpijoj* h,,4 a 

rojijfnj hug ryijun-r Mil fiinhog ,41 I • i*oiisj».in:»»n * 

ill Hunf*ii1 sin** gut h*- !ii| ?u g?. »•* l.-in n .?b i ** p* rtfsij 
r\jn r v inlSH of pi-nd Will. II*” ol ?» it d«»If Ifpofl It! I 

tlu*?ir dHitibg vvhn h ha\ r j*rm t n"h h « u 

ill lllu.nf t»f f hr nrrullllf h fdvrfl t<\ f fa* hfr isf \V 4 1L*-Illsu 

Iu»!m during thin dark f«« i imi, \\ hi u tla* I far n- 

tiirimd tu Kntfliifid hr gnvr Ihr Kinpr-- ii urmph "r 
duHrrijstiun uf thr 1 Jiiprrui "ft thul\ » ii ifiiK'** and 

brought bur man) tnuh r in* *n 

A W«nl ahuuhi l«* th*v»*t*tl to thr r*-minkah!r it! 
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tentions which the sovereigns of Europe showered 
on the dethroned Emperor at this moment. This 
had considerable political importance at the time, 
and explains to-day many incidents which then ap¬ 
peared obscure; for, it must be remembered, that 
at this moment war was still being waged in the 
French provinces and, what the outcome of the 
conflict would be, was not as yet perfectly sure. 

Numerous telegrams, reached Wilhelmshohe on 
January 1,1871. The first was from Prince Amadeo 
of Savoy, who had a few hours previously become 
King of Spain, having landed the preceding night 
at Alicante. He had the kind and gracious idea of 
sending his good wishes to his “father’s former com¬ 
rade in arms,” whom fortune had so singularly de¬ 
serted. This reference was of course to King Victor 
Emmanuel. But the full meaning of the telegram 
comes out when it is remembered that the frontiers 
of Spain and France touch, and the new king wished 
to be on friendly terms with the possible ruler of 
France restored to peace once more. 

Similar telegrams reached Napoleon from Queen 
Victoria, the Emperor Alexander, King Victor Em¬ 
manuel, the King of Sweden, and Queen Isabella. 
Letters also came from Princess Mathilde, Prince 
Napoleon and all the members of the Bonaparte 
family, and from almost all the members of the old 
civil and military households of the fallen Emperor. 
In fact, before night settled down, all the reigning 
sovereigns of Europe, with the exception of the 
German princes, had sent their good wishes to the 
Emperor in prison. The Tours government knew 
this and must have had some uneasy forebodings. 

King William sent Count von Monts, Governor of 
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(Ansel, wit It tin* misshm * *i“ expressing, in Ins mas 
ierks name, tit** hope that *‘tlu* vfar which was then 
cumin *, ntifjit see the renewal between the tw«» mi\ 
e reign* ef the fiiendh relations which had ,mi lung 
exist* il, mi that a fresh period uf penee and mutual 
good will might di ~ dpate nil remembrance uf the 
events uf the lard f< w months,” t ’uUUl \ uii Munis 
ttlsu brought n lelt<T from Kmpn-sH Align .fa. 

The Kiuperur returned his thanks. All lias was 
must significant, Tin* Kmperur and the Km press 
both f« It it. '{'he Kinpresn h ut m d these facts 
heveral du\ > after they occurred. Hut when the 
news came, she futmd that they had b**t h arrived in- 
dejiefideutly of one another, at the smim conclusion. 

Tin* next day, and these followiny, thousands of 
letters came from France and proved v«*r\ comfort* 
ing In the Kmperur, though they awakem-d false 
hupe.H, as event* turned out, Hut they had their 
hearing on the rapidly developing crisis. ,S\»r must 
We forget the great good they did to the p|j\ And and 
moral up building uf the depressed Kmjwsrnr. 

Tlu* Kmperur tiud the Kmpress wete Imth much 
touched by all this. Hut what caused lli»* Kmperor 
ufi 11 nmre pleasure, and occasioned deep enueeru 
in certain quarter* win a wpuntaneuim manifestn 
tjun uii th«' part uf the captive army. An address had 
linen secretly circulated mid nmre than 11«W«l *igna 
turn* thus collected told the Kmperor that, in spite 
uf diwwder*, in tqufe nf calumny, the heat t uf the 
French Hutdiep wan attached te the name *4' Nnpo 
Icon, It. wan understood that the number *»f tie* »«• 
numuH wmdd have lieru larger h! ill if hohu* »*t‘ tie* 
priioitew had !«•«*» willing In n»k }*eri«isHi**ii uf ti?<* 



TIIE EMPEROR AT WILHELMSHOHE 

mado necessary by the stipulations of military law. 
Those who did sign asked no such authorization 
anti this violation of the rules would have been 
severely punished if an order from the king had not 
been sent i rom Versailles, forbidding such punish¬ 
ment. Here, again, was a sign which might mean 
much. 

Nor was (his all. Piles of letters came from for¬ 
eign countries, especially from England, and even 
i rom America, which showed the large place the 
Emperor still held in the world’s heart. 'With these 
letters came, two faded bunches of violets from be¬ 
sieged Paris which reached Wilholmshdhe in fair 
condition. One boro the inseripiion: “From a true 
Frenchman,” and the other “From a family of 
grateful working people.” Another sign, some 
thought. 

For a few days after all this, tins Emperor seemed 
quite rejuvenated, so much had he been pleasantly 
moved by these manifestations. I am told that lit* 
worked with greater ardor than ever and his letters 
to the Empress were tinged with less sadness. .But 
all was to end in disappointment, for no future New 
Year's day was to see him so near the throne he 
once tilled with so much distinction. 

The Emperor led a very regular and monotonous 
life at Willielmshuhe, Ho rose between seven and 
eight o'clock and after his ablutions, took a cup of 
tea, sitting at the open window for a while, no matter 
what tin* weather might bo, though towards Christ¬ 
mas time there was frequently a temperature of 3ti 
degrees Fahrenheit. This throwing wide open of 
the window was the signal for the coming of the 
1mlf-famished sparrows who Hocked to get their 
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did!) pitluiuv nf rntmlu*. Tim Kmjmror, \\ Ut> sltuvi'd 
ufiuti Intel aside* hi** i.imt t * * nttmd tu tlm 
\\ nuts uf tin* litlli* u bumd hrimurs. I {»• n* \t bushnl 
h'nwM! with It is priutt** rm r*- pmahurr, and about 
trn u VWU jvrrivrd 1 1 i » mail and ra l a rit |ut| plant’s 
uViT tilt* tmwspapri’ *. l h* sprriati) jtMlimuI tin- Xnfd 
and tin* }%< h,* >hi Vtii U tm / /. Aia-'iit: lamb >h papers 
lie rnad tin* Tiutt s t fit** ,Vw m/u; ]'<<■•?, f la* h>n‘u T* lr- 
eftttph„ tin* 1'tili Mtili lhi * */*■ , jin* .s/an-bn ! t and tlm 
/ hill if Xtics; limn ranm ! 'a- i ;*>•* /../ *4 Madrid itttd 
Un* /’r / .a rt i tin ,i nf I fall. Hut l<*' atfmdmd tits 
hitflmst imptirfnina* In tin* fin man {*itj*«*>, rsprrinl* 
iy tu tin* Xni t(>i, ut m In , atsd !«• tin* h»i -* tit :: * *f Aui*s- 
hurtf, nf Sitf'da ami fur \\ r-rt*, If% fm* pn it ul «»f 

HUt’h varied shrrthr Imp.-d t*» obtain alt »-\nr! idril 
ommrrnm^ tin* mm! * t4 Inamv, 1 tut thr. wm im 
rU\\ mattrr, i*U inn t«‘ f hr timtmmrnhlr r*>nt ia li**hmts 
and falsa imports w iurh ttrr«* pubh h* d at that tune 
hath t'i'Ju’rrttim: him and Sir* m'.ru! our* and r.>n«*«*rtt 
iiifC wlrnl was I'ubm mt in 1 ham*< , **n thr !»,$ttir tirhi 
ami in imtin* puliims, Nm < jal *4" tln» .r wh<* urn* 
in fini 1 \ inl»*mmrm* with him, ’hr journals l Mds 
ummitf others, ni n n ail l hr |m j** i , i't.r him and 
tfi tVr him tiirir opinion roar. t mm- rut j ml r\ rttts. 
I am 1 1 *S*i that t loo, Si 1 HjUrnf !\ ..ucn-iint that. 
rrrlaiit Austtiuu papn hr j .a 1 1 ..ni - in ndnme, 
us limy \vriv often tilled w *.u» n«aro** imutltintc nf- 
tides about tin* tnib u mount rh 

At rlrVrlt uVhn*Ii tip* I huju i uf futt duw It f«< It Very 
simple hmehmit, during w lm*!t fh»» .»* pr«* >« ui wmild 
tall tin* news th**y had J rr»-j\ « d from h«»U3.* »r had 
mtd in the publie print's, A} hr Urn tin nl, i*oftt- 
mundmtt lifpp, nil Alaifiatt by birth* wmdd traim- 
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man papers, dwelling especially on the paragraphs 
which the Emperor had marked in red pencil. Then 
the Emperor chatted with his comrades in misfor¬ 
tune and all smoked together. From one to three, 
they walked in the park; and after the return to the 
ensile, the Emperor worked in his study till it was 
time to prepare for dinner, which meal ho always 
ate in evening dress. 

The kilehen was somewhat plain, though Empress 
Augusta had been careful to send cooks of other 
than (lermuu nationality, to prepare the Emperor’s 
meals. Among them was a certain Bernard, tho 
author of a volume on the culinary art. Tho Em¬ 
peror ate little and paid small attention to what 
was placed before him. This indifference greatly 
grieved poor Bernard who confided his sorrow to 
tuii' of the* members of the suite. The fact came 
finally to the Emperor's ears and on the following 
(‘veiling, he tasted every dish on the table, compli¬ 
mented the chef, and even asked for explanations 
concerning one dish. This is a good example of 
the Emperor’s ever present wish to do little things 
that would please those in his service. The result 
was that servants of the imperial household always 
adorn! their master. 

After dinner and conversation in the smoking 
room, the last, post was stmt off, when the Emperor 
often retired immediately to his rooms. But some¬ 
times he remained an hour or two with the company 
ami then would frequently seek to escape from the 
distressing thoughts of tin* day, by taking refuge 
in light literature*. French friends exiled to 
Switzerland ami Belgium were thoughtful enough 
to tend interesting books to Wilhelmshohe. One of 
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flu' aidon do rump wmdd «H’i'n; tnuaUy n*ittl t*l 
pin-wagon from t'ornoillo or Viotor Hugo, trim 
rim* or Limmrtino, from Mol tor** or Mimnot, 

Ilu' Kmporur, on-nting oST for an in {.*!•-{ tin* mo 
r aollootionn which ov»r harui-wod hint* u<mhl ; 
1 im ho If In bo rarriotl niomouf nrih aw ay by tho 
« i*ou« rhythm umt tin* bomufy of tho voimoh. 

(hi other ocean ion* u no\ ol would bo pud, ( 1 
tioillo wlm had n charming \«»ieo, m <tVn»*r< 
\Yn abort, wlm wan o\(r« rindy witu, would bo r«* 
ami though tin* Ktnporor did u«»t ulwu> ♦* h*d« n 
attentively, yot ho ommiunalh iiitot i upfrd fit*' 
io express bin opinion* eoneerning t!i»* rhur.’i 
of tho sentiment h they express'd, list* Kuo 
wan not over ftmtl of romance, though ho did ul 
on joy it good historical tale. 

Towards nine o'clock tin* Kmprmr would i 
to hin room, nftor having iilmkon hands w d i 
Murat princes and nil the uftieera, who in r 
bowed respectfully. Ho would tli»*n walk Mow 1 
Htitira to hin at tidy, o|w*n tho window* n mono* 
tho weather permitted* and cant a m* lunchoU p 
lit tho soldiers mid policemen guarding tho o 
Aftor that. In* would idt down at hi-* desk to 
mnko notes, ami writ** letter* or nuiuurnm 
Some of tho hint have In-on u*ed in tho* chnple 
elsewhere in these memoir*. Tlu-m* hour?* of 
tude wort* among tho pleusnnteM moment/* o 
tiny and lit* miulo tln*m bti4 as long «■* ho out 
Hjuto of tho doctor’ll repeated objection**, p 
ft* a roil that this intellect ttttl work at a** Into mi 
would disturb tho Kmpot or*» sleep. So who 
tho valid hoard him itmve about tin* room, bo < 

Miff*** #4*1 Httll *»•■uiuvt *4 la k* OU. 
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would tin'll ask the hour, and as it was pretty sure to 
bo at least one o'clock in the morning, if not later, 
the valet carrying a candelabra, was permitted to 
premie him to flic bed-room. 

All the expenses connected with the Emperor’s 
.stay at Wilhelmshbhe were home by King 'William’s 
civil list. Thus, at the request of Queen Augusta, 
the monarch put a stop to the clamors of certain 
Herman papers which gave it to ho understood that 
the imperial prisoner's detention was costing the 
slate too mueli. Hub (iermany paid nothing and tho 
King paid all. At least, so one was always given 
to understand. 

From the beginning the Emperor reduced his 
household to as small limits as possible, and conse¬ 
quently a number of those attached to his person 
were sent hack to Eranee by way of Switzerland. 
Some of I beta, vexed and discontented at this forced 
dismissal, were ungrateful and insolent. When the 
Emperor was told of their had conduct, he merely 
shrugged his shoulders and tried to make excuses 
for them. In the matter of horses, he retained only 
Phoebus, the Empress’ horse which he had ridden 
at. Sedan, and Hero, his war horse of the Italian 
campaign. The Herman queen sent him horses and 
carriages and saddle horses; hut he used them only 
on exceptional occasions. In fuel, Napoleon III was 
m»t much of an equestrian. Though he rode well, 
he did not ride much. Hi' was not over graceful on 
horseback, and his hotly was a little' too Hhort for 
this difficult hut beautiful accomplishment. 
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adding a cipher, thus making it 800 millions. It 
wan easy to fmd out the true facts, however. Na- 
poloon HI had at his disposal 25 millions of the civil 
list and 5 millions representing tho revenue of the 
crown delation. Twenty-two millions of this sum 
were abandoned to the civil list management. De¬ 
ducting further tlu> pensions granted members of 
the imperial family, there remained 5 millions for 
the personal use of the Emperor, or, in the eighteen 
years that the Second Empire lasted, a sum of 90 
millions. Seventy-two millions were given away by 
the Emperor during this same period. It would be 
easy to draw up an exact list of these pensions, gifts, 
and sueeor of all kinds which Oharles Tlielin dis¬ 
pensed in the Emperor's name. There remained, 
therefore, just eighteen millions, or one. single mil¬ 
lion per annum; and the properties and funds which, 
produced this revenue were sequestered for a long 
time. After tin* fall of the Empire, many years 
passed before tin* Empress could obtain, even in 
part, what belonged to her. "While they lived in 
England, tin* greatest economy was necessary on 
the part of both the Emperor and the Empress, until 
at length the civil list accounts were liquidated by 
the French government. Much more might he said 
on this unpleasant topic of how the Government 
of the Third Republic treated the finances of the 
fallen imperial regime. Rut the subject was always 
distasteful to both the Emperor and tho Empress. 
They were not avaricious. Even in the moments 
of their greatest prosperity, they thought little 
of saving anything for the day of disaster, which 
some of tin* pessimistic persons in their circle often 
predicted was sure to conn*. They used their for- 
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harshly and the waiter retorted; whereupon the for¬ 
mer got angry and gave him a vigorous box on the 
ear. Then i allowed a regular wrestling match. The 
waller, although young, was getting the worst of it 
when 1m suddenly struck the lady’s bonnet which 
wind, flying to the other cud of the room. A wig 
remained attached to it disclosing a mass of white 
hair, surrounding a bald spot which looked very 
much like a tonsure. Now more than ever convinced 
Hint a person of such strength could not he a woman, 
the waifer shouted out at the top of his voice: “It 
is a man and a mould” 

Thereupon there was a great turmoil in the hotel. 
The police were called in, and an officer and two 
policemen searched the lady. 11 This is really a 
woman,” said the officer; “hat I am going to arrest 
her, for under her skirts wo find a revolver and a 
dagger.” So vigorously did she resist arrest that 
she had <o be carried bodily to the police station. 
As they were leaving the. room, the police officer 
happened to knock open the stove door with his 
sword, when a dense smoke immediately began to 
fill the apartment. Then it was pc rceived that the 
mysterious prisoner had been burning a mass of 
papers. The ashes were cdosely examined; but only 
one document still presented traces of writing. This 
it was possible to read, and from the words it was 
learnt that the burnt paper wa ; a bond of some Ro¬ 
man company or other. The woman was taken to 
prison, shut in a secret cell and questioned. Sho 
related a number of unlikely tales, and pretended 
that she had destroyed more than 100,000 francs 
worth of Italian bonds. The police finally decided 
that she? was crazy and as nothing serious could be 
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to liiuiK about lit** a 3 i<i wan .‘ivmii! ;-srr«“ 

ih'trrt iv»*M V» !»U Wriv W 3 lf rhma h*r 

Tlio Ib-rltfi jmliro an! L«siaf a * d« «d.i r» d la!* 
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was drawn across the alley leading to the grand 
staircase, which meant that it was no thoroughfare. 
During the six months and more that this cord re¬ 
mained there, not once did anybody push it aside or 
go under it, notwithstanding the fact that on cer¬ 
tain Sundays more than ten thousand persons 
crushed and shoved one another in order to catch 
sight of Napoleon HI. Clement Duvemois, the bril¬ 
liant journalist and politician of the Second Empire, 
who visited Wilhelmshohe at this time, once said 
to me: ‘ ‘ That cord taught me more about the Ger¬ 
man character than a library of books. Now I can 
understand Bismarck’s power over such a nation.” 

The German police really carefully guarded the 
sovereign. The Emperor and aides-de-camp so in- 
informed the Empress on the occasion of her 
visit to Wilhelmshohe, which greatly eased her 
mind during the long separation. The Empress was 
even given many details on this subject. Thus she 
learned that secret service men had orders to watch 
the public closely and to arrest any one who ven¬ 
tured to insult the captive monarch. Each police¬ 
man was provided with two pistols. The head of 
the force, a police lieutenant named Eiffert, was 
very polite, good-natured and of herculean strength. 
Pie had a peculiar way of glancing casually at the 
hedge in the neighborhood and often strange faces 
disappeared as by enchantment at a look from his 
eye. In a second, he would pick out those people 
in the crowd whom it would be well to keep in sight 
and if he saw any really objectionable character this 
individual was quickly got out of the way. One 
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people, known to ho ill-disposed towards the sover- 
I'i^n, were more than once on these occasions over¬ 
come with strong emotion, the women often shedding 
learn. “The Emperor's impassive face and kind 
glance commanded respect and won sympathy,'’ one 
of the aides wrote nun Bernard Beholtz, the Ger¬ 
man journalist, exelaimed when he saw Napoleon 
HI passing: “There goes a true, emperor!” In 
later years, tin' Emperor never liked to speak of this 
painful epoeh, hut when he did so, it was always 
with a kindly word for the. German official world 
which had orders to treat him with every attention; 
fur who could tell in those troubled moments what 
government would finally got the upper hand in 
France? Bence was not yet signed. 

Many anecdotes a re told about persons who de¬ 
sired to see the Emperor more closely. Most of 
these are false, though some few are true. The fol¬ 
lowing belong to the latter category. 

One day a German professor, accompanied by his 
wife ami children, was heard to make the following 
remark: 

“The man who is coming there hold France, dur¬ 
ing eighteen years, subject to his tierce will. Ho 
wan one of those dark-complexioned tyrants of the 
nonth.” 

“Hut he is fair, papa,” interrupted one of the 
children. 

“Who is fair?” 

“Why, Napoleon.” 

“ Impossible, all Corsicans arc dark.” 

“I assure you, my dear,” replied the professor's 
wife, “that he is fair and has blue eyes. 1. sec him. 
quite plainly.” 
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accusations brought against the Emperor and his 
regime. 

Another day a group of workmen were dismissing 
the Emperor. One of them had been several times to 
Paris, and had witnessed the misery and distress 
previous to 1851 and the prosperity, peace and se¬ 
curity which reigned ten years later. 

“Never in any country, at any time,” he stated 
emphatically, “have the working classes been hap¬ 
pier. And they owe it all to Napoleon. You look 
at me with surprise. Well, I was in Paris six years 
and I know what I am saying. Your stupid papers 
have turned your heads. People have always been 
freer and happier in Paris than in our country; 
always, I tell you.” 

These stories which were related to the Emperor 
by the police officer or an aide-de-camp, interested 
him considerably for he thus got acquainted with 
what was being said through the country concern¬ 
ing him, and in the evening he would refer to this in 
a spirit of indulgent and serene philosophy. The 
fact is there never lived a man who was less thin- 
skinned than Napoleon III, for the simple reason 
that his conscience was always clear. “He knew 
that he was trying to do good and that he generally 
succeeded,” as a friend of mine once truly said. 

A letter of one of the aides-de-camp contains this 
curious anecdote, which I give as it is typical of 
the time and place: “A bet was made the other day 
by three men,—a rich manufacturer of Suabia, a 
Herman nobleman, who was a naturalized citizen of 
the United States, and a prince belonging to a fam¬ 
ily reigning previous to 1866. These three gentle¬ 
men betted twelve bottles of champagne with some 
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cital always had something touching about it. An- 
oilier episode also much impressed him, and he 
could never refer to it without deep emotion. 

One day two Zouaves of the Guard suddenly ap¬ 
peared before the Emperor, during one of his prom¬ 
enades, at Home little distance, at a turning in the 
path. They were asked what they were doing there 
and whence they came. Timidly at first, but growing 
a little bolder as they spoke, they stated that they 
had “got up a tali' 1 ’ for the military commander 
at Kritzlcr where they were imprisoned; they had 
made him believe they had sick relations at the Gas- 
sol hospital, and had thus obtained a twenty-four 
hours’ leave. General Wauhert questioned them 
further, when they appeared a little flustered and 
replied: “The truth is, we wanted to see. the Em¬ 
peror.” In thi* meantime, the Emperor had reached 
the spot and asked them in a kindly tone: “Have 
you some favor to ask!” 

“No, sire, we simply wished to see you,” replied 
one of them; “we don’t want anything. We wanted 
to see you; that *s all.” 

“This was the first moment of real happiness I 
had tasted since my arrival at Wilhelmshohc,” the 
Emperor used to say. His eyes revealed the pleas¬ 
ure that this reply gave him, I was informed by one 
of those present. Very much moved, he shook hands 
with the Zouaves and thanked them for their in¬ 
terest in his welfare. The two soldiers thereupon 
lost control of themselves and begun sobbing. Later, 
when they left VVilhelmshdhe, they went laden, by 
order of the Emperor, with provisions of all sorts; 
ami m they would have to walk several leagues be¬ 
fore reaching Eritsder, the naturalized American 
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the picture, the Emperor requested to be left alone. 

A few hours later one of the witnesses of this 
moving scene wrote the Empress: "The Emperor 
remained a long time in front of the portrait of 
Queen 11 or! ease, lie asked counsel and comfort 
of the mother whom he had so loved. Vanquished by 
ill fortune, lie entered the room crushed, wearied, 
torn with anxiety concerning the fate of the Empress 
and the Prince Imperial, but he came out at the end 
of an hour, comforted, encouraged, resigned, calm 
and strong. One can guess what unexpected help 


tense. Death had come to the, support of life. 
Henceforth the memory of his mother, and his af¬ 
fection for the Empress and the Prince Imperial, 
will, we fee] sun*, sustain him. Several times hourly 
he asks ns when we think he will know something 
sure concerning their fate.” 

At this moment, the Empress 7 visit, described at 


fourth of September. Direct news from the Em- 
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harmless bit of news, or mild comment on the past 
was frequently at the tip of the pen and was sorrow- 
fully thrust aside at the mere thought that it might 
be read by other eyes than those for which it was 
intended. Great care had to be taken also not to 
touch on political or diplomatic questions, which if 
divulged might damage the prospects of a possible 
future restoration of the imperial family, or might 
weaken the supreme efforts which France was mak- 
in besieged Paris or in the war-ridden French 
provinces to beat back the foreign foe. In a word, 
neither the Empress nor the Emperor to the very 
end of his life ever recalled this correspondence 
without a shudder. Hence it is that I have ventured 
to give here one or two passages which really came 
from the heart. Even the constant dread of viola¬ 
tions of secrecy could not always check the expres¬ 
sion of their affections. 

One of the circumstances of his life at Cassel which 
the captive Emperor felt most keenly, was the spy¬ 
ing to which he was subjected. He did not com¬ 
plain of it, however, as it was, perhaps unavoidable. 
But he disliked it very much. He knew that one of 
the officials attached to the bookkeeping department 
of the castle managed to obtain a copy of all the 
telegrams he sent or received and that, moreover, 
this person had assumed the duty of examining all 
his letters and of allowing them to be delivered only 
after such examination, while some were never de¬ 
livered at all. The Emperor often wondered whether 
this mission had been officially assigned to this gen¬ 
tleman or whether he had simply taken these duties 
upon himself of his own accord. However this may 

be, the facts in the case were as just given. 
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that period tins official specially attacked M. Pietri, 
though the latter did not let it he seen that he noticed 
it. The Emperor continued to shrug his shoulders, 
but was cautious in his correspondence with the 
Empress or with his friends of Brussels and Switz¬ 
erland, and the table-talk was most reserved. Some¬ 
times even certain things were said for the very 
purpose of having them reported and more than one 
bit of information carried to Versailles must have 
puzzled German headquarters. On several occasions, 
a hearty and significant laugh would follow some re¬ 
mark made by an officer or by the Emperor himself 
which was intended for Teutonic consumption. Now 
and then, in after years, the Emperor referred to 
these “indiscretions,” and at times he would find 
amusement in repeating some of them. Towards the 
end, even the obtuse Wilhelmshohe spy saw that he 
was being played with and then he felt rather nerv¬ 
ous concerning the way he was looked upon in high 
official circles, for who could sift the truth from 
the jokes in all the communications he had been so 
industriously sending on to Versailles. The person 
in question was naturally held in very little esteem 
by the Prussian officers at Wilhelmshohe. One day, 
as this individual was leaving the mess-hall of the 
Plotel Schombardt, Major von Spangenburg, of the 
artillery, called out to the waiter so that “the spy” 
could hear him: “Open the window and dust the 
place where that man was sitting.” 

The Emperor, as has already been said, worked 
late every evening on political and other studies, 
and, during his captivity, even wrote several pam¬ 
phlets. One of these was entitled “Causes of the 
Capitulation of Sedan,” and another, which he re- 
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linn. It wiih evrti said in (Irrmnny that thin pam¬ 
phlet was the enusr uf rather warm disru-eduus In*, 
tween the king of Prussia amt his ('haurellor. Kin*' 
William tip to thru liml only heard BEmarek’n ver- 
nitm of various state mattery and was imw somewhat 
astonished hy certain m»\vl aspects of t*]<I questions 
which warn presented in this pamphlet differently 
from tin* way tin* t ‘hnncellor had presented them. 

Tim king wan specially rnt*k hy it particular letter 
given in this pamphlet. In spite uf the opposition 
of England and Atm! riu, tin* Emperor, 11 si u pamphlet 
showed, lmd obtained the udmhedun of Prussia, tu 
tin* (’on gross «»f Paris in Eub. U?t that occasion 
King Frederick Wdladm IV wrote |u Napoleon HE 
“Prussia and the house uf Ilohefr/ollern will never 
forget wlmt your Majesty hits done fur th«*m,“ King 
William now rend limn** words for the first time, 
though Bismarck must always have* know u of their 
existence. 

Iltiw often that sentence anil also the gallant 
ftpeechen of tin* king w hen hr ramr tu t ‘umpirgm* and 
to Paris rantr hark to Eugenie *s mind \ Oid nut 
Prussia vmi\ and cajole fhr Empire until flu* day 
ramr when, feeling herself tin* stronger of tin* two, 
aim atrefehed out Imr arms m»t to kiss, an in tin* 
fairy diilr, hut flu* hrttrr to Mm ugh*f Such wan tin* 
vinw the Empresn always held and tin* Kinprror 
•hftml thin opinion hrfurr hr dird, Th«‘V spoke 
together morn than once on thin subject, whenever 
the Wilhtdttwhdhe prriod and this pamphlet became 
the topi© of conversation. 

Bismarck ©ompiaimM strongly of this pamphlet, 
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and endeavored to influence tlie king in the matter. 
But William did not appear to attack so muck im¬ 
portance to tke puklication as did kis minister and 
gave orders tliat tke Emperor skould not ke molested 
in wkat freedom ke still enjoyed. Tke negotia¬ 
tions for peace, which, at tkis moment were under 
way witk tke Emperor, were not, I may add, dis¬ 
turbed by tkis incident. Here, as in many otker 
cases wkick came under direct notice botk before, 
during and after tke war of 1870, King William 
skowed kimself more of a diplomat and surely more 
of a real gentleman tkan did kis celebrated but 
rather unscrupulous chancellor. 

A truncated version has been published in Ger¬ 
many of a correspondence exchanged between tke 
Emperor Napoleon III and Comtesse of Mercy- 
Argenteau, at tke time of tke peace negotiations fol¬ 
lowing tke war of 1870 and while tke former was 
at Cassel. Tke Countess was a Caraman-Ckimay, 
whose husband has been an Austrian subject till 
1869, when, as ke always resided in Paris, ke be¬ 
came a French subject. His wife had been muck 
remarked at tke Tuileries for her beauty and charm 
of manner. During tke war, the Comte and Com¬ 
tesse offered their services to tke Emperor and tke 
Empress and the former sent tke Comtesse several 
letters of a political bearing from wkick tke follow¬ 
ing extracts are made. 

A letter dated February 4, 1871, runs as follows: 
“You put certain questions and ask for my opinion 
on various points, in tke hope of being able to aid us 
at this juncture. You are very kind to make suck 
offers. Well—tke present condition of France is 
most lamentable, and I do not see where salvation 
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in to rmtic, if tHi* Kmj»*rur <h»e.« not emm* fonv 
that npiril of chivalry wloch nil nr** ready !»» 
nixe in him. It i* frit** tliiif w.* n re now «*i 
beaten. Blit (Jernmny \h in!n i*m|* nr.* mir inti 
The «»! >mh r t flu- r«‘H{raim 

revolutionary ii«jni*nti*fin* riii*M!iraif«"Uimf 
tiomd j*r«*N|n*r»t\ \\ hioh run nimn* ju-rsm! tt * to t 
the coat of flu* war nml «mm e a n»*h»l pmer, 
thill KM lit thi* moment concern Clt*iiimn\ iih 
an they tt* * Krone**. I"nfor!most* U fin* com n 
of tin* national iiHHiiiihl) r*-u«lri . %t>i% ilifTu’ii 
ttrUontplUhincut i»t" the*;*" 11 11111* ! >, Imi if that 
eonritnlfN » j inter t it will he tm-apahh- of entt 
illK a government Whirls rill! raff) s»nf tSir ,nl 
timw of the firmer, ntitl if t!u » in in*! done, tin* n 

will, forcibly, mmn full a jovy i*> new uaf»-s un 

VltHlom*. If I Writ* in the fhi.v *>! ?h* Kinp.-n 
King, atni if tin* A * mhH demld \--i* <-h m j * 41 

I ftlmuiil Imht un th.- }« *»|»!»• !** a»t* * > *> H« d 

matter, ho that n goi*■?nsw-nt would !♦.■ fai 
which nhottld hi 4 mift* ■ Si"' » i itmue u* vntry ** 
plnttHm of the agreement. Hut if tin- nv?i*-i§ 4 !*'H ; 
Ft*fiiKe to tl'riif oil the u* oendiltnm, I hmih 
declare my intention «*f t tent mg i.nU wd'a 1 
gitifnnte government iind w <*u!d prn|...w. !»< 
government 11 peace *«» Is. if. 1 trim* Hum tin* 
pml to the A«HemhI>. and bn-md mu no ailmmv 

up in nit et|u»tnhle fiMiiuMji \\ itH 11 slits* regard f 

licit intercet*4 of III*- tm nation**. Wlm* wotdd 

HWltlitioiifi of Mtelt 11 11 **14 1 v an*! *oifli no all 

II Wilt not he iliffii’itls to arrange thin in fin 
our aide m concerned. nml it cannot hr any 
difficult on the other *»id«\ for Kntpcror Will 

now thi arbiter uf Kttrope. t In !i« ve tint! nil 
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considerations have* already been kid before Count 
Bismarck and a man of his park must have grasped 
the lull meaning of them. I bit circumstances often 
disarrange tin* bent laid plans and even great states¬ 
men are sometimes forced to bend beneath the petty 
yoke of necessity, There is but one thing lacking 
to complete tin* victory won hy the Emperor and 
King, ainl that in to conclude a noble peace, a peace 
that will not leave behind it ruin, despair and an¬ 
archy, but, on the contrary, will force all men to 
recognize the grandeur of the Emperor’s character 
and the depth and wisdom of bis political concep¬ 
tions.” 

Two days later, in another letter, the Emperor 
naked the ComtesHe to act the. part of the dove and 
hear a message of peace* to the German authorities. 
Ho Mine, dr Mercy’A rgentenu went to Wilhelmshohe 
under an assumed mum* and had an interview with 
the Emperor, whose verbal instructions she received, 
at flu* same time ns an autograph letter which was to 
he hamh*d to Emperor William. Khe then saw Count 
Bismarck who arranged an audience for her with 
the German sovereign. But her efforts were not 
successful. Bismarck was to obtain in another 
quarter a peace whose onerous character for poor 
Krawv hi* hail had no good ground to hope for. 
But Mme. de Mercyrgentenu was still sanguine, 
and requested the Emperor to write, to Bismarck. 
Hut this he refused in n letter which ran as follows: 

” I think Hitch a letter would ho useless. In the 
first place l have directed Baron de Farincourt to 
do it. In the second place, things look very black for 
me in France. My friends have to combat the efforts 
of the Orleans princes, who have many supporters 
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to the era of revolutions and wars, they would not 
have acted in this wise. They would have declared 
that there was in Prance no stable government and 
consequently no legitimate government; that so long 
as this condition of things continued, they would re¬ 
gard the suspension of hostilities only as a truce and 
would take measures to be in a still more favorable 
military position if the struggle should recommence;, 
but that, so soon as Prance should have a govern¬ 
ment which was accepted by the whole nation and 
based on right and equity, they would care more for 
future peace than the possession of some dissatis¬ 
fied departments tom away by force from a deeply 
wounded nation. Such a course would have been a 
noble policy. Hatred of G-ermany would have dis¬ 
appeared as if by enchantment, peace between the 
two countries would have been assured for many 
years to come, commercial confidence would have 
revived, trade would have immediately regained its 
former vigor and the Emperor of G-ermany would 
have won greater glory than that which he will gain 
through the forcible possession of Metz and Stras- 
burg. I write to you, my dear Countess, as though 
you were the minister of foreign affairs. But I find 
much comfort, in the midst of the general anxiety 
which surrounds me, in speaking thus freely with 
you.” 

A few days later, the Emperor again wrote to 
the Comtesse to thank her for all she had done in 
the cause of peace, and the correspondence was car¬ 
ried for some little time longer, but the copies of 
these letters are not in my possession, and the orig- 
nals, as published in G-ermany do not possess, it 
seems to me, the interest of those given above. 
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acts of the “ Fourth of September” had destroyed 
any remnants of mural influence which the country 
might Mlill possess. Wlmt indeed, could be the feel¬ 
ings of tim other powers for a government which 
had sprung up as though by chance, rising ont of 
civil strife, ami now standing face to face with the 
enemy! Alt previous revolutions in France had 
shaken the whole of Idurope, and it might be feared 
that a similar result would now he experienced. It 
was not forgotten how, in 18.'10, Belgium and Poland 
rose to arms ami how, in 1848, the most firmly es¬ 
tablished thrones were shaken, and formidable in¬ 
surrections broke out in Italy, while Prussia was 
greatly agitated. 

Not alone rulers, but the nations themsolvos, were 
severe in their judgments concerning an insurrec¬ 
tion whitdi had been fomented by unworthy French¬ 
men, whirh was an attempt on the part of the Paris 
deputies, in ennuivunre with (tenoral Troeliu, who 
wilfully fie got bis promises and shirked his duties, 
to overturn the Kmpire. The revolution of Septem¬ 
ber 4, 187th was therefore, rightly considered, to 
In* merely nu insurrectionary victory secured under 
reprehensible conditions ami fraught with danger 
to other nations whose people might be tempted to 
regard it ns nn example to be followed. In Hun- 
giirv and in Italy where tin* patriotic ideal was 
strong, tlm French revolutionary party was roundly 
blamed for having ho completely forgotten all the 
demands of patriot mm by netting up the I bird Re¬ 
public. 

In September, 18 ft), Hu rope was at first surprised 
that n great nation, Intend of preserving its pres¬ 
ence of mind when confronted by sudden cataetro- 
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proved too strong, and the Italians were unable to 
think of any other pursuit than the possession of 
the holy city. Victor Emmanuel was, probably, in¬ 
clined to help Prance. In fact he even agreed to do 
so, when Prince Napoleon was sent to him from 
Chalons by the Emperor, in August, 1870, at the 
moment when disaster began to overtake the French 
cause. But the assistance of Italy was granted only 
on condition that Prance should allow her to act as 
she chose regarding Rome, a condition, however, 
which the Emperor mindful of his promise to pro¬ 
tect the Holy Father, was unable to accept. By 
loyal adherence to a promise made, the Emperor 
deprived himself of the future help of Italy. Victor 
Emmanuel, after the fall of the Empire, was freed 
from any remorse he might feel in not having sup¬ 
ported the generous ally who had contributed in so 
large a measure to the establishment of Italian unity. 
Though Victor Emmanuel still entertained feelings 
of friendship for Napoleon III he was in no wise 
under obligations to the' new republican government 
which had been set up in Paris, in regard to which 
there could be no longer any question of remorse, 
but, on the contrary, a feeling of relief at being 
liberated from a disagreeable obligation, and of 
pleasure on seeing the greater facilities thus unex¬ 
pectedly offered for his unopposed entrance into 
Rome. 

On the other hand, Russia, from the point of view 
of her interests in Europe, must have been disap¬ 
pointed on seeing events take such an unexpected 
turn. Pier affection for Prussia was barely more 
than simulated, though she did not at once perceive 
the unquestioned disadvantage of the rapid growth 
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upon m eventual allies, no longer considered them¬ 
selves bound by agreements made with the imperial 
government, now that that government had ceased to 
exist The Prince de la Tour d’Auvorgno, the last 
mimaler of foreign affairs of the Second Empire, 
did not consider himself under any obligation to 
reveal to bin successor, brought into office through 
an insurreetiun, the time atate of affairs existing 

, and 


government ami admission of the harm caused to 
Franco by it* overthrow. If, on the other hand, the 
foreign power* took advantage of the ignorance 
ahown by .Inlet* Favre, mm cannot be surprised at 
thin, for they thereby merely exercised their indu¬ 
bitable rights. 

Thus, France was completely isolated in the 
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not e ntm-tain for a moment the idea of tho dismom- 
ht*rmrn{ of France. Fate had been against us. Tlio 
I%ni| *« it * r is imprisoned and calumniated. Another 
government ha* undertaken {he iask wo had con¬ 
sidered if mir du!\ to perform. 1 now oomo to bog 
\t*ur Maje;d\ fu use t'very influence in your power 
{hat mi honorable ami durable peace may he con¬ 
cluded when the |»isiper 1 iine conieH. May Franco, 
\vhafe \ er be it ‘i fsiriii uf government, alwaya find 
in ymir MujenH the f'rteudii?u which waa ho warm¬ 
ly shown ft. us thsuist: these timeH of hitter trial,” 
d*In* Mmfiiv «?■> ’ letter wan misrepresented at the time 
tiii*i has often hem misrepresented ninee; hut tho 
turegoiiig i• * tin* exact text of the essential part of 
Ule Iiuvivi*. 

In IAlexander hud nmde every effort during 
the hr f dm, *. nf August to ini on the lines suggested 
hy the 1 ‘hiijsja fortnight later. At (leneral 
Fleur) ’n pr«-> ‘ ing repm-M he wrote to King William, 
pointing tuif fhill if France wen- finally vanquished, 
peace, hu'e-d t>n immiliuf ing conditions, could only 
he n mere fitter uliielt wotihi endanger the peace 
of nil th** rt.itefi of Kurepe, 'flic king made no defi¬ 
nite nu r, hut dwelt tm the great difficulty he fore¬ 
saw in obtaining Uermauy *s consent to abandon tho 
idea of demanding a | tort ion of the conquered prov¬ 
ince. If ua * »*n August UPth, that the Fzar told 
the Fr« neh ambioMider of his attempt to eoneiliato 
WiUiiiiu, and he re- ixrd flu* (teeasion to further in¬ 
form (iVn«ml Flriuy that *‘he wotdd not fail, when 
the tune eiuiie, t,» .Hjseak tmhlly, if it were necessary.” 

TilF ini j«*ii *m tin* part of Russia, was takiii at a 
time »lien the military disasters of France threat¬ 
ened ti* bring about the fall of the dynasty, hut 
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world u more regularly defined position, M. Jules 
^ livrv nceenlunted in all Inn political dispatches 
ami in the interviews he had with diplomats, the 
revolutionary churncter of bin government, by heap¬ 
ing iuMutiH and calumnies on the fallen system. lie 
began by condemning the Empire and extolling the 
lust revolution. 11 is repnhliean rhetorical meta¬ 
phors were of a nature to frighten the foreign offices. 
Tin* latter wen* stilt on the best of terms with the 
fallen government *, they lmd all shown the Emperor 
profuse marks of official deference; it was irritating, 
almost insulting, therefore, to talk to them of the 
defects of tin* imperial government. n 

In thm conm*ction the Emperor said one day: “It 
i« a peculiar method, often practiced in Franco, alas, 
Unit of throwing mnd nt the preceding government 
in order to enhance tin* merits of the existing system. 
These despicable methods were employed in 1830 , 
when the younger branch of Bourbons allowed the 
elder to be condemned and insulted,” No wonder 
then that an insurrectionary government employed 
similar menus to cast discredit on its predecessor. 
“But to une such unworthy anus when dealing with 
strangers,” tin* Emperor went cm, “and at a moment 
when their help aught be needed, was surely a still 
worse pn*cednn\ To insult the past, in the presence 
of third parties win* were* interested in our fall, was 
to bring discredit on themselves and show a mean¬ 
ness of character which could not fail to astonish 
foreign powers,” Moreover, a dethronement pro¬ 
nounced by the inhabitants of the French metropolis 
“in the nsmie of Law, Justice, and Public Safety,” 
could not but ruffle reigning dynasties whose power 
wan dotted and contested in their states by parties 
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similar to those which had been so suddenly 
to power in France by this last convulsion ii 
Under these circumstances, Alexander II 
inclined to look with favor on the temporj 
eminent set up in Paris and he declared tha 
ferred that France should seek by herself 
peace terms possible. At the same time, 
press learned that he had been “much tout 
impressed 55 by her appeal. Before repb 
authorized the chancellor of the empire to e] 
negotiations with the former French eml 
and to examine with him the basis on which . 
vention might be permissible. The Czar thi 
the Empress as follows: 

“I have received the letter you were gooc 
to send me. I understand and appreciate 
ing which dictated it and which leads you i 
your own sorrows and to remember only 
your country. I take a sincere interest in th 
and ardently desire that peace may be j 
secured and an end thus put to those sorrows 
to the evils which result for the whole of 
from the present state of things. I think ■ 
peace will be strong in proportion to its eq 
moderation. I have done, and shall contim 
all that may depend on me to contribute to 
which I ardently desire. I thank you for y 
remembrance and your confidence in my 
tentions, and again assure you of my frieu 
In the meanwhile, the ambassador was 
every effort to modify the unfavorable se: 
of the Czar and Russian chancellor towards 
eminent of September 4th. At his reqn 
cabinet, of St. Pe .prKTYnrD* -nromisprl to nrl 
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Frimsian government to enter into negotiations with 
tin* miiii^rr I'm foreign ntTnirH. In compliance with 
pri'.HHimr irl.-grams mi interview wan minted and 
i,u Srpt.-ifilnT UK t*D», M. Jules Favre was received 
at i.-iv . ( 'nMU\ belonging to Baron do Roths¬ 
child, w 1 1 »*t *" iIif I ruvninu headquarters then wore. 

I’hsll «*| mbduhvn fancies, tin* minister imagined 
that 1 ‘rti f ia vuudd not continue the war against lc & 
free iiittit*i4’* and that flu* proclamation of tho re¬ 
publican form of government would bo sufficient to 
natidv Kinff William. He repealed to Bismarck 
th»’ ot range tvsimik* amt fancies wltioh had charac¬ 
terized tlif In 4 untiliI i*m 4 u of tin* Paris Government. 
But the iimnuii t iimioidb'r, who had fancies of his 
imn, \%u-> ‘>ffu later on, whh surprised by those 
**f lu . iuf<* 1 1*«*r. At first, Bismarck refused to 
talk oi tie* p.« aiulPi of jin armintiee, or of a peace 
noifotiat.-d v« isfi fbf government of National Defense, 
and air »*o|fd diifi’t «pifrirs or made evasive answers. 
Fiimllj , lii.tt * 1 , » r, Iif said ■»' ’ Strasbourg is a constant 
u$r5«ifv liOiim'.l u*. It is tin* key of our house and 
w«* imitii Imvf it. * * JidfH Favre nskod if Alsace and 
Lonmsif n« re bo brought into the discussion, 
mid t Is** t liniifrllor answered promptly, “I have 
nothing io hn\ about l.urriuiie, but n« regards Alsace, 

Hi) iiuiol tu iismlf up. M 

t 'ojjiuo'iiiuHf lit a later period on this interview, 

Kmp* i‘*r Anpolroii i*ni»I: "At bottom, Bismarck did 
n«*t widi to *-uti-r into negotiations at that time with 
tho d«df lent** **f the temporary government, lie had 
nttlid!**»t it to b«* giv«*u out by the Indrpmdant I16~ 
m*o:. tliiit tin* imperial government was the only one 
w itli W bieli hr roll!,! properly negotiate. He shrewd¬ 
ly hf hi m I - *-;u*rvf Jules Fm *v ( in ease other negotia- 
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uh should not succeed, Tn reality, he was in no 


hurry to conclude peace or oven to grant an arm¬ 
istice because, at Hint juncture, he hoped, by now 
dolays, to obtain bettor terms, lit* was well aware 
of the disorganized state of France, and knew he 
had everything to gain by waiting. In a word, Bis¬ 
marck cleverly played with his adversaries, ns a 
oat plays with a mouse, in order to sent!eh the harder 
when the time came.” All the fuels that have since 
come to light confirm the view then taken by Napo¬ 
leon HI, and show once mure how elearly he saw 
into the complex political situations. 

On the very day when Bismarck met Jules Favre, 


more ai lengui turiner on in mese pages. 

On the following day, having given Kegnier n pass¬ 
port for Metz, Bismarek continued his conference 
with Jules Favre. Having consulted the king, the 


unloifi the Prussian troops were permitted to oc¬ 
cupy Mont Valerian, the powerful fort on the high 
Mil wdit of Paris. But, of course, this was out of 
the quattion, Suddenly Bismarck feigned to yield. 
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did he really *1 <*drr peace id that moment! Ka¬ 
mi III i»fV*T though} so, and tin* rent of hie im- 
info circle who knew so well tin* inside history of 
e negotiation», nhvin h shared this same view. 

ho not in mddy tniug to gain lime, while 
•ding On* ground n! Mep/,f So it wan believed, 
hr \ ri'y ioi»in« ii{ w hru thr ronfercnee Beamed on 
wild of lading, tin* ('hancclhir appeared willing 
militate eoiiir agm-tm-nt hy uniting the question 
treaty of prnr«* fu inuke peace “in consideration 
to eemaoit of Kfrushtmrg and its suburbs.” 
te Emperor Napoleon Haiti on thin point*. u Bin¬ 
’ll it^krtl a great di al, no doubt, hut what wan it 
mipatiHou to tin* exorbitant pretentions which 
i ii« the war continued ? On November 1 st the 
iuuIh had iuerrawd, ititd he elaimed the cession 
deuce mid an indemnity of tliree hundred mil- 
i franc*; then, after the taking of Paris, the ccs- 
of A Pare and 1 .orrniue, ami an indemnity of 
tlumnuntt million*.'' If the Km press refused, 
i these tind condition* were laid before her, to 
r to them, it wan bromine she frit that she had 
iffid, bring in exile, to negotiate. Representing 
hi genie did the faUrii dynasty, she hesitated to 
•ovr any cordon * of territory, because if the 
mty were modublPhed by the force of events, 
an net might h«* hder thrown in her face as a 
r, 't*lir Kmpefor at Wilhrlmshohe frit the same 
pirn and abandoned negotiations winch could 
hr invomplinhrd by such painful cessions. But 
ir part of « government which might easily have 
Wit the blniiir oil the fallen Emperor, one is 
risinl at Hiit-li exaggerated scruples, By their 
illitigncp* it* agree to acceptable terms, the men 






mil'll any public 
position ami wlmiu no one had heard of before this 
time, \\ fi»fe to the Fmpre.HH on September 12th, sub¬ 
mit tinr ft*r her t’un.ddiTaliun a project of Imperial 
rest oralinn, fhe prineipal basis of which was the 
return <»f the Io-'ettey to France, the 1 conclusion of 
peitee with i h-riuauy and the meeting of the Oham- 
la-ri* under th*- protection of the army at Metz, On 
the 1 Itli, 1*e 11 irr unit to IlaHtiu^H and asked for 
tm audience; hut the Kmpress declined to reeoivo 
him. Thereupon he explained his plans to M. Lebre- 
hui, Ini 'bnad i.f tuic t»f the ladies of the household, 
ipumf tub* inci i detail nf Ids project. Immediately 
the out * td«- «“ild who were in the secret, and oh- 
perudh 1!»•* <e in the private circle, wondered 
w he?her U» enu r w a * acting on Ids own initiative, 
t«r with th«* CMiiiiiutitce and under the direction of 
the Frii am eysb.MM at lamduu. The hitter solu¬ 
tion ulwn;, . m* d to the Kmpcrur and the Fmpresa 
ft* he tic* i'hi'i ect mhc, jis ,h{ because it, was charac¬ 
ter! if ic ot I'lr.iiia?«i, fo have recourse to clandestine 
fjeeef ia!i<Mir> winch could afterwards he disavowed 
if tin) did n««! Miererd, mid Hecoitdlv because WO 
bn\e n«m a picnf ,,f the fact in the memoirs of 
fount It* rn ambassador in London 

at the in*»!n«'iif «.f tli«' war of 1*70. 

\\ U* n lie- I aupre ei rofuhed him an audience, Reg- 
ul**r d» >*!ai t d that it w a* a mistake to treat him in. 
fhr* wn\ in id f ha! le* *»r another person “should 

lift\ «* P* i*a, a■» r-irlv a-'-* yesterday, in personal com- 
iiiiiiiicsi! sun witli i Miint Ih'Uimrek, not ofliobilly, per¬ 
haps, hm rtutaiiilv roiifideiif bdly and secretly.” 
1‘lir -iiiiiic it. 1 % the rimneellor made known to Jules 
Fin re. the Mim der of Foreign Affairs of the Uov- 
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Aft »ft Ueguier got possession of this photo¬ 
graph, he 'darted, Imi instead u f going i n t 0 Wip. 
helmsholu*. v\. ni in Kiaiirr and stopped at Ferriores 
ft town lint fur from I *arin where Huron Rothschild 
has n ntm,niiit»N'ijf oit 41,* in whirls Bismarck and Jules 
Fftvro ‘ art u d on important urgotiulious at this 
lino*. W a* thm Hrtriurr n Prussian agent, or did ho 
jmftM hi in *«-l j ,,iT «s “an is grist of the KmprcHS-Re- 
gt’ftl I ” 11»,w ,*i »• r this may h<% In* wan immediately 

received |,y Hi >umrek who listened to hin pinna for 
an Imperial i< 4«<iatnm. Regnier expressed a da¬ 
ft ire to aid in shr of the treaty of peaoe 

and dwelt mu tli«* diflieulties which existed,—one of 
the two, g**\rnsuirii?,, having the pow«*r hut not the 
right, w hdr fhr other hmi the right but not the 
power, f*o a diplomatic net of thin kind. In tho end, 
Hiftittnrek pi omu.rd |m give Regnier u passport, took 
leave of him, hui k» pt tin* photograph signed by the 
Prince Imp, i ml, am! u few minutes later, the photo¬ 
graph wir» idiMwii in JulfM Pitvre, Here was proof 
that nrgi*!mfs-or, w, itin f»n»t with the Regency 1 

The ;yim.' «■% i sain? the itegotintimm with tht* minis- 
ter »»f S*-pt« mhrr 1th having failed, Bismarck had 
mint Iter rim! with Itrgfiirr, who no longer talked 
uf going !m \V dhrlrnnhuhr, hut proposed to start for 
Met/, in tod* r !•» o rsi re Hnsaine's approval of his 
plans, Tim id* a wii;• approved of hy Bismarck, who 
infillifi*’d Brrm«*r that the passport which he had, 
pel Kilt t**d hilfi tu rimilnte freely through all parts 
of tin* euiinf r % .«vypjol In tin* Herman army. Reg-* 
flier it-ii««lird M*-!/. September «Hrd, and was im¬ 
mediately rer* n<-d lit tie* headquarters of the fter- 
nifiii ai sii%, t*) I*i mre Frederick Charles, who had 
thrrti informed ui his coming hy Bismarck. Phc 
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Fivtirhmnn \v n» aufh*«ri/j*4 tu 
that Munu' i-u-uimf iu ruim* «: 

y.ui ii»*. 

Siih’i* 11 1 *" Itafflt* »»! Si, I‘i i\ 

mi mil i* *u t«* r*’itmsit nn<l*r M. t 

IhTuIHi* J||m 1V Mini 11U * I«’ f* \ Ui 

hrlii a! t! rummt if *U\*< u lU*■ 
\aritui*. arm) «'*>ip , 1***1 !<* t 
Ni‘Vrrtli* I* , a <** 1 1 1 *■ a’? 

fittU l *t TlUi.llVlIlr, MIS \lU'U f 

it I* Maiphat M a*.’ Mah* *it * . ji.lv a 

A furimm MsiraH*' wa-* fh»- r* 

tilt* Fivisrh t I'ltnj, Is, 4*1 •«!.', |{ f 
flit* rfst-fii) , 111j thi* iUi ¥ ?i 

tl 1 *m j 111 u.t i „i1*,mu4>- 

ilti t«l't*‘ iis' Ilf *4 !!.(•' 1 4 i n Man t 

la >! si« 2 {*<*rt,ijil ,sf a*?! 

at Mat: U Itv «,r' i»»* < <* m r «■ 

\\ h v tiai n»»t I ta/asm*, tt',« it i<. 
ttjf St ilati, iiiaka an It* i <»i*- all* 

Mill, »*t l*i*i/sitmitv* t * * It 

tu H»MA t*r tll«* a* t{iia f i! i»*|r. 

Itmikimt »«r i*ri»..tail! 

I 1 '» mih * ul* *->}u»-!4 i 
martini |*ri.*•*•*•*iam si vv> hI-I 
ilitnstl* i| t*t i * >. i v »■ !n = *4 r* it 
\um c*ii|»itI*l»* **t j>la) isn* a r»*i, 
drama to liadi lm»l sm* 1 \«*t r< in 
ft»r wJp*m %\ n■> |i«- im-ruiu’ 
Knniiv, I t*r list* Kippm m , m 
Ilf-piill in a * {u * * m f i* * s * 1 ha! it r* m» : 
Up* Kliiftriur hml Ism Mj.it 
jmiltt, to hit’ll, 1 *mW v\ ,*r. if*- j! in 
md tlu* Miirnlinl a * { 4ill h\ n 
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m 1873 and Bazaine in 1888—he preferred never to 
make public. But as both are now dead, this ob¬ 
jection is removed. 

The Paris revolution troubled Bazaine. The news¬ 
papers which reached him painted the situation in 
darkest colors,—an insurrectionary government 
trying to stem the storm, disorder everywhere, an 
imprisoned emperor, and a regent who for good and 
sufficient reasons was not disposed to negotiate. Was 
it not the psychological moment for an ambitious 
man like Bazaine to play the strong cards which he 
had in his hand*? At this juncture, he did not even 
hesitate to seek enlightenment concerning the state 
of affairs in Prance from Prince Frederick Charles 
himself, the nephew of King William, who com¬ 
manded the German forces on his front. To the first 
request of information, the Prussian general im¬ 
mediately replied by a letter in which one reads: 
“Your Excellency will find me ready and authorized 
to give any information you may desire*?” and the 
news sent later by the Prince was confirmed by a 
number of the Independant R&mois —a Reims journ¬ 
al—which shortly afterwards reached Bazaine. 
There could no longer be any doubt regarding the 
desire of the Prussian commanders to enter into 
negotiations with the chief of the army of Metz, who 
was much impressed by these overtures, which, per¬ 
haps he may have courted. Yet he had sufficient 
victuals in the town to last till the end of October, 
which, however, did not prevent him from beginning 
to eat his cavalry horses! 

At this moment arrived the irrepressible Regmer. 
Representing himself as a negotiator coming from, 
or, at any rate armed with the authorization of the 
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liu^unuy, Hi^uirr pusitl ns flit* xitviour of fit 
nfiFrrtiiK tli« % Marnhiil tin* opportunity t*» rur 
y **f tivitt in^, Tli»*r**upi»n, Bit/a 
only r«*tn‘ivf{| lU^nvr with uvuhnt ha*!.*, Inti 
in an titmmmnUbly raruhv.* mannur, toM hi 
important fm*tn (‘iiiiirnmuf fin* xtaf«* of fh 
Thux, n mnu unknown fin* day Imfnr**, its u 
vary mum* wuh uithuiird of in M»*t/ till that i 
WltM put in itf tUiHtt Viilu.ll*!** dtdl! 

Htnlth*nly found hhii-adf in n poaittou to jm 
vi*rv m*rimm imti*ui, to form an imhpund** 
inn uf lib um'ii r>mn*riiiiiit it, mid t-\ « n, pur 
influam** Huh^rtpu nt furrrii! «n «ii!h In unan 
upinion, It mtt*4 In- ndinittod, huw*nvr, tlm 
pnirrmw uf ^**m»in« ituun unit k»vi*u t«* It 
mixxitm hy tin* fnrthty with which In* hud tr 
thi* Pruwiiuu liui'-u II** rl*n «*t ly «-\ put intuit 
m’guttalimw in whirls In* had ln>t*n mnu*d up 
thin part which tin* army uf M«*!/. wa•* rtdh 
tn play therein. I In inni-dud, hIho, mi tin* n 
of m*wUng either Mnridtu! t'iiftfohrff ur 
Bnurbnki to Englnm!, in order to dun**!«* the I 
tn nipt it treaty uf jwtsr** Ao*’«*r»Imtf It* 
everything depended upon the manner in w 
negotiation plumld h<* riiii«lu* , !*-d, 

Marshal Bn/,uine allow* d Innua lf fu ho t 
eftftih ronvinred uf till tin-*, hernum* tin hitiu 
Meeking it meat** uf g**tt ing out uf trouble, 
that the beet interestx «»f Bruner dnmnndrt 
peaoe he made mid that If Inn army eotth! 
from Meta, lit* would mrfutnly he tilde to u 
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willing to rnluimv to the supposed intontlonB of the 
Uv^nf, in* {.til hi, MKutif» ri . below tlmt of the Prince 
Imp. ri.tl **n the Il4,hst|-, photograph, The follow¬ 
ing m«ii niuf*. hum again admitted to the 

PrtirtMiiiii ic ami Prince Frederick 

t‘lmrb < hand. d linn iwn t«*h*irrimsH from fount Bis- 
tmirrl tuun? him that tin* truer then under ne¬ 
gotiate*!! »4ih J »!.*,, !' n\ re had not been signed, 
jiiid thiii it ^14 nr*T.n| thiii it French general should 
frorils* hul a ,if I* til In loilVO Met/, for England, 
where lo- }.»• i.-rs-iird h\ tin* Urgent to whom 

hr W I* lot *■ H i of hod hrrfi proposed Hiul Mettled. 
\!nr hoi 1 ’out <<Im r! r« fu o*d to undertake thin mis¬ 
sion, hoi i;i! r.Murhnki agreed to do ho. It waft 
<t, j?i ao»*«tr*lniK’i* with fin* agreement 
i‘iitrir4 H'.fh I‘i uji**' Pii*« Prick Fimrles, that 
ilmith.ihi «*oiU !*«* -m isi t»» Knglund disguised as a 
«I«*ct»*t ! 1 h«- I 5 ! .|’«ii«r Inter: "Tlmt Funrobert 
n!n»uhl h,4* <k ;m«d !*» participate in sueh a wild, 
not 1“ mo. Win* not surprising; it 

wit?* -n.- pi»..*i *«f tin* superiority of his 

iiit*dlu"« !i*‘* But -rthn! ih ‘-surprising is tlmt an offi¬ 
cer nf I’.out h;ili tab nt should have Intel aside his 
» p.mi* t-. 3 .-r f i |■ fI<* Hr wits not, however, the 
**isl> p> 4 ,t .«ml * 14|'11 ■ at that troubled moment. Ifo 
imiy hum h*:! i,i . Ir-rrl Imt hr kept his character.” 

I si tie io« . 41 . u hit*-, Ih** Klftpimm hud left Hastings 

fW t 'hi’-h hai *-.t near I .utulou, and when Bourbaki 
iirm«d tl,>m .*n iv ;:» 4 u nn 4 appeared before the 

rtihil emit. i .»*, * *11 rlrty t.U*e till* gTCHtCHt HS- 

tunod.m. *..i \ 11 w ,!uprhr t | »t the uho which 

!ie f riom had mud.- ,4 the photograph signed by the 
Pnnre Imp. rml "1**11 have hern deceived,” cried 
every «!;<■ *' \ mi iui^r bo-ii deceived,” the KmprcBS 

filld 


„n r»,*i * nil*'* » * r iim r< .«i in 1 »nri r,i i»r, 


f rlmmi, whrn *h»* rrmvi'4 thi* rjitlu'f **rm 

Bmirliitki, lutwrvrr, mimm»'4 a I*»i 
with thu Kmjtrm* trllui^ hrr nmun^ mum 
ftiiitfC«, of tin* t'HMi'tl rumiiti»*n *4 !Is* n 
tint aim ivfuMai t** tr**iit» thmirh imait 
ami ttlKVehni l»y all nh*< la uni, ami thmlh 
wtivrr«iitiuis fihnrt. Tin* f‘**lI*tiiif mm mm 
Cl** Hr nil Bmirhniii rrturmai itmlmimn*» 
r!i»ric»% Mills Im flint th«* Km|>r**H» a^ tit ml) i 
us tli* ! tin) {»rf«»n* iimi t** I'tifi*r iiiIm maMmCmn 
nh«» tlitl U«»f fr**| jriitith il in un4« } f uk*- Tim l 
was full) •!**!*■ t*iii!uni |m ImiiijH-r tin* 

»»f Nafu»mil I h’lYmn* 1 ») trratsm-r Wills am « 
him! its hiifli, mu! Him KliiJ»Jr«« tlit"i * !*«iv »\t*«■ s 
ly rrfii?4t‘il to Kraut \\ hut HoJirhulu las*I !♦**» 
mirtnittiuul It* a«k of lit-r. 

Oftrli Mfit’# 1 till* KllJJirrwn r%|t!iii|i*’4 h«*f in 

that *!»to. Sh«* iiiftt that man) Muonal h*-f 
onuffto aim thru |»«rsii*n|, ami that fb»n i* 
that ttho Imti tmi urtrti itmrr imlr|«*!n|»*utl) 
ti#*r roj4y ntwny* m alrnot) ntutial m f!s *■=» 

thut #!l*’ «ll#l ll*»t ftl!Ilk lirrsrlf llllt|n»f ft 
far, l«*ruiif»r, IIimiikIi still in nuun*, < 

not I’Mirotli-r hr n<*4t *»* iu tarf, ami «hr » a »» 4 
furthrr that Uuju* rmihi r* jironrh Is#*r with ha 

any %$%y u44«4 I** lit#* ilifth-filtim of thr h»«i«» 
tu»*i; for, it mIimiiIiI t«* n unnil#* t r4, that 
tlliillirlit tlir ’* Wur in l\w I*r»»% Win 

full limit way M*trri*vrr, tin* Kmj>rr«n f.4t ? 

Kmjwror, though a j»ri«nn* , r, li«4 ait oj«mior 
own mi tho mihjrrt, ami that hr stiouhi 4»r 
if tlirrr wrrr to hr am In « w 

•towl of noting nn a #»vrfr-iffti *«f *44« , n tiim** 
lt %W§ dm» Mil tlrlthr fit irk ruttuitf ih* knot 

mi 
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sk of creating further troubles of every kind and 
.testme warfare, I think the Empress showed her- 
df quite uninfluenced by dynastic questions and 
,rove in every way to create no embarrassment for 
lose then engaged in fighting the battles of France. 
Her attitude was that of a very modern sover- 
gn, a devoted friend has written, “and French 
bove all.’ > For this reason the Empress would not 
3t by herself, although personally she took great 
iterest m all the events of the hour. But by de- 
3ribing the terrible trials of the army of Metz, Gen- 
Lal Bouibaki destroyed her last illusions and hopes 
1 that direction. Until then the belief had prevailed 
lat the army of the Rhine was capable of playing 
n important part and of healing, to a certain extent 
t least, the old wounds of the rival parties in 
Vance. 


Though a sentiment of patriotism, as the Empress 
nderstood it, prevented her from personally under- 
aking negotiations leading towards a peace, nothing 
irevented her from seconding in the interests of 
•Vance, the views of the Government of National De- 
ense. This was the moment when M. Thiers was 
naking an official diplomatic tour through Europe 
n the hope of obtaining the help of the powers in 
avor of prostrate France. It will be remembered 
hat the venerable statesman was well received 


everywhere but could obtain no solid promises of 
ud. So, thinking she might be of some little assist- 
mce at this juncture the Empress wrote on Septem¬ 
ber 28th to the Emperor of Austria, she had a right 
;o suppose and to hope that an effort on her part 
vould not be without some influence on the sover¬ 
eign who some weeks before had promised his alii- 
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Hut M *1 did fi**( take Huh view of the situa¬ 
tion. ml <*f falling ntt**utit»n to tin* generosity 

tif fh»- Eiupi *• *, h«- |i**r'*i>»ti*iitly inveighed, with all 
the . *>1 U > hiiiiiif t*>mrue, against the* fallen 

pi •tfi-i !, 4 II*-fj 4 I»?> * \« i \ un niis In* etutld eoinmand 
!>» »i« • u«<\ * * •' 5 > | ■* h ?. s t j * * 11 uf the Empire in the even 
*»! ih*' ’ a' • ,; i *'<>s,1 1 •• vJiirb he visited, |o lay at its 
ih«*r all H ■ *.iun , ;jtu| f<» huUl it responsible for all 
the i i i : . v, a . , had }»• 5 alien file eountry. M 

M hen, »j ,i e.* fI.* v• • ty lind days of September, 
tie- Kmp 5 * i..n. I |«» its fall and M. Thiers 

««•> a ’-‘4 t«. it-, aid, lie held buck, exclaim¬ 

ing ’'ll 3 • !•><* Id <’ *’ Hut another opponent of 
the l-.iepii« , I'f tu 1 ,4 t 'hmigarilier, adopted quite a 
dllH i « id iiU lode II? I hr* rn-dh 11H 1 ItltVe slloWU tU 
ills**! 1 ,« i rL,\|< ¥ < f .•! lb*. ■ volume. N'ur should it he 
ferret ? 1 si ^r ?i, e^rtM I’lt.os, that M. Thiers and tilt' 
pjitlryji- nun . *‘j- t "1 i*>ij me direr! ly responsible 
for ill; « ,11 ! .« r :od I UU U d t*« the filial disaster. Wilt'll 
it ton j'i <>|■ > <t t*. jo«*djfv tin* military law ami in** 
rr»*aHe •'/’* nr*h «*!' th«* ittsm, M. Thiers opposed 
th«* 1*41 hi .-r.r' 9 m In Mar dmi Xml, the then Minister 
*.f V\ or lb tr.i■ i< ii piiih ery td" tins ftugmentation 
of ih< 1 'a* i * vd*‘»-!jjiietit mid mm, in September 
nrsii it. r, ! ■ d*. E* sun eoiitinumg his work of 
<!** of $ sjetr 'is At !*>| j'**'-it 0*11 Ab**\e all things, Thiers 
at ih*. ; t r . i<.r*4 H-.i th«« Empire should arise 

fj,*m i*- -- , • .Mr* 11 1 * ;rd,» • i mill again heronm the 
a,•; .si - :• . > f „'■*%« iomen!; l*‘»t a! this very fuo- 
Wt Ot ,t i. t.-hhim i\‘.At in reserve for the propi- 
!h*-ri S,. .HI hi’* efforts Wefe eoUeeUtrilt- 

r»l <*,, i *, •, ( iKa*. xht- t.-mp..ran g**venin»ent was to 

!*>'<■»>Jj hi a\ i:*.n» vl MllirlJ, Hint lie llfolle WHS (’llpU" 
lilr dll < ! tin- 4 ^ dmi* ‘1 ef the UlifurtUimte hind. 
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It wan fiitur policy t.<» rt*c*uitt» the fallen system 
in order t»» extol flu* «Imnri- ^iviTtini'-nt sprung 
from an insurrection, ami it was a mistake ami n 
grave fault to lay before flu* eyes of tin* nut intis the 
tli MHensiujw ruling in the heart of France. Then,, 
other nations had lived on the host of lejiu-, with the 
Kmpire. Why, therefore, throw mud at tin* dynasty ? 
It was wounding the feelings of the sovereigns of 
the.se other nations who had shown s> mouthy for tin* 
regime, mid was, consequently a had method for oh 
tabling support from them. 

Hut, to leave M. Thiers and to return to Keguier, 
the sen {folding which the latter had run up was 
quickly pulled to the ground ami it became uecen 
nary to have metre precise grounds on which to nr 
gotinte, Itisjuiirck now asked it* he »»h« *\% n something 
more redid than photographs signed by the Prince 
Imperial and Mat *dml Hu/uinc, wInch, though use* 
ftll as baits while playing with Jules Favre, could 
not he employed continually, So, u« soon an the 
reHult of IJcncrnl BourbnkPft niissiou was known at 
Prussian headquarters*, Hegnier was notified to 
leave. Hut Bismarck hud not abandoned the idea 
of treating with the Kmpire; only, seeing that noth 
iug vtnild he done with the Urgency, hr now Itinietl 
towards Wilhrlmsh«ihr where was the imprisoned 
Kmperor. 

Kiipoleon III could not refuse to enter into c«»u 
vernation and study the question; hut before doing 
anything, he wished to ascertain the hnni* on which 
it wan proposed he should treat with tfeminity So 
a note hen ring on thin wuhjeef wits sent *m September 
26th to the headquartera of the King of Prussia 
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be no final solution of the conflict without either the 
complete ruin of one of the two adversaries or their 
close reconciliation. The payment of a war indem¬ 
nity and the dismantling of fortresses which would 
become henceforth useless were admitted to be fund¬ 
amental conditions of the future peace. But there 
should he no cession of territory. The future peace 
could he made lasting hy the razing of certain forti¬ 
fications which would render any war of revenge 
impossible. This seemed to be a practical and ac¬ 
ceptable solution of the problem, the international 
interests being treated as they ought to have been. 
It is doubtful, however, whether it would have been 
easy to get it accepted in France where it would 
probably have been opposed by the enemies of the 
last regime, who would have put party concerns 
above patriotism. But the matter never came 
squarely before the country, the Government of Na¬ 
tional Defense being persuaded that Jules Favre 
could obtain more acceptable terms than anybody 
else could. 

After Sedan, Bismarck would, no doubt, have con¬ 
sented to the conditions formulated by the Emperor. 
But the sovereign who had just snapped his sword 
in two in .order to stop the disastrous conflict and 
save the life of fifty thousand men, was now no 
longer in a position to come to the front in this 
connection. Three weeks later, Bismarck was more 
exacting in his dealing with the Emperor. When 
the siege of Paris became imminent and the capitu¬ 
lation of Metz was no longer a mere possibility but 
simply a question of days, Bismarck would not con¬ 
sent to waive the question of territorial compensa¬ 
tion. In the meantime, the condition of the army 
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fact he is absolutely decided not to negotiate with 
the Government of Paris and still less with that 
of Tours. (It should be explained that at this 
moment October, 1870—Paris was surrounded by 
the German army and a part of the French Defense 
Government was shut up in the capital, while 
another part was sitting at Tours.) 

Continuing his conversation with General Boyer, 
Bismarck went on to say that the German govern¬ 
ment was not hostile to the Imperial dynasty, a form 
of government which according to his way of think¬ 
ing was most suited to the peculiar character of the 
French nation. And yet, only a short time before 
Bismarck had declared that Prussia was not fight- 
ing against France, but against the Empire! It 
should be noted by the way, how cleverly he adapts 
his language, throughout these long and perplexing 
negotiations, to suit each new interlocutor. He 
further adds: ‘‘We do not wish to make the mistake 
committed in 1815, when France was forced to ac¬ 
cept a government chosen by her enemies. This 
time, as far as we are concerned, the nation shall 
choose its government, or at any rate, approve of 
the one set up.” 

The Chancellor went on and painted in the darkest 
colors the home situation of France since Septem¬ 
ber 4th; declared the raw levies in the French prov¬ 
inces incapable of turning the tide, showed that the 
role of the army of Metz was to come to the sup¬ 
port of the Legislative Body of the Empire, to re¬ 
establish order and a regular form of government. 
But, he stated, it was quite impossible for the king 
to grant the army of Metz this free role so long as no 
treaty of peace had been signed, and hence the ne- 
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Bismarck? Was it possible for the Empr 
instance, to agree to tbe clause calling for : 
ratification of her powers by the army oj 
The best answer is given by what immediate 
pened at Metz. 

General Boyer returned to Metz bear! 
marck’s ultimatum, and a council of war ■ 
mediately summoned. But not one vote 
corded in favor of the public manifesto wh 
been proposed; on the contrary, all the as 
generals were unanimously of the opinion tl 
an act would be extremely dangerous. Nevei 
it was desirable to know how loyal to the 
were the troops, and just how far they c 
counted on to obey orders. So it was decic 
the colonels should be questioned concern 
state of mind of their officers, and a second 
was called for the same evening to hear thei: 
on this important point, when Marshals Cs 
and Leboeuf and Generals Frossard and 1 
unhesitatingly declared that all the office] 
ready to obey their superiors and that full 
might be placed on rank and file. This int 
fact should be borne in mind by those wh< 
correctly understand the political situation 
moment. The enemies of the Empire are < 
prone to assert that in the autumn of 1870 
abandoned by officers and army. What mi 
have been done if all France had stood by 1 
legal government which existed in France 
critical juncture ? 

At this same council of war opinions wei 
divided as to the wisdom of sending to the R< 
officer with mission to try and decide the Em 
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tresit. . Some of the generals were opposed to all idea 
of giving any political color to their action, while 
others pointed out that if the proposed negotiations 
failed, it would be impossible to have recourse to 
arms as the final arbiter. Many different opinions 
were expressed, but no firm decision was arrived at 
But General Changarnier carried all with him, when 
he declared with much warmth that “the only means 
of salvation not only for the army but for France, 
was for them to openly rally round the Empress.” 
This veteran of our African armies, who had become 
reconciled to the Empire which he had opposed ever 
since 1840, saw very clearly the real situation at this 
moment. At Metz, he was a shining example of ab¬ 
negation and devotion and brought to the council- 
board invaluable advice and the fruit of his wide 
experience. A little later on he was properly in¬ 
trusted with important negotiations, and threw into 
his mission all the zeal of his broad nature. 

The upshot of the council was that General Boyer 
was ordered to leave immediately for Chislehurst, 
where he arrived on October 22nd. No time was to 
be lost. Events were following one another in rapid 
succession; Metz could not possibly hold out much 
longer. The general was forthwith admitted to the 
Empress’ presence and he pleaded warmly for her 
intervention. ‘ ‘ You alone can save the country,’ ’ he 
exclaimed, “by promptly accepting Bismarck’s pro¬ 
posals. If you consent, you may rely on the support 
of the army. I am especially commissioned by Mar¬ 
shal Bazaine and the generals to assure you of this 
fact.” 

The Empress fully understood that at so critical 
a moment, she could not refuse her intervention* 
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ing 1 ^ tin* heeumi hmpire British Ambassador at 
I nr is ; mid thither came Count Bomstorff to con- 
ii’r with her. “ I can assure your Majesty,” he said, 
“ tlmt^ Prussia will certainly be less exacting if deal¬ 
ing w ith the Regency than it dealing with any other 
form of government,” This wan encouraging, it was 
even complimentary, hut it wan not very precise; 
what the hmpreHH wanted at this moment was some¬ 
thing that wan particularly precise. So the Regent 
now wrote direct to the King of Prussia, so as to 
have answers from two sources. She appealed to 
his Majesty's kind heart and to his soldierly gen¬ 
erosity, hut was, at the same time, careful to let it 
he seen that she had firm convictions of her own; 
and site ehmed with these words, “A knowledge of 
your demands is the indispensable condition of the 
continuation of the negotiations,” 

ItbmtirekV answer was received on the 24th. He 
refused to permit the revictualing of Metz during 
the armistice, Rut he evaded referring to the condi¬ 
tions on which peace was to he concluded. Bo the 
{•Impress stud another telegram confined to this all** 
important point. 8he still felt that she could do 
nothing while we remained so completely in the dark. 
Hut the Chancellor, repeating what ho had said to 
Ooncr&i Rover, would not advance one stop or give 
one word of explanation until he had a duly signed 
document to prove that the preliminaries were at 
length under way. Did In* wish to make use of such 
a paper in order to obtain, later, more than ho would 
have linked at an earlier date! Or did he wish to 
employ it as a means of bringing to negotiation the 
thiverament of National Defense, thus keeping both 
parties in auspense, meanwhile! This was very 
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I * r* *1 till *1 v liji , I IimuitIj 13i»“ r»* i ■* n»* | m »^ j t i 

n| ilir flirt, 'Hu* mSiH r»'f l.uii v>,*in t 

iiiiitvlt vumltt ii 111 li<* ti«> {m<•'()? n, r Jatmm-nt -t i 

w hirli jisu-li! !.if» r «*u rmturnfr 

iH'c’MissjtliHhiiij^ r« ul mm h* im«t »n vi«*v 
It*’ Hit i* I in m* imiu v «F *>u t h<* .4*f)i, in I 
lit I }<#* hfi»pfV , t'» ‘ '<*-«'» «!if 1 f * 1 «T! aHi. ’Till* h'\ 
fit I *‘11 ?*> *|«*ism tin I u hirh _»< < >n iii-ik«* w 

fumitfr • 11 a-, t»i ill*- niamt* nan*-** «»f t : 

tr fitHflit isfr, ftr aifin ha'< 

|p»w it JIII'IIIS’* !m Ji a"! mill il ** -In <liM 1*1.4 

i*l4tf?r4 In, mit* mu n ai'Jir- atij iti.u 

linti) »*f Mnf,* to !!U« |» I * ilk*' 1 ?»< rail ) *»!|! 111 
tiufi t*f ! In- 1 1 rat) 1 in* knur vult 1 1 * - ,■ * f * *nl 

rt«li«|ili»4irt «, |'<s*'h I hm» «- • 4 !«* < 4 ti* i » 

liii*l li*»! *i?im n! u'iirh Isas *« < t h< * n l4 j i i s! I * 

tin* nuiisi* i in % rums* n 1**? ? <-? 1 1 «*: i # fl** u itn* 

(<u! flsr !»! ut **U ji'll! »•! tin* ! ill!* * " I t*;SS| 

iftfC,** III* ‘"'it* Imur Jin tin* M* i*. iiliux 

fitlrfit. 

A firfMiii fitiilnki hi*/h in tin* nmn•*»■] 

Kftij>in* tiiiilinti tips \ «*ju t'urrn*! i-MSiminut *#n 

.%«!«* : '* Hinjijjit'rli i*l« ulH s ■?.<•.! tin* 14 

liiiJi*! 11 * * i **s * 11 mi * r t * » 1 *, n. «'nin| 4 i f «41 !»> ui 

th«*!!,wrlj! ’4 im I**' '*• .4 i *.U< < I uitlt th«* Its 

tlilit li»* % **t| ism tLiMfm- i»»i > „« i \ * * it 

( llIltUM'lluf I4il« fiUi |*i ru 4 1»\ til** Jinlii* Jm'r 

Ill* 1 * Ktfif*r«w*, win* j»ut 1 »r!>«!'** Jtnmlii* »jat«**>! 

Wrlfltrr of 111*' rnlililil, 11«" t M\Un I that <•!, 11 

tlf*f ttiillll Wllfi fully lint*i»* IIJ*» ;4n* 4%«nil*l 

ii«»llittiif in t»r4**r to muiji- |n i -iMiiiii ;i«i 

II whh v*’ry limiMtuI nttlrs 4 ij jus% it^r<«sis■ 

bw Arrived ul wttii h»*f An»f ulmt nut Jr 
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in the ini«M uf ii of intrigue, snares and false- 
hiUnh4 ' slu ‘ WHH continually asking herself what the 
vxitcl truth emthi hv; what it could he that Bismarck 
milly wanirii. In H word, was there any way of 
Imaging a pence under acceptable conditions, 
<‘uinlifHtiiH I mm which the honor of the country 
wmiiI.I uni miitVr? Thin was the question that the 
rifiij«ri*eh put In herself in vain. ” 

negotiation# were pending in London 
with t'Miiuf HeninturtL and while this corrospon- 
dHier was !»‘dng exchanged with Bismarck and the 
I’nttiMiiii In mhpmrterH, the Bmpress was more do- 
yurmi 1 Hum ever of obtaining reliable information. 
So ole* d* ! t»'iiniiied to send to Versailles, where wore 
tli»’ Cirniiaii lieiidijuarterH, u special envoy, who might 
Urt f«* tin* source of things and communicate with 
Bi«iiyirrk in person, The Kmpress selected for this 
jmrjumo, TJicophilr fluutier, son of the poet of the 
owiur name. IB* had held high official positions, 
wna fin* confidant of M, Haulier, was very intelli¬ 
gent, <!im*ro«*t and trustworthy, and entirely devoted 
to tin* Imperial cuuhc. M. (J nutter was to bo fur- 
iiifdnnl with a letter addressed to the King, which 
In* wan to put into Bismarck’s hands and which was 
to ojH'ti tin* way to fin interview with the Chancel¬ 
lor, when it watt hoped the conversation would be 
Brought i»ii to the ground of the pending negotia¬ 
tions, M. Bouher had fully instructed the envoy aa 
to tin* exact conditions on which the Regency stood 
ready to treat, nntl he was furnished with the replies 
Be was to iiutke to the anticipated abjections of the 
i dmurellitr. One of the persons who accompanied 
this mission sent the Kinpress the following report 
of its incidents and the gist of this report is here 
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with TIhit*. who wnti the chief actor on the French, 
ride, wn- nearly uf the comer of the Boule- 

\aril !o Hmne mi*! tin* Him de Provence, in one 
*»f th»- m^'t quarters of the old city. The 

Kiii|ir» *» had it |«»uit**i| *mt to her when she motored 
to V«i onJli-n *ote uftenmou itt recent years. The 
* ilia, whit'h r> o»*w of historic interest, is surround¬ 
ed !•> o la! r.’ icu!don and separated from the street 
by a lovh wiill, winch in minimus ted by a railing, and 
pierced 1*> ii Mitfdl do*»r. A balcony and veranda 
give it I’rtiaifi mr of eonifort to the edifice which 
enniiot a up! re t»* tli** title uf castle and could scarcely 
ho r«'ifi*id*'d im the residence of a man of wealth, 
fly ii uffiiill winding *t at ream) of this modest habi- 
Ifitioti, M waa escorted next day, at four, 

by a tout efticcr, into a contracted ante- 

i'hnmU r ft**tu which opened several doors, One of 
Itietip wmt iijiir; anti into ti Htnall room, plainly fur- 
nidmil mill hung with gray paper, the envoy was 
fluiilly introduced. M, Uautier was scarcely seated, 
wlirii Hiwtmrek iapjtetired from a neighboring room. 
Wlint fitrurk iiwwt at the first sight of this ex- 
lm«fdiimry twin was his high stature, his broad 
ulimililrr^ which appeared ill the broader from the 
jH*e uf hit’ out af Id# finite; then you remarked his red, 
f«i fnrr ii fill Hip heavy jaw which gave such a fero- 
(dmm to his wmntennnoe. The shock 

wliidt hi* Sir«t tipjmurance gave you was somewhat 
mitigolrd ht the rordiitUiy anil wen joviality of his 
ttmfiftrf*, which friuindwi one of a friendly ogre, 
iitiiioii* li» plriiae his visitors. His voice was rough, 
ft*4 njtnfc slowly i« very correct language, articu- 
Ifttitig carefully, ami clothed hia thoughts in a dear 
and fiieturemittc style. 
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Moreover, Bismarck continued at this very moment 
Count Bernatorff telegraphed that General Boyer 
eonsidered his mission as ended, and Prince Fred¬ 
erick Charles before Metz, had to be consulted as 
to what turn he thought ought to be given to the 
negotiations. He, Bismarck, was naturally opposed 
to any agreement being come to then, for the situa¬ 
tion at Metz was growing worse and worse, and it 
was plain that the town must very shortly capitulate. 
Therefore, it was not to be expected that he would 
favor any negotiations which might delay this great 
disaster to the enemy. That was undoubtedly the 
nnsurmountable obstacle, the real reason why M. 
Gautier at Versailles, like the Regency in London, 
could make no advance. One may ask indeed, if all 
these negotiations which Bismarck appeared to de¬ 
sire with the Regent were not intended solely to 
alarm the Government of National Defense,—the 
Chancellor pulling the strings and the puppets danc¬ 
ing at his will. He knew that some day in the very 
near future, he would have an easy task in dealing 
with the men of September 4th who now indignantly 
refused all his proposals, and that he would make 
their present resistance the pretext for demanding 
far harder terms. The friends of the Emperor all 
saw this very plainly. It was only the headstrong 
republicans who seemed to be blind, if not something 


worse. 

If there had been a sincere desire to negotiate, 
why was so much time lost on M. Gautier’s journey 
from London to Versailles? Once on the Continent, 
if he had been properly escorted he could easily, 
by forced stages, have arrived much sooner. In¬ 
stead of seconding General Boyer’s mission by a 
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,u power 
, view of 
bo heavy 
maginod 
a small 

rruMMii <«i i^rnfttry, it whh proposed to givo her 
I Whin ('hum, n pnmpi'rouH colony, which had been 
?m w* il miiijiiiintrml that it more than paid for it- 
nv\f, \\ lira th«’ wi»rd« {Whin China were pro- 
!i*»un«’» d, Booujirrk feigned surprise, and in a mo- 
iiinit <<f humility ur modesty, doubtless assumed for 
flm ‘mvipohii, |*t* »‘%rlasiiird : “What! (Man China; 
why Umt m n pretty targe morsed for uh to digest. 


In- M, tliiutirr to return the same evening at 

half |*iiwt t ight. When that hour came, M. Gautier 
found nt hiM ihuir a carriage and pair which drove 
iitiii t»» tlir villa in the Hue dr Provence. He was 
st»!i*’i'rtl into tin* dining room, situated on the ground 
t!i«*r and opening mi to tin* garden. Dinner was just 
Hu tin* table were two candelabra with three 
branch**?* modi ; but the light being insufficient, a half 
d*r/,i*n eiindlrfi had been stuck into champagne hot- 
tl*'« null j»tiic**il about the room. M. Gautier was 
hi ruck by flit** rather theatrical reminder of Wallen- 
*ft riii'« oiiiiip, file referretl to it in some, detail when 
giving tin* Kfiiprrw an account of Ida mission.) The 
*tft?rrr*i and who were in the room when 

M. tliitttirf arrived, immediately retired and the 
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Ii*IAc1*: NEGOTIATIONS OF 1870 
nmn\\ without l*n'i^riiiic Alsace with us, we would 

r^vrix r»t With II Vfill*-y of Ktun^Hl” 

Fmf Horn, tim.* it |,mi been evident that Prussia 
«'•'** t«*!if Mil M-i/.ing ABnw, and now there could no 
hmm-r !«* any «!<«uht ».f fin* fact, HH Bismarck had 
fi|«»k**n Mtif ph-uuh Ah M. Gautier well expressed 
it, uuti> r fhr apparently sympathetic tone of the 
c im!sr**lt«*r. In' r»*iil!y thought in this wise: U I re- 

i4ji»-rf tin Imhj tjrm? tuid regret the misfortunes of 
!’ rulin'*-, l»nf I ran *t ludp them. We are forced by 
futn t»» »S.t tin-* it ifrii*v«‘H me, but. I must do it all 
fin* Mint' “ Aft**r s»k«*teibng his own plan for the 
f«rtfuui 2 uti"ti *4 Abuuv and a part of Gorraino, Bis- 
iimrvk «nl4*-4: **Tin* I*of those provinces will 

ii« 4 lisiiuta- li lb*' Htri’iii-rtfi of France, She will still 
fviniim ii isi nt rliiHH Power. n Finally, M. Gautier 
w ifti«ffrw nft«*r ii long roiiviTsation, but the Chan- 
r»*!l»»r b on not to leave Versailles immediate¬ 

ly. ir* : » Is** might Ijitvr* mum* communication to make 
t«» loin. Hu ? \u‘ Hurd tiny, as M. Gautier was leav¬ 
ing th«* fab!** In* hoard military music of a 

U stsuipljHiit litui jt.ymiH mdure, and on inquiry 
b nt to d that tin* German finny was celebrating the 
fall »«f M* ti * And lo re ended M, Gautier’s mission. 

At tb** mtu«- tun** iirirofifitimw came to an end in 
htttahm r.»tmt BonoiforlT declared that the u Em- 
prmn WMtdd n*»t make the nwnsary sacrifices.” 
Soup* uf lirr fminm*lors might perhaps have been 
in faiMf >4 w'evptwg Bismarck *h conditions, but, 
ilff**? bn v iin* III Hi informed the Kmperor what those 
I'MiaiitsMiiH were, tin* Kmpress felt that she could 
to*! \i**!d mu tlo* itio*t important point of all, viz., 
the «»f territory, Ho this ended the matter. 

Itiit till* nrwM of General Boyer’s mission had 
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in tin* incidents just related, which was another great 
mum* of halm to tin* Empress, for she thus felt that 
dw had the unquestioned support of her immediate 
family. If in some Bonapartist centers, her conduct 
met with criticism of various kinds, the Empress 
made it a rule to always respect tills criticism, hold¬ 
ing that at Huch an hour and in such a crisis several 
tines <>f net ion might have been taken. It is possible 
I hat the Regency did not select the right one, but the 
Km press at least selected the one that her conscience 
(tdd her was the right one; and she was always ready 
to h*ave it to impartial history to decide whether 
Mie made n mistake and if the Empress did make 
a mi -take, 1 am mm* it will he declared by the same 
impartial history that the mistake was not an inten¬ 
tional one. 
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